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From the Peace of WestTPHALiA, in 1648, to the 
Peace of Parts, in 1763. 
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_ General View of the Affairs of Europe, from the Death of 
Lewis XIV. in 1715, to the Death of the Emperor, _ 
Charles VI. in 1740. 


A.D. + Page 
1ts REAMBLE- an oer 
P State of the courts of France A England o- 
Turbulent regency of the duke of Orleans “ ibid. 
George I. firmly peu on the Britith throne ibid. 
SEPTENNIAL BiLy ibid. 


a 1716 The Emperor declares war ‘apniatt the Purks for pri 


_ the treaty of Carlowitz . — Smee = 


1717 Battle of Belgrade hid 

The Turks defeated with great faughter by the Impe- 
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_ curity of the crown for that of the South-Sea Company, with 
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472 The chief promoters of that iniquitous fcheme punithed ; 
the fufferers indemnified as far as pottible, and public 
credit reftored ibid, 
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1922 It is difcovered and rendered abortive - 16 
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executed, and the Bifhop of Rochefter banifhed ibid. 
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1734 He is killed bya cannon ball at the fiege of Philipfburg ib. 
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Rapid progrefs of the French arms in Italy «°°. ibid. 


_. Articles of the treaty, = me rene 101 
1736 War between the Ruffians and Turks 2 26 
1737.The Ruffians ravage the Crimea, enter the Ukraine, and 

. make themfelves mafters of Oczakow = = ibid. 
1738. The emperor attacks the Turks on the fide of Hungary 27 
~- ‘The imperial generals repeatedly defeated > ibid. 
The Turks obtain an advantageous peace == »_—s ibid. 

'<. Death of the Emperor Charles VI, the laft prince of the 
ancient houfé of Auftria, without male iffue ~ ibid. 
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- Progre[s of Navigation, Commerce, and Colonization, from 


the Year 1660, to the Year 1739, when Spain and Great « 


Britain engagedin a Maritime War, occafioned by certain 

Commercial Difputes—an Account of the principal Events 

in that FWar—the taking of Porto Bello, the Siege of 

Carthagena, and the Expedition. of Commodore Anfon ta 
’ the South Sea. 


Decline of the Dutch cormmerce x a3 
Flourifhing trade of England, from the Reftoration to the 
Revolution - j ibid. 


1664 Colbert eftablifhes the French Eaft India Company 29 


°!. French Weft India trade becomes confiderable “" ibid. . 
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1668 He takes Porto Bello, ae finds init a on booty ibid. 


. The Spanith veilels mo , mark out! as he 
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afterward to Jamaioah . Stans 35 
Their manner of div iding their plunder ; era ibid. 
Their avidity of enjoying the prefent moment, and difre- 

gard of future confequences pet ibid. 
They commonly followed the Spanifh, Galleons and Flota 

as_far as the Channel of Bahamas aes ntgtee £36 
Temerity of Peter Legrand WAC ibid: 
The Buccaneers farm themfelves into. large bodies, and 

plunder the Spanith fettlements - 37 
Account ef the exploits of Montbars, who acquired the 

name of the Exterminator <a Sate ibid. 


of Michael de Bafco and Francis Loloneis 38 


- 13667 Their expedition tothe Gulf of Venezuela.» ibid. 


‘Exploits of Henry Mop, a native of the printipality, of 
Wales 


Returns to Jamaica, and plans an expedition againft Maras 
caybo. . 
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ak Finds the town totally deferted, andi is informed of the ar- 


rival ofa Spanifh fquadron at the entrance ofthe lake ib, 


_ His intrepidity and prefence of mind . _ ibid, 
~ Refolute condué of the Spanifh adiniral at ibid, 
Daring courage of Morgan and his followers By 42 
They make their efcape with their booty, and arrive fafe at 
-Port Royal, in the ifand of Jamaica % 42 


1670 Encouraged by his. fuceefs, Morgan again puts to fea, ac- 


companied witha more numerous body of adventurers, 
and reduces the caftle of Chagrey 2s. ts 42, 
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3739 Convention 0 of Pard ey) hich the King | “oF Spain agrees 
ti. to pay the fum o ‘ninety-five’ thoufand pounds fterling, 
by way of indemnification, to the fubjects of Great Bri- 

tain, for their loffes, in confequence of the feizures made 


by the Guarda Coftas FEIEAL - ibid. 

+ Petitions againft the Convention prefented from all the 

- trading towns in the kingdom - fee 4.7 

so. Waredeclared againfi Spain [Oét. 1g.) + ibid. 
4940 Porto Bello taken by Admiral Vernon == 48 
“Account of that Spanifh fettlement - 2 ibid. 


Its-decay, ‘in latter times, by reafon of the abolition of the 
; Galleons, and the fubiitution of Regifter- ph in their 


place 
The j joy of the Englith nation on the taking of Berto Bell 
3 2 ibid. 
Matterly {peech of Sir Robert Walpole on the fubject of 
Patriotifim - = - 
oe 741 Expedition againft Carthagena - - 

—. Defcription Gf that city and harbour’ + ibid. 
+. Great ftrength of the works - - 52 
Caftillo Grande taken by the Britifh troops, and a paflage 
opened into the harbour = - ibid, 
: Othe troops difembarked pee 53 
Difagreement between the Admiral: and General, and fhame- 

ful inactivity of both - » ibid. 

Unfuccefsful attack upon Fort St. Lazarus gee SR 
Mifcondué of the betiegers ~ ibid. 

The rainy {eafon fets in, and the enterprife is abandoned $5 
~-Maft mortality on board the fleet and tranfports ibid. 


+6) Mernon and Wentworth, the commanders in chief, return 
home, after fome other abortive ai a with the lofs of 


"near twenty thoufand men - 56 
Expedition of Anfon to the South ag e ibid. 
He paffes Cape epee and reaches the iffand of Juan Fer- 
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the Emperor Charles VI. in 17.40, to the treaty of Dre/- 

nie 2, dem tn 19455 andthe Confirmation of the Treaty of 
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3740 The Pragmatic Sancrion, guarantied by almoft all the 
~~" European powers, fecures to the Archduchefs Maria 
“Therefa, the late Emperor’s eldeft daughter, married to 
Francis of Lorrain, Grand-Duke of Tufcany, the fisc- 


ceffion to the whole Auftrian dominions - 8 
Enumeration of the kingdoms and provinces that compofed 
that vait inheritance ¢ - -ibid. 


~The Archduchefs. receives the homage of the States of 
Auttria,, and aifo of the Italian provinces, and of the 

_ kingdoms of Hungary and Bohemia. . = 5 
She gains the hearts of all her fubje@s by her popular affa 
bility, and particularly endears herfelf to the Hungarians 
~ ibid. 
__ Rife of the greatnefs of Frederic III. King of Pruffia 60 
1741. He lays claim. to part of Silefia, and makes himfelf mafler 
of Breflaw, its capital eee ibid. 
Battle of Molwitz  _~ = ior nm AS 6r 
The Auftrians defeated, after an obftinate engagementit ib. 
- ‘This victory followed by the reduétion of Glatz and Neifs, 
".. and the entise f{ubmiflion of the province of Silefia ib. 
~The fuccefs of the King of Pruffia aftonithes all Europe 62 
. ‘Phe Archducheis, Maria Therefa, blamed for not acceding 

to his claims oe ale ries ~~ ibid. 
The king of France refolves to fupport the pretenfions of 

the Elector of Bavaria to the kingdom of Bohemia and 

the Imperial crown idk tuned 63 
_.. Pygaty to that purport concluded with the Zle@tor at Nym- ~ 


ug) phénburer. 5. — sie: ca bastse td: ibid. 
"League between. Lewis XV. and the King of Praffia for the 
~ | divifion of the Auftrian dominions... $45 64 
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Wing formed a junétion with the 
foglio, réduces Lintz, the capital 
eatens Vienna -. ibid. 
refburg in Hungary, where fhe 
hat kingdom, and makes them 
erate ftate of her affairs ibid. 
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and inveft Pract ~ oe = ya. 
Tt is carried by affault, and the Ele&tor of Bavaria is there 
crowned King of Bohemia - - ibid. 
And elected Emperor at Finnkfort {Jan. $- ] under the 
title of Charles VIT. ibid. 


The caufe of the Archdtichefs, Maria Thereta, warmly 
efpoufed by the King and people of Great Britain 67 


Strong oppofition i in Parhament - oe» 6B: 
Refignation of Sir Robert aia’ = =, abid: 
New Minittry - - - ibid, 
But no change of meafures , ibid. 


Liberal fupplies voted for the range of the Guéen of Hun- 
gury (as the Archducheis was then commonly called), and 
fixteen thonfand Britifh troops fent over to Flanders, in 
order to make a diverfion in her favour, in conjunétion 
with twenty thoufand Hanoverians and Heffians . 6g 

Kevenhuller, the Auftrian General, recovers Lintz, diflodges 
the French from many other places, enters the Emperor ae 
hereditary dominions, and takes Munich, the capital of 
Bavaria 72 

The King of Proffia mar chest to the affiftance of his ie ib. 

Battle of Czaflaw - ibid. 

The Auttrians, under Pics Chartes of Lorrain, obliged to 
quit the field, after having been mafters of it for fome 


time . at 
The King of Pruffia, Gate of fuch bloody victories, turns 
his thoughts toward peace - - ibid. 
FRreaty oF BresLaw : s 2 id 


5 ‘oniternation ofthe court of France _- - cage SS 
inding themfelves deferted by the Pruffians, the Marefchals 
leifle and Broglio retire under the cannon of Prague 72 
Ted by the Auftrians, under Prince Lobkowitz and Prince 
- Charles of Lorrain, the French Generals offer to evacuate 
Prague, gra, aid all the other places which thév held in 
Bohemia, 
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But lofes a thoufand in ur of the 
feafon ar fF 1213 ibid. 
Progrefs of the war in Ita terran 75 
The King of Spain atte felf mafter of the 
Auftrian dominions in. ibid. 


Alarmed at the encroachments of the Houfe or Bourbon, 
the King of Sardinia enters into an alliance with the 
Archduchefs and the King of Great Britain ibid. 


__ All the other Italian powers vale & neutrality - ibid. 


Proceedings of the Britifh fleet in the Mediterranean ibid. 
Admiral Haddock prevented from engaging the Spanifh 
fiect, by the interpofition of a French Admiral with a 


flag ‘of truce - 76 
Intrepid behaviour of Commodore Martin in. the bay ‘of 
Naples . oi Z ra 
Various events of the wat in 1 Italy ath - ibid. 

2743 The French make propofals of peace - 78 


_Elated with her unexpected fuccefs, and rendered cohfidens 
by the fupport of fo powerful an ally as the King of Great 
Britain, the Archduchefs haughtily ieee all pacific pro- 
pofitions ibid. 

The mifcondu& of the Britith miniftry, i in entering fo 
deeply into the continental quarrel, feverely reprobated 
by the oppofition in parliament - ibid. 

The good fortune. of the Archduchefs continues to ae 
her 

The Auftrians diflodge the French from all their potts 4 . 


the Upper Palatinate, and drive them from the Danube to 
the Rhine ; ibid. 


Operations on the fide of Flanders 49 
The French affemblea powerful army on the Maine, in or 
der to prevent the Auitrians, under Prince Charles of 
Lorrain, from Jointing “the alpes commanded by the Earl 


of Stair aitsuat ibid, 
The King of Great Britain arrives in the camp of the allies 
at Afchaffenburg - a nea 80 
Battle of Dettingen, [ [June 26. 7] : 33 8r 
_ The French defeated, but not purfued “ ibid. 


Conjectures, concerning the caufe of that timid caution 82 
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nde of Carfipe Santo’ ’ 84 

Secret negoci "King of Sardinia with the Houfe 
of Bour ba : a f— ibid. 
Treaty of We veen the Aredkdnchety ‘and the King 

i of ; - - ~~ ibid. 


and ambitious claims — the 


85 
ith che Emperor Charles, VIL. at 


They saikencty 
Frankfort : - ¥ - ibid. 
Secret Treaty concluded Peewee France’ and Spain at Fon- 
tainbleau [Oct. 25.]} - aoe 86 


Twenty thoufand Fr ie troops, under the Prince of Conti, 
ordered to join the Spanifh army in Italy, in confequence 
of that treaty, and the French and Spanifh fquadrons di- 
reed to at in concert, and- attempt to recover the fo- 
vereignty of the Mediterranean 2 = {bids 

A correfpondence entered into with the ‘Englith and Scot- 
tifh Jacobites, and an invafion planned by the French 
miniftry, in favour of the Pretender aA ibid. 

An army of fifteen thoufand men affembled on the coaft of 
France, under Count Saxe, for that purpofe 


87 
e744 Part of the troops embarked, and the firit. divifion of the 


tran{ports put to fea fa f e ibid. 

cae Driven beck by a violent ftorm, and the projected inya- 
fon agi 8 defeated by the arrival of a fuperior Britith 

fleet - ah 25 © —sbid; 

The French and Spanifh fquadroxis,3 jn the harbour of Tou- 

lon, prepare to give battle to the Britifh fleet i in the Me- 


diter ranean — - - 3 88 
Defperate fea-fight near ‘the bay of Hieres ’ 89 
’ The French and 2s der forced to retire with the lofs of 
~ one fhip ibid. 
Very different Hetaviour of the Britifh Admirals, Matthews 
and Leftock See: eee G'F pbid. 
Their condu@ becomes the fubjedt of a parliamentary en- 
quiry’ = = - 5 ; ibid. 
“ 7 heir trials - 2 ibid. 
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cof France and England - ES Bere 
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_ Operations in the fouthl of Italy ; ibid. 
hod ‘Prince Lobkowitz, the A ul, invades the King- 
' dom of Naples, and fe 31 
litri in the night : ibid. 


The place is taken, and a amaffed, but the 
Auftrians are forced to i a. 4 
The negociations at Fra n-a treaty, con- 
cluded through the influe E Pr ance between the Em- 
peror and the King of P with the King of Sweden, 


as Landgrave of Hefle Caffe the Elector Palatine 95 
Stipulations in that ‘Treaty ~ 2-0 - ibid, 
~ Conquefts of the French in Flanders . - ibid. 


py They are forced to divide their forces, in order to eppet 


the Auttrians on the. fide of Alface . 6 


urfit 9 
Si The Auftrians obliged to retire, and march to the relic? of 


- Bohemia, invaded by the Pruffians > ibid. 

‘On the approach of the Auftrians, Saxons, and Hungarians, 
_under Prince Charles of Lorrain, the King of Pruffia finds 
—himfelf under the neceffity of evacuating Bohemia, and 
retiring into Silefia . 


ot 97 
_ . Purfued thither, in the depth of winter, he ie the greater 


1745 


part of his army, with all his heavy artillery and baggege 


ibid. 
Death of the Emperor, Charles VII. . iT OS 
His fon, Maximilian Jofeph, concludes a treaty of peace 
with the Archduchefs, Maria Therefa = ibid. 


The French and Spaniards, notwithttanding this treaty, 
perfift in. continuing the war, and in oppofing the aes 
tion of the Grand Duke to the Imperial throne 


_ The Republic of Genoa forms an alliance with the Houle 


of Bourbon ibid. 
Rapid progrefs of the French and Spanifh forces i in Italy 
conduéted by Don Philip and Maillebois See OS 
The city of Pavia is taken by a affault, and Milan forced to 
furrender ibid. 
on Philip paffes the Kr anaeo. and compels the Auftrian and 
Piedmontefe armies to take fhelter behind the Po _ ibid, 


The French army in Flanders, under Marefchal ‘Saxe, i in- 


; vefls Tournay 101 
_ The allies refolve to attempt the relief of the place ibid: 
Pofition of the two armies es aretha, AOS 
..- Battle of Fontenoy [April 30.] a We Sa 
Gallant behaviour of the Britith inter 2 ee thie: 
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1742 Violent oppofition in Parliament, during the whole admi- 
“._ niftration of Sir Robert Walpole — pee Ste ae 
~~ "“On his refignation, the reputed patriots are faKert into er 
= fice . - = ae ee 10 
eee They contradi& their former profeffions, and difappoint the 
sae public hopes apa las en a 
1743 The diffatisfaction, occafioned by the impolitic profecu- 
a tion of the continental war, encourages the Jacobites to 
turn their eyes once more toward the Pretender ro 
i744 The alarm, occafioned by the projected invafion in his fa~ 
a vour, unites the Whigs 1n fupport of the government ro7 
oe Loyal addreffes prefented to the throne from all-the princi- 


>» __ pal towns and corporations in the kingdom - ibid. 

“Many caufes of national difcontent remain-- = 108 

Circumftances that contributed to revive the poptilar cla- 

mour againft the meafures of the court ; Oy ibid. 

Faétious refcript of the King of Pruffia to his ambaflador at 
_the court of Loner 4 - é _ ibid. 

~- Languor of the war in Flanders geri 4 t09 

No aigatity under Mr, Henry Petham, Firft Lord of the 

oe Treafury, and Chancellor of the Exchequer ibid, 

eee Pie gives to it the name of the Broap Bottom, as Compre- 

= ~ hending able and honeft men of all parties - rte 


~~ ‘Phe wide bafe on which Mr. Pelham founds his adminiftra- 
“tion, leaves little room for parliamentary oppofition ib. 
i745 Freth difcontents occafioned by the fatal battle of Fontenoy, 
zy . and the accumulating expences of the war - ibid. 
~The machinations of the se A wane = of es 
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nation ; ‘T12 
“He foon finds himfelf a large body of hardy 
/* mountaineers pate ea ibid. 
~ ¥et the ardour to rife 1 : al i in the High- 
~Tands ibid. 
The heads of many Clan Houfe of Ha- 
hover “ 113 
State of the Visa Country cj ibid. 


The people in general, firm hed to the Proteftant 
- fucceflion, jealous of their and religious privileges, 
and equally alarmed at the idea of the Pretender, and of 

the Highianders, whofe soda they had eee ex- 
perienced 114. 


af Account of the taking of the ifdpd of Cape Becton 4 ibid. 


This fortunate event revives the drooping {pirits of the na~ 
tion, and confirms the zeal of the friends of the ia of 
Hanover in Scotland Lx 

‘The young Pretender takes patediad of Dunkeld, Pek. 
and Dundee, every where proclaiming his father « King 
of Great Britain,” and feizing the public money for his 
ufe — - 116 

He reviews his forces at Perth, and finds them amount to 
about three thoufand men te ibid. 

Being there joined by feveral noblemen, he marches toward 
Edinburgh : ibid 

One of the gates of that city treacheroully opened to his 
followers, who make themfelves matters of it, but ee 
of the Caftle . 

He takes up his refidence in the palace of Holyrood: hx ace 
and there keeps a kind of court = ibid. 

Orders his father to be proclaimed at the Crofs of Edin- 


burgh, and three Manifeftoes to be read by the Pur- 
fuivants ibid. 


Subftance of thofe manifetes * § ibid, 


The young Pretender, Charles, advances againft the royal 


army, under general Cope, encamped near Preftonpans, 
and gains a complete victory 3 118 


Inftead of marching into England, he returns to the palace 
of Holyrood houfe to enjoy the vain parade of royalty 


lI 
After lofing much time he refolves to march into tifieland, 
and publifhes a new manifefto if o ibid. 
That manifefto has not the eee effet Be 129 
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Ty, 
It does not effectually r the fears of the ftock-holders, 
while it fills the box he people with apprehenfions 
wii, (Of a Frencheameene os fi ee) ibid. 
_ Loyal addrefies prefented to George IT. on his return from 
his Germa inions, and an aflociation formed by the 
moft emin rchants, tradefmen, and manu- 
facturers, tof public credit -.. ibid. 
The Habeas C 44 fufpended, and feveral perfons, 
fufpected of tre le practices, taken into cuftady 124 
- The militia affe fix thoufand Dutch auxiliaries landed, 
and the flowe Britifh troops recalled from Flan- 


a ~ - rE ibid. 
tile appearance, the young Pre- 
and makes himfelf mafter of Car- 


tender enters En 


ai ile’s i +, ae - 4 %¢ ibid, 
The whole fouthern part of the kingdom filled with con- 
fternation and terror - - ibid. 

An invafion from France meditated in favour of the Pre- 
tender’s claim A x =irut ibid, 
The rebels march to Manchefter, where the pretended 
Prince of Wales eftablifhes his head-quarters .. 122 


Though deceived by his Englifh friends, who were for- 
ward in profefling, and backward in joiting him, he ad- 
vances to Derby [Dec. 5.] ibid. 

Having gained a day’s march of the royal army, under 
the Duke of Cumberland, he might poffibly have made 
himfelf mafter of the capital, had he continued his 
march - - a Pim; aft 12g 

Probable confequences of fuch event - ibid. 

Difcouraged by the timidity of the Englifh Jacobites, it is 
tefolved in a council of war, by the majority of the 


Highland Chiefs, to march back into Scotland. 124 
The retreat of the rebels conduéted with unparalleled in- 
trepidity, regularity, and expedition - - ibid. 


Their rear-guard, confifting of the Clan of the Macpher- 
fons, repulfes a party of horfe at the village of Clifton, 
near Penrith z 2 - 126 

They continue their march to Carlifle : ibid, 

‘There the Pretender draws up his forces, with a refolution 
to wait the approach of the royal army, but finding that 
it had been greatly reinforced, he pafles into ae AF 

ibid, 

The rebel garrifon in Carlifle furrenders to the duke of 
Cumberland 5 Fe iat « 126 

State of Scotland during the expedition of the Pretender 
into England - - 127 

Many perfons of diftinftion had embraced his caufe, and 
among others Lord Lovat, the chiefiof the Frafers 128 | 


- Charaer and conduét of that extraordinary man ~ ibid, 


The Pretender returns by Glafgow, which he fleeces i 30 
2 e 


AD. = 

As The rebels ae ther 
of Stirling, and inv —— 

~ General Hawley advances to the relief of ee ae 

He is met by the rebels, and defeated near Falkirk _ ibid. 

The Pretender imprud the Siege of Stir- 

ling Caftle, inftead ¢ age of the general 

coniternation prod ie 

The roval army in 8 


Cumberland appoint = ibid 
The duke arrives at Edinburg nee he is welcomed as a 
deliverer by the Whigs — ; ; - ibid. 
Charles raifes the eye of S le, and marches 
northward ‘: 133 
The duke of Guntalai e ibid. 


probability, is permitted to 
r Spey without oppofition 


The royal army, contrary t 
pafs the deep and rapid 


13+ 

Motives of the rebels fer fuch a conduét - ibid. 
The Pretender fails in an attempt to furprife the King’s 
troops at Nairn - cs 135 
Battle of Culloden [April 16. : - ibid. 
Rebel army sss routed and purfued with great flaugh- 
ter - ibid. 
The Pretendes: after fuffering eoretinle nareduine, makes 
his efcape to France zs 136 
Cruelly treated there - 138 
The rebellion in Scotland finally fuppreffed - ibid, 
Barbarity of the royal army in the Highlands - ibid. 
Execution of the rebel officers - : 139 
of the rebel Peers - - ibid. 
Bebaviour of Kilmarnock, Balmerino, and Lovat ibid. 
The Highland Chiefs deprived of their exclufive heredita- 
ry jurifdiction < - 140 
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General View of the Affairs of Europe, from the Treaty 
of Drefden, in December 1745, to the Peace of Aix- 
la-Chapelle, in 1748. 


745 State of the contending powers - 140 
1740 Marefchal Saxe takes Bruffels in the mani of February 141 
And by the middle of July, Lewis XV. fees himfelf mafter 

of all Flanders, Brabant, and Hainault : ibid. 

The allied army, under Prince Charles of Lorrain, at- 
tempts in vain to obftruct the progres of the French 

arms : - 142 

Siege of Namur - ibid. 

The town is forced to furrender on the fixth, and the cita- 


im del 
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pinctyle, he. 142 
soux x [O8. tj) 143 
+e! Gage atte 


-_ » ibid. 
Kings of France gut 


1746. Bloody but indet 
«Both armies go.in 


f Spa 14.4, 
, on the part:: =a vee Howie of 


et P ibid. 
of the aie: at Hes 145 
place between the courts of Ver- 
- + 146 
fed with great lofs, in sieeiot 
camp at St. Lazaro ibid. 
Philip V. ; ibid. 
_¢ He is fucceeded in the Spanith throne. by his fon Ferdi- . 
’ nand VI. Selec -* “ibid. 
» Retreat’ of the French and Spaniards, under Don Philip 
and Maillebois, in Italy ibid. 
They are defeated by the King of Sardinia mf Rotto Fredo 
E41 
Pil ake fhelter under the cannon of ae oe ibid. 
Don Philip. and Maillebois continue their retreat, and 
Genoa furrenders-to the confederates ..- +. =-»- ibid, 
Arrogance and rapacity of Botta, the Auftrian General 
ibid, 


Tite King of Sardinia, from political confideratiébns, op- 
pofes the invafion of the Kingdom of  Naples,.and ad- 
vifes an expedition into Provence § = 148 

It is undertaken with am army of fifty thoufand men, under 
Count Brown | - 2 = ibid, 

He is forced to retreat, atid 4 to relinguith the fiere of An- 
tibes z - - “ 14g 

The Genoefe expel the Auftrian: garrifon, and recover 
their liberty and independency < - ibid, 


Naval tranfaétions & - ibid. 
La Bourdonnais, the French raed in the Eait Indies, 


makes himfelf mafter of the Englith fettlement of Ma- 
dras - - E = 149 


The Englith fail in an attempt to furprife Port L’Orient, — 


on the coaft of France — * - - _ 199 
Mifcarriage of a French armament for the recovery of 
- - roi 


Cape Breton ~ - 
Great preparations of the allies for protees ens the war In 


Italy and Flanders - iE “ibid. 

The two branches of. the* HétiCe of Bourbon no lefS active 

in preparing for a final trial of ftrength a 152 

1747 The ‘allied army, conitting of one htindred and twenty 
thoufaud men, takes'the field early, but lies inaGive for 
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oe Sandbr 


eth: French | 
a inf their rulers, 


“arms, ‘the Dutch pop 
and compel the mag 
the Prince of Orange 
He is appointed by a gener 
holder, Captain Gene 
the United Provinces ‘id “cy 
omnis 


Speech of Count Bentinck on = 
The beneficial effe&s of this revolution on the common 
‘caufe of the confederates foon confpicuous = - = 155 


During all thefe-iniportant tranfaétions, the allied army, 
commanded by the Duke of Cumberland, performed . m4 
nothing, being over-awed by the fuperior generalihip of - : 


MarefchalSaxe i - ibid. * 
The French refolve to befiege e Macfiricht, and. the allies to 

prevent them = - - ibid. 
Battle of Val [July 1.] = - ~ 156. 


After various turns of fortune, the Duke of Cumberland 
- is obliged to quit the field, and retire to Maeftricht 157 
. Marefchal Saxe detaches Count Lowendahl, with thirty 

thoufand men to inveft Bergen-op-Zoom, the ftrongeft 


fortification in Dutch Brabant He hee 158 
Siege of that important place. ets a ibid. an 
It is taken by ftorm [Sept. 14. 1 sae - : 1595 
The French become matters of the whole navigation of the 
Scheld < noel - ibid, 
Operations in Italy ete = 100 


The Marefchal de Belleifle oes the river Var, takes pof- 
feflion of Nice, and reduces the fortrefles of Montalban,. 


Villa Franea, sa Ventim iglia = ibid... 
Genoa invefled by. a pew erful army of Auftrians and 
Piedmontefe, under count Schuylemberg - 160- 


Alarmed. at the procrefs ‘of the Marefchal de Belleifle,. - 
Schuylemberg raifes the fiege of Genoa, in order to Co- 
ver Piedmont and Lonibardy e: Sni(ele 

The chevalier de Belleifle endeavours, in the mean time, 
to’ penetrate into Piedmont by the way of Dauphiny 

ibid.. 

He is killed in atte mptir ng to force the pats’ of Exilles; and: 
his army V5 after havi ring Hean rep Be d in three fucceflive 
aflavlts, is obliged to ‘tetire with thelofs of five thoufand. 
men 2 2 2 = 162 


I The 


‘French 
ous a 


ce Th 


os 
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, Tranfactions in the Eaft and Weft Indies en hid 
Peace of Aix-la-Chapelle [O&. 7.] ee 
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Stipulations in that treaty 

rf. As favourable as the allies had any once to expe ibid. 
° _ Reflections on the folly of France and England in fo long 
continuing a wafteful war = ocean BOS 
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France, Spain, and Great Britain, from oe Peace of 


Aix-la-Chapelle to the Renewal of Hoftilities in 17555 
with a general View of the Difputes in the Eaff- Indices, 


if _. anda particular Account of the Rife af the War in 


America. ; 
ty48 Profperity and happinefs of eae after a peace of 
Aix-la-Chapelle : 169 


Theat happinefs difturbed: by alarming riots in England, 
and a violent difpute between the oe and the parlia- 


ments in-France . - ibid. 
. Ambitious ga ao of the Fr enth i in Arndgice and the Haft 
Indies e ibid. 


They attempt to draw the Spaniards into their views 170 
Their intrigues at the court of Madrid defeated by Mr. 


Keene, the Britifh ambaflador ~ 197 

Pacific difpofition of Ferdinand VI. En 172 
r7e4 Difgrace of Encenada his prime minifter ~~" abid. 
_Retrofpective view of European affairs in the Eaft Indies 

193 


M. Dupleix, governor of Pondichery, conceives the idea 
of advancing the iatereft of the F rench Eaft India’ com- 
pany by the ‘acquifition of territ tory . ibid. 

State of the peninfula of Indoftan’ ar 
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The an fu 
fon of the late 
_ Firft appearance of | 
He makes himfclf maf 
wheats befieged in the place a eee ea) Pe 
_~ His gallant defence : Tbid. — 
He obliges the French and sees to retire, and defeats 
___ them in the plains of Armia. ss: oe ak ; ibid. 
Chunda Saheb made prifoner, an | put to. 7. by the 
“Rajah of Tanjour [A. we] : 178 
Mahommed Ally remal difputed + Jabob of Arcot, 
Mr. Dupleix is recalled, » a conditional treaty is con- 
cluded between ws French and Fagin Eaft India com~-_ 
panies erie = gat. Bid. 
State of the province of N ova Scotia at the peace of Aix- 
la-Chapeile ' - ae ores): ee 
_ Encouragement given by ae ‘Britith, government for fet-— 
tling i it, and the town of tial fax founded [A. D. 1749.] 
wih! 
Difputes between France and England concerning the li- 
mits of that province = - _ =ipid. 
And alfo concerning the boundaries of the Britifh pro- 
vinces to the fouthward he = 180 
.The French attempt to unite, by a chain of forts, their 
two extenfive colonies of Canada and Louifiana, and to 
confine the English colonies to that tract of country 
which lies between the Allegany mountains and the ee 
si ee || 
This fcheme embraced by la Galiffoniere, Governor of 
New France, and de la Joinquiere, commander in chief 
cf the French forces in North America Rees ol 
The conferences relative to the limits of Nova Scotia 
broken off fA. D.°1753.] * : ibid. 
The French commence hoftilities in Nova Scotia, and on 
the frontiers of Virginia Z 182 
Orders fent to the governors of the Britifh fettlements to 
oppote force by force . - ibid. 
Compa: rative view of the flate of the French and Englifh 
colonies BN = Se ahi 
‘The Englifh colonies more powerful, but want concert 
- <8 ibid, 
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Meeting oe deputies from all the Englith colonies, with the 
chiets of the Jud.ans of the Six Nations, at Albany 183 
Rackwardnefs of the Indians to engage in hoftilities | ibid, 
Major W athington difpatched from Vi ir ginia to watch the 
motions of the enemy - - 84 
Attacked 
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Tints of Nova Scotia re- oe a 
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Expedition under “ial Braddock again the. “= 
French F Forts on th ihio pis. Weidesc ine 
Mifconduct 0! dT nga eg fee 
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. 2 de file d ba of the En lifh army fall j into Pe oye 
, ie eines ‘ - ibid. So 
oe Two expeditions planned ; one deat the French. fort at me 
P : ‘Crown- Point, the other again that at Niagara - 189 yA eg 
Both fail - = 190 Fas 

% But General Johnfon defeats the Paron Piet, comman- 
der in chief of the French forees in Canada ibid. 2 
. Above three hundred French merchant ips. are brought me 
| into the ports of England ~ : - LE tee oe 
From. political motives, the French make NO “TeBI ALS et 
; : Ibias eet 
Earthquake at Lifbon Ee he = 19900 SSS 

Generofity of the Britifh parliament to > the Portuguefe on 

‘that occafon a hid - ibid, 

See eR REIL 

General View of the State of Europe, in 1756, with « on as : 
Account of the Operations of War, in all Parts of the* 
World, until the Conquefi of Hanover by the French, cs 

im 1757- : 

1756 Spain, Portugal, and the United Provinces, feem deter- 

- , mined to remain neutral ~ : 192. 

League formed by the. court of Vienna for ftripping the ~ 

King of Pruffia of his dominions aos: 193 
“: ‘The French threaten the electorate of Hanover ibid. : 
‘His Britannic Majefty negociates a fubiidiary treaty with : 

the court of Peterfburg s ibid. 


The King of Prufia declares againtt the introduction of 

foreign “tr oops into the empire, “and concludes w ith Great 

Britain a treaty on that principle ; Jan. 16.} wie Od 
Aliiance between France and the Imperial court, in con- 

junction with Ruflia and Sweden [May 1.] ibid.’ ; 
The French invade the ifland of Minorca Hae TGS 


agen Like King of Britain declares war againft France ibid. 
oe Ee a3 Decline 
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Byng returns to Gibraltar == ie 
Fort St. Philip furrenders, and the whole ifland of Minareg 


Particulars of the fiege ~ ee ee} ibid. 
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fubmits tothe arms of France = -—| = 200 


Byng is fuperfeded 2nd brought Pane under arrelt ~.ibid.= "= ae 
Joy of the Preach, and dejection gf the pearls: of England * oe. 


a EET pe ON a 
=> Plan. a operations : for the campaign * America | he ibid, 7 
General Abercrombie affumes the command of the Britifh : 
forces at Albany [June 5.] - - 202 
He waits for the arrival of Tard Loudon, the commander 
tn chief, till the feafon of ation is over ee} 
The French make themfelves mafters of Ofwego _ ibid. 
Britifh affairs in'the Eaft Indies © -¥\ - ibid. 
Admiral Watfon reduces the fortrefs of Gheria, on the 
coaft of Malabar — - _- ibid, = 
-  Defcription of the province of Bengal > Sete Poh 
Courfe of the Ganges through it w- i. tid 
Great fertility of the foil - - 206, 
Induftry of the inhabitants - ibid. 
Retrofpedive view of the eflablithment of the Englith Eatt 
India Company in that province - ~ = tegen ibid. 


Compa LAY ’s agents, at the factory of Soota- -nutty, obtain a 
phirmaund, or patent,from Aurengzebe [ A. D. 16g0.} 207 
They cre& Fort William at Calcutta [A. D.1696.J] 208 
Procure from the Great Mogul paffports, or duffucks ibid. 
This privilege excites the jealouty of both the European 


and Indian powers - 209 - 
Surajah Dowla, Nabob of Bengal determines to punifh 
the fuppoted abufe of it - > Bee abid, 
He marches to Calcutta at the head of a great army, and 
befieges Fort William - ~ 210 
Mr. Drake, the Governor, makes his efcape on board one 
of the Company’s fhips ree ORE her 
The place gallantly defended by the Company’s fervants 
under Mr. Holwell POEs - ibid. 


“y iolently entered by the Nabob’s troops, and the garrifon 


made prifoners [ June 20.| Cee = ee fy 21g 
Mr. ° 
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Mr. Holwell and his companions confined in the dungeon 

of the fort, commonly called the Black Hole 212 

Their extreme diftrefs for want of room and air ibid. 

Out of one hundred and forty fix perfons fhut up, only 
twenty-three are bronght out alive §=-—s—- 213 

The affairs of the Englith Eaft India Company feern ut- 

_ terly ruinedin Bengal - - =. a7, 2i4 
Affairs of Germany - - ibid. 
Spirited manifetto of his Britannic Majefty —- ibid. 


The King of Pruffia, on receiving an evafive anfwer from 
the court of Vienna, refolves to anticipate the defigns of 
his enemies ste - ~ ibid. 

He invades Saxony, and makes himfelf mafter of Drefden 

. ats 

Auguftus ITI. King of Poland, and Elefor of Coser 5 

takes refuge with his army in the flrong camp of Pirna 


ibid, 

The King of Pruffia fends two detachments into Bohemia, © 
under jhe Marefchals Keith and Schwerin 216' 
He enters that kingdom in perfon - ibid 
Finds the Auftrians encamped at Lowofitz - 217 

Takes poft over-againit them ~ _- - 218." 
Battle of Lowofitz « - ? 219 
The Auftrians compelled to quit the field, after an obfti- 
nate and bloody difpute - - 220 
The Pruffian monarch, by a mafterly manceuvre, induces 
Marefchal Brown toretire behind the Egra. - ibid. 
The Saxon army furrenders - - 221 
The King of Pruffia-evacuates Bohemia, and takes up his 

winter quarters in Saxony. - ibid. 


Makes himfelf mafter of the archives of Dyrefden, and 
obtains inconteftible proofs of the confpiracy formed 
againft him by the courts of Vienna and Petertburg, 
and of the fhare which the Elector of Saxony had in 
that confpiracy - - - ibid 

Change in the Britifh miniftry oF 223 

Mr. Pitt, the moft popular man in the kingdom, accepts 
the office of fecretary of ftate, and Mr. Legge, another 
popular commoner, is made chancellor of the exchequer 

: . ibid.’ 
2757 Trial of Admiral Byng . op —ae4. 
He is found guilty of a breach of the twelfth article of 

war Pes = 2 ibid. 
Parliamentary inquiry into the conduct of the late ee 
1D1id. 

Refolutions of the Houfe of Commons in their favour res 
Scruples of fome member of the Court Martial, in regard 
to the fentence of Admiral Byng “ ibid. 
He is fhot on board of fhip ia Portfmouth harbour 226 
Behaved with compofure and dignity on the occafion, and 
a4 delivered 
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give way on all fides - ibid. 
Marefchal Brown mortally wounded a 236 
Great lofs of the Auftrians - - ibid. 
Their main body finds refuge in Prague - ibid. 
The King of Pruffia rathly ‘invefts that city - ibid. 
sufnd difpatches the Prince of Bevern with twenty-five 
thoufand men, to oppofe Marefchal Daun 237 

He quits his camp and joins the Prince of B Bevern, withia 
refolution to attack Daun - - 238 
Difpofition of the Auftrian army - - ibid, 
‘Battle of Kolin [June 18:} - . 239 
‘The Pruffians forced to retire, after their moft vigorous 
efforts - - - ibid. 
Prodigious flaughter on both fides ss ibid. 
The Pruffian monarch obliged to raife the fiege of Prague, 

and evacuate Bohemia - = 240. 

Reflections on the fiege of Prague : ibid. 
———-—— on the battle of Kolin = 241 
The Rnffians make themfelves mafters of Memel 242 
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delivered to the Mare‘chal of the Admiralty a paper in 
vindication of his charaéter 226 
Execution of the fanatical Damien, who attempted to ftab 
‘the king of France - - ? 228 
Horrid circumftances with which it was, 23 accompanied ib, 
French army of eighty thoufand men, under ‘the Ma- 
refchal d’Etrees, pafies the Rhine in order to invade the 
electorate of Hanover - = ee = ibid. 
Smaller French army commanded. by the prince de Sou- 
bife, joins the Imperial army of scien ay on the 


Maine - 229 
George II. difpated to enter deeply into the continental 
quarrel - : - ibid. 
He is oppofed by his minifters Pitt and Legze ibid. 


They are deprived of their employments, and the duke of 
Cumberland is fent over to command an ar my of forty 
thoufand Heffians and Hanoverians, intended for the 
defence of the King’ s Ger man dominions - 230 

The duke attempts in vain to obftruét the progrefs of the 
Marefchal d* Etrees, who forces him to retire behind the 


Welter po as ibid. 
Military preparations of the oehars an Auftrians ibid. 
The Prufians enter Bohemia in four divifions . 231 
A&ion of Reichenberg [April 21.] - 232 


The Prince of Bevern obli ges the Auftrians, under Connt 
Koniefeg, to retire with ‘the lofs of a thoufand men 233, 


Junction of the Proffian forces - - ibid. 


Battle of Prague [May 6.]} = en. 234 


Gallant behaviour and death of Marefchal Schwerin 235 
The Auftrians, after various turns of fortune, forced to 


Defeat the Pruffians in the battle of ree Jagerfdorff 
[Aug. 3.] -. ~ ibid, - 
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The Duke of Cumberland continues to retreat before hie 
French army, under Marefchal d’Etrees iy ay 
Makes an ineffectual ftand at Haftenbeck  - ibid. 
Takes refuge under the cannon of Stade ~ ibid. 


Signs the Convention of Clofter-feven, [Sept. 8.] 244, 
Purport of that Convention, and difputes relative toit ib. 

. The French having made themfelves matters of the Eleto- 
rate of Hanover, turn their forces next againit the do- 


minions of the king of Pruftia - 245 
Affiiled by enemies on all fides, his ruin feems inevitable 
. ibid. 
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continued from the Convention of Clofrer-fcven, to the 


Battle of Minden or Thornhaufen, 1759. 


1757 Pitt and Legge, the two popular Britifh commoners, rein- 


itated in the adminiftration rr - 24 
They plan an expedition to the coaft of France ibid. 
t mifcarries and difappoints.the hopes of the nation 247 
Inquiry into the caufe of its failure = ibid. 
Military operations in America - - 248 
The reduction of Louifburg projeéted by Lord London, 

the Britifh Commander in Chief - - 249 


That enterprife laid afide on hearing that the garrifen was 
reinforced, and the place protected by a ftout fleet ibid. 
Progrefs of the French in the neighbourhood of the Grear 
Lakes in North America = - ibid. 
They make themfelves matters of Fort William Henry 250 
Circumftances with which the taking of that place was 


attended = - = ibid. 
Defpondency of the people of England on account of fo 
many loffes and difzraces - - 25 
The affairs of Great Britain take a more*farourable turn 
in the Eaft Indies = ibid. 


‘The town of Calcutta recovered, and an advantageous 
peace concluded with the Subah or Nabob of Bengal 
252 

‘The Britith commanders in that province turn their arms 
againft the French factories, and reduce carats ey 
ibid. 

Colonel Clive, who had conducted this enterprize by land, 
forms the idea of humbling yet farther the Nabcb Su- 
rajah Dowlah, who was backward in fulfilling his ftipu- 
lations, and difpofed to join the French - ibid. 
Arttul meafures which he employs for that purpofe 254 


“Surajah Dowlah takes alarm, and aflembies his forces ib. 
Battle 
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Battle of Plaffy _ : we 255 
The Nabob’s army defeated: and his deneral Meer Jaffier, 
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who had betrayed a iaier: oavervign. of Bengal by 
_ the victors | 260 
Surajah Dowlah put to death by order of} Meerum, the 
fon of Jaffier ibid, 
Treaty of the new Nabob with the English Eaft-India 
Company ibid, 


‘He agrees to density them So all ae loffes, to repay 


all their expences, and to enlarge their territory 257 
The fum ftipulated, ‘with a donation to the fleet and army, 
amounted to two millions feven hundred and fifty thou- 
‘fand pounds fterling - - ibid. 
Affairs of Germany ibid. 
The generals of the Combined om of Preach and Impe- 
rialifts, propofe to drive the Prufiians out of Saxony 258 


They pafs the Saala, and fummon Leipfic - ibid. 
The King of Pruflia advances againft them = ibid, 
Battle of Rofbach [ Nov. 5.] - 259 


‘His Pruffian majefty gains a gantblcte victory over the 


French and Imperialifts - - 26a 
A great army of Auftrians and Hungarians, commanded b 

prince Charles of Lorrain, affiited by Marefchal Daun 

and General Nadatti, enters Silefia, and invefts Schweid- 


nitz = ibid. 
Nadatti carries the place ne affault, [Nov. KRa} 261 
The Prince ef Bevern attempts, with a Pruffian army, to 
cover Breflaw ibid. 
His camp is forced by the Audeean onesies [Nov. 22.] 
he is made prifoner, and Breflaw furrenders ibid, 
The king of Pruffia arrives in Silefia, [ Nov. 28.] and joins 
the remains of the Prince.of Bevern’s army ibid. 
Battle of Luthen or Liffla [Dec..5.] . _ ibid, 
His Pruffian majefty gains a*decifive v iétory over the grand 
Auftrian army 5 | 263 
Circumfances that eofributed to iis fuccefs ibid. 
efperate combat at the village of Luthen : ibid. 
Great lofs of the Auftrians - + 264. 
Breflaw retaken by the Pruffians - ibid. 


The Ruflians gels! to return home for want of provi- 
fions; and the Swedes, who had over-run Pruffian Pome- 
merania, are forced to retire under the cannon of Stral- 


fund . + ibid. 
The King of Pruffia’s good Sarria extends itfelf to his 
vanquithed allies & 26 


The Hanoverians, roufed by the oppreffions of the French, 
refume their courage, and refolve to expel their conquer- 
ors ibid. 


1758 Prince Fendnand of Racaver puts himfelf at their head, . 
by order of his Britannic maje fty ; and the-French, afer . 
being” 
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7 38 being driven from poit to. pot, are forced to Tepafs the 
2. 200 vee 

_ Amiable character of nt Se de Randan,, whe command- 

ed in the city of Hanover. +e eh ame 
Mr. Pitt, the Britith minifter, ‘becomes an advocate for vi- 
gorous meafures in Germany : 267 
| Second Treaty of Convention between George II. and the 
King of Pruffia April iz.) + ibid. 


Liberal fupplies voted, by the Britih Parliament, for the 
fupport of the war, a a body of Britith troops fent to 


reinforce the army under Prince Ferdinand - =) rable 
Change in the French miniftry ~ 968 
The Duke de Belleifle placed at the head of the eae de- 

‘partment — - - - ibid. 

His fpeech at entering into office 4 4. 4 bid: 
He makes every poffible exertion to communicate ftrength 

to the French army upon the Rhine - 269 
Battle of Crevelt - ~ 2 ibid. 


Prince Ferdinand obliges the French army, under the Count 
de Clermont, to retire under the cannon of Cologne, 


with the lofs of feven thoufand men : ibid. 
Death and charaéter of the Count de Gifors, only fon of 
the Duke de Belleifle ~ - - ibid. 
The French army greatly reinforced, and the command of 
- it affumed by M. de Contades 270 
Prince Ferdinand obliged to aét on the defenfive ibid. 
The Duke de Brogiio defeats the Heflians near Sanger- 
\ haufen : - ibid. 
_ Prince Ferdinand repaffes the Rhine, and forms a junction 
‘with the Britith troops - - a OE 
Operations of the King of Prufha = ibid. 
He recovers Schweidnitz fApril 16.] =; ibid. 


Enters Moravia, and invelts Olmutz [May 27.]  - 272 
Marefchal Dean takes poft in the neighbouring mountains, 


and cuts off the Pruffian convoys - ibid. 
The King finds himfelf Se the neceflity of raifing the 
fiege of Olmutz [July 1. = fs = 273 
His glorious retreat = i ibid. 
He marches to oppofe the Ruffians, who had entered Bran- 
denburg - - ibid. - 
Battle of Zorndorff Aug. ee gin 274 
The Rufians, after a dreadful conflidt, are aefeatcd With 
great flaughter - - 275 


They retire < the frontiers of Poland, and the Panera mo- 
narch haitens into Saxony, to the reliek of his brother 
Henry; prefled on one fide by the army of the Empire, 
and threatened on the other by the grand Auftrian army, 
under Daun - ibid. 

Battle of Hochkirchen fog. 14]. a = 276 

om Death 


ck int bene and returns to. the ae ey a] 


notes axony ; 278 
‘<% Operations i in that edo during = ablence ge 
BRSItEE of Drefden by Marefchal Daun = - ibid. 

The Auftrian General relinguifes his’ omnes and. the 
‘King of Praffia enters Drefden intriumph - _ibid. 


Si quails diftinguiihed by. valour. and conduét, the illuftri- 


ous Frederic appears triumphant over all his enemies 280 


The Britifh arms recover their luftre both by land and fea ib. 


Admiral Ofborn takes two French fhips. of the line’ ibid, 


Sir Edward Hawke difperfes and” drives on fhore.a. French 


“fleet bound for North America’ Ro ae 


A new expedition to the coaft of France planned — ibid. 
The Admirals Anfon and Hawke ride triumphant in the 


Channel; infult the French harbours, and deftroy the 
fhipping ‘and naval ftores at St, Servan, a port adjoining 


to St. Malo = ogee ee 
Third expedition to fn coatt of. isa e 283 
Cherburg taken, and the fortifications demolithed ibid, 
Joy of the Englith populace on that occafion "ibid. 
Farther proceedings of the troops on the. coaft of France 
ibid. 
A retreat is judged neceflary > - 284 
Difatter at St. Cas x *: 285 


Sir John Armitage, and many roles gentlemen, who had 
acted as volunteers, killed or drowned, with near a thou- 


fand Britifh troops - ibid, 
Reflections on thofe expeditions to the coat of France ibid. 
Britifh affairs in North America aa xf 236 
Siege of Louifburg by general Ambherft 3 ibid. 
State of the garrifon ibid. 
Light Houfe Batter) taken by general Wrote: = 287 
Gallantry of the captains Balfour and Laforey ibid. 


Louifburg furrenders ; and the whole itland of Cape Breton, 
“and alto that of St. John, fubmits to the arms of his Bri- 
tanic Majetty : : - ibid, 

Expedition of General J Ay eeamibie ¢ againft Viconderoga 288 

Great ftrength of that place, both natural and artificial - ib, 

General Abercromie is repulfed in atterapting to carry it 
by affault; and obliged to retreat, with the lofs of two 


thoufand men - 289 
Fort Frontenac taken by Colonel Brad(reet oo Se de 
Expedition :3 


‘ a Grant, defeated — 299 

is garrifon abandons the threatened poft, to which 
yf “General Forbes gives the name of Fort Pitt = ibid. 

» French fettlements os the river Senegal, and the ifland 


; arms: < rks 
‘The Count de Lipliedineteaee ackebs of the ¥ rench nok: 
ons in the Eaft-Indies, makes himfelf mafter of the 
Y ihvitin fs deieie of Cudalore and Fort are Twice “on the 
coaft of Coromandel -*  . . - rene ibid, 


‘View of the itate of the contendi ing powers at the clofe | ae 


the vear 1758 


next cam bees sa a = ARR 2O§ 
Fatal reverfe in his eftien ibid. 
‘The French make themfelves. radars of Frankfort upon the 

Maine - = ibid. 


Prince Ferdinand repulfed by the Duke de Broglio, in ‘ar- 
tempting to get elt jefon of the village of Bergen [ Aprit 


Posh 3 294 
The French armies on the Upper and Lower eBiine form a» 
junction near Marpurg — : = = ibid. 
Prince Ferdinand judges it prudent to retire 5 ibid. 
_ Rapid progrefs of the Freach a - ibid. 


They make themfelves matters of Muntter and Minden, 
and the ele&torate of Hanover feems in danger of being 


a fecond tine conquered a. = t= abids 
Prince Ferdinand refolves to give them battle 29% 
‘Takes meafures for that purpofe = 2 ibid. 

_ Battle of Minden or Thornhaufen [ Aug. 1.] a 296 
The French defeated but not purfued 4 297 
Inguiry into the caufe of that neglect 2 ~~ abid. 
Winden retiken “> ibid. 


Cenfure paffed by Prince Ferdinand .upon Lord Gras 
- Sackville, who “commanded the Britifh and Hanoverian 
horfe - ~ ibid. 

The difpute between them: Pomivertd a ibid. 


tA a nes | ee Ogee eee. © abe 


The View of the State of Europe, and the Hiftory of the 
general War purfued, from the Defeat of the French 
a Minden, to the Death of George £1. 


Prince Ferdinand enabled, by the victory at Minden, effec- 


tually to defend the electorate of Hanover 298 
Obliged to weaken his army, in order to fupport the King 


of Proffia ine - - ibid, 
. ‘ ihe 


otis aks ak 


of ‘Goree, on the caatt of "Africa, reduced i the Britifh. 


. 
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1759 Great fuccefs of the. king of Pruflia in the beginning of 


Tae "The Pride iider General? ) 
— -Ruffians in Silefia, the k 


iba. weit, perlen! 


- Marefchal Daun appried of his 


2 Bs Rae 5 it 


Laudohn with twelve thoufand ee, to pees “vigour to q 
the Ruffian army ’ me —ADid: ie. 
Battle of Cunner{dorff rage 12. 1Z phar ee ibid, a 
‘The Ruffians broken, but again form under cover of the in 
_ Auftrian cavalry, and take poffeffion of an eminence <a 
sealed, The Fews Burying Ground OT te Fi ibid. ah 
. Gallant but ineffetual efforts of the Pruffians = 300. re 
‘ ‘The Auftrian cavalry break the Pruffian infantry, and night ‘a 
only prevents the whole Pruffian army from being utterly = 
cut off - : ee ibid. a 
Horrid carnage on both fides = - Zor eres, 
Singular circumftances attending the battle = - —_ ibid. a 
Mafterly movements of the Pruffian Monarch, after his de- 'y 
feat - - - 302 
He appears again formidable a ibides 
Both the Ruffian and Auftrian armies | 3 obliged to aét on the 
defenfiive — = ibid. 


' Great Progrefs of the Ariny of the Empire i in Saxony ib: 
The Prufiians recover every exes in that electorate except 


Drefden - ibid. 
The King forces the Ruffians to retire into Poland, and 
joins his brother Henry in Saxony - 303 


‘Having compelled ‘Marefchal Daun to retreat, as far as 
Plawen, he forms the project of obliging the Auftrian 
army under that commander to furrender at difcretion, 


by cutting off his communicatioh with Bohemia 304 
The Pruffian troops employed in this fervice furrounded, 
and made prifoners [ Nov. 16.] - ibid. 


Marefchal Daun takes fhelter in the fron camp of Pirna, 
and the King of Pruffia puts his army into winter-quar- 
ters = = S 3065 

Naval and ery tranfaétions in the Weft Indies “ib. 

Expedition from England againil the iffand of Martinico ib. 

The attack upon that ifland mifcarries, and the armament 
proceeds to Guadaloupe - - 306 

‘The troops are landed, and the town of Baffe Terre taken ib. 

‘The Marines and Highlanders carry Fort Lewis by affault 


30 
Mifcondué of the invaders Races x. eo sbid. 
General Barrington changes the plan of cperations, and the 
whale ifland fubmits to his Britannic Majetty ibid, 
Extenfive plan of operations formed by the Britifh Generals 
in North America = - 308 
Great ftrength of the French in Canada - 309 
S . General Am! nerft makes himfelf mafter of the French forts “ 
of Crown Point and Ticonderoga ~ ibid. 


But 
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aa ni ot able to Ei, according to Pad bos a Niiiétine 


= nee 


Death of General Prideaux - : ibid. 
ir William Johnfon, on whom the command devolved, 
eats the aos and reduces the dapartant Sarg of 

agara 
rie againft Quebec undet the Cagdnet of Genera 
fe Iz 


- Having landed the’ troops in the ifle of Orleans, he ne 


lithes a {pirited manifefto - > meubid. 


_ Finds himfelf furrounded | by difcouraging difficulves “ibs 


He takes poffeffion of Point Levi, on the fouthern bank of 
the river St. Lawrence, and eretts batteries againft the 


city of Quebec 313 
Thefe batteries, by reafon oF their ees make little ims 
preflion upon the fortifications . - ibid. 


The French army, under the Marquis de Montcalm, 
~ ftrongly entrenched between the rivers Montmorency and 


St. Charles = = - ibid. . 


Wolfe refolves to attack the French camp, in hopes of 
being able to approach Quebec on that fide - If 
He is renaMed with the lofs of five hundred men [July 


B05 - - ibid. 
General Murray is fent with a A serasiscast above the town 
315 

. Burns a valuable magazine at Chambaud - ibid. 


Returns with an account of the Progrefs of General Am- 
herit - - ~ - ibid. 
Uneafinefs of General W olfe at his own want of fuccefs 316 
Having called a council of war, in which it was refolved, 
“ That the future operations fhould be above the town, %, 
he abandons his camp at Montmorency [Sept. 3.] ib. 
Good effects of this meafure = z ibid. 
The Marquis de Montcalm is induced to divide his forces 317 
General Wolfe makes a defcent, in the night, on the north- 
ern fhiore of the river St. Lawrence, a little ore Quebec, 
and gains the heights of Abfahant before morning ib. 


Montcalm advances to the defence of that capital _ ibid. 
Battle of Quebec [Sept. 13.} - Sian 318 
Death of General Wolfe Z : bid. 
Total defeat of the Frencharmy + - = 320 
The Marquis de Montcalm mortally wounded wire BO 
Particulars of the death of General Wolfe 3 ibid. 

His character = ibid. 


Character and erie of the Marquis de Montcalm 321 
‘The citv of Quebec furrendeérs to the Britifh fleet and army 
ibid. 


Military operations in the Eaft Indies sist yk pid 
paces of Madrafs by the French forces under General Lally 


\ 322 
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He is obliged to abandon he enterprile,. 322 
Succefsful efforts of the Britifh ieee? under Col. Coote ib. 
Battle of Vandivafh - ‘¥ ibid. 
Gallant behaviour and death oF Major Brereton - 323 


The French defeated, after two bloody combats, in which Col. 
Coote and Major Monfon greatly diftingvith themfelves ib. 
Surat taken, and the Dutch humbled for an hottile attempt 
~ in Bengal 324 
Particular account of the confpiracy of the Dutch ibid. 
All knowledge of i it difowned by the States General 325 


Naval tranfactions in Europe - - “ib. 
The French threaten Great Britain and Ireland with inva- 
fion “ - 3 ibid. 


Three armaments fitted out euinue for that purpofe ib. 
The French ports in the Channel blocked up by Rear-Ad- 
miral Rodney and Sir Edward Hawke - ibid. 
Admiral Bofcawen, who commanded the Britifh fleet in the 
Mediterranean, blocks up, for a time, the harbour of 
Toulon cata = 326 
Sea-fight off Cape bess - ibid. 
The Toulon ficet defeated by ‘Adina Bofcawen, with the 
lofs of four fhips of the line, two taken, and two de- 


ftroyed - - - - ibid. 
Great preparations at Breft and at Rochfoit for an invafion 
of England . - “ibid. 

* Sea- fight | between Belleifle and Cape Quiberon  - 327 


1760 


Admiral-Hawke defeats the grand French fleet, commanded 
by M. de Conflans, and deftroys great part of i it, but lofes 
two fhips upon a fand-bank .- - 328° 

Account of the famous adventurer Thurot - ibid, 

After a variety of fortunes, witha {quadron of five fhips, he 
is overtaken by Captain Elliot, near the [fle of Man, and 
killed in the middle of a hot engagement [Feb. 28. + 329 

His whole fquadron is taken + = ibid. 

The people of Great Britain, in confequence of their naval 
victories, and their fuccefs in North America and the Eaft 
and Weit Indies, become fenfible of the foily of continu- 
ing the German war ~ - ibid. 

But the King and the miniftry perfift in the profecution of 
it, and the pore lament votes enormous fums for that pur- 


An - ~ fe) 
The French mi and gentry, no lefs zealous in the ae 
port of government ibid. 
French army in Weftphalia, ae Marétchat Bloglio, aug- 
mented to one hundred thoufand men ~ ibid. 
The allied army under Prince Ferdinand, lefs numerous, 
but the troops in better condition 331 

A detachment under the Ree: Prince of Brunfwick, 
defeated near Corbach cad 


A French detachment furprifed néar Ermidorf, and M. de 


Glaubitz 


8 


= “F 
; = ; 
- a 
7 . ‘ 
st" . 


oS) are ie EN oo. 
. Page 
Glaubitz, the commander, with one hundred and twenty- 
feven officers, and two thoufand two hundred men, made 
prifoners, by the Hereditary Prince - 331 
Battle of Warburg [July 31.] - 332 
The French obliged to retreat, with the lofs of three theu- 
fand men = - - ibid, 
This victory enables Prince Ferdinand to prevent Broglio 


‘from penetrating into the eleGtorate of Hanover, but not © | 


to protect the landgraviate of Hedffe - ibid. 
Operations of the King of Pruffia - 333 
He takes poffeffion of a {trong camp, between the Elbe anda 
the Mulda, and refolves to puriue a defenfive plan ib. 
‘That plan difconcerted by the activity and enterprifing ge- 
nius of General Laudohn, who threatens alternately Si- 
lefia and the New Marche of Brandenburg - 334 
Defeats Fouquet, the Pruffian General, [June 23.] and re- 
duces Glatz - - - 33 
Roufed by thefe misfortunes, the King of Pruffia makes a 
feint of marching into Silefia, but tuddenly returns, and 


lays fiege to Drefden - - ibid. 
Marefchal Daun obliges him to relinquifh his enterprife, 
[July 21.] yet arttully declines an.engagement 330 
General Laudohn invefts Breflaw, [July 30.] -~ < ibid. 
Prince Henry comes to the relief of the place, and the Auf- 
trians raife the fiege, [Aug. 5.] - 337 


Memorable march of the Pruffian monarch, in order to pre- 
vent the junction of the Ruffians and Auftrians in Silefia ib. 
Encompafied by three hoftile armies in his camp at Lignitz, 
he defeats General Laudohn - - 338 
So intimidates the Ruffians that they repafs the Oder, and 
obliges Marefchal Daun to raife the blockade of Schweid- 
nitz, and take refuge in the mountains of Landfhut 339 
The Ruffians and Auftrians, having formed a junction, enter 
Brandenburg, and make themfelves matters of Berlin 340 
The King of Pruffia’s affairs again feem defperate 341 
He refolves to retrieve them by fome great effort ibid, 
Paffes the Elbe with that view, and rufhes into Saxony ib. 
Marefchal Daun follows him with an army of eighty thou- 


fand men * - - - ibid. 
Battle of Torgaw, [Nov. 23.] - 342 
Marefchal Daun wounded, and carried off the field ib. 


‘The Auftrians are routed, and chafed over the Elbe ib. 
‘Importance of this victory - - ibid. 
The King of Pruffia recovers all Saxony, except Drefden ib. 
The Auftrians evacuate Silefia; the Ruffians abandon the 
fiege of Colberg, in Eaftern Pomerania, and retire into 
Poland; while the Swedes, defeated by the Pruffians in 
Weftern Pomerania, again take refuge under the cannon 


of Stralfund - = - ibid. 
Military operations in North America . 344 
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4 ie pos ~ real, where the Marquis. de Vaudreui 
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Sea. CE “nada, had fixed his head quarters, 
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7 _ Progrefs of General Amherft noe eS bad aed 


He ‘arrives at Montreal, and is there joined: by General 
~ Murray and Colonel Haviland, with two feparate bodies — 


an * cos ef ¥eope bide. = 
‘Convinced: that feifaivce would ne ineffectual, Vaudreuil = 
ear demands terms of capitulation 347° -! 


They are granted him, and Montreal, witht every ‘other 
~~ =place within the government-of Canada, is’ furrendered 
to hig Britannic majefty: Sie tie > TD, 

-- Ravages of the Indians in the back fettlements of Virginia 
and South Carolina - _ ibid. 

: They are reprefled by the Colonels Montgomery and Grant 

: > Sener 3 Ser stbid. 
= ees co The town of New Orleans, and. a few plantations higher 


ee on the Mififippi, alone remain to France of all the fettle- 
-- ments.in North America  ~ peace. tera GALS 
Succefs of the Britifh arms in the Eat Indies - bid. 
Colonel Coot invefts Pondicherry - ibid. 
Extravagant condn@, but gallant defence of Count Lally, . 
the governor 349) 
: “The place is furrendered * Colonel ‘Cobt, and ‘the gartrifon 
: made prifoners of war [Jan: 15, 1761.] =" ibid. 
Great power of the Engliih, and utter fubverfion of that of 
France, in Indoftan - = s ibid... 


Thefe conquefts open the moft extenfive views to the fub- 
jea&ts of Great Bri tain, and make them diffatisfied that fo. 
greata‘portion of the national wealth and force fhould . - 
be employed in the profecition- of the war in Germany -. 


e) 
Death: and tharatter of Geo Ti: ® =e en ee Soe 
Acceifion of George UT. ao i 351 
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Sta te of Lu oper and the Progrefs a the War, in all Quar- 


tors “of th e Globe, carricd Forwa ‘a from the. Acceffion of : 
George TEI. to the Peace of Pari 7S, 0” 17036 
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George II. the moft powerful monarch in Europe a6r 
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‘His Catholic Majefty ee jealous 3 the. progrefs of, i 

the Britifh arms in America r 4 ibid. 5 

That jealoufy induces him to feek refuge ultimately in the #3 

famous FamtLy RORUE AS fo long and cognely folicited a 

2 as P¥ France ibid. aa 

> Progre Progrefs of the negociation between the courts of London a 

ar staid. Verfailles cry aerage ote D ass a ast 355 a 

Mepeae. Tis interrupted. =co.m.20s6 Hq ere pea 350 eo 
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-+ = Prince Ferdinand gains fome advantages over.the French in ae 

-- = = Welftphalia, in the early part of the campaign, but is af- eat 
+» terward obliged to abandon: his ruta: and retire 
behind the Dymel - ae ahs ibid. 


He is attacked by the united aa of Broglio and Soubife, 
at the village of Kirch Denkern, and obliges them to re- 


tire with the lefs of five thou'and men e ibid. 
~~ In corfequence of this victory, he is enabled to protect the 
-~ electorate of Hanover ibid. e 


The king of Prutia acts folely. « on the detetiee, yet the 
— eae make themfelyes maiters of Schw eidnitz, and 
the Ruifians of Colberg . 357 

Expedition againit Belle: fle, on the coatt of France ~ ibid, 

It is reduced ‘by the bravery of the Britifh troops, after the 

"citadel of ‘St. Palais had been invefted fix weeks, 
{June 7.] : 2 358 

This conqueft, in the opinion of the more intelligent part 

of the nation, dearly ges a with the lives of two 


thoufand men = ibid 
The negociation with France refumed s ibid. 
Offer of ceflions. ‘and exchanges,made by the court of Ver- 
‘> Faalles estas « 359 
_ Difputed points 2 be Seibid. 
The negociation finally wie off 2 360 


: ee ; b.2 Its Sie 
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Its failure partly occafioned by the interference of the court 
of Madrid. 9. = ‘if ofethttea® Vox ~ 360 
Private Spanifh memorial prefented by the French minifter, 
along with his public memorial of propofitions _ ibid. 
Indignation of the Britifh minifter, who expreffed his afto- 
nifhment at feeing a propofal for accommodating differ- 
ences between friends coming through the medium of an 
enemy - - 361 
The court of Verfailles condefcends to make an apology, 
but the Spanifh ambaflador juftifies the liberty taken by 
the French minifter, as conformable to the fentiments of 
his matter : Z EB ibid. 
It appears that Spain had been made acquainted with every 
ftep in the negociation between Franceand England 362 
Family Compad figned - - ibid. 
The Earl of Briftol, the Britifh ambaffador at the court of 
Madrid, ordered to remonftrate on the daring interpofition _ 
of Spain in the negociation between France and posiend 
ibid, 

Mr. Wall, the Spanifh minifter, refufes to give up any of 
the points in difpute, and indireétly owns the alliance be- 


tween the courts of Verfailles and Madrid ibid. 
Mr. Pitt, the Britifh minifter, propofes an immediate decla- 

ration of war againit Spain £ te) ibid. 
His advice oppofed by a majority of the privy council ibid. 
‘Their arguments : - 363 
They had no weight with Mr. Pitt - 364 
His animated fpeech on the occafion e ibid. 
Cool reply of Earl Granville - 2 365 
Mr. Pitt refigns z <= ibid. 
Account of the rife of the Earl of Bute be ibid. 


Circumftances attending the refignation of Mr. Pitt 366 
Alarm occafioned by that event : - ibid. 
Attempts made to deftroy the reputation of Mr. Pitt, both 


as a ftatefman and patriot - Zs 367 
Vindication, by his friends - - ibid, 
Thofe difputes engage the attention of all Europe 368 


The French miniftry induftrioufly circulate intelligence of 
a fecret treaty between the courts of Verfailles and Madrid 


ibid. 
The new minifters of George III. demand an account of 
the nature of that treaty : : 369. 
The Spanifh miniftry avow the Family Compad ibid. 
Ambafladors of the two courts recalled - ibid. 
Fundamental articles of the Faminy Compact 370 
Mutual declarations of war ified by the courts of London 
and Madrid s 35 eS 2-30 
An attack meditated by Spain upon the kingdom’ of Portu- ; 
gal ~ ~ ~ * qbid, 
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- Retrofpeétive view of the ftate of that kingdom 372 
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From the Peace of Westpuatia, in 1648, to the 
_ PEAcE of Parts, in 1763. 
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General View of the Affairs of Evrore, from the Death of 
Lewis XIV. in 1715 to the Death of the Emperor, Cuarres VI, 


in 1740. 


i ise E period on which we are now entering is happily 
diftinguithed by few great events, for great events 
are generally connected with great. calamities. The 
war, that had fo long ravaged the fineft part of he 
Europe, had ceafed at the peace of Utrecht, and eet 
difcord feemed to have left the earth with the reftlefs fpirit 
of Lewis XIV. but a certain degree of agitation remained, 
like the rolling of the waves after a-ftorm. 

The progrefs of the rebellion in Great Britain, againft the 
authority of George I. and with a view of reftoring’ the fa- 
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ily of Stuart, I ca aboeay had ee to aay. The 


{peedy: and. fortunate fuppreffion of that rebellion, as muft 
ever be the cafe in all free governments, increafed the influ- 


“ence of the erown. ‘The Whig-minif ry; no longer under ’ 


2 


any apprehenfions from the encroachments of arbitrary 
power, and willing utterly to crafh their political enemies, 
without forefecing the {tab they were giving to public liber- 
ty framed - a pill for repealing the Triennial Act (lately 
~ thought: effential, by their own party, to the freedom of the - 
_ Englith conftitution), and for extending the duration of parm 


“Fanon 0 the term of Seven Years. This bill, though 


warily oppofed by the Tories (who ‘now, in contradiStion 


eres principles, took the popular fide of all queftions), 
- and by many independent and unprejudiced members of bo - 


houfes, was carried by ‘a great majority : : andthe 
king, by the uniform fupport of the Whigs, who ~ 
im ‘their love of power forgot their republican ee found 
himfelf firmly feated on the Britif throne. 

The authority of the duke of Orleans, regent of Franéey 
during the minority of Lewis XV. was yet lefs perfectly 
éftablithed. He had a powerful factioi to ftruggle with; 
and therefore judged it prudent to ftrengthen himfelf by al- 


A. D. 1716. 


‘liances: But it will be proper, my dear Philip, before I enter 


into the particulars of thofe alliances, to turn your eye, for 
a moment, toward another quarter of Europe. 

The Turks, who are far from being profound politicians, 
happily remained quiet while the Chriftian princes were 
moft deeply embroiled among themfelves ; but no fooner 
was the general peace concluded, than Achmet {II. com-~ 
menced hoftilities againft the V. enetians, and made himfelf 
mafter of the Morea, or ancient Peloponnefus. The em- 
peror Charles VI. as ‘guarantee of. the treaty of Carlowitz, 
by which ‘this ter ritory had been’ affigned to the republic of | 
Venice, ras bound, in. honour, to declare war againft the 
‘Turks for infringing it ‘—and the pope, alarmed.at the pto- 
os of the Infidels, urged his Imperial Maijefty to fland. 


5 fat as 
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ith in es of Chriflendom. Charles accordingly af 
fembled a powerful army, under the celebr ated prince Bus 
gene ; who pafled the Danube, and defeated the ee xin’ 
zier Ali at Peterwaradins The year following, — cae 

the fame general undertook the fiege of Belgrade. 7°” m1 
The Turks advanced to its relief, and befieged him in his 
camp: His danger was imminent: but military {kill and 


difciplined valour triumphed over numbets and favage fero= 


city. He fallied out of his entrenchments ; and, falling fade: 
denly upon the enemy, routed them with great flaughter} a1 
took their cannon, baggage, and every thing belonging 
their camp: - Belgrade furrendered immediately after: 

_ The confequence of thefe two victories was the peace of 

Pa flarowitz, by which the Porte ceded to the em- 
» peror Belgrade and all the bannat of Temefwaer! 
But the Venetians, on whofe account the war had been un- 
dertaken, did not recover their poffefions in Greece: the 
Morea was left, and ftill remains, in the hands of the Turks: 

What time the arms of the emperor were employed againft 
the Infidels; a new enemy wag, rifing up againft him in 


A. D, 1718. 


Chriftendom, and even from the bofom of the Catholic ° 


church: Philip V. of Spaiti, having loft his firft queen; 
Maria Louifa of Savoy; had married, in 1714, Elizabeth 
Farnefe, prefumptive heirefs to the duchies of Parma; Pla- 
centia, and Tufcany, with all the territories belonging to 
them. ‘This. marriage, which not a little alarmed the em- 
‘peror, was chiefly brought about by the intrigues of Albe- 
roni, an Italian prieft, and a native of Placentia, who foon 
rofe to the higheft favour at the court of Madrid, and was 
honoured by the pope with a cardinal’s hat. -The princes 
Urfini, who had long directed all things in Spain, and whe, 
it is faid, might have fhared the throne, had the not hoped to 
govern more abfolutely, and lefs invidioutly, by means of 
another, was now ordered to quit the kmgdom. The new 


queen, who was a woman of fpirit, governed alone her too 
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ealy wiberds and Alberoni erned the queen, by 
her, ambition ® i a RES ES os Bt ieee Piste 
he bold, ‘father: than corres, or: luminated apres of 
iitter, made him form the moft extraordinary F pro= 
principal as well as “moft rational of 

f fufficiently romantic, was to recover. all dhs 


ie, 


anton that Spain had ceded at the peace of Utrecht, but 


“more efpecially ber Italian dominions. This idea feems to 
Rave occupied the mind of Alberoni when he. negociated the ~ 
‘marriage of Philip V_ with the princefs of Parma, whofe in- 


~tereft in Italy was. great, | and for whofe. offspring thofe fpe= 


culative conquefts were déligned, as” all hopes. of their fuc 
ceeding to the Spanifh monarchy were cut off by the chil- 


dren of the firft bed. In order to enable him to execute that d 


ambitious proyect, which was highly flattering to the queen, — 
he laboured indefatigably, and with no fmall “degree of fucs 
eefs, to put the Spanifh finances on at respectable ‘footings 
while he new-modelled and greatly augmented both the canny 
and navy. Saeec “Sie % 
Alberoni, however, did not rély ety: on the refources 


of Spain for the execution of fo great an undertaking. He > 
"extended his’ negotiations and intrigues to every court in Eu- - 


rope. He endeavoured to engage the ‘Turks, notwithftand- 
ing their loffes, to’ continue the war againgt the emperor, _ 
whom he meant to ftrip of his ItaHan conquefts. ’ He per- 
fuaded Philip V~ that his renunciation was invalid, and that 


he had ftilka better right than the duke of Orleans, not only 


to the crown of France, in cafe of the death of Lewis XV. - 
without male fue, but alfo to the regeney daring the mino-- 
rity of that prince. In hopes of bringing about: this import 
ant revolution, and becomimg prime muniiter of both France 
and Spain, he aceordingly inflamed, ee reach malcontehts. 
He alfo ericouraged the cn ce Me whom he 
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held aE poke es ; and he fad formed a fcheme, 
inY conjun@ion with the duke of Ormond, the baron de 
Goertz, and Charles XII. of Sweden, who thirfted - after Te- 
venge on the houfe of Hanover, of acquiring a new and _ 
- powerful ally to his mafter, by placing the Pretender on the 
throne of Great Britain. But all thefe dazzling projets foon 
-vanifhed into air, and this meteor of a moment difappeared 
with them. ne 
‘We have already feen in. what manner the intrigues ste 
- the baron de Goertz were defeated, by the feizure of the pa-’ 


pers of Gyllemburg, the Swedith ambaffador at the court of © 


England, and the fubfequent death ‘of Charles XII... ‘Thofe 
of Alberoni were defeated, in like manner, by the feizure of 
the papers of prince Cellamar, the Spanifh ambaffader. at the 
court of France. The project of prince Cellamar and his 


confederates was, to land a body of Spanifh troops in Brit- | 


tany, in order to favour the affembling the malcontents of 

‘Poitou ; to feize the perfon of the duke of Orleans, and 
oblige him to refign the regency to Philp V. On the dif- 
covery of this plot, cardinal Polignac, one of the principal 
confpirators, was confined to his abbey; -the duke and 
duchefs of Maine were taken into cuftody ; the prince de 
Dombes. and the count d’Eu were ordered to retire from 
court ; the Spanifh ambaflador was conduéted to the fron- 
tiers; five gentlemen of Brittany were executed, and the 
duke of Orleans found his authority thenceforth more firmly 
eftablithed *. 

The formerly precarious ftate of that authority, and the 
dangerous intrigues of Alberoni,, had induced the regent of 
France, in 1716, to enter into a league with England and 
Holland ;and the violent ambition of the court of Spain, 
which feemed to know no bounds, now difpofed thofe three 
powers, in conjunction with the emperor, to form the fa- 
smous QuADRUPLE ALLIANCE, as a dyke againft its fury. 
After the articles which provided for the maintaining of .the 
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were, That t the duke of Savoy, in con fid ion of certain 
places. in Taaly, fhould exchange with the smperor the | ifland 
of ‘Sicily r for that of Sardinia, ‘of which he fhould take the 

le; and that the em )peror Should paattcr on.Don Car- 
los, eldett fon of the young queen of. ae the inveftiture 
of the duchies of Parma, Placentia, and Tufcany, on the 
death of the prefent poffeffors without iues* 4 


5 


_ This formidable alliance made no alesse in the temper . 


of. #Atberoni: The* article that regarded the eventual fuccef. 
fion of Don Carlos was rejected with fcorn by the Spanifh 
court which had already taken. poffeffion of Sardinia, un- 
der. ‘pretence ‘of affifting the Venetians againtt the Turks, 
and of great part of the ifland of Sicily. ‘The confequence 
of his obftinacy, ; and of-thefe unprovoked hoftilities, was 2 
declaration of war againft Spain, by France and England. 
But, before that meafure was embraced, every method hads 
been tried, though ineffe€tually, to adjuft matters by nego- 
ciation: Alberoni fought only 1 to gain time, by amufing the 
minifters of the two crowns. He did not, however, fucceed 
in his fcheme, George I. even while he negociated, fent 2 a 
powerful fleet into the Mediterranean, under fir’ George 
Byng, who, being vefted with very ample powers, and find- 
ing every propofal to induce the Spaniards to accede to a 
ceffation of arms treated with difdain, proceeded to execute - 
his ultimate inftru€tions. He accordingly engaged the Spa- 
nifh fleet near the coaft of Sicily, and took. or deftroyed 
tw enty-one fhips out of twenty- _{even, fourteen of 
which were of the ling: yet could he not prevent 
the Spanith treops, commanded by the marquis de Leda, 
from making themfelves matters of the citadel of Meffina, 
the town having furrendered before his arrival. But, by his 
activity in tranfporting German troops into Sicily, both the. 
town and citadel were foon recovered: and the. 
Spaniards made overtures for evacuating the: 


iland. The recovery of Sicily was tollowed by ny th the fur ren- 
der of eaeas, 


Aug. 11 
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nr 


army toward the: frontiers of Spain, and made 


mafter of St. Sebaftian and Fontarabia ; the duke 


d 
failed in his attempt t land a Spanith sy Gre t Britain; 
and the duke of Berwick, having ma “prepar ns for 


ee 


opening the next campaign with the fiege 
andPampeluna, Philip V. acceded to the 
preferibed by the Quadruple Alliance, and Alberoni was 
difgraced 3. Mok se ER ae pe AB en ; 

While this ftalian prieft, the fon. of ‘a peafant, and for-! 
mierly the curate of a pétty village near Parma, was ambi~ 
tioufly attempting to change the political: ftate of Europe, a 
great and real change was brought about in the commercial 
world, in the finances of nations and the fortunes of indivi- 


~ duals, by a Scottifh adventurer, named John Law. Profef- 
fionally a gamefter, and a caleulator of chances, Law had 
been, obliged to abandon his native country, for having Killed : 


his antagonift ina duel. He vifited feveral parts of the con- 
tinent: and, on his arrival at Paris, he was particularly 
ftruck with the confufion into which the ambition of 
Lewis XIV. had thrown the French finances. To remedy 
‘that e |, appeared a tafk worthy of his daring genius :—and 
he flattered himfelf that he could accomplith it. The great- 


~nefs of the iden recommended it to the duke of Orleans, 


whofe bold {pirit and fanguine temper induced him to adopt 

the wildeit projects. 
LLaw’s fcheme was, by fpeedily paying off the immenfe 

national debt, to clear the public revenue of the enormous 


intereft that abforbed it. The introduétion of paper-credit 


could alone effect this amazing revolution, and the exigen- 
cies of the ftate feemed to require fuch an expedient. Law 
accordingly cftablifhed a bank, which was foon declared 
royal, and united with the Mifiifippi or Wett India company, 
from whofe commerce the greateit riches were expected, 


Big 2 and 


* 


L 


Si nor es 


‘3 Id. Ibid. iy : hs “as 


“in 1 the secotion, li undertook the yeaa of tk et 
to the coaft of Africa ; it alfo obtained the privileges of the 
old Eaft India company, founded by the celebrated Colbert, 
which had “gone to decay, and given up its trade to the mer- 
chants of St. ‘Malo ; and it, at length, engmolied the fins 
of the national taxes. é : ate 
The Miflifippi company, in a giant ante eftablithed on 


* 


Faebetoud foundations, and pregnant with fuch vaft advan- < 


tages, that a {hare inits ftock rofe to above twenty times ‘its 
original value. The caufe of this extraordinary rife deferves 
_to be traced. E ee 


Ithad long been believed, on the doubtful relations er 


vellers, that the country in the neighbourhocd of th er 
Mififippi contained inexhauftible treafures. Law availed 
himielf of this credulity, and endeavour ed to encourage and 
increafe it | yfterious reports. It was whifpered, as a fe- 
cret, that the Gini’ - but fuppofed fabulous mines of St. 
x Barbe, had at length been difcovered; and that they were 
much richer than even fame had reported them. In order to 
give the greater weight to this deceitful rumour, a number of 
miners were fent out to Louifiana, to dig, as was pretended, 

- the abundant treafure ; with a body of troops fufficient to 
_ defend them againit the Spaniards and Indians, as well as ta 
| -proteét the precious produce of their toils! _ | 
The impreffion which this ftratagem madewpon a nation 
naturally fond of novelty, is altogether aftonifhing. Every 
one was eager to obtain a fhare in the ftock of the new com- 
pany: the AZi/ifippi Scheme hecame the grand objeét, and 
the ultimate aim of all purfuits +, Even Law himfelf, de- 
me . ~ eeiyed 


Side The adventurers were nor farisSed with a Bask sietion with the com- 


pany, which had obtained the difpofal of that fine country. The proprietors. 


were: applied to from all quarters for large tracts of land for plattations 5 
which, it was reprefented, would:yield, ina few years, an hundred timas the 


fam pecellgey to. be laid out upon them, ‘The richeft. and moft intelligent 
“hich insthe hation were the moft forward in making thefe purehafes ; aa: : 


re 


‘ 
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ceived by his own calculations, and trast with ‘F pubs a 
lic folly, had fabricated fo many notes, that the chimerical 
value of the funds, j in 1719, exceeded fourfcore times the real 
value of the current coin of the kingdom, which ‘Was almott 
all in the hands of government. Fa 
| This profufion of paper, in which only thie debts of the 
fate were paid off, firft occafioned fufpicion, and after wards - 
fpread a general alarm.> The late financiers, j in conjunction 
with the great bankers, exhauited the Royal Bank, byicon- 
tinually drawing upon it for large fums. Every one wanted. 
to convert his notes into cafh; but the difproportion of {pecie 
xvas immenfe. Public credit funk at once; anda tyranni- 
eal edict, forbidding private perfons to keep by them above 
“five hundred livres, ferved only to crufh it more effectually, 
and to inflame the injured and infulted nation againft the 
Regent. Law, who had been appointed comptroller-general _ 
of the finances, and loaded with refpect, was now execrated 
and obliged to fly from a country he had beggared, without 
enriching himfelf, in order to difcharge the debts. of the 
crown’. The diftrefs of the kingdom was fo great, ‘and the 
public creditors fo numerous, that government was under the 
neceffity of affording them relief. Upward of five hundred 
thoufand fufferers, chiefly fathers of families, pr efented their 
whole fortunes in paper; and government, after liquidating 
thefe debts, which are faid to have originally amounted to a 
fum tooincredible to be named, charged itfelf with the enor- 
mous debt of fixteen hundred and thirty-one millions of 
livres, to be paid in fpecie®. 


. 


go 


fuch as could not afford to become purchafers, folicited the management of 
plantations, or even to be employed in cultivating them !— During this gene 
ral infatuation, all perfons who offered themfelves, whether natives or foe. : 
reignets, were promifcuoufly and carelefsly crowded into fhips, and landed on 
the burning fands of the Biloxi, a diftrit in Weft F.orida, between page 
and the mouth of the Miffifippi, where a French fettlement lad been incons 
fideratcly fo: med, and where thefe unhappy men perifhed in thoufands, of 
want and vexation; the miferable victims of a political impofture, and of 
heirs ‘own blind avidity. Raynal, Hift Pbilof. et Politique, liv. xvi, 
> 5. Voltaire, Raynal, and other French authors. _ 6. Voltaire. 
‘Thus 


-venue of the crown could fupply, and which the flatehas not. = 
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pay the intereft of that money; and the furplus ‘of thefe- 
‘taxes, which have always been more than fufficient to-an= 


‘Thusen ended, iFrames; theta y 


debt, swe it” sthivout i ‘enindads for a time ae 
moft diforder, Its effets, however, were “fot cn a i 
that Kingdom; Many foreigners had | adventured ‘in, the Re g 
French’ funds, and the contagion of ftock-jobbing infeeiee ‘tas 
_ other: pig ‘Holland received a flight “fhock ;» but» i. 
violence was : more peculiarly referved forEngland, "viele it 
“appeared i ina variety of forms, and exbatinel all its fur ‘ 
‘The Soura SEA ScHEME, evidently borrowed from that of © 
‘Law, firft excited the av idity of the nation. Buti it will. be > 
neceflary, before I enter upon that fubject, to give fome ac- ~ 
count of the nature of the sae and oe: — the —— . 
Sea Company. a ae ome 
Nothing, my dear Philip, i is fo much talked of in Hallion 
or fo little underftood, as the Narionau Dest, the Pus- 
nic Funnps, andthe Srocxs: I shall, therefore, endeavour — 
to give you a general idea of them. The National Debt is a2 
the refidue of thofe immenfe fams which government has, 


Lg 


in times of exigency, been obliged to raife, by way of volun- 
tary loan, for the public fervice, beyond what thesannial re- 


hitherto found it Convenient to pay off. TheePublic Fund >. 
confift of certain ideal aggregations, or maffes of the money ; : 
thus depofited in the hands of government, together with the 


_ general produce of the taxes appropriated by parliament-to 


fwer the charge upon them, compofes what is called the ~ 
Stxxing. Fun, as it was originally intended to he applied 

toward the reduCion, or finking of the national debt. The 

Stocks are the whole of this public and funded debt ; Agitigl: 
being divided into an infinity of por tions: oF thares,, bearing ¢ a ian 
kaown intereft, but different in the different funds, may be. 

readi iibyeegerone & fom one pe on to ea and sends 


4 


ws “Ta xxv | “MODERN oni mp \ ‘ay 


\ 


nfe or fall i in value according to the pletity: 0 or {earcity of 
money in the nation, or the opinion the pr seh have of 
the fecurity of public credit. . 

Suclris the prefent ftate of the ftocks ; which are fubjed to 
little flu€tuation, except in times of national danger or cala- 


 mity. For as the public creditors have long given up all ex- 


pectation of ever receiving their capital from government, 
the Stocks are not much affected by great national profperity, 


* unlefs when attended with a fudden or extraordinary influx 


tbe money, A ftrong probability, amounting to a fpeculative 
’ eertainty, that the intereft of the national debt will continue 
to be regularly paid, without any farther reduction, mutt 
raife the Stocks nearly as: high as they can go; and this is 


_the common effe&t’ of peace and tranquillity. -Formerly, 


however, the cafe was otherwife.. The loans were chiefly 
made by corporations, or great companies of. merchants ; 


- who, befide the ftipulated intereft, were indulged with certain 


commercial advantages. To one of thofe companies was 
granted, in 1711, the monopoly of a projected trade to the 
Spanish fettlements on the South Sea, an entire freedom to 
vifit which, it was fuppofed, England would obtain, either 
from the houfe of Auftria or that of Bourbon, in confequence 
of the prodigious fucceffes of the war. 

At the peace of Utrecht, no fuch freedom was obtained. 
But the Affiento, or contract for fupplying the Spanifh cos 
- jonies with negroes, conveyed to Great Britain by the com~ 
mercial treaty with Philip V. as well as the fingular privilege 
of fending annually to the fair of Porto Bello a thip of five 
hundred tons burden, laden with European commodities, | 
was vefted-exclufively in the Souru Sea Company. By 
virtue of this contract, Britith faCtories were eftablifhed at 
Carthagena, Panama, Vera Cruz, Buenos Ayres, and other 
Spanifh fettlements : and the company was farther permitted 
to freight, in the ports of the South Sea, veffels of four hun- 
.. dred. tons burden, in order to convey its negroes to-all the 
_ towns on.the coafts of Mexico and Peru ; to —- ae 


de 


as) 


it pleafed; to airs the’ sabre of hem, and to 
bring back the produce. of its fales in gold 0 or fil a Withont 
being fubject to any ‘duty of import or export 7. Es the = eet 
Nor was this all, - The agents, of the Britifh: South 
Company, under cover of the importation which they wer 
authorifed to make by the fhip fent annually to Porto Bella, 
poured in their commodities on the Spanifh colonies, with- 
out limitation or referve. Inftead of a veflel of five ‘hundred 
tons burden, as ftipulated _by the treaty, they ufually em-- 
ployed one of a thoufand tons, exclufive of water and provi+ 
fions : fhe was acconipanied by three or four fmaller veffels, 
which fupplied her wants, and mooring in fome neighbour- 
ing creek, furnifhed her clandeftinely with frefh bales of 
goods, in order to replace fuch as had been previoufly fold *. 
By thefe various advantages, the profits of the South Sea 5 
- Company became exeeffively great, and the public fuppofed 


_ them yet greater than they really were. Encouraged by 
s fach favourable ‘circumftances, and by the general fpirit of 
: “uaricious enterprize, fir John Blount, one of the directors, i 
ie who had been bred a fcrivener, was tempted to projeé, in 
“““-y719, the infamous SourH Sea ScHEMeE. — Under pretence 

of enabling government to pay off the national debt, by. 


lowering the intere?, and reducing all the funds into one, he 
propofed that the South*Sea Company fhould Pecuim the 
fole public creditor. ee ee 

- A 4fcheme fo plaufible, and fo -ady antageous to the ftate, 

7 as readily adopted by the miniftry, and foon received the 
andlion of an act of parliament!’ The purport of this. a& 
was, That the South Sea‘Company fhould be authorifed to ~ 
buy up, from the feveral proprietors, all the funded debts a 
the crown, which then bore an intereft of five per cent. and ns 
that, after the expiration of fix. years, the intereft thould be 
reduced to four per cent. and the capital be redeemable by aee 

* 
¢ Anderfon’s Hit. of Commerce, ol i. 
- id. jb. See alo Robertfon's Hi a at America, hank Vill, 


ah parliament. 
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parliament, But as the directors could e ‘be fuppofed 
poflefled of money fufficient for fo great an undertaking, 
they were empowered to raife it by different means; and 
particularly by opening books of fubicription, and granting 
annuities to fuch PoREer er editor as fhould think proper to 
exchange the Jecurity of the crown for that of the South Sca 
Company, with the emoluments which might refult from their 


commerce °°. 
While this effi was in- agitation, ‘ihe hock ef the South 


‘Sea company rofe from one hundred and thirty, or thirty 


pounds on the hundred above its primary value, to near four 
hundred pounds, or four times the price paid by the firft fub2 
{cribers ; and in order to raife it {till higher, Blount, the pro- 
jector of the fcheme, circulated a report, on the pafling of 
the bill, that Gibraltar and Minorca would be exchanged 
for fome places in Peru, by the ceffion of which the Britifh 
trade to the South Sea would be much enlarged. In confe= 
quence of this rumour, which operated like contagion, by 
exciting hopes of prodigious dividends, the fubfcription- 
books were no fooner opened than perfons of all ranks and ~ 
conditions, as well as all ages and fexes, crowded to the 
South Sea houfe, eager to become proprietors of the ftock. 
The firft purchafes were, nm a few weeks, fold for double 
the money, paid for then; and the delufion, or rather the i ine 
fatuation, was carried fo far, that-ftock fold, at lait, for ten 
times. its original price. New proje€tors flarted up every 
day, to avail themfelves of the avarice and credulity of the 


‘nation ; and the Welch copper company, the York building 


company, and many others, were formed. 


9. See the ae act. 
“IOs Thefe emoluments, as we have already Sen, were very great; yet fo 


intelligent a writer as Dr. Smollet has faid, “That in the {chenie of Law 


= 


~ there was /ometbing fubftantial : an. exclufive trade to Louifiana promifed j Jomé 
art advantage; but the South Sea. {cheme promife gio, commercial advantage” of 


“ any confequence.”  (Hift of Eng. vol x-) So ‘inien of the greateft ta-_ 


jents to be the dupes of ignorance or preju 
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No incctefiel pbc was fo abfard as not to meet with 
encouragement, during the public delirium ; but the arith: Sea 
{cheme continued to be the great object of attraction. — At 
Jength, however, to ufe- the phrafe of the times, ‘the bi ble 
began to dur/?. It was difcovered, that fuch as were thought 
‘to be in the fecret had difpofed of all their ftock, while the _ 
tide was at its height. An univerfal alarm was {pread, 
Every one wanted to fell, and no body to buy, except at @ 
very reduced price. “The South Sea ftock fell. as rapidly as. 
it had rifen, and to the loweft ‘ebbs fo that, in a little time, 
nothing was to be feen of this bewitching fcheme but the 

 direful effects of its violence—the wreck of private fortunes, 
and the bankruptcy of merchants and trading companies ! 
nor any thing to be heard but the ravings of difappointed am-__ 
bition the execrations of beggared avarice; the pathetic 
wailings of innocent credulity, the grief of unexpected po- 


overty, or the frantic howlings of defpair '—-The timely inter- 
 pofition and f{teady wifdom of parliament only could have 
prevented a genéral bankruptcy. 

A Committee of the houfe of commons was chofen by 
ballot, to examine all the books, papers, dnd pro- 
ceedings relative to the execution ofthe South Sea 

ac; and this committee difcovered, that before any fubfcrip- 

tion could be made, a fititious ftock of five hundred and 

feyenty-four thoufand pounds had been difpofed of by the di- 

rectors, in order to facilitate the paffing of the bill. Mr. 
a Aiflabie, chancellor of the Exchequer, who had 
fhared largely in the ftock, was expelled the 
houfe of. commons, and committed to the Tower, for hay- 
ing promoted the deftructive execution of “ the South Sea 
“ fcheme, with a view to his own exhorbitant profit ; and 
«« having combined with the direCtors in their pernicious — 
«« practices, to the ruin of public credit.”? “Mr. fecretary 
Crages and his father, alfo great delinquents, died before 
they underwent the cenfure of the houfe; but the commons 


December. 


"A.D. 1721. 


“refolved, * 


< . 4 
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15 
fo siti shag aos ene. was “a no- 
TOUS, accomplice ce with. Robert. Knight, teafurer to the 
South Sea company, and fome of the directors, in carry- 

eS “ing on their fcandalous practices : and, therefore, that all 
«« the eftate of which he was poffeffed at the time of his 
<4 death, fhould be applied toward the relief of the unhappy 
“ ‘fafferers by the South Sea fcheme 1 The eftates of the 
dire&ors were alfo confifcated by act of par liament, .and di~ 
rected to be applied to the fame purpofe, after a certain -al- 


_lowance was deducted for each dire&tor, according to his 


-conduat and circumftances. 


. 


- The commons s having thus punifhed the chief promoters 
of this iniquitous fcheme, by {tripping them of their ill-got 
wealth, proceeded to repair, as far as poffible, the mifchiefs 
it had occafioned. They accordingly prepared a bill for 
that purpofe. On the inquiries relative to the framing of 
this bill, it appeared, That the whole capital ftock of the 


South-Sea company, at the end of the year 1720, amounted ~ 
to thirty-feven millions eight hundred thoufand pounds ; that — 


the ftock allotted to ail the proprietors did not exceed twenty- 
four millions” five hundred theufand pounds ; that the re- 
maining ca ftock belonged to the company in their cor- 
porate co being the profit arifing from the execution 
of the fraudulent ftock-jobbing fcheme. Qut of this, it was = 
enacted, that feven millions fhould be paid to the public fuf- . 


ferers. It was likewife enacted, that feveral additions era 


be made to the {tock of the proprietors, out of that poffefled 
by the-company in their own right; and that, after fuch. 
diftributions, the remaining capital ftock fhould be divided 
among the proprietors. By thefe wife and equitable regu-- 
lations, public credit was reftored, and the ferment of the 
nation gradually fublided. Oe 

The difeontents and diforders occaficned by the South 
Sea fcheme encouraged the Englith Jacobites. to think of 


41. Journals of the Commons, 1722. 


bh | 
inekie a new. secant to eine the line of Ricceitaaes “But i 


the fame want of concert, fecrecy, ‘ and fuccefs, attended this, = 
as every other plan for the reftoration of the unf tunate 


family of Stuart. George I. who had {pies in every popith. : 


court, and who had, by alliances, made almoft every Euro= 


pean potentate his friend, was informed, by the regent of — 


F rante, of the confpiracy hatching againft his government. 


A. D. 1722 Layer, a young gentleman of the Middle-Temple, 


was taken into cuftody, condemned, and executed, for having’, 


enlifted med for the fervice of the Pretender. The duke of 


Norfolk, the earl of Orrery, Dr. Atterbury bifhop of Ro- — 
chefter, lord North and Grey, with many other fufpected | 
perfons of lefs note, were committed to the Tower. But — 
they were all acquitted, for want of ‘evidence, except the © 


bifhop of Rochefter, who was degraded, deprived of his bes 
nefice, and banifhed the kingdom for life ** | 

As Dr. Atterbury was a man of » diftinguithed talents, ‘aad 
intimately connected with the heads of the Tory party, his 
caufe was warmly pleaded in the houfe of peers. Lor 


Bathurft, turning towards the bench of bifhops, who had 


difcovered peculiar animofity againft the prifoner, faid he 


could hardly account for the inveterate malice and-rancour 
with which fome men purfued the learned and ingenious 
prelate, unlefs they were infatuated with the fuperftition of 


certain favages, who fondly believe that they inherit, not 
only the fpoils, but the abilities, of anv great man whom 
they deftroy 13. When the bithop of Rochefter arrived at 


Calais, he met lord Bolingbroke on his return from exile, ' 
and had the fpirit to obferve, {miling, that they were ex- 


changed ! 


Soon after this confpiracy was defeated, died Philip duke of 
Orleans, regent of France, one of the mof ele--. 


A. D. A : eel 
nits gant, accomplifhed, and diffipated men. of - his 


time. As a prince, be poffeffed great talents for govern= 


wie oe ge nr 13e. Park Debate 1702 : — : 


In confequence of this information, Chriflopher — 
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“ment, which he did not fail to exert duri ing his ae ay: 


Notwithtanding his precarious fituation, he governed France 
with more abfolute authority than any minifter fiuce éardi- 
nal Richelieu, and took many important fteps for the benefit 
of the kingdom; but his own libertine example, and the 
neceflity of making the oppreffed people forget their miferies 


in a perpetual round of amufements, introduced an univerfal » 


corruption of manners, which fpread itfelf even to foreign 
nations '*. He was fucceeded in the adminiftration; but not 
in the regency, the king being come of age, by the duke of 
Bourbon. This minifter was foon fupplanted by cardinal 
Fleury, a man of a mild and pacific difpofition, who had 
been preceptor to Lewis XV. and who, at the advanced age 
of feventy-three, took upon him the cares of government. 
Fortunately for the happinefs of mankind, fir Robert 
Walpole, who began about the fame time to acquire an 


afcendant in the councils of Great Britain, and who foon _ 
after became prime minifter, poffeffed a difpofition no lefs 


pacific than that of Fleury. In confequence of this coin- 
ciding mildnefs of temper, the repofe of Europe was conti- 
nued, with little interruption, for almoft twenty years. 
Meanwhile feveral treaties were negociated between its dif- 
ferent kingdoms and ftates, for fecuring more effectually, as 
was pretended, the objets of the Quadruple Alliance, and 
the balance of power. One of thefe treaties, concluded pri- 
vately at Vienna; between the emperor and the | 
Spanith monarch, excited the jealoufy of George 1. 
«who wasunder apprehenfions for the fafety of his German 
dominions, as well as of fome feeret article in favour of the 


t 


D. 1725. 


‘’ 
14. The death of the duke of Orleans was diftinonifhed by a very finguldr 
circumftance. Having negleéted his ufual time of bleeding, he was feized 
with an apoplexy, in the arms of the duchefs de Talaris, and inftantly expired. 
Auegnftus IL ‘king of Poland, when informed of this circumftancé, wantonly 
éxclaimed, in the words of fcripture, “O may die the death of this ju/, 
saan?” alluding to his paying at once the debt of nature atid the debt of love, 
Mem. de Brandenburgh, tom. ie 


‘Vou. V. , ae Cc 
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' pofed to have died of a broken heart. 
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Pretender, many of whofe adherents were then entertained at _ 


the court of Madrid. It alfo gave umbrage to the French’ : 
and Dutch, as it granted-to the fubjects of the houfe of 
Auftria greater advantages, in their trade with Spain, than 
thofe enjoyed by any other nation's: and it guarantied a 
new Eaft India company, lately eftablifhed at Ofiend, which 
France, England, and Holland, were equally defirous of fup- 
prefling. 

In order to cerns the treaty of Vienna, anothe: was 
concluded at Hanover, between the three offended powers, 
and the kings of Pruffia, Denmark, and Sweden. Over- 
awed by this formidable confederacy, the emperor and the 
king of Spain remained quiet. The king of Great 
Britain, however, fitted out three ftout fquadrons, 
one of which he fent to the Weft Indies, under admiral 
Hofier, who had orders to block up the Spanifh  galleons 


in the harbour of Porto Bello, and to feize them, if they 


attempted to come out. In cruifing off that unhealthy coaft, 
where he was reftrained from obeying the dictates of his 
courage, the greater part of his officers and men were fwept 
Aes Soy away by the difeafes of the climate; his fhips 
were ruined by the worms, and he. himfelf i is fup- 

The Spaniards, in refentment of this infult, laid fiege to 
Gibraltar, but without fuccefs; and ‘a reconciliation was 
foon after brought about, threugh the mediation of France.* 
Tt was agreed, That the charter.of the Oftend Eaft India 


Saramay fhould be fufpended for feven—years-5- that ithe-——~ 


flipulat ons in the Quadruple Alliance, but particularly thefe ~ 


rejative to the fucceflion of Don Carlos to the duchies of 
= 


{ s poet Konigfeck, the Jmperial jeabifedoe at the court of Madid, had 


proc: ihefe advantageous conditions ‘for his matter, Charles VI. _by 
fizitccing che queen ef Spain with a profpect of a match between her fon Dea 
Caz ta anu tne archduchefs Maria Therefa, heirefs to all the extenfive domi- 


Hions oi ihe rivvie of Aultria. Mem. de Brandendurgh, tom. ii. 
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4 1rma, WPlacentia: and Tufcany, thould be - fulfilled ; ; a 
at all differences fhould be adjufted by a congrels. This 
congrefs, which was held at Soitfons, produced the treaty 


of Seville, by which all grounds of difpute were finally 
removed. ; 


During thefe negociations ‘died tio ha, shidakt and | 


Virtuous prince, whofe attachment to his German dominions, 
which has been much magnified, was made ‘ufe of by the 
Tories'to render him odious to the Englifh nation. He was 
fucceeded by his fon, George If. whofe acceffion made no 
alteration in the fyftem of Britith politics.; The adminiftra- 
tion was wifely continued in the hands of the Whigs, the 
only true friends to the Proteftant fucceffion, or to the prin- 
ciples of the Revolution: andthe fame Tory faction, which 
had fo frequently attempted to thwart the meafures, and 
overturn the throne of the firft Geor ge, continued their vio- 


Sir Willianr Wyndham, Mr. Shippen, Mr. Hungerford, and 
others, being men of great abilities, were foon joined by cer- 
tain difgufted courtiers, of equal if not fuperior talents, who 
hoped, by fuch_ coalition, to humble their fuccefsful rivals, 
and get into their own hands the higheft employments of the 
flate. Mr. Pulteney, the fineit fpeaker of the houfe of com- 
mons, and lately a member of adminiftration, already made 
one of their number. Lord Carteret and the earl of Chef. 
terfield, the moft diftinguifhed orators in the houfe = peers, 
afterwards joined the phalanx. 
"This eomcnhn body, by continually oppofing the mea- 
sand.pafficnately railing againft conti- 


nental case Aione Ae quired great popularity, and at laft 
‘became formidable to th 


felves, were always predict y and ruin in the midit 
of the moft profound peace, | theft national prof- 
Bere 5 and a fmall ftanding army, hic. it was thought 
fecy e 7 Cg es prude: 


oo ae 
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on “affected to call them- 


Tent oppofition in parliament, during the more early part of — 


the reign of George II. The heads of this fa@tion, namely, 
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prudent to keep oe was iorceneteoaee gine of otifm. 
The liberties of ‘the people were believed by many to be ir 
* danger. But thofe liberties, or at leaft the freedom of the — 
conftitution, has fuffered more from a pernicions fyftem of | 


domeftic policy, which that violent oppofition at firftmade ne~ 


‘ceffary, than from the fo much dreaded military eftablifhment. 

“When the wheels of government are clogged, and the 
machine rendered almoft f{tationary, by the arts of an ambi- 
tious faction, the whole influence of the crown muft be em- 
ployed, in order to accelerate their motion. The force. of 


oppofition muft be broken: its ableft members muft be drawn - 


over to the fide of royalty, by the emoluments of office or 
the fplendour of titles; by the higheft honours and employ- 


ments of the flate. If this cannot be effeCted, if nothing lefs - 


will content their pride than an entirely new arrangement of 
the fervants of the crown, a meafure always difagreeable to 
a fovereign, and often dangerous, as it may poffibly be 


attended with the lofs of his throne :—if the heads of oppo- — 


fition cannot be taught filence, or.induced to change fides, 


without a total change of adminiftration, the king muft either , 
refign his minifter, or that minifter muft fecure a majority ~ 


in the national affembly by other means**. No minifter ever 


underftood thefe means better than Sir Robert Walpole. a 


/ Pofleffed of great abilities, and utterly deftitute of principle,. 
he made no fcruple of employing the money voted by -par- 
liament, in order to corrupt its-members. Having difcovered 
that almoft ev ery man had his price, he bought many ; and, 


to gain more, be let loofe the wealth of the treafury-at elec-— 
tions *7. ‘The fountain of liberty was poifoned in its fource. 


16. Some men of patriotic principles have fondly imagined, that a good 
minifter muft always be able to command fuch a majority, merely by the: 
rectitude of his meafures; but experience has evinced, that in factions times, 
all the weight of government is often Beceneny: to carry even the bet 


meafures, 


17. © To deftroy Britifh liberty,’ fays lord Bolingbroke, “ with an army 


. of Britons, is not a meafure fo fure of fuceefs as fome people mayb believe. 
« To.corrupt the parliament is a Mower, but a more efleetual: method,” 


Diffirt. o on Parties, Letter x. 


Z 


. eee : 
1 ake vane evil pe a the very 
ua of our mixed government, and which renders it, in 
many refpects, inferior to a mere monarchy, regulated by © 

Jaws, where corruption can never become a neceflary engine 
_ sof ftate. To fay, that it is abfolutely neceffary, in our 
. government, would perhaps be going too far; but experience I 


proves, that it has generally been thought fo, fince the Revo~ ‘a 
Bs lution, when the powers of the crown were abridged. ‘The Pes Ayes f 
; opportunity which able and ambitiqus men: have, ‘by ithe 20 <8 : ; 
} freedom of debate in parliament, and which they: have feldom ane . 
failed to exercife, of obftrudcting our public meafures, renders i 


the influence of the crown in fome degree neceflary : and that 
is but a more refined fpecies of corruption, or a milder name 


for the fame thing. es 
Our patriotic anceftors, who fo glorioufly ftruggled for | 
the abolition of the more dangerous parts of. the prerogative, 
‘certamly did not forefee the weight of this enflaving influ- . 
* ence, which the entire colleéting and management of an im- 
menfe public revenue has thrown into the fcale of govern- 
* ment, by giving rife to fuch a multitude of officers, created by, 
‘and: removeable at, the royal pleafure ; and by the frequent 
“opportunities of conferring particular obligations, by prefer-’ 
ence in loans, lottery-tickets, contraéts, and other money- : 
tranfaCtions ; an influence too great for human virtue to~ 3 
withftand, and which has left us little more than the fhadow >: 
_of a free conftitution **. The Revolutionwas an over-hafty 


\ 


: “18. Nothing,” as lord Bolingbroke very juftly remarks, ‘can deftroy - 
“ the conftitution of Britain, but the people of Britain ; and whenever the 
- & people of Britain become fo degenerate and bafe, as to be induced by. cor- 
“ruption (for they are no longer in danger of being awed by prerogative) 
to chufe perfons to reprefent, them i in parliament, whom they have found 
by experience to be under an influence arifing from private intereft— 
BLES dependants upon a court, and the creatures of a minifler ; or others, who 
“bring no recommendation, but that which they carry in their purfes; then 
_ will that trite proverbial {peech be verified in our cafe, that the corruption of — 
© aft * the beft things are the worft : for then will “that very. change in the flate of 
6b peeperty and ower, which improved our conftitution fo much, contribute, ie 
ne ae Eston of it,” Differt. oa Parties, Lete ei: =, Aes 
, 03 a> s = <— 7 meas 


eas it giarded only gait 
_ the crown. The fubfequent prov vifi ee 
uuhe Whig formerly fo eee of liber 


i a ~ mies, ‘in . order to nicer the laminae tas of the 


‘ Saag crown, and at an other in oppofing the violent fa@tion occafi- 
fy - oned, » by the Hanoverian fuceflion, which it had been their ‘great 


new bias of the conftitution. In their anxiety for the fecurity 


fully neglected the independency of parliament, as well as the 
— of eleétions, in which it has its origin; till the malady 
was too inveterate to admit of a {peedy cure. _ t he ess 
~ ial Bill was a cruel {tab to liberty. ae ite jaa 
~ Let us not, however, defpair.. Some late laws aleies 5 
Svan and for excluding from the houfe of commons con- 
tractors and money-jobbers, will greatly contribute tg reft- 
flore, if not to perfect the Britith conftitution. But the friends 
of monarchy will perhaps queftion, whether an independent 


Sores KNOWS that corruption is a public evil; that it. is the parent 


of licentioufne/i, and of every enflaving vice. And as-the - 
= reigning family is now fully eftablithed on the throne, and 


without a competitor, government happily can have no occas 
fion for uzdue influence, in order to carry any wholefome 
meature. I fhall, therefore, conclude my obfervations on 
this fubje& with the memorable words of lord Bolingbroke; 
—* The integrity of parliament is a Kind of PALLADIUM, 
~~ a tutelary goddefs, who protects our flate *°”’—and if ever 
ies fhe is finally moved, we muft bid adieu to all the blefings 
. ot a free cae The forms of our conftitution, and the 
names of its different branches, may remain, but we hall 
not be, on that account, the lefs flaves. -o 


o 
o 
re 


~ 


a 19. Differt. on Parties, Let x, 


- Bbjeet to bring about, that they had no leifure to attend tothe - 


of that fucceffion, ftimulated by the luft of power, they fhame- | 


ae parliament would be a public good in this licentious kingdom # - 
And. that queftion is not without its dificulties. . Yet we 


Ae 
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+ In confequence of the treaty of Seville, confirmed by an- 
other at Vienna, Don Carlos took quiet poffeffion - 


. = 
4 4 ; = A.D. 1731. 
of the duchies of Parma and Placentia, on the fuc- — : 


ceflion becoming vacant, the emperor withdrawing his troops. 
By the treaty of Vienna, the emperor alfo agreed, That the 
Oftend company, which had given fo much ymbrage to 
France, England, and Holland, fhould be totally “diffelved, 


en condition that the contracting powers, in the treaty of | 


Seville, fhould guaranty the PRAGMATIC SANCTION ; or 
domeftic law, by which the fucceffion to the hereditary 
dominions of the houfe of Auftria were fecured to the heirs — 


female of the emperor Charles VI. in cafe he fhould die:. 


without male iflue. The propofal was acceded to; and 


the peace’of Europe continued undifturbed, till the death of ‘ 


Auguftus Il. king of Poland ’°. 
On this event, Staniflaus Leczinfki, whom Charles XII. 


had invefted with the fovereignty of Poland, in ae ie 


1704, and whom Peter the Great had dethroned, 


now become father-in-law to Lewis XV. was a fecond time 
chofen king. But the emperor, affifled by the Ruffians, 


obliged the Poles to proceed to a new election. The ele&tor ° 


29. That prince, when furprifed by death, was occupied with a defign of 
rendering the crown of Poland hereditary in his family. With this view. he- 
had planned a divifion of the Polifh dominions, hoping thereby to quiet the 
jealoufy of his neighbours. The project, however, he knew to be impracti- 
cable, without the concurrence of the king of Pruffia, He, therefore, defired 
Frederic I. to fend him the marefchal de Grumkou, that he might open his 
mind to him. Auguftus wanted to pump Grumkou, and Grumkou was no 
lefs anxious to difcover the fentiments of the king. Mutually actuated by 
this motive, they contrived to make each other drunk: and that drunken 


bout was followed by the king of Poland’s death, and a fit of ficknefs in Grum- . 


kou, of which he never got the better. (Mem. de Brandenburgh, tom. ii ) 
Auguttus II. was endowed with extraordinary bodily ftrength, a found under- 
flanding, a focial difpofition, and many princely accomplifhments. It was 
this Auguitus, who, in a fit of gallantry, twifted a horfe-fhoe in the prefence 
of a fine woman, in order to give her fome idea of his perfonallpowers ; and, 


aa the fame time, prefented to her a purfe of gold, to make her fenfible of his 


oe 
. iO fy 


“generolity. Love perhaps never fpoke a more eloquent language, 


. C4 c*. of 
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* 


“of Saxony, fon of the late king of Poland, who had married 


fae emper or’s niece, was raifed to the throne, under the name 


of Auguttus 10. and Staniflaus, as formerly, was os to 
abandon his crown. 
Though the diftance of his fituation, and hie a cll difpo- 
fition of his minifter, prevented the king of France from 
yielding ‘effectual fupport to his father-in-law, a fenfe of his 


own dignity determined him to take revenge upon the em- 


peror, for the infult he had fuffered in the perfon of that 
unfortunate prince. He accordingly entered into an alliance 
with the kings of Spain and Sardinia, who difo thought them- 
felves age orieved, and war was begun in Ttaly and on the 


frontiers of Germany. The duke of Berwick paffed the 


2 


Rhine, at the head ofthe French army, and Te- 
734 duced Fort Kehl. He afterward invefted Phitipf- a 
burgh, in the face of the Imperial forces, while the count 
de Belleitie made himfelf mafter of [raerbach. The duke of 
Berwick was killed by a cannon-ball, in vifiting the 


A. Diet 


tretiches **; but Philipfburg was taken neverthelefs. The 
marquis. @’Asfeld, who fuéceeded to the command of the 
21. The marefchal of Berwick is juftly reputed one of the greateft of 
modern commanders. No general ever had the coup dail quicker or more 
accurate; whether, in battle, to difcover the blunders of an enemy, and 
maké thofe decifive moments that carry victory with them; or, in a 
campaign, to obferye and take advantage of pofitions, on which the fuccefs of 
the whole depends. His character in private-life, though no lefs worthy 
admiration, is lefs known. ‘ It was impoffible,” fays Montefquieu, “ to 
st behold him, and not to be in love with virtue, fo evident was tranquillity 
‘¢ and happinefs in his foul. No man ever knew better how to avoid ex- 
i: ceffés; or, if 1 may fo expr efs myfelf, to ke ep élear of the {nares of virtne, 
«He hada great fund of religion, and was fond of the clergy, but could not 
s bear to be governed by them. No man ever followed more fridly thoefe 
% precepts of the Gofpel which are moft troublefome to men, of the world ; 
«no man, in a word, ever practifed religion fo much, and talked of it fo 
= little. He never fpoke ill of any one, nor beftowed any praife upon thofe 
«¢ whom he did not think deferving of it.. In the works of Plutarch I have 


“ feen, at a diftance, what great men were; in him I behold, at a : nearer 


* view, what they are,” Sketch 2 an HHiftorical Panegyric, 
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French army, as the eldeft lieutenant-general, continued the 


gperations of the fiege in fight of prince Eugene ; and in 
fpite of the efforts of that experienced general, and the overs 
flowings of the Rhine, the place was forced to furrender. 
The French and their allies were no lefs fuccefsful in Italy. 
The count de Montemar having gained a complete victory 
over the Imperialifts, at Bitonto in Apulia, the Spaniards 
.afterward carried. every thing before them, and in! two 
campaigns, became mafters of Naples and Sicily. Mean- 
while the forces of France and Piedmont, under old maref- 
chal ‘Villars and the king of Sardinia, took Miian and 
other important places. The marefchal de Coigny, who 


fucceeded to the command of the French army on the death 


Villars, defeated the Imperialifts under the walls of ‘Parma, 
after an obflinate battle, in which count de Merci, the Impe- 
rial general, was killed. The Imperiaiits were 
again worfted at Guaftalla, where the prince of 
Wiurtenburg was flain. In thefe two engagements the em- 
peror loft above ten thoufand men. . 

Difcouraged by fo many defeats, his Imperial majefty 


A.D. 135 


fignified his-delire of peace ; and as peace was the fincere and » 


conftant with of cardinal Fleury, a treaty for that end was 
‘foon concluded. By this treaty it_ was flipulated, That 
Staniflaus fhould renounce his pretenfions to the throne of 
Poland, in confideration of the ceflion of the duchy of Lor- 
rain, which he fhould enjoy during life, and which, after his 
desided fhould be reunited to the crown of France; that the 
duke of Lorrain fhould have Tufcany, in exchange for his 
hereditary dominions, and that Lewis XV. fhould infure to 
him an annual revenue of three millions five hundred 


thoufand livres, till the death of the grand-duke, John Gafton, © 


the laft prince of the houfe of Medicis; that the emperor 


fhould acknowledge Don Carlos king of the Two Sicilies, « 


and accept the duchies of Parma and Placentia, as an indem=% 


nification for thefe two kingdoms that he fhould cede corthe - 


ane of Sardinia, who had — to the whale 
Bei: a duchy 


rae y - Milan, the bance aes ites orton 


“of France. agreed to reftore all his conquefts in Ger 


‘k D. 1736. 


of Langes. And, in confideration of ete ceffions, th the 


an, to guaranty the Pragmatic Sanétion ** 


~ Scarce was this peace negociated, wee a new war stroke ; 


out on the confines of Europe and Afia, in 
which the emperor found himfelf involved. Pro~ 


-voked at the ravages of the Crim Tartars, as well as at the 

neglect of the Ottoman Porte to her repeated remonftrances 
on that fubje@t, the emprefs of Ruffia refolved to do herfelf — 
_ jaftice, She accordingly ordered Lafci, one of her generals, re 


to attack Azoph, which he reduced ; while the count de 
Munich, entering the Crimea with another army, forced the 


lines of Prekop, made himfelf mafter of the place itfelf, took ~ 


Baniefary, and Jaid all Tartary wafte with fire and iword, 


py Next campaign Munich entered the Ukraine, and — 
<D. 1747. 
3/* invefted Oczakow, which was carried by afauley 


though defended by a garrifon of three thoufand Janizaries 


and feven thoufand Bofniacs. A bomb..having. fet fire to. 
the powder magazine, it immediately blew up and communi- 
cated its contents to many of the houfes. The Ruffian gene- 
ral feized this opportunity to ftorm the town ; and the Turks, 
unable to recover themfelves from their confternation, or ta. 
fight on narrow ramparts contiguous to buildings all in- 
flames, tamely fuffered themfelves to be cut to pieces ?3. 

The rapid fucceffes of the Ruffians awaked the ambition 
of the court of Vienna, which was bound, by treaty, to affift 


that of Peterfburg againft the Porte. ‘The emperor was 


made to believe, That if he fhould attack the Turks, on the 
fide of Hungary, while the Ruffians continued 8 prefs them 
on the borders of the Black Sea, the Ottoman, empire might 
be “finally fubverted. Propheciés were even propagated, 
That the period fatal to the Crefcent was at laft arrived 24+, 


22. Voltaire. Tindal. Smollett. *s 
‘23. Mem. de Brandenburah, tome ii. 24. Id. ibid. © : 


» 


a. 


ges fgsilty iMlufory. ‘The Turks aia their wmhaeal os 
. force toward Hungary. The Imperial generals were repeat- 
edly defeated ; feveral important places were loft, 


and Belgrade was Lefieged ; when Charles VI. miss | oa 


ifcouraged by his misfortunes, and refolving to put an end 
to a war ftom which he reaped nothing but difgrace, had 
recourfe to the mediation of France. M. de Villeneuve, the 


French ambaffador at Conftantinople, accordingly repaired 


to the Turkith camp ; and the emprefs of Ruffia, though re- 


cently victorious at Choczim, afraid of being deferted by her 


ally, and left to fupport alone the whole weight of the war, 
had alfo recourfe to negociation. . 

In confequence of this pacific difpofition in ‘the’ Chriflian 
allies, the Turks, fo lately devoted to deftruction, obtained 
an advantageous peace. By that treaty, the emperor ceded 
to the grand feignior Belgrade, Sabatz, the. ifle and fortrefs 


of Orfova, with Servia, and Auftrian Walachia: and the 


contra@ting powers agreed, That the Danube and the Saave 


-_ fhould, in future, bes the boundaries of the two empires. 


The emprefs of Ruffia was left in poffeffion of Azoph, but 


on condition that its fortification fhould be demolifhed; and 
the ancient limits between the Ruffian and apt kifh ey xe 
were re-eftablifhed. 

Soon after this peace was figned, died the emperor 
Charles Vi. the laft prince of the ancient and il- aes 
luftrious houfe of Auftria, the difputed fucceflion ~*~ rai 


to whofe hereditary dominions kindled anew the flames of 


war in Euro e. But before we enter upon that important — 


fubjeét, I muft give you, my dear Philip, a fhort account of 
the maritime war already begun between Spain and Great 
Britain ; and, in order to make the grounds of their quar- 
rel diftin@tly.anderftood, it will be neceflary to continue our 
view of the Progrefs of Navigation, Commerce, and Colo- 


< mization, ] 


CET. 
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seen So dort haere its = 
eae @regiei of Navigation, Commerce, and Colocation, Pant ie Yeas ‘ 


ee, 1660, to the Year 1739; when Spain and Great Britatn ent 


“yr a 2b. eae 


Rapes an Account of the Principal Events in that War—the taking 
. of Porro Brito, the Siege of CarTHAGENA, and the Eagericon 
: perenne Anson to the SouruH SEAL * a See 
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E ‘ine feen, toward the ee of the feven'eenth cen- 
eae y, the Englifh and Dutch in poffefion of almoft the 


ceived a fevere wound from the Englith Navigation AG, 


fubfequent wars between England and Holland, dering the 
reign of Charles I: reduced {till lower the trade of the 
United Provinces. Their trade to the Eaft Indies, however; 
eauinaed to flourifh, while that of England remained in a 
Janquifhing condition till after the Revolution. But this ¢ if 


by the population, culture, and extenfion of her colonies in 
fume a vaft quantity of European goods; and by a great 


no former or fubfequent period, in a word, did England ever 
“make fuch rapid progrefs in commerce and riches, as during 
that inglorious one, which followed the Reftoration, and ter- 
minated with the expulfion of the houfe of Stuart? ; : though 


“1. England fent annually to the Levant above twenty thoufand pieces of 
woollen cloth. ) F bea 


2. Dayenant affirms, that the fhipping of England was more than doubled — 


during thefe twenty-eight years. (Difcourfe on the Public Revenues, part. ii.) 


x = : And we are told by fir Jofiah Child, that in 1688, there were, on the 
~ "16: 


*Chanpe, more men worth fer thoufand pounds, than there werey | 
> - worth one thoufand, Brief Objervations, Kes 


"gaged i in a Maritime War, occa oned by certain Commercial Dif- 


: — trade of the univerfe. Butthe Dutch commerce re- 


-paffed by the commonwealth ‘parliament; in 1651; and the ° 


advantage on the part of Engl and was amply. compenfated = 
North America and the Weft Indies, which began to con= 


and lucrative trade to Spain, Portugal, and ‘Turkey *. = During - 


Bint 


“the ‘found, at the fame dans a formidable =a in France, 


and a rival whofe encroachments were not fufficiently re- “ihe Fe 


-preffed, by her pufillanimous and penfioned monarchs, 

_ The great Colbert, who, as IT have had occafion to. no-_ 
ibe: introduced order into ¢ 
part of the reign of Lewis XI 
promoted manufactures anc 
French navy ; Colbert eftablifhed an Eat India company, 


in 1664. This company, which founded its principal fettle- 


- who encouraged the: arts, 


ment at Pondicherry, on the coaft of Coromandel, never at-» 


tained to any high degree of profperity, notwithftanding the 
countenance fhewn it by government. At laft, in confe- 
quence of Law’s Miffifippi fcheme, it was united with the 


Weft India company, which had been: eftablifhed in the 


fame year with that trading to the Eaft, and was alfo ina 


_languifhing condition. A feparation afterward took place. _ 


The Weft India company was judicioufly abolifhed, asa 
pernicious monopoly; and the French trade to the Eaft 
Indies became, for a time, of fome importance, while that’ 
to the Weft Indies flourifhed greatly from the moment it: 
was made. free. 

_ But France is chiefly indebted for her wealth and.com- 
merce to the genius and induftry of her numerous inhabi- 
tants, and to the produce of an extentive, and naturally fer- 


tile territory. ~Her wines, her brandies, her refins, her olives,’ 


have been long in requeft, and by her ingenious manufac- 
tures, eftablifhed or encouraged by Colbert, her gold and 
filver ftuffs, her tapeftries, her carpets, her iilks, her velvets, 
her laces, her linens, and her toys, fie laid all Europe, and 
indeed the whole world, under contribution for half a cen- 

eB Exclufive companies may fometimes be ufeful to nourifi an infant (ha) 


where the market is under the dominion of foreign and barbarous princes; 
but where. the trade between different parts of the dominions of the fame 


prin e, under the prote@lion of his laws,-end carried om by his‘own Subjects 


sods wrought in his own kingdom, fuch companies mutt bes “equally 
panes 3 

bfurd in their nature and ruinous in their confequence to ‘commerce. 
EF; : AV < 


tury. 


French finances in the early: 


m ay be faid to have created the: ~ 
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tury. ‘Colbert extended his attehtiotralfo to'the manufaéture 
of wool; and the Frerich, by fabricating lighter cloths, by 


employing more tafte and fancy in the colours, and by the 


fuperior conveniency of the ports of Toulon and Marfeilles, 


foon acquired the almoft entire poffeftion of the trade of Tur- 


key, formerly fo beneficial to England. The fame, and 


other circumftances, have procured them a great fhare in the 
trade of Spain and Portugal *. 

The profperity of the French manufaétures, however, re- 
ceived a temporary check; from the revocation of the edict 
of Nantz, in.1685. The perfecuted Proteftants, to the 


“number of almoft a million, who had been chiefly employed 


in thefe manufactures, took refuge in England, Holland, and 
other countries, where they could enjoy the free exercife of 
their religion ; carrying along with them their arts end in- 
genuity, and even the fruits of their induftry, to a very great 
amount, in gold and filver. They were much careffed in 


England, where they improved or introduced the manufac-. 


ture of hats, of filk, and of linen. The importation of thofe 
articles from France was. foon prohibited, as inconfiftent 
with national intereft ; the culture of flax was pete e 
raw or unmanufaétured filk was imported from Italy and 
China; beaver {kins were procured from Hudfon’s Bay, 
where fettlements had been eftablifhed, and where all forts 


of furs were found in the greateft plenty, and of the moft ex-. 


cellent. quality. Clock and watch-work was executed, in 
England, with the utmoft elegance and exactnefs, as well a3 
all other kinds of machinery, cutlery, and jewelry ; the cot- 
ton manufactory, now fo highly perfected, was introduced ; 
and toys of every fpecies were at length finifhed with fo 
much tafte and facility as to become an article of exporta- 
tion, even to the European continent, and privately to France 
itfelf, the birth-place of fafhion, and the one of fplendid 
bagatelles. 


4. Anderfon’s EZift. of Commerce, Vol. ii 
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In the mean time, the Englith’ asi Fisack dstivnteats in ip 
- North America, enlarged their boundaries, and increafed in 9 
. _ wealth and population. The French colony of Canada, o1 
ay new France, was augmented by the fettlement of Louifiana - i ei 
and a line of communication- was eftablifhed, before the 
middle of the prefent century, from the mouth of the river 
St. Laurence to that of the Miffifippi. The Englith colo- 
nies, more populous and cultivated, extended ‘along the fea- 
coait, from the bottom of the Bay of Funtly to the river Al- é 
tahama, on the frontiers of Florida. New Englandfurnifhed. 
mafts and yards for the royal navy, as well as timber for 
othe: ufes; New York and New Jerfey, formerly known. 
by the name of Nova Belgia, conquered from the Dutch, in 
1664, and. Penfilvania, fettled in 1681, produced abundant . . 


crops of corn, and a variety of other articles for the Euro- eS, 
pean markets, as well as for the fupply of the Englith iflands . 
in the Weft Indies ; the tobacco of Virginia and Maryland 
was become a ftaple commodity, in high requeft, anda great 
fource of revenue ; and the two Carolinas, by the culture of > 


rice and indigo, and the manufacture of tar, pitch, and tur-~~ 
pentine, fo neceffary to a naval and commercial people, foon » 
became of vaft importance. ee 
But the moft beneficial trade of Doth nations arofe, and 
fill continues to proceed, from their colonies in the Weft 
India Iflands. . Pre. rich produce of thofe iflands, which is 
Y chiefly” intended for exportation, and all carried in the thips, 
pt the mother-countries, affords employment to a great num= = ° a 
ber of feamen ; and as the inhabitants, who do not fo muti 
as make their own wearing apparel, or the common imple: 
ments of hufbandry, are fupplied with clothing of all kinds, 
houfehold furniture, tools, toys, and even the lixuries of the 
table, from Europe, ‘the intercourfe is active, and produGive 
of mutual profperity and happinefs. “The iflands-im the 
American Archipelago, , in a word, are the prime marts for 
French and Englith manu netnree: and furnifh the nations to 
which they belong, in their fugars, their rums, their cotton, 
; arias 


colfce, 
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ere Bao s | 
. oan cocoa, and other articles, with a more valuable, eKAwe = 
change than that of. gold. - ent Rink. nea ¥ sale + oe 
Nor are thofe ilands deftitute of deat precious. mietalsy i : 


though now leis, plenty there than formerly. An. inquiry 
into this {ubjee will lead us to many curious particulars in’ 
the hiftory of the ‘Welt Indies, and prove, at the fame time; 
a neceflary introduGtion to thé maritime war between Eng+. 
- Tand and Spain, which broke out in 1739. sing oe 
After the failure of the mines of Hifpaniola, which were. 
never rich, and the conqueft of the two extenfive empires aes 
. Mexico and Peru, where the precious metals were found in 
the greateft profufion, that valuable ifland was entirely neg 
leGted by the Spaniards. The greater part of its once flous, 
rifhing cities were deferted by their inhabitants, arid. the few 
planters that remained funk into the moft enervating indo- 


fetes 


lence. ‘The: neceffaries, however, and eyen many of the 
luxuries of life, were there found in abundance. All the 
European animals had multiplied exceedingly, but efpecially 
the horned cattle, which were become in a manner. wild, 


con 


and wandered about in large droves, without any regular 
owner. = Allured by thefe conveniences, certain French and: 
, -Engelifh adventurers, fince known by the name of Buccas. 
neers or Fréebooters, hadtaken poffeflion of the fmall ifland 
» of ‘Tortuga, as early as the year. 1632, and found litthe diffi 
culty, under fuch favourable circumitanegs, of eftablithing._ 
themfelves on the northern coaft of Hifpaniola’They at 
‘ firft fubfifted chiefly by the hunting of wild-cattle. Part of ~ 
the beef they ,ate frefh, part they dried, and the hides they 
fold to the mafters of fuch veffels as came upon the Coaft, 
and who furnifhed them, in return, with cloaths, liquors, 
fire-arms, powder, and fhot*. But the wild cattle at length 
becoming 
5. The drefs of the Buccaneers confifted of a thirt dipped in the blood -of © 
the animals they had flain; a pair of trowlers, dirtier than the fhirt; a 
leathern girdle, from which hung a fhort fabre, and fome Dutch knives; a 
hat without any rim, except a flap before, in order to enable them to pall i ine 


Let. XXVIL] MODERN EUROPE. ~~ 33 


becoming fearce, the Buccaneers were under the neceffity of 
turning their induftry to other objects. The fober-minded 


_men applied themfelves to the cultivation of the ground, 
‘which abundantly requited their toil, while thofe of a bold 


and reftlefs difpofition affociated themfelves with pirates and 


outlaws-of all nations, and formed the moft terrible band of — 


ravagers that ever infefted the ocean. To thefe ravagers, 
however, rendered famous by their courage and their crimes, 
France and England are indebted, in fome meafure, for the 


profperity of their fettlements in-the Welt Indies. gn 


Nothing could appear lefs formidable than’ the firft arma- 
ments of the piratical Buccaneers, who took the name of 
Brothers of the Coaf?. Waving formed themfelves, like the 


hunters of wild cattle, into fmall focieties, they made their 


excurfions in an open boat, which generally contained be- 
tween twenty and thirty men, expofed to all the intempera- 
ture of the climate ; to the burning heat of the day, and the 
chilling damps of the’ night. The) natural inconveniencies, 
connected with this mode of life, were augmented by thofe 
arifing from their licentious difpofition. 

A love of freedom, which, duly regulated, aio be too 


much cherifhed, rendered the Buccaneers averfe againft all 


thofe reftraints, which civilized men ufually im mpofe on each 
other for their common happinefs; and as the authority 
which they had conferred on their captain, was chiefly con- 
fined to giving orders in battle, they lived in the greateft dif- 


ordér. Like favages, having no apprehenfion of want, nor 


taking any care to guard againft famine by prudent cecono- 
my, they were frequently expofed to all the extremities of hun- 
ger and thirft. But deriving, even from their diftreffes, a 

courage fuperior to every danger, the fight of a fail tranf- 


off; thoes made of raw hides, but no ftockings. (Hi/. Gen. des Voyages, tor 
xv. liv. vii) Thefe barbarous men, the outcafts of civil fociety, were denomi- 
nated Buccaneers; becaule they dried with {moke, conformable to the cuftom of: 


the favages, part of the fiefh of the cattle they had killed, in places denominat- 
ed buccans in the language of the natives. 1d, ibi d, 
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ported them to a degree of frenzy. \ They feldom. delitented 
on the mode of attack, but their cuftom was to board the 
» fhips as foon as pofhble. The {mallnefs oftheir own veffels, 
and their dexterity in managing them, preferyed them from 
_ the fire.of the enemy. They prefented only to the broad- 
e fide of a fhip, their fender prows, filled with expert markf- 
‘men, who fired at the enemy’s port-holkes with fuch exact- 
nefs, as to confound the moft experienced. gunners. And 
when they could fix their grappling tackle, the largeft tr ad~ 
ing veffels were generally obliged to ftrike °. 
. Although the Buceaneers, when under the preffure of ne- 
eeffity, attacked the {hips ef every nation, thofe belonging to 
the fubjects of Spain were more efpecially marked out as the 
-obje@ts of their piracy. They thought that the cruelties,. 
which the Spaniards had exercifed on the Ratives ‘of the New - 
World, were a fufhcient apology for any violence that could 
be committed againit them. Accommodating their con= 
fcience to-this belief, which, perhaps, unknown to them- 
felves, was rather digtated by the richnefs of the Spanith vef- 
_fels than by any real fenfe of religion or equity, they never 
embarked in an expedition) without publicly praying to 
heaven for its fuccefs; nor did they ever return loaded with 
booty, without > retuining thanks to God for their 
good fortune’... : ie ale ‘ 
~ 6. Hip. Gen, des Voyagess abi fap. ee Briowantevt part i. ‘chaps isi Pe 
4. 1d. ibid. ‘This isa precious piéture of the inconfiftency of hwman na- 
ture, and a ftriking proof how little ‘connection there frequently is between re= 
ligion and morality'!.a truth which is farther illuftrated by the following cu- 
rious anecdote. “ One of the chief cairfes of ‘our difagreement,’” fays an en- os 
lightened Freebooter,. fpeaking of the quarrels between the French and 
--Englifh Buccancers, in their expedition to the South Sea, “* was.the impiety of 
tig the Englifly; for they ‘made no {cruple, when they got intoa charch, to cut 
door the arms of a céucifix with their /abres, or to fhoot ther down with 
*¢ their fufils and piftols, druifng and maiming the images of the faints in the 
ate 1 manner!’ (Voy. des Flibuf. par Raveneau de Luffan.) But it does not 
appear that thofe devout plunderers, who were fhocked at feeing the image of 
# faint wained, were more tender than the Englifh Buccaneers, of the perfons 


or properties of their fellow- creatures, or-ever attempted to reftrain their é in 
affiiates from any act of &7 juli é or inhumanity. 


4 


y 
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This booty was originally carried to the ifland of Tortu- 
ga, the common rendezvous of the Buccaneers, and then 
their only place of fafety.. But afterward the French went 
to fome of the ports of Hifpaniola, where they. had eftablith- 
ed themfelves in defiance of the Spaniards, and the Englith to 
thofe of Jamaica, where they could difpofe of their prizes to 
more advantage, and lay out their money more agreeably: 
either in bufinefs or pleafure. 

Before the diftribution of the fpoil, each edvennitQileed 
up his hand, and protefted he had fecreted nothing of what 
he had taken; and if any one was conviéted of perjury, 2 
cafe that feldom occurred, he was. punifhed in a manner 
truly exemplary, and worthy the imitation of better men. 

» He-was expelled the community, and left, as foon as an op- 
portunity. offcxed, upon fome defert ifland, as a wretch un- 
worthy to live in fociety, even with the deftroyers of their 
fpecies ! pg cats 
- After providing for the fick, the “wounded, the maimed, 
and fettling their feveral fhares, the Buccaneers indulged 
themfelves in all kinds of licentioufnefs. Their debauches, 
which they carried to the greate{t excefs, were limied only 

by the want that fuch prodigality occafioned. If they were 
afked, what fatisfaction they could find in diffipating fo ra~ 
pidly, what they had earned with fo much jeopardy, they 
made this very ingenious reply : :— Expofed as we are to a 
<< Variety of perils, our life is totally different from that. of 
<©other men. Why fhould we, who are alive to-day, and 
‘¢ run the hazard of being dead to-morrow, think of hoard- 
“¢ ing?—Studious only of .enjoying the prefent hour, we 
“© never think of that which is to come*.’’ This has ever 
been the language of men im fuch cireumftances : the de- 
fire of diffipating life, not folicitude for the prefervation of 
exiftence, feems to increafe in proportion to the danger of 


lofing it. 


8. Hip, Gen, des Foyages, tom. xy, liv. vii, ch. 1, 
De The 
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q 


' they carried 


efcaped them. They even ventured to attack feyeral ips § 7 


> and trembled at their approach, commonly furrendered, i 


they came to clofe.g ae 9 steieaes Say ; ; ae 


carrying no more’ than twenty-eigh Wes 
~ the boldnefs to attack the vice-admiral 


furrender. Meanwhile the reft of the Buccaneers took pof- 


‘he x; that failed from aici 
the avidity of the firft mer ene 
could not readily I oe fold in the 3 a 


cies in thofe early times. B gerly watch : 
nifh veffels on their return to Beton) when certain they — 
were partly laden. with treafure. They commonly followed — 
the Galleons. and Flota, employed in tranfporting the. se « 
7 of the mines of Mexico and. Peru, as far as the ; 
nel of Bahama ; a and if, by any accident, a fhip was —- 
rated from the fleet, they inftandly befet her, and fhe feldom ie 


once : and the Spaniards, who. confidered them as daemons,» 


Aremarkable inftance of this eaudiey on the , and 
temerity on the other, occurs in the hiftory ¢ of. 24 Legrand, 
a’native of Dieppe 1 in N ormandy 5 ; who, with | a {mall veffel, 
en, and four ‘guns, had 
f the Galleons.. Re= 
folved to conquer: or die, and paving exacted | an oath to. the 
fame purpofe from.his cr eWy he ordered the carpenter to. be 
a hole in the, fic e of | hag ote veffel, that all hope of efeap 


might be cut off, ‘This was no fooner done than heWoardéd: = 
the Seeietls hip, with afword in. one hand, and a piftol in 
the other ; and bearing. down,all refi ince, entered the great 
cabin, attended by a few Of the mot ‘defperate of his affo- te 
ciatess He® there £ found the ‘admiral furrounded by his of- 

ficers ; 3 prefented a piftol! to his breaft, and ordered him to 


‘pay 


feffion of the gun-room, and feized the arms. Struck with = 3 
terror and amazement, the Spaniards demanded. quarter *°. | 
Like examples are numerous in the hiftory of the Bucca- 


neers. a: ie %, “ae S ’ Fie rte - 


The ess almoft reduced to def, by Ss them- 


9. Id. ibids 10, Hif, Buccaneers, part i. chap. vile ee 


se of their Dis and the viol dritek paves 1 
Dd <10n: with each oO . Thefe humiliating 


caneers. They had hitherto invaded the Spanith fettlements 
_ only to procure provifions ; but no fox 
_ «captures decreafe, than they determined 
alth which the fea denied them, They accordingly 
mfelves into larger bodiesand a apie many of 
Aaya and ftrongeft towns in tte: New World. Marz 
Campeachy, Vera Cruz, » Bello, and Cart ? 
his fide of the continent, - 


‘ 


m 


; and Quayaquil, Panama, and many other sine, on 
coalts, of the South Sea, were no more fortunate j in their 


e of-the be Bi 
to their arms, witho a regular fi yi lem 
without laws, without any permanent fub- 
even without revenue, cities and caftles 
e baffled the utmoft efforts of national force; and 
ueft, not seaeagnther ae their’ object, they might 
~ have made themfelves mafi ters of all ith America. ; 
. 3 Among the re. who = Fecig diftinétion in 
5 this new mode of plundering, was Montbars s; a gentleman of 
Languedoc. Having by chance, in bis pany, met with a- 
circumftantial, and perhaps exagger ed account of the 
eruelties practifed by the Spaniards in the conqieft of the 
New World, he conceived a ftrong antipathy. againil a na- 
tion that had committed fo many enormities. His heated 
imagination, which he loved to indulge, continually repre- 
fented to him innumerable multitudes of innacent people, 
qnurdered by a brood ‘of fayage monfters nurfed in the moun- 
ins ai The unhappy victims, whofe names ‘were 


op }bid. part i. ii. Pci i Gen. des Voyages, wbi taps 


ee zi eves 


ce 


ferved but refiner the boldaels of the Buc- » 


Ber 


Oo his memory, feemed to betanate for 
aes to issih oe tate a 


r¥4 
Si, 


ae of the ee 


> ye 
ti Hael de Bafco So th. Lolonois were alfo 


“2 . 
“renowned for their exploits, both by fea and land.” = 
~moft important, though. not their moft fortunate ente 4 
was rest of the Gulf of Venezuela, with eight | a 
r ffociates.. “This aa — recta 
opie vay up Into th cou the 
ho Matacaybo, by: a narr ow ftrait, “Phat - 
ts ee .. ‘ed by a caftle called Ja site posse = oy 
neers took, and nailed up the canno € 
=e the bar, and advanced to the city of 
on the weftern coaft of the lake, at the pee? of 
leagues from its mouth. But,’ to their: ay 
pointment, they found it a efor and af ers 
‘the inhabitants, apprifed « ‘of their danger, having removed to to 
the other fide of thé lake with their m 2 i valuable effedts. 
lf the Buccaneers had“hot fpent : rtnight i in riot and de~ 
bauchery, they wo 1d have found at Gibraltar, ; a town near 
ee the extremity of the This; every thing which the people ‘Of | 
Maraca aybo had carried off, in order to elude their rapacity. | 
On the contrary, by their imprudent delay, they met with = 
fortifications newly ereéted, which they had the glory of re- 
ducing at the expence of much blood, and the mortification 
of finding another empty town. Exafperated at this fecond 
difappointment, the Buccaneers fet fire to Gibraltar ; le 


ie 


1%. Hifi. Gen. des Voyages, tom. Xv, liv, vil. ch. 1. 
ae Mar 


wie. 


* + of the Boh a ; ioeeidiaal as. ge Lai 

es uild a chapel i in the ifland ef Tortuga, _ and: to con fecrate 
chat part of their fpoils to facred ules 34 e other plun- 
derers of more exalted charaCter, the: nad no idea of the 


ity of offering to Heaven the fruits of robbery and a 
>» procured i in direét violation of its laws. ee erey 


bet. 
ne af all the Buce; Caprers, French or Englith, none hs 


a nly fae or executed fo many great and darir 


prifes, as Heury Morgan, a. ‘pative of the principality of 

Wales. While de Bafco, Lolonois, and their companions, 

were {quandering at Tortuga the fpoils they had acquired in 

. # the gulf of ‘Venezuela, Morgan failed from Jamaica to attack 


us landi irprifed the 
y mfelf fet of the town, before the 
1d ust themfelves in a pofture of defence. 


aft} nto. which the citizens had com veyed their moft 
= able - property, aie all the plate belonging to the churches, 
~ Morgan bethought sae OF: an expedient that difeovers his 
knowledg e of national aracters as well as of human nature 


men, whom. he had made prifogers, to plant the fcaling 
jadders againft the walls of the fortrefs, from a perfuafion 
that the gallantry and fuperftition yf the Spaniards would 
not fuffer them to fire on the objeats. of their love and ve- 
neration. But he found himfelf deceived i in this flattering 


ie 


conjeGture. The Spanifh governbds, who was a refolute 

_ foldier, ufed his utmoit efforts to deftroy every one that ap- 

7 proached the works. Morgan and his Englifh ‘affociates, 
e however, carried the place by ftorm, in fpite of all oppofi- 


- 33. Hiff. Buccaneers, part il, chap.i. 
D4 : ton ; 


wig 5 
tee a 


. -and his meaturee well. con~ = 
- a, ee: ; 


of educing with the fame facility the citadel, or : 


= 3 7 He compelled the priefts, nuns, and other wo- - 


Mw ile é 


' « of doing it. Neverthelefs, if you willfubmit to furrender, 
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found in it, befide:a vat quantity AG mer- — 
chandize, bullion and fpecie acing got tocones hunted 
thoufand pounds fterling **. (ited 16 yasho. zixtaaiiers 3 
. With: this -booty Morgan: and his ianecntiie — a 
amaica,. uwhere she immediately planned anew  enterprife. , 
Underftanding that de Bafco and Lolonois had been difap- 
pointed in the promifed plunder of Maracaybo, by their:im-. : 
prudent delay, he refolved, from emulation no lefs than-avi- | 
dity, to furprife. fie place. ‘With. this view, he, collected 
fifteen veffels, carrying nine hundred and fixty men. © Thefe | 


ravagers entered the gulf of Venezuela unobferved, | 
filenced the fort that defends ‘the paflage to the | 
Jake “es Maracaybo, and found the town, as. formerly, totally ~ 
deferted,, But they were fo fortunate as to difcover the chief 
-citizens, and the greater part of their wealth, in the neigh- . 


ADA 1669. 


bouring. woods. Not {atishied, however, with this” booty, 


Morgan proceeded to Gibraltar, which, hesfound in the fame 


defolate condition; and while he was. attempting, by the 
moft horrid cruelties, to: extort from fuch of. thenciplaabitants 
as had been feized, a difcovery of their hidden a res, be 
was informed of the ar ival of three Spanith, men 3 war @t 
the entrance of the lak is 3 A 
At this intelligence; which “was soso by a ia dite 
patched to reconnoitre the enemy, the heart of the bravett 
Buccaneer funk within him. ’ Bat. aldisughe Morg ‘gan, con- 
fidered his condition as defperate, his prefence.. of mind. did 
not forfake him. Concealing his apprehenfions,. he fent. ry 
letter to Don Along del Campo, the Spanifh admiral, 
boldly demanding a “ranfom for the city of Maracaybo. ~ 


The admiral’s anfwer was refolute, and excluded.all hope of 
working upon his fears. .“1 am come,’? faid he, .“to dif- 
“pute your paflage out of the lake: and I have the means 


*« with humility, all the booty and.prifoners you have taken, 
7 | ee 
14. Hift. Buccaneers, part ii. chap. Vis —s 
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i. * I will fuffer you to pafs, and permit you to tc y your 


- own country, without trouble or moleftation. But if you 
= ** reje&t this offer, or hefitate to comply, I will order boats 
bs: from Caracas, in which 1 will embark my troops; and, 
* failing to-Maracaybo, will put every man of: you to the 

$¢ fword. This is my final determination. Be prudent there- 

. * fore,' and do not abufe’ my bounty by an ungrateful re- 
‘turn’, I have with me,” added he, itevery good troops, 

** who defire nothing motedirdenitly ae to revenge on you 

** and your people, all the cruelties and: » pain which 

«© you have committed upon the Spanifh nation in America.” 
The moment Morgan’ received this letter, he calted to- 

gether his followers; and, after acquainting them with’ its 
contents, defired them to deliberate, whether they would give 

up all their plunder, in order to fecure their liberty, or igh 

for it ?—They unanimoufly anfwered, That they would ra- 

‘ther lofe the laft-drop of theit blood) than refign a booty 
which Shad been purchafed with fo much peril. Morgan, 
however, fenfible of his dangerous fituation, endeavoured to 

; compromife the matter, but in vain. ‘The Spanifh admiral 
<ontinued to infift on his firit conditions. When Morgan 

was made acquainted w ith this ‘inflexibility, he coolly re- 

plied: «If Don Alonzo will not allow me to pafs, T will 

« find means to” Pats without his permiffion.”” He accord- 

% ingly made a divifion of the fpoil, that each man might have 
r his own pro ome to defend; and having filled a veffel, which 
he had cic rom the Se with preparations of gun- 
powder other’ combuftible materials, he gallantly pro- 
ceeded to the mouth of the lake ; ‘burnt two of the Spanith 
fhips, took “one; and by making a fei nt of difembarking 

men, in order to attack the fort by land, he“diverted the at- 

nis apa of the garrifon t to that fide, while he patted the bar 


15. Dated on board the royal fhip, named the Magdalen, lying at anchor 
cant the entrance of the lake of Maracaybo, this 24th of April, 1669. Don 
ef « ALONZO del Campo.” Voy. des Flibuf, Hi o: Buccaneers part ii, c. vil. 
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with, Pe iensids fleet, on the other, vein receiving Bt é 


deacon srdag Ly iobs fe ee, é 
The fuccefs of Mises like that of all ambitious leaders, * ‘ 

ferved only to ftimulate him to yet greater undertakings, — oe 

ae Having difpofed of his booty at Port Royal in Ja- 

+ maica, he again put to, fea with a larger fleet, ‘A 

and a more numerous bod; of adventurers ; and after re- 

ducing the ifland of St. Catharine, where he procured a fup- 

ply of naval and military ftores, he fteered for. the river 

Chagre, the only channel that could condu@ him to Pa- 

nama, the grand object of his. armament. At the mouth 

of this river, ftood a firong cafile, built upon a rock, and de- 

fended by. good garrifon, which threatened to baffle all the 

efforts of t 16 Buccaneers ; whea an arrow, dot from the 

; bow of an Indian, lodged in the eye of one of thofe refolute 

men. , With wonderful firmnefs and prefence of mind, he 

pulled the arrow from the wound ; and wrapping one of its 

ends in tow, put it into his mufket, which was already 

loaded, and difcharged it into the fort, where the roofs of % 

the houfes were of ftraw, and the fides of wo formable’ 

to the cuftom of building in that country, te are 

row fell, on the roof of one, of the houfes, which immedi- 

ately took fire; a circumftar ce that threw the Spaniards 

into the utmoft confternation, as. they swere afraid, every 

moment, of perifhing by the rapid approach of the flames, 

or the blowing up of the powder-magazine, After the 

death of the governor, who bravely. asad with. his fword 

in his hand, at the head of a few determined men, the place 

furrendered to the affailants?7. = 
This chief obftacle being removed, Morgan and his, affo- 

ciates, leaving the lar ger veffels under a guard, failed up the 

‘ Chagre in boats to Cruces, and. thence proceeded by land to | 

Panama. On the Savana, a fpacious ‘plain before the city). - 

the Spaniards made {feveral attempts:to repulfe the ferocious 
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jnvaders, but without effet : the Buccaneers | sea a de- 
cided fuperiority in every encounter. Forefeeing the over- 
throw of their military protectors, the unarmed inhabitants 
fought refuge in the woods ; fo that Morgan took quiet pof- 
fefion of Panama, and deliberately pillaged it for fome 
days **. 

5 But Morgan met at Panama with what he valued no lefs 
that his rich booty, A fair captive inflamed his favage heart 
with love; and, finding ais folicitations ineffectual, as 
neither his perfon nor charter was calculated to infpire the 
objec of his p2flion with favourable feutiments toward him, 
he refolved to fecond his affiduities with a feaf able mixture 
of force. *¢ Stop, rufian |” cried fhe, asthe ildly {prung 
from his arms ;—*“ ftop! thinkeft thou that ee canft ravith 
s¢ from me mine honour, as thou haft wrefted from me my 
fortune and my liberty? No! be affured, that my foul fhall 


* fooner be feparated from this body :”—and fhe drew a- - 


poinard from her bofom, which fhe would have plunged 


into his heart, if he had not avoided the blow "9 

Enraged a fuch a return to his fondnefs, Morgan threw 
this virtuous beauty into a loathfome dungeon, and en- 
deavoured to break her {pirit by feverities. But his followers 


becoming clamorous; at being kept fo long in a fate sé in- 


seb by 3 caprice which they could not comprehend, 


18. Id. Thid. 

19: The Spenifh ladies, however, as we learn from the freebooter Rave; 
neaa de Li » were not all poffeffed of the fame inflexible virtue. The 
Buccane atheceh reprefented to them as devils, as cannibals, and beings 
who were deftitate even of the human form. gid) ackasdingly: trembled at 


- the very name of thofe plunderers. But, on a ne approach, they found 


them to be men, and fome of them handfome fellows. J nd in his, as in all 
cafes, where they have been abufed by falfe reprefentations of our fex, the ‘wo- 
men flew to the oppofite extreme, as foon as they were undeceived; and 
clafped in their amorous arms the murderers of their hufbands and brothers, 
Charmed with the ardour of a band of adventurers, whofe every paflion was 


in excefs, they did not patt, without tears of agony, from the warm embrace — 


re 
of their piratical paramours, to return into eae cool paths of common life et 
vi Fy. des Flibup. chap. iv, Vo : 
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he was: bliged to. liften to 
his amaerouss purfuit *°., As. ae 
booty was divided, sand Morga 
_of this expedition, is faid to have amo ; 
thoufand pounds ftérling. He carried al. ite: wealth to Ja- 
maica, aud never afterwards engaged 1 in any piratical enter- 
prife *". ty GR Rete Tee, ee ng, 

«The defeionsof Motage ands ifeveral other orn 
Ratt who fought ‘and found’an afylum in the bof n 
that. civil fociety, whofe laws they had fo. atrocioufly, violated, 


- together. with the. total feparation, of the Engli th and French 
: Buccaneers, in confequence of the war: between the two-na- 


tions, wl “followed | the Revolution in 1688, broke the. 


force of th fe powerful plunderers. The king of Spain be- 


ot ing then in alliance with England, fhe repreffed. 

Toler 
~~ = "~~ the piracies of her fubjects in the Weft Indies.” 
“Ehe French Beccamests: continued their ae i 


ae all aiGintices between ae cau § 
adjufted, a ftop was every where put to. ho 


only the affdciation, hut the very name: of thi linary- 


- Lee of men foon became exting. Se 


hey 


were infenfibly loft 


"among the other European. inhabitants of the Weft. Indies.) = 


Before this period, however, ithe French co. 
niola had arrived at a confiderable fe 

Jamaica, into, which the fpoils of Mexico and Peru were. 
more abundantly poured, was already ina flourithing con- 
dition. The Buccaneers found at Port ees recep~ 
tion, and greater fecurity, than any where elfe. They could 
there land their booty with the utmoft facility, and fpend i in 


“~. variety of pleafures the wealth arifing from their piracy ; 


- and as prodigality and debauchery foon reduced them. again 
to indigence, that grand incitement to their fanguinary induf-. 


fie 


20. Hifl. Buccaneers, part iii. chep. V. Vi. a : ‘ee wer sates 
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try made them eagerly haften 8 commit frefh “a PR: 
Hence the fettlement reaped the benefit of their perpetual 
: viciffitudes of fortune, and was enriched, by their rapacity as 
well as their profufion ; by the vices which léd to their want, 
and their abundance. “3 ty 
The wealth, which flowed into | amaica through that 
channel, gave creat activity to ev mich of culture; and, 
after the piracies of the thee ving were fuipprefied, i it proved’ 
a new fource of riches, by enabling the inhabitants to opena 
clandeftine trade to the Spanith fettlements, whence it had its’ 
origin. ‘This illicit and lucrative commerce was rendered. 
more facile and fecure, by the Affiento, of contraét for fup- * 
plying the Spanifh colonies with 1 negroes, which England 
‘obtained at the peace of Utrecht. In confequence of that 
- contraét, as I have already had occafion to ob- 
‘ferve, Britifh faGtories were eftablifhed at Car- 
thagena, Panama, Vera Cruz, Buenos Ayres, and other 
important places in’ South America and the ifthmus of 
Mexico. ‘Phe veil with which Spain had hitherto covered 
~ the ftate and snfaGtions of her colonies, occafionally lifted 
bythe Buccane ts, was now entirely removed. ‘The agents 
of a rival nation, re ing in her towns of moft extenfive 
trade and ports of chief refort, had the beft opportunities of 
_ becoming acquainted with the interior condition of her Ame- 
“rican empire; of obferving its wants, and knowing what 
commodities might be ‘imported into it with the greateft ad- 
vantage. The merchants of Jamaica, and other Englifh co- 
lonies that traded to the Spanifh main, ‘were accordingly en- 
abled, by means of information fo authentic and expeditious, 
to affort and proportion their cargoes with fuch exactnefs 
to the demands of the market, that the contraband com-” 
merce was carried on to a = aera and with incredible 
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In ike to put a flop to this trade, which, together with 
that carried on by the Britith South Sea. Company, had al- 
moft ruined the rich commerce of the galleons, formerly the 
pride of Spain, and the envy of other, nations, fhips of force, 
under thé, name of Guarda-Cofias, were ftationed upon the 
coafts. of sthofe ‘provinces, to which. interlopers moft fre- 
quently re ‘orted, Suéh a precaution'was certainly prudent, 
but it ought \t ‘to have been put in execution with equity. If 


the fhips, commiffioned to pr event that illicit traffie, hadonly | 


f{eized upon. the veffels really concerned in it, neither the 
commanders, nor the government that appointed them, could 
: _=juftly have incurred, any blame ; but the abufes. infeparable 
from violent megfisress. the eagernefs of gain, and perhaps a 
fpirit of revenge, \incited the Spanifh officers to ftop, under 
various pretences; many veflels that. had a.Jegal deftination, 
and €ven to treat the feamen with the greateft cruelty. 
England, whofe power and glory is founded on commeree, 
and whorcould not patiently fuffer any. reftraint upon a 


branch of trade which cuftom had made her c der as law- . 


~ ful, was highly incenfed, when fhe underiR6ad that thofe res 


= 


ftraints were converted into hoftiliti 
cefs inconfiftent with the laws of nat 


ind cat foe yan €X= 
wae body of the 
people loudly called for vengeance, an the leading mentbers 
in both houfes of parliament direGted: ll the thunder of their 


eloquence againft the minifler, who could tamely fee his 


country expofed to fuch indignities, +. But fir Robert Wal- 
pole, who full gover ned the councils of-Great Britain; and 
who had an equal contempt for party rage and popular opi- 
nion, paid little regard to thefe violent inyeCtives or feditious 
clamours. Strongly convineed-of the importancé of peace to 
a trading nation, he endeavoured to obtain, by. negociation, 


fatisfaStion from the court of Madrid. The preliminaries of 


a convention were accordingly figned at Pardo, in 
the beginning of the year 1739. And although 
the terms of this treaty were neither fo honourable nor ad- 


A, D. 1739. 


vantageous to Great Britain as might haye been wifhed, 
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~ they were the beft that could ‘poilibly be obtained, without 
involving the kingdom in a war with Spain,,and eons 
with France, as was forefeen by that minifter. | 
The chief article of the convention provided, That the 
King of Spain fhould pay to the fubjects of "Great Britain the 
fum of ninety-five thoufand pounds’ iterling, by way of in- 
demnification for their loffes, in confequence of the feizures 
-made by the Guarda-Coftas... . This was, in effect, acknow- 
ledging the injuitice of thofe feizures; but as no provifion 
was made againft future violences, the grand queftion, 
« Whether Britith weffels, navigating the American feas, » 
* fhould be any wherepior under any circumftances, fubjes® 
“« to SEARCH ?”” being left to be difcuffed by’ a Gongrels, the 
interefts of the country were fuppofed to be betrayed, and 
the whole nation was thrown into. a ferment. Petitions 
~ againft the convention were -fent from all the principal trad- 
ing towns in the kingdom, and the univerfal outcry was, 
¢¢ A free fea, or a war!” Walpole found himfelf under the © 
neceflity of.refigning, or of yielding to the voice of the muls 
-titude sand the:! king of Spain, by neglecting to pay the fti. 
-pulated fam at the appointed day, furnifhed him with a de- 
cent pretext for declaring war, without abandoning 
his pacific principles. On the contrary, he affirm» 
ed, that the. convention-t -treaty would have been attended with 
all the advantages that could be procured by the moft fuc~ 
3 _cefsful war 73; and that future ages would do juftice to the 
a that produced. it. % 


et. TON, 


But 


23. It would at leaft have been productive of more advantages than the 
war that enfued. And if it fhould be faid, that it was impoflible to forefee 
the fubfequent misfortunes, which arofe from a variety of caufes, it may at 
leaft be added im reply, That the intereft of afew merchants concerned in a 

~~ eontraband trade, however. lucrative, was not-a fofficient objec to-engage 

: tas great nations in a war, the fuccefs of which cp be doubtful, and which, 
it was evident, muft be profecuted at a vaftexpence. of blood and treafure: #t 

si wes the: unfubmitti ng pride of the two nations that involved them in hottili--. 


= ties : and that pride, on the part of England, was inflamed ie a fet of ambi- 


tious 


ik. D- 1740. 
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But although the pacific difpofition of fir Robert Walpole, 
and his intimate knowledge of the effential ‘interefts of his 


country, made him averfe from. war, he no. fooner refolved - 


upon hoftilities than the vigour of his meafures was as con- 
fpicuous as his former moderation. A powerful fleet, under 
admiral Haddock, was fent to cruize off the coatft of Spain ; 
and admiral Vernon, an officer who ftood high in the public 
favour, was appointed to the command of a fquadron in*the 


Weft Indies. This gentleman had rendered himfelf confpi-. 


cuous in the Houfe of Commons, by loudly condemning all 
the meafures of the minifter, and bluntly {peaking his fenti- 
‘ments om every occafion. -In a debate upon the Spanith de- 
predations, he declared that he would undertake to reduce 
Porto Bello with fix.fhips... That offer was echoed from the 
mouths of all the members in oppofition, and reverberated 
from every corner of the kingdom... Vernon became the idol 
“of the people : and the minifter, in order to gain their confi- 
dence, fent him to fulfil his boaft ; not perhaps without hopes 
that he might fail-in, the attempt, and draw difgrace on him- 
felf and his party. HRB x: 


. 


‘The event, however, juftified the admiral’s affertion. He 


failed from Jamaica with no more than fix fhips, and two 
« hundred and forty foldiers on board} Yet fuch 
was the daftardlinefs of the Spaniards, and the ro~ 


mantic bravery of the Britifh tars, who mounted the walls of 
the fortifications in a manner thought impragticable, that» 


Porto Bello was taken almoft without bloadthed. .. Of that 
place fome account'muft be given. 

The town of Porto Bello is difpofed in the form of a cref- 
cent, on the declivity ofa mountain, which embraces an ex- 
cellent harbour. This»harbour was well defended by forts, 
all which were taken and blown up by admiral Vernon, 


of 
fa ares ‘ 


tious men in both toutes of pilehiect, who: affumed to themfelves the debuts i 


ing name of patriots; but who, fince time has ‘elucidated their chara@ters, ap- ee 
pear to have been Re a Rats de — ftroggling for the <mecluagennes St ee 
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‘who immediately abandoned his conqueft. It could only in- 


deed be of i importance to the mafters of Peru, as its opulence _ 


depended entirely upon its frtuation ; and even that opulence 
could only induce an inconfiderable number of inhabitants 
conitantly to refide on a fpot, fo unhealthy, that it has been 
denominated the Grave of the Spaniards. But during the 


_ annual fair, which lafted forty days, Porto Bello was a. 


. theatre of the richeft commerce that was ever tranfacted on 
the face of the earth. Seated on the northern fide of the 
ifthmus which divides the two feas, thither were brought from 
Panama, on the Pacific Ocean, the gold, filver, and other va~ 
luable productions of Chili and Peru, to be exchanged for 
the manufactures of Europe ; and there arrived the galleons 
from Old Spain, laden with every article of neceffity, accom- 
modation, and luxury. The fickly and almoft deferted town 
was quickly filled with people; its port was crouded with 
fhips; and the neighbouring fields were covered with droves 

of mules, laden with the precious metals. Inftead of filence 
and folitude, nothing was to be feen in the ftreets and fquares 
but buftling multitudes, bales of goods, and chefts of trea- 
fure 74. ‘s , 

But that rich commerce, as well as the contraband trade, 
has fince been ruined, by the abolition of the galleons, and 
by. fubfiiruting in their place regifter-fhips ; which failing 
round Cape Horn, pafs immediately to the ports of Chili and 
Peru, witha fupply of European goods, and return to Eu- 
rope with the treafure by the fame courfe. In confequence 
of this new regulation, which took place in 1748, the trade 
of Panama and Porto Bello has funk almoft to nothing; and 
thefe two towns, formerly called the keys of communication 
between the North and South Sea, between Spain and her 
moft valuable colonies, now ferve only as a paflage for the ne- 
groes that are carried to Peru, and fome other a an 
branches of decaying trafie”®. 


se Ulloa’s Voyage, ol. i. ertion, Hifi. dimer. book viii. 
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The joy of the Englith nation on the taking of Porto Bello 
was excefive. ‘The two houfes of parliament congratulated 
his majefty on the fuccefs of his arms: the people were con- 
firmed in their opinion of Vernon ; and his good fortune ine 


duced the minifter to continue him in. the command of the 


Britith fleet in the Weft Indies. 

This compliance with the wifhes of the reales ones 
ferved only to render the popular members in the Houfe of 
Commons more clamorous. They, confidered it as a partial 
victory, and refolved to puth their advantage : they attempt 
ed the entire removal of the minifter; and a. motion was 


even made to that purpofes Piqued at this ungenerous re- 


turn, as he confidered it, to his condefcenfions, fir Robert 
Walpole concluded a matterly fpeech (in which he refuted 
every charge brought againft him) with the following keen 
expreffions, that ftrongly mark the character of thofe con- 
tentious and venal times. ‘* Gentlemen,” faid he, .<« have 
“ talked a great deal of patriotifm; a venerable virtue, when 
© duly practifed! . But I am forry to obferve, that of late it 
** has been fo much hackneyed, that it is in danger of falling. 
‘* into difgrace: the very idea of true patriotifm is loft, and 
s the term has been proftituted to the worft of purpofes. A 
** patriot | why patriots fpring up like muthrooms: 1 could 
“raife fifty of them within the four and txyenty hours. I 
** have raifed many of them.in a night. Jt is but refufing 
“ to gratify an unreafonable or an mfolent demand, and up 
‘+ ftarts a-patriot.—I have: long heard, of this patriotic mo- 
‘« tion,” added he; and.let. gentlemen contradi@ me,. if 
** they. can, when. J fay, I could have prevented it: By. what, 
‘capeans, | ledve.the lhoufe to judge?®!?? _ 

‘The reduGtion of\Porto Bello was but a prelude, to greater 
enterprifes. Nothing lefssvas refolved upon.than the utter 
defiruction-of, the Span fetilements an.the New World. 


. With this yiew, an ‘Engli ih fquadron was difpatched to the 
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South Sea, under commodore Anfon, in order to ravage the 
coafts of Peru and Chili; while a fleet of twenty-feven fail 
of the line, commanded by fir Chaloner Ogle, befide frigates, 
fire-thips, Bomb-ketches, ftore-thips, vituallers, and tranf- 
ports, with upward of ten thoufand land forces on board, 
was fent to the Weit Indies, to reinforce admiral Vernon, 
and co-operate with Anfon, by means of intelligence to be 
conveyed acrofs thé ifthmus of Darien. The land-forces 
were commanded by lord Cathcart, a nobleman of approved 
honour, as well as experience in military affairs: and the 
ardour of both foldiers and failors to come to action was ex- 
cefive. This ardour drew from lord Cathcart the follow- 
ing words, in a letter to admiral Vernon. “ In the troops I 
“« bring you, there is fpirit, there is good will ; which, when 
* properly conduéted, will produce, I hope, what the na- 
“ tion expect from us—will make us the glorious inftru- 
«¢ ments of finifhing the war, with all the advantages to the 
* public that its happy beginning promifes.; and with this 
‘ diftinguifhing circumftance, that thofe happy effets have 
“ been owing to a perfect harmony between the /ea and Jand- 
“ forces ?7.” 

The want of that harmony proved the ruin of the arma- 
ment. As lotd Cathcart unfortunately died foon after: his 
_ arrival in the Weft Indies, the command of the land-forces 
deyolved upon brigadier-general Wentworth, an officer 


without experience, refolution,; or authority; He had no- 
thing in common with Vernon but bis obftinacy, and as_ 
great a contempt for the fea, as the admiral! had for the land. 
fervice. Thefe two ill-affociated commanders, 4 p, 64, 
whofe powers were difcretionary, after being re- March 9. 
inforced with fome troops from the Englifh colonies in North 
America, determined to attack Carthagena. 

The city of Carthagena is feated on a peninfula, or fandy 


27. Modern Univerfal Hi?. vol. uv. fol. edit. 
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ifland, which is joined to the continent byt two araackh necks 
of land, the broadeft of which is not above feventy yards 
wide. Its fortifications are regular, and after the modern 
manner. The houfes are moftly of. fone, and the ftreets are 
.soad, ftraight, and well paved. It is fuppofed to contain 
about twenty-five thoufand mhabitants. Nature has placed 

at a little diftance a hill of a middling height, ‘on which is 
built the citadel of St. Lazarus. .. This fort commands the 
town, and, in fome meafure, the harbour, which i is the fafett 
in the American dominions of Spain, and one of the beft 
any where known. _ It is two leagues in extent, and has a ~ 
fafe and excellent bottom **. At the time the trade of the 
Spanith fettlements in South epi was carried on by the 
galleons, thofe {hips failed to Carthagena before they. went 
to Porto Belo, and vifited it again on their return. — Its tr ade 
has declined finee their abolition; but the excellence of its 
harbour, and its vicinity to the rich proyinces of. Santa Fe, 
Popayan, and Choco, muft ever make it a place of great int- 
portance. 

In confequence of the refolution of the Enalith c coramand- 
ers to attack this opulent and ffrong city, a defcent was 
made on the ifland of Tierra Bomba, fear the entrance of 
the harbour, which is known by the name of Bocca -Chica, 
or Litile-mouth, from its narrownels, and which was forti- 
fied in a furprifing manner with caftles, batteries, booms, 
chains, cables, and ihips of war. Several of the {maller 
caitles were almoft inftantly reduced by fir Chaloner Ogle, to 


‘whom that fervice was committed; and batteries being 


erected again{t the principal fortihcations, the Boradera. bat- 
tery and Fort St. Jofeph were fuccefively taken by ftorm. 
A breach was made in Caftillo Grande, and the Britifii 
troops, fupported by the feamen, advanced to the affault. 
Contrary to all expectation, they tound the works abandaned. 
The Spanith oe which lay acrofs the mouth of the see ; 


a8, Ulloa, lib. i. cap. 3 
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haky- were either Sen or deftroyed ; the paflage was open- 
edy ‘the fleet entered without farther oppofition, and the 
Sospe! were difembarked within a mile of the city. 

” After furmounting fo many difficulties, with fuch facility, 
the befiegers thought that little remained but to take poffeffion 
of Carthagena. A {hip was accordingly fent exprefs to 
‘London with intelligence to that effe€t; and ‘public rejoi- 
‘cings were held at Jamaica, and over all the Englith iflands 
in the Weft Indies. But the animofities which broke out 
‘between Vernon and Wentworth, difappointed the hopes of 
“the nation, as well as the fanguine expectations of thofé con-, . 
“cerned in the expedition. Each feemed more eager for the 
‘difgrace of his rival, than zealous for the honour’of his coun. 
-try. The admiral was always putting the general in mind 
“of the neceffity of cutting off the communication between 
‘the town and the country, and of attacking the citadel of St, 

, Lazarus, by which it was defended. Refolutions, in a coun- 
‘cil of war, were taken for that purpofe, but’ nothing was 
‘done in confequence of them. A‘fhameful inattivity, which 
might partly proceed from the climate, feems to have poflefi- 
ed the troops 7%. 

~The general, by way of recrimination, threw the blame 
of the delay upon the admiral, in not landing the tents, 

~ftores, and artillery. And it muft be admitted that both 
were in fault. If Wentworth had attacked ‘the citadel be- 
fore the enemy had recovered from the panic, occafioned by | 
the reduction of the forts that defended the harbour, the Eng- 


“29. The heat is exceffive and continual at Carthagena; andthe torrents of 

“i swaterithat are inceffantly pouring’ down, from, May to November, have.this 
Ainguiarity, that they never cool the air, which is fometimes a little moderated 
during the dry feafon, by the north- eaft winds. The night is as hot as the 
day. Hence the inhabitants, wafted by profufe perfpir ation, have the pale 
and livid appearance of fick perfons ial their motions aré languid and fag. 
gifh 5 their {peech is foft and' flow, andthe, © words are generally: broken and 
interrupted. Every thing relative to the adicates a relaxed dant of body. 


“Ulloa,, Voy, lib, i, cap. v. 
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lith would certainly have become mafters of the place ; 
whereas the inaction of the land-forces, befide the difeafes to 
which it expofed them, gave the Spaniards time to recover | 
their fpirits, and to take every precaution for their defence, 
Nor was Vernon lefs.remifs in his duty, in not fending his 
fhips to batter and bombard the town by fea; for it 18 be- 
yond difpute, notwithfanding fome furmifes to the contrary, | 
that great execution might have been done by fuch a mode 
of attack... The largeft fhips could have lain near enough 
to have damaged the butldings without being expofed to 
much harm; and the hombs would have been attended with” 
great effect, as the houfes in that country are chiefly covered 
with fhingles, or fmall.thin boards, inftead of flate or tiles. 
During thefe difputes, the army was employed in ereCting 
batteries, in order to.make a breach in fort St. Lazarus, 
But the heavy-cannon not being yet arrived, nor the batteries 
near completed, the chief engineer gave it as his opinion, 
that the place might be rendered fo much ftronger befere the 
batteries could be opened, as to over-balance the advantage 
- to be expected from them. . This abfurd opinion, feconded 
by the importunities of Vernon, determined Wentworth to 
hazard an affault, after all rational profpect of fuccefs from 
fuch a mode of attack had.ceafed, until a breach fhould be 
made in the walls. So firm, however, was the courage of 
the Britith troops, that, if other inftances of mifconduct had not 
accompanied that unfoldier-like attempt, there is reafon to 
believe Carthagena would have been taken. The affault, in- 
{tead of being made in the night, was delayed till morning ; 
the foldiers were conducted, by miftake, againft the ftrongeft- 
part of the citadel ; the fcaling ladders were found too hort; 
the woolpacks and grayado-fhells were left in the rear; and 
the admiral neglected to divert the attention of the enemy by 
battering the town by fea, or even making ufe of his bomb- 
ketches 2°., In confequence of thefe feveral blunders, and 
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others conneéted with them, the brave affailants were ex- 
pofed to the whole fire of the fort, and partly to that of the 
city, without the leaft power of defending themfelves, or of 
annoying the Spaniards,. A mere carnage enfued; and al- 
though a retreat was foon judged neceffary, colonel Grant, 
who commanded thé grenadiers, and fix hundred of the flower 
of the Englith army, were left dead:on the field, 

® Phe befiegers were fo much difcouraged by this unpropi- 
tidus and ill-direfted effort, that they gave up all hopes of 
being able to.reduce the place. And the rainy feafon fet in 


with fuch=violence, as. rendered it impoffible for the troops: 


to live on fhofe> They were therefore reimbarked, and the 
enterprife’ was' relinquithed, after the admiral had: made a 
feeble attempt to bombard the town, in order to convince the 
géneral-of its impracticability ; though that confequence was 
by ‘no-meaiis the refult of this impertinent experiment. On 
the contrary, it was afirmed, That the continuance of fuch 
a mode of attack, properly conducted, would haye reduced 
the city to heaps of ruins ; that a floating battery, which had 
been prepared, did not lie in the proper place for annoying 
the enemy ; that the water was there indeed too fhallow, to 
admit large fhips near enough to batter the town with any 
profpect of fuccefs, but that a little toward the left, the har- 
bour was fufficiently deep, and that four or five fhips of the 
Jine might have been moored within piftol-fhot of the 
walls >", . 

Afier the reimbarkation of the troops, the diftempers pe- 
cular to the climate and feafon began to rage with redoubled 
fury.” ‘Nothing was heard from fhip to fhip, but complaints 
and execrations ; the groans of the dying, and the fervice 
for the dead! Nothing was feen, but objects of woe or 
images of dejection ; and the commanders, who had agreed 
in nothing elfe, were unanimous in pleading the expediency 

' of a retreat from this feene of mifery and difgrace. ‘The 
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‘eubeaiens of the harbour of Calthogania were accordingly 


demolifhed, and the English fleet failed for Jaimaica, to the — 
aftonifhment and confufion, of the mother-country, as well - 
as of the colonies. The people were’ depreffed, in propor-' 


' tion to:that exuberant joy with which they had been elevated ; 

‘nor was.any thing afterward done by the conductors of this 
unfortunate enterprife, to retrieve the honour of the Britith 
‘arms... Though Vernon was. reinforced with feveral fhips 


ofthe liney:and Wentworth with three thoufand foldiers from 


England. and although they fuccefhvely threatened St. Jago 
de Cuba, and Panama, they returned home, without etfect- 
ing any thing’ of confequence, ppm aes 2 the. lofs of 
near twenty: thoufand men **.- 

_ The expedition under Anton was not more Goreme in 
the beginning ; and, but for accident, it would have termi- 
nated in-equal difgrace. Being attacked by a furious ftorm 
in paffing Cape Horn, two of his {hips were obliged to re- 


turn in diftrefs: one was loft; another was -fo much da 


-maged: as to. be abandoned foon after; and the greater part 
of his people died of the fea-fcurvy, before he reached the 
ifland of Juan Fernandez, which had been appointed as the 
place of rendezvous. In this delightful abode the remainder 
of his crew recovered their health and fpirits ; and the Cen- 
turion, his own fhip, being flill in prétty good repair, he foon 
put to°fea, took ‘feveral »prizes off the coaft-of Chili, and 
plundered the town of Paita, on the coafl of Peru, where he 
found a.booty of filver to the amount of about thirty thou- 
fand pounds fterling. From his prifoners he learned, that, 


-notwithftanding his reduced force, he had nothing to fear in 


thofe latitudes ; as Don Jofeph Pizarro, who commanded a 
Spanish fquadron deftined to oppofe him, bad been obliged 
to-return to Rio de la Plata, after having loft.two fhips and 
two thoufand men, in attempting to double Cape Horn. 


But that confolatory intelligence was balanced by tfor~ 
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mation ofa lefs agreeable kind. Anfon alfo learned, from 
fome papers found on board his prizes, that the Englith ex- 
pedition againft Carthagena had mifcarried. This difcou- 
raging news made him fentible of the impropriety of at- 
tempting 'to execute that part of his inftructions, which re- 
garded an attack upon Panama, in confequence of a fuppofed 
* co-operation with the Britifh troops, acrofs the ifthmus of 
Darien. He'therefore bore away for Acapulco, in hopes of 
intercepting the Manilla galleon, which he under{tood was 
then at fea. Happily for the Spaniards, ihe had:reached that 
-port before his arrival.. He endeavoured to inter- 
‘cept her in ‘her return, but without effet. At laft 
finding himfelf deftitute of every neceffary, he failed for the 


AyD). 194%. 


river Canton, in‘China, where he arrived, after-a ete 
long and diftreffing voyage. Having refitted his pea: 
fhip, and taken in a fupply of :provifions, he again launched 
into the Pacific Ocean ; and’after cruring there fome time, 
he fortunately met with and took the annual fhip from 
Acapulco; on'the coaft of Mexico, to Manilla, in the ifland 
of Luconia, laden with treafure, to the amount of about three 
hundred thonfand pounds fterling, -befide other valuable com- 
modities 73, 

Anfon went a fecond time to Canton, where he afferted the. 
honour of the Britifh’ flag in a very {pirited manner, and re- 
turned to England by the Cape of Good Hope in 
1744, to the great joy of his countrymen, who 
had heard of his difafters, and concluded that he all his créw 
were loft. The Spanifh treafure was carried to the Tower 
with much parade; and an expedition, whieh, all things 


A.D, 1744. 


confidered, ought rather to. have been deemed unfortunate, 
was magnified beyond meafure.- Anfon’s  perfeverance, 
however, deferved praife, and the fuccefs of a-fingle thip 


*« 
33. Anfon’s Voyage, by Walter. The treafure confifted of one million 
- three hundred and thirteen thonfand eight hundred and forty dollars or pefos, 
with uncoined filver equal in value to forty three thoufand fix hundred and 


Ror dollars. 
: 2 feemed 
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féemed to point out ‘what might ‘be performed bya ftout . 
fquadron on the! coafts “of the South Sea's" but'the failure’ of 
the formidable’ enterprife’ againft’ Carthagena was ftill fo 


_ freth in the memory of the’ nation; that no farther’attempt 


was, made during” ‘the’ ‘war to Batesse as eco netic 


im’ America. ~ Tih Feed 


~F fhall here, my dear Philip, ¢lofe this letter ; as the naval 
tranfaGtions in the European’ feas, though feemingly con- 
nected with the fubject, will enter with more’ propriety into 
the generalnarration, ‘The war, occafioned by the death of 
the eae ‘Charles Vi. a now “engage out attention. © 
ess ee mites } ie 
rer pe 


an rail ates Se a Sa aero. aig 1 6 
The reneral View of ‘the Affairs of Europe, from the Death of 
the Emperor Cuanres VI. in 1740, to the Treaty of DresweEny 
hae 1745s and “ei —— mation of the sete ese: pobos 
“HEY death’ a6 the emperor Charles VI. tlie Taft printe of 


the ancient houfe of Auftria, without male 1ffue; awaken- 


-ed the ambition of many potentates, the adjufting of whofe 


+o) > opretenfions threw all’ Kurope into a ferment. “By 
A. D. 1740. 

virtue of the’ Pragmatic Sanction, as well as the 
rights of blood, the fucceffion to the whole Auftrian domi~ ‘ 
nions belonged'to the archduchefs’ Maria-Therefa, the late 
emperor’s eldeft daughter, married to Francis of Lorrain, 
grand-duke of ‘Tufcany. “The kingdoms of Hungary and 
Bohenwa, the province’ of Silefia, Auftrian’ Swabia, Upper’ 
and Lower Auftria, Stirra, Carinthia, ‘Carniola, the: four. 
Foreft Towns, Bursaw, Brifgaw, the Low Countries; Friuli; 
"Virol; the duchy of Milan,’ and the duchies “of Parmaiand 
Placentia, formed that immenfe inheritance, °° 32" saat sat 
+ Almoft all the European pawérs*had Suarantiéd thé Prag 
matic Sanction ; but, as prince Hugene judidioufly teniarked,* 
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_ © an hundred thoufand men would have guiarantied it better 

** than an hundred thoufand treaties !” Selfith avidity and 

lawlefs ambition can only be reftrained by force. Charles 

Albert, ele€tor of Bavaria,'laid claim to the kingdom of Bo- 

hemia, on the ftrength of an article inthe will of the em- 

peror Ferdinand 1]. brother to Charles V. Auguftus IIT. 

king of Poland, and elector of Saxony, exhibited pretenfions. 
to the whole Auftrian fucceflion, in virtue of the rights of 
his wife, eldeft daughter of the emperor Jofeph, elder bro-_ 
ther of Charles VI... The Catholic king deduced fimilart 

pretenfions from the rights of the daughter of the emperor 

» Maximilian I]. wife to Philip UJ. of Spain, from whom he: 
was defcended ‘by females ; and the king of Sardinia revived — 
an obfolete claim to the duchy of Milan. The king of 
France had alfo his pretenfions, and to the whole difputed fuc- 
ceffion, as being defcended in a right line from the eldeft 
male branch of the houfe of Auftria, by two princefles, mar- 
ried to his anceftors, Lewis XIII. and Lewis XIV. But, 
confcious that fuch a claim would excite the jealoufy of all 
Europe, he did not appear as a competitor ; though he was | 
not without hopes of aggrandizing himfelf, and of difmem- 
bering the Auftrian dominions, by abetting the claims. of 
another. 

In the meantime Maria-Therefa took quiet poflefion ot 
that vaf inheritance, which was fecured to her by the Prag- 
matic Sanétion. “She received the homage of the 
ftates of Auftria at Vienna; and the kingdoms of 
Hungary and Bohemia fwore. allegiance to her by their depu- 
ties, as did the Italian provinces. Poffefled of a popular af- 
fability, which her predeécesiors had feidom put in pra€tice, 
fhe gained the hearts of her fubjects, without diminifhing 
her dignity... But above all, fhe ingratiated herfelf with he 
Hungarians, in voluntarily accepting the ancient oath of 
- their fovereigns ; by which the fubjeGts, fhould their privi- 
leges: be invaded, are allowed to defend t! beenieles; without 
being treated as rebels. 


Nov. 7. 
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_ As the soda a this princes had ever been. cabiad 
in. complying with fuch- engagements, the early taking of 
that. prudent ep “was attended with wonderful popularity. 
The Hungarians, who, after two hundred years fpent i in fe- 
ditious broils and civil wars, {till bore with i impatience the 
Auftrian yoke, fubmitted with pleafure to the government of : 
Maria-Therefa, whom they almoft adored, and whe. was 
worthy of their warmeft regard, Her firft care, after con- 
' ciliating the affections of her people, was to procure for her 
bufband a fhare in all her crowns, under the title of co-re- 
gent: and fhe flattered herfelf, that the confequence, thus 
‘conferred yon the gr and duke, would foon raife him to the 
imperial throne !. But fhe had forgot that fhe was deftitute 
of money; that a number of pretenders, for the whole or a 
part of the Auftrian fuccefiion, were rifing up againft her > 5 
and. that: her troops, though far from inconhderable, were 
difperfed over her extenfive dominions. 

__ The firft alarm was given by a formidable, but unexpected. 
pretender, . Frederic Il]. king of Pruffia, had lately fucceed-, 
ed his father, Frederic Wiliam, a wife and politic prince} 
“who had, by rigid ceconomy, amaffed a prodigious treafure, 
though he are ed for his own fecurity, an army of fixty 
thoufand men, which he prudently left his fon to ewplpye 
“ If we may,be faid to owe the fhade of the oak,” obferves 
the Royal Hiftorian, ‘‘ to the acorn from which it {prung, in 
« like manner. we may difcern, in the fagacious conduct of 
«Frederic William, the fource of the future greatnets of his 
« fuccefior *. SA . 

This SR enlightened, and enterprifing monarch, 
whofe character J fhall afterward have oceafion. 
to. develope in defcribing his heroic achieve- 
ments, and in. tracing his extenfive plans of ‘policy, revived: 
certain antiquated claims of his family to four duchies - in 


Silefia ; and, inftead of having Fecourle to unmeaning mani- 


* ¥ 
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fetos, he began his march at the head of ‘thinly thoufand 
choice troops), in order to eftablith his “right. “When he 
found himfelf i in the heart of that rich province, and in pot 
feffion of Breflaw. its ‘capital, he fhewed a difpofition to ne= 
gociate. He offered to fup; aly Maria-Therefa, then com- 
monly known by the name of Queen of Hungary, with 
money and troops ; to protest, to the utmoft of his power, mo 
the rett of her dominions in Germany, and to ufe all his in: 
tereft to place her hufband on the imperial throne, provided 
the would cede to him the Lower Silefia. So ee 
_ That would have been a {mall facrifice for | peace and ‘fe: 
curity. But the queen of Hungary was fenfi that, ‘by 
yielding to the claims of one pretender, fhe fhou id only en- 
courage thofe of others. She therefore rejected, perhaps | too 
haftily, the offers of the king of Pruffia, and fént ¢ount 
-Neuperg, one of her beft “generals, with 2 ftrong: ‘body of 
troops into Silefia, in order to expel the invaders. The two 
armies, ‘nearly equal in numbers, met at Molwitz, a village 
in the neighbour thood of the town of Neifs, and ‘within @ 
league of the river of the fame name. ‘There’a defperate 
battle was fought. The action lafted from two in the af- 
ternoon tll fix in the evening ; when the Auftnans, in {pite 
of the moft vigorous efforts, were obliged to retire under the 
cannon of Neifs, with the lofs of four thoufand'men. © sae 
‘This victory, which was. followed, though not” ioe: 
diately, with the reduction of Glatz and Neifs, and the fub- 
miffion of the whole province of Silefia, was acquired folely 
by the firmnefs of the Pruffian infantry, and their celerity in 
firing, in confequence of a new excrcife taught them by their 
young king. The cavalry were totally routed, by the fupe- 
uiority of the Auftrians in horfe ; the royal baggage was pil- 
Jaged, and the king himlelf, in danger of being made pri- 
-foner, was carried off the field, in the more early part of the 
engagement. But the fecond line-of infantry ftood itnmove- 


able ; 
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ables and by: the’ ‘admirable aoe of that bodys the battle 


was reftored +, Bs Ze ee 


The fuccefs of the king of Prufia atone) all Hasvpe j 


and the refufal: of: Matia- Therefa to comply with his de- 
mands, which had lately ‘been dignified with the name of 
greatnefs of foul, was now branded with the appellation of 
imprudent obftinacy and hereditary haughtinefs :—fo apt aré 
mankind to judge of meafures by events, and to connect 
wifdom with good fortune, and folly with difafter !—But, 
even at this diftance of time, when o snéee impartial judg- 
ment may be formed, if the queen of Hungary’s refolution 
was again to be taken, it would be difficult for political fa- 
gacity to direct her which alternative to chufe: What 
might have been the confequence of her compliance ‘with the 


king of Pruffia’s propofals, it is impofhible to fay; but we 


know that'her intrepidity of fpirit in refolving, at all hazards, 
to’ preferve undivided the Auftrian fucceffion, exalted-her-in 
the efteem of her moft natural and powerful allies, who ulti- 
mately fecured to her the greater part of that fucceffion. It 
muft, however, be admitted, That the fucceisful invafion of 
the king of Pruffia, the unforefeen confequence of her refufal, 
and an aflurance of the fupport of fo powerful a prince, en- 
coutaged the court of Verfailles in the ambitious proje@ of 
placing the eleCtor of Bavaria on the imperial throne. The 
rife of this proje&t deferves to be traced. 

France’ had guarantied the Pragmatic Sanétion of 
Charles VI. and cardinal Fleury, whofe love of peace in 
creafed with “his ‘declining years, was defirous of preferving 
inviolaic the engagements of his mafter. But no fooner was 
it known at Verfailles that the: king of Pruffia had ‘invaded 
Silefia, than the cardinal found himfelf unable to withftand 
the ardour for war in the French ‘councils. “This ardour 


was icreafed by the bate of Molwi itz, and the failure of 
the Englifh in their attempt upon Spanith America. Afured 
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of the. affiftance of Spain, which turned, a wifhfal eyeon the 
Italian poffeffions of the queen of Hungary, the young no- 
dility-and princes of the blood, eager for an. opportunity of 
diftinguithing themfelves in arms, reprefented ‘to the king, 
“That the period fo long defired was now arrived, of finally . 
breaking the power of the houfe of Auftria, and exalting 
that, of Bourbon on its ruins; by dif{membering the domi- 
nions of Maria-Therefa, and placing on the imperial throne 
Charles Albert, eleCtor of Bavaria, a ieee dary of his mof 
Chriftian Majefty. . 

The moderation and natural equity of Lewis XV. yielded 
to arguments fo flattering to his pride ; and to the count, af ~ 
terward marefchal and duke de Belleifle, and his brother the - 
chevalier, the chief infpirers of thefe violent councils, was 
committed the execution of” that ambitious project. - They 
propofed, that fifty thoufand French troops, of which twenty 
thoufand were to be.cavalry, {hould pafs the Rhine, and ad- 
vance toward the Danube, before the beginning of June; that 
another army, of about forty thoufand men, fhould be form- 
ed on the fide of .Weftphalia, in. order -to keep in. awe the- 
eleGtorate of Hanover-; and that proper application fhould 
be made to the moit confiderable princes of the empire, cor- 
refponding to their feveral fituations, inviting them to con- 
. cur in the deftruction. of the houfe of Auftria, and to fhare 
in its fpoils. A moment was not loft in carving this plan 
into execution. 

Meanwhile the count, de Belleifle, being difpatched into 
Germany, in the double capacity of ambaffador and general, 
had concluded a treaty with the elector of Bavaria‘at Nym- 
phenburg., By this treaty the king of Irance engaged to af- 
fift that prince with his whole force, in order to raife him to 
the imperial;throne ; and the eleCtor, on his part, promifed, 
That, after his elevation, he would never attempt to recover 
any of the towns, or ‘provinces, ofthe empire. which the. 
French fhould have conquered ; that he would, in his impe- 
pelial capacity, renounce hebarrier: treaty, and agrée,. that 
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France might retain <a dala whatever placent fhould be 
fubdued by her,arms in the Auftrian Netherlands. | The we 
count de Belleifle alfo negociated a treaty between Lewis XV... ; 
and Frederic III. king of Pruffia; in which it was ftipulated, 
That the eleGtor of Bavaria, together with the imperial 
crown, fhould poffefs Bohemia, Upper Auftria, and the 
county of Tirol ; that Auguftus IIL. king of Poland and 
elector of Saxony, fhould be gratified with Moravia and 
Upper Silefia; and that his Pruffian majefty fhould retain 
Lower Silefia, with the town of Neils and the county of 
Glatz. 

Thefe treaties were no fooner concluded, than the French 
forces. were put in motion; and Lewis XV. appointed the 
elector of Bavaria, whom he meant to place in the firft fla- 
tion among Chriftian princes, his heutenant-general, with - 
the marefchals. Belleifle and Broglio to a& under him. * 
He at the fame time iffued a declaration, fetting forth, That 


the troops of the elector of ‘Hanover being ina threatening 
pofture, he, as guarantee of the treaty of Weftphalia,-was 
- xefolved, without prejudice to the Pragmatic Sanction, to 
‘march fome troops toward the Rhine, in order. to guard the 
approaching election of an emperor, and to be ready to. affitt 
thofe princes who might call upon him for the oS ic 


his, engagements. NAc 
The-fallacy of this declaration was slupiolis to all Bidines ; 
yet it did not fail of its intended effect. The king-of Great 
Britain, alarmed for the fafety of his German dominions, and 
finding, after a. tedious and fruitlefs negociation, that he could 4. 
not depend upon the. fupport .of the Dutch,, who -were timid ~ 
and backward, concluded a. treaty of neutrality for Hanover; 
ke in somlequeng of whieh; not Only the troops of that | 
electorate,. but.the auxiliary Danes and.Hefiians, in« 
Britifh pays: who had-been commanded to.march to.the afs 
fiftance of Maria ‘Therefa, were ordered,to. remain-im-their-. 
re{pective countries; and the embarkation of a body of. 
Britifh troops, collected for the fame purpofe, was counters — 
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manded—A-fubfidy of three hundred thoufand pounds, grant. 
ed by the Britifh parliament, was however tran{mitted to the 
qu of Hungary, and proved a very feafonable fupply, ia 
the midft of her multiplied neceffities 5, ae 
In the’ mean time the eletor of Bavaria, being join. — 
ed by the French forces under marefchal Broglio, fur- — 
prifed the imperial city of Paffau, upon the Danube; and 
entering Upper Auftria, at the head of feventy thoufand 
‘men, took poffeffion of Lintz, the capital of that duchy, 
where he received the homage of the ftates. From Lintz, feye- 
ral detachments of his troops advanced within a few leagues 
of Vienna; which being badly fortified, could make, it was 
generally thought, but a feeble refiftance againft the victo- 
Tious enemy. And many of thofe who were beft acquaint- 
ed with Germany, and with military operations, confidered 
® that city as already loft. The inhabitants took the alarm, 
“and removed to places of greater fafety their moft valuable 
effeGts. The Danube was daily féen covered with boats, 
for this purpofe ; great part of the fuburbs was pulled*down; 
and a fummons was fent to Kevenhuller, the governor, to ~ 
furrender the place. 

In this extremity of her fortune, the archduchefs, commit- 
ting her defperate affairs to the care of her hufband and her 
brave generals, left Vienna, and retired to Prefburg in Hun- 
gary ; where having affembled the ftates of that kingdom, 
fhe appeared before them with her eldeft fon, yet an infant 
in her arms, and addreffed them in a fpeech to the following 
purport. ‘ Abandoned by my friends, perfecuted by my 
«« enemies, and attacked by my neareft relations, [have no re» 

-« fource left but in your fidelity and valour. On you alone 
« I depend for relief; and into your hands I commit, with _ 
« confidence, the fon of your fovereign, and my juft caufe.” 
At once filled with rage and compaiiion at thefe affeCting 
expreffions of confidence, by fo flattering-an appeal to their 
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loyalty, and by the appearance of a young, ‘iat and 
heroic princefs, in diftrefs, the Palatines drew their fabres, 
and exclaimed, in a tone of enthufiafm, « We will die for 
‘© our Kinc °, Maria Therefa !” Nor was this a momen- 


tary ftart of paffion. While with tears they fwore to defend 


her, they publifhed a manifefto againft the elector of*Bava~ 


“aia; and by a folemn a of ftate, they gave a perpetual ex- 


clufion- of him and his pofterity from the throne of Hun- 
Phy Tales iin ‘ 

The Hungarian nobility were inftantly i in arms; ; and old 
count Palfy, whom the queen honoured with the name of 
Father, marched to the relief of Vienna with thirty thoufand 
men. Kevenhuller, the governor, had a garrifon of twelve 
digufona’ count Nuperg was in Bohemia at the head of 


about twenty thoufand: the grand-duke and his brother, 


ee 


prince Charles of Lorrain, who was the delight of, the ®t 
Auftrian armies, commanded another large body 5 ; and prince 
Lobkowitz, count Berenclau, count Traun, and other gene- 
ral officers, were exerting themfelves. to the utmoft in raifing 
troops for the fervice of their miftrefs. ~ , 

Thefe powerful armies, the declining feafon, and ‘the 


‘ftreneth of the garrifon of Vienna, induced the eleCtor of 


Bavaria to moderate his ideas. Inftead of invefting that-ca= 
pital, he marched into Bohemia ; and being there joined by 


_twenty thoufand Saxons, he laid fiege to Prague. ‘The place 


4 
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was ftormed, and taken by the gallantry of the famous count 
Saxe, natural fon of Auguftus II. of Poland,»who ‘had al- 
teady entered into the French fervice; and exhibited,. on*this 
éccafion, a remarkable mftance of his generofity and huma- 


“nity. He not only faved the town from pillage, but the per- 
‘fons of the inhabitants from any. violence or infult.. And the 


eleCtor of Bavaria, having been crowned king of Bohemia at 
A.D. 1742, Prague, proceeded to: Frankfort,where he was 
- J89- 4: “ele€ted emperor, under the name of Chasias Vil. 
and invefted with the imperial enfigns. 


6. So the Hungarians always call their fovereign, of whsiever fox, 
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*« The marefchal de Belleifle, who made a fplendid figure at 
this inauguration, feemed now in a fair way to complete his 
whole undertaking ; more efpecially as he had found means 
to engage Sweden in a war with Ruffia, in order to prevent 
the emprefs Elizabeth, daughter of Peter the Great, from aid- 
ang her fifter fovereign, But events fuddenly took a new 
‘direction in Germany, as we fhall afterward have occafion 
to fee. In the mean time we mutt turn our attention toward 
the affairs of England; obferving, in making this tranfition, 
that the war between Sweden and Ruffia was diftinguifhed 
by no remarkable event, and foon terminated in anigailap 
‘peace. ‘ 

The intimate connexion between England and ea houfe 
of Auftria, fince the Revolution in 1688, cemented by the 
blood fpilt during two long and defolating wars, in which. 
the fubjeéts of the two powers had greatly fignalifed them- 
felves, by oppofing the ambition of Lewis XIV. made the 

people confider this connexion, and not altogether without’ 
reafon, as effential to the prefervation of the liberties of 
Europe, againft the dangerous ufurpations of the houfe of 
Bourbon. The Englith nation, therefore, warmly efpoufed 
the caufe of the queen of Hungary ; and no fooner was it 
known that France, in violation of the Pragmatic Sanction, 
had formed the proje& of difmembering the fucceftion of 
‘Charles VI. and placing a creature of her own upon the 

cdimperial throne, than the cry for war was loud, and 
for fulfilling to the utmoft the treaties with the late em- 
peror. The mifcarriages in the Weft Indies were forgot’; 

“the increafe of taxes, which had lately occationed fo much 
»elamour, was difregarded; and liberal fubfcriptions were 
opened, by private indivigats, for the fapport of Maria- 
-Therefa. 

 «» »George II. who feemed only to value the Britth crown as 
it augmented his confequence in Germany, was fuficiently 
difpofed to enter into thefe views; and although. the immi- 

< ‘nent danger, to which } his eletoral dominions were expofed, 

pi ae F 2 induced % 
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induced “el to fubmit to a treaty, of neutrality for Hanover, 
that treaty did not affect him in his regal capacity. As king 
of Great Britain, he might ftill affift the queen of Hungary ; ; 
he might even, it was faid, hire his eleGtoral troops to fight 
the battles of Maria-Therefa. Of this he feemed convinced. 
But the leading members of the oppofition in parliament had 
é eclaimed fo long, and fo eloquently, againft continental con- 
nexions, that a change in his miniftry was judged neceffary, 
before any effectual ftep could be taken. 

Sir Robert Walpole, whofe credit had been for fome time 
on the-decline, finding he could no longer ferve his mafter to 
advantage, or fecure a refpetable majority in the houfe of 
commons, refigned his employments, and was created earl of 
Orford. Mr. Sandys, a fturdy patriot, who had diftin- 
guithed himielf by his perfeverance in oppofing the meafures 
of the late minifter, was appointed chancellor of the ex- 
chequer, in the room of his political antagonift ; the earl of 
Wilmington was placed at the head of the treafury; lord 
Carteret, the Cicero of the houfe of lords, was made fecre- 
tary of fate; and the eloquent and patriotic Mr. Pulteney, 
the moit popular man in the kingdom, was reftored to the 
dignity of a privy countellor, and foon after created earl of 
Bath. Other changes of lefs confequence took place. 

From the new miniftry the mofl popular meafures were 
expected: nothing lefs was prefumed on than a total reno- 
vation of the conftitution. A number of motions to this 
purport was accordingly made in both houfes of parliament ; 
but, to the aftonifhment of the nation, they were all violent-. 
“ly oppofed, and quathed, by the very men who had lately” 
maintained the principles on which they were founded, and 
whole former {pceches had fuggefted many of them. The 
moft important of thefe motions were the following three: 
one for appointing a committee ‘to enquire into the cone 
“duct of affairs during the lait twenty years :’’ one for 
brit giag ina bill “to repeal the aét for Septennial’ Parlia- 
‘< ments;” and one for ‘€ exchuding Penfioners from the 
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“ “Houte of } Lords,” by an Fa: of the whole legiflature. In 

is $ mini erial oppofition, Mr. Pulteney, immediately before 
he was, Created earl of Bath, and Mr. Sandys, the new chan. 
cellor of the exchequer, particularly diftinguifhed themfelves 
ia the Houle of Commons, as did lord Carteret in the Houle 
of Peers ”. i 

~The eyes of the people were now opened; and they dif. 
covered, That the men whom they had been accuttomed to 
confider as incorruptible patriots, and who had fo long dif- 
tracted the councils of the nation with their thundering ora- 
tions, were only the heads of an ambitious faction flrug- 
gling for power, and ready, when gratified with a thare in 
the honours and offices of the ftate, to efpoufe meafures, and 
adopt maxims, which they had formerly reprobated, as big 
with ruin and difgrace. This political apoftacy was no lefs 
obfervable i in their conduct with refpe@ to foreign than do- 
meftic affairs. Though German fubfidies, ftanding armies, 
and continental connexions, had been the conftant objets of 
their indignation, while out of place, and had furnifhed them, 
with the occafion of fome of the fineft ftrokes of their popu- 
lar eloquence, the new miniftry extended thei complaifance, 
_to their fovereign i in all thefe particulars, much farther than 
their execrated predeceffors. Befide providing for the fub- 
fidies to Denmark and Heffe-Caffel, they procured a vote of 
five hundred thoufand pounds to the queen of Hungary: 
they augmented the land forces to fixty-two thoufand five | 
hundred’ men: ‘they tran{ported into the Low Countries fix © 
teen thoufand Britith troops, under the earl of Stair, to make | fe 
a diverfion in “favour of Maria- Therefa, even before they, 
were affured’ of the concurrence, “of Holland; and they or-_ 
dered thofe troops to be joined by fix thoufand Heffians, and 
fixteen thoufand Hawoverians, in Britifh pay. This army, — 
however, after much idle parade, went into winter-quarters, 2 
without performing any thing. of confequence ; ‘the earl of 
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Stair being employed during the greater part of the faentnee 


in fruitlefs negociations with the Dutch, in order to hi 


‘them to fulfil their engagements with the late emperor®. 
« dys 


‘The campaign was more active in Germany. 
The good fortune of the eleCtor of Bavaria terminated 
with his elevation to the imperial throne. The very day 
that he was eleéted emperor, under the pompous name of 
.Charles VII. he received an account of the lofs of Lintz, the 
capital of Upper Auftria, though defended by a garrifon of 
ten thoufand French troops. Kevenhuller, the Auftrian ge-- 
neral, who had performed this important fervice, having dif- . 
lodged the French from all the ftrong holds of that country, 
Dicered the emperor’s hereditary dominions ; ; defeated maref- 
chal Thoring at Menbes and took Munich, the capital of 
Bavaria. In the mean time prince Lobkowitz, with eleven 
thoufand foot, and five thoufand horfe, was appointed to obs 
Sie the motions of the French in Bohemia ; while prince 
Charles of Lorrain, at the head of thirty thoufand infantry, 
and eighteen thoufand cavalry, advanced | againft the Pruffians 
and Saxons, who had invaded Moravia. They retired with 
precipitation, on his approach, and abandoned Olmutz, 
which they had taken. ‘. 

as The retreat of the Pruffians and Saxons was confidered as 
van event of great importance by the Auftrians, as it feemed 


* 


to afford them an opportunity of uniting their whole force 
© cagaintt the French under Belleifle and Broglio, — were too 
firong for prince Lobkowitz fingly. But the “ative and 
-enterprifing king of Pruffia, having received a reinforcement 
sof thirty thoufand men under the prince of Anhalt Deffau, 
marched to the affiftance of his allies in Bohemia. By his 
expedition and generalfhip, .he arrived before the intended 
junction could be formed; and, in order to prevent it, he 
gave battle to prince Charles of Lorrain at Czaflaw. ‘The’ 
difciplined troops#on both fides were nearly equal ; but the 
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Auftrians had the advantage of a large body of barbarous ir- 
regulars, Croats, Pandours, Talpaches, who engaged with in- 
credible fury °. The Pruffians were broken: the king left the 
field; and a total defeat muft have enfued, had not the luft 
of plunder feized the Auftrian irregulars at the fight of the 
Pruffian baggage. Their example infected the regulars 
of the Auftrian right wing, who alfo gave over the purfuit. 
The Priiffian infantry feized this opportunity to rally: they 
returned to the charge ; and, after an obftinate difpute, broke 
the main body of the Auftrian army, and obliged prince 
Charles to retire with the lofs of five thoufand men. 

The king of Pruffia, whofe lofs was little inferior to that 
of the Auftrians, fick of fuch bloody victories, and having 
fome reafon to fufpect the fincerity of the court of France, 

_began to turn his.thoughts towards peace ; and no lefs politic 

than brave, he concluded at Breflaw, without con- 
fulting his allies, an advantageous treaty with the 
queen of Hungary. By this treaty the archduchefs, Maria- 
"Therefa, ceded to Frederic III. the Upper and Lower Silefia, 
with the county of Glatz ; and he engaged ‘to obferve a ftriG 
neutrality during the war, and to withdraw his forces from 
her dominions within fixteen days after the figning -of the 
articles. A treaty of peace was alfo concluded, nearly at 
the fame time, between the queen of Hungary and Auguf 
tus IIL king of Poland and elector of Saxony; by which 
fhe yielded to him certain places in the circles of Elbogen, 
Saltzer, Leutmeritz, and Buntzlaw in Bohemia, And he F 
guarantied to her the pofleffion of the reft of that pon 


June Ie 


dom *° . 
tes the court of France, like a clap of thunder, came 


9. The Croats are the militia of Croatia. The Pandours-are Sclavonians, 
swho inhabit the confines of the Drave and Save: they wear a long cloak, 
carry feveral piftols in their girdle, and mfe beiide a fabre and poinard. The 
Talpaches are a fort of eat infantry, armed@with a mufket, two pittols, 
and a {fword. 
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_the intelligence of the treaty of Breflaw.: and the news 
which followed it did not contribute to alleviate the confter- 
nation occafioned by that blow. . The marefchals Belleifle 
and Broglio no,fooner found themfelves deferted by the Pruf- 
fians, than, they abandoned their magazines. and heavy bag- 
gage, and. retired with, precipitation under; the cannon’ of 
Prague. .There they entrenched themfelves, in a kind of 
peninfular meadow, formed by the windings of the ‘river 
Moldaw:; while the prince’ of Lorrain, having formed a 
~junétion with the Auftrian army. under Lobkowitz, én- 
caiped in fight of them, on the hills of Grifnitz, 
Finding. themfelves furrounded. by fuperior forces; : aie 
: French, generals. offered to, evacuate Prague, Egra, and all 
_ the other places which they held in Bohemia, provided they 
_ Were permitted to retire with their arms, ammunition, and 
baggage. This propofal, though’ highly reafonable, was 
2 haughtily rejected by the queen of Hungary, who infifted on 
their furrendering prifoners of war. Belleifle, who had:af- 
fumed the command in Prague, treated the imperious demand 
_ with difdain ; affuring his mafter, that he apprehended No 
thing from the enemy but famine. » And the Aufirian gene- 
tals, though Jefs fkilful than brave, made; him fenfible that 
_their approaches were not to be flighted. By cutting off his 
- fupplies, they reduced him to the greateft neceffities, while 
they wafted and harraffed his troops by perpetual affaults.: 
To permit the furrender of fo. fine an army, was deemed 
¥! ~inconfiftent with the honour and glory. of the French na- 
_fion, as well as with its intereft. Marefchal,Maillebois,who  ~* 
_ commanded the French forces on the Rhine, had therefore- ~ fi 
orders to march to the relief of Prague, at the head of forty- - 
a two thoufand men, When he arrived at Amberg, in the 
‘circle of Weftphalia, he was joined by. thirty thoufand 
_ French and Imperialitts from Bavaria, under Seckendorff 
and count, Saxe. Thus reinforced, he entered Bohemia 
without refiftance HP rpprifed of his danger, the prince: of. 
Lorrain turned the flegerof Prague into a blockade, the care” 
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» of which he committed to general Feftitz, with” eighteen 
thoufand men, and advanced with the main body ofhis army 
toward the frontiers! of the kingdom, in order to oppofe 

-Maillebois.» At Hayd he was joined by the grand Auftrian 
army under Kevenhuller, who had followed count Saxe and . 

. Seckendorff from Bavaria.’ Meanwhile the marefchals Belle- 
ifle and Broglio had formed the defign of joining the French 
army under Maillebois; and Feftitz being too weak to “6p- 
pofe them, they broke’out of Prague, and marcle:d'to wey : 
Leutmeritz. Maillebois was then in the neighbour- * 
hood of Egra; fo that a jun&tion feemed’ by no’ means im- 
practicable. But prince Charles, by taking poflefion of the 
paffes in the interpofing mountains, utterly defeated their 
fcheme. Méaillebois was under the neceffity of ‘returning to 
the Palatinate, whither he was’ followed) and hartaffed’on 
his march, by the prince of Lorrain) while prince’ Lob- 

. kowitz; with a firong ‘detachment, obliged ‘Belleifle ‘and 
Broglio again to feek refuge in thecapital of Bohemia. < 

Soon after the fiege of this important place was réefumed, 
Broglio made his‘efeape in difguife, and'took upon him ‘the 
*command of the French forces in the Palatinate; Maillebois | 
being recalled; fo that the fate of Prague, toward which the 
eyes of all Europe were now turned, tefted’ folely on’ the 
courage and condué& of Belleifle and the fmall remains of 
that gallant army, which had given an’emperor to Gerihany. 
All profpe&t of relief was cut off: a retreat feemed impra@ti. 
cable ;°and famine, accompanied with difeafe, its melancholy 
attendant, made cruel havock’ among the French’ troops. 
~The intrepid fpirit of Belleifle, however, which bore himy up 
amid all his misfortunes, communicated itfelf to both his of. 
ficers and foldiers ; “and few days pafied without fallies, in 

which the French had generally the advantage. 
Thefe fallies being chiefly occafioned by the zeal of the 
French in attacking the Auftrian ago ae in the neigh~ 

» bourhood of Prague, prince Lobkowitz, who conducted the 

--plockade of that city, “ordered ‘them’ to be guarded by the 
£3 flower 
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_ flower oth his army, in Bien that famine would foon compel 


the enemy to furrender at difcretion,. Now it was that Belle- 
ifle made known the refources of his genius. Having fe- 
cretly formed the defign of a retreat, he had with wonderful - 
diligence remounted his cavalry, and fent troops ‘of them out 
every day to forage. A laft, by making, m one quarter of 
the town, a feint for a general forage, he marched out at an- 
other, with eleven thoufand foot, and three thoufand horfe, 
and got a day’s march of prince Lobkowitz. The great ex« 
tent of the walls of Prague had rendered this attempt the 


/ “more practicable ; and the better to amufe the enemy, he left 
a {mall garrifon in that city. He had ten leagues to march 


before he could reach the defiles. The ground was covered 
with fnow, the cold exceflively intenfe ; all the inhabitants of 
the country were his enemies, and prince Lobkowitz, with 
an army of twelve thoufand infantry and eight thoufand ca- 
valry, hung on his rear. Under all thefe difadvantages, 
however, he reached the defiles with his army unbroken. And 
with fo much judgment had he planned his route, that, al- 


_ though the Auftrians occupied all the paffes-on the two prin- 


cipal coud that led to Egra, he was enabled to continue his » 
progrefs, by firiking through frozen marthes, which had 


“never perhaps before been trod by the foot of man; he hima 
felf always pointing the way, though confined to his coach 


or fedan by a violent rheumatifm. After a fatiguing march 
of twelve days, “he reached Egra,which was ftill in the hands 
of the French, and entered Alface without the lofs of a fingle 
man by the hands of the enemy, but of a thoufand in confe« 


quence of the rigour of the feafon ** 


- We mutt now turn our attention eee Italy, —— the 
war raged, during this campaign, with no lefs violence than 
in Germany. 

T have aeeety had occafion to ese: That on the death 
of the emperor Charles VI. the king of Spain put in a claim 
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to the whole Auftrian fucceffion, and that the king of Sar- 
dinia revived one to the duchy of Milan. Both afterward 
thought proper to moderate their pretenfions. The Spanith 
monarch feemed difpofed to be fatisfied with the Auftrian 
dominions in Italy, which he intended to erect into a king, 
dom for Don. Philip, his fecond fon by the princefs of 
Parma ; and his Sardinian majefty, alarmed by the encroach- , 
ments of the houfe of Bourbon, entered into an alliance with 
the queen of Hungary and the king of Great Britain, in con~ 
fideration of an annual fubfidy, and the cefhon of certain : 
places contiguous to his dominions, though without abfo- 
lately renouncing his antiquated claim to the duchy of Mi- 
Jan. All the other Italian powers affected, from fear, to re- 
main neutral ; fo that, when a body of Spanith troops, un- 
_der the duke de Montemar, were landed on the coaft of 
Tufcany, toward the end of the year 1741, the Grand Duke, 
hufband to the queen of Hungary, whofe. territories they 
: came to invade, permitted them to pafs through his-domini- 
ons. .The Genoefe fhewed no lefs complaifance to another 
body of Spanifh troops: the Venetians iffued a declaration 


to the fame purpofe ; and the pope, as the common fathapeat #3 


Chriftendom, wifely permitted both parties to take » 
alternately in the ecclefiaftical ftate, and treated both svith 
equal cordiality. Don Carlos, king of the Two Sicilies, 
alfo declared himfelf neutral, though refolved to abet the 
¢laims of his family.to the duchies ot Parma, Placentia,.and 
Milan. But the appearance of an Englifh {quadron before 
his capital, which could foon have been laid in athes, obliged 
him to fubmit, for a time, to a real neutrality as unnatural as 
that of the Grand Duke. © 

_ This tranfaction, and others connected with it, were at- 
tended with circumftances fufficiéntly interefting ‘to merit a 
particular detail ; more efpecially as. they lead us into the line 
of the naval operations of Great Britain.in Europe. 

Admiral Haddock had cruifed in the Mediterranean, with 
@ firong fleet, ever fince the breaking out of the war with — 
Spain ; 
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Spain; and fir Jobn ‘Nortis had “repeatedly threatened the 
coaits of that kingdom, with a powerful armament, without 
performing anything’ of confequence. At length admiral 
Haddock feemed to have an opportunity of diftinguifhing 
himfelf and effectually ferving his country. As he lay at 
Gibraltar, with fourteen ftout fhips, he was informed, that a 
Spanith fleet of twelve fail of the line, commanded by don 
Jofeph Navarro, with two hundred tranfports, and fifteen 
thoufand land forces on board, under the duke de Montemar, 
had paffed the Straits in the night. ‘He immediately ftood 
to fea. He came up with the enemy, and was preparing to 
engage, when a French fquadron, from Foulon, ftood in be= 
tween the hoftile fleets with a flag of truce; and the com= 
mander fent.a meffage to the Englifh admiral, That the’ 
French and Spaniards being engaged in a joint expedition, 
he. was under the neceffity of acting in concert with his” 
mafier’s allies. This unexpected interpofition prevented an ~ 
engagement, and the Spanith admiral proceeded swithy his 
convoy ™. ee 
Worn out with years, and chagrined by repeated difap- 
pointments, Haddock refigned the comnrand of the Bntith 
fleetiim the Mediterranean to rear-admiral Leftack, who was 
foun joined by feven fhips of the hne, under vice-admiral 
Matthews, a brave and able officer. Befide being appointed, 
commander in chief on that ftation, Matthews was veiled — 
with full powers to treat with all the princes and ftates of © 
Italy, as his Britannic majefty’s minifter. In this'double ca- 
pacity, he: watched the motions of the Spaniards both by fea 
and land ; and underftanding that a body of the troops af the 
king of the I'wo Sicilies had, notwithftanding his pretended 
neutrality, joined the Spanith army, under the duke de Mon- 
temar, he fent commodore Martin with an Englith fquadron 
into the bay of Naples, with orders to bombard that city, un- 
lefs the king would withdraw his troops, and fign a promife, 
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that they fhould not act in) conjunction with: Spaim during 

the continuance of the war.. ~The inhabitants of Naples 
were thrown into the utmoft confternation, at this unex 
pected vilit; and the king, being fenfible that his capital, 
naturally much expotfed. by ‘its! afeending fituation, «was not 

in a ftate of defence, thought proper to comply with. the 
conditions. Heat, Gri called an. extraordinary council, 
which held feveral confultatrons, .without coming’ to any 
fixed refolution. At length the Brtifh commodore, whe had 
dropped anchor before the town at four in the afterndon; by « 
a noble boldnefs put an end to.farther hefitations!’ Ones) 
céiving an ambiguous anfwer; he pulled out hismwatch,; and ° 
fixing it to the main-maift,. fternly replied, That the council 
muft come to a final determination within-an hour, other 
wife he fhould be obliged to execute his orders; which were : 
abfolute.. The, king’s promife of neutrality was immediately 

fent and. the Englith, fleet left.the bay beforemidnight *% 
rites affords few inftances of fuch decifion and ilpatc iia 
affairs of equal importance. ; 

As a prelude to. the figning of this forced neutrality, whith 
totally diloaceiten the fchemes of the court of Madrid, the i 
Spanifh army, under the duke de Montemar, shad: been 
obliged to retreat to ward the frontiers of Naples, before the 
king of Sardinia, and count Traun, the. Auftrian general.” 
Meanwhile, Don Philip, third fon of his Catholic niajetty, 
and for whofe aggrandifement the war had: beem undertaken) » 
invaded Savoy with another Spanith army; whichthe had led“ 
through France, and foon. made himfelf matter, ofthat whale”: m 
duchy. Alarmed.at this irruption, and anxious forithe fatoty ’ ca 
of his more valuable dominions, the king of Sardinia‘re. |" 
turned with his forces to:the defence) of Piedmont; whieh the ; 
Spaniards in vain attempted to. enter..)And.count! Pradn 
found himfelf fuficiently dtrong,' after, the king’ofothec fsa 
Sicilies had. withdrawn his troops, to, maintain bisegrdund, 


during 
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during the remainder of the campaign, againft the Spanith 
army under the count de Gages, who ae to fuperfede 
the duke de Montemar **. ae 
The Spaniards, in a word, had little reafon to boaft of their 
fuccefs in Italy ; where their armies were reduced to great 
diftrefs, by the vigilance of the Britith fleet in cutting off 
their fupplies. The queen of Hungary, now all victorious 
in Germany, was in poflefon” of the territories of the em- 
peror Charles VII. fo that the French, heartily tired of fup- 


porting that prince, in whofe caufe they had loft above an 


hundred thoufand mén, made at laft propofals of 
peace on equitable, or rather humiliating terms. 
"This condefcenfion was the more remarkable, as the councils 
of the court of Ver failles were no longer influenced by the 
mild fpirit of cardinal Fleury. He had died, at a very ad- 
vanced age, in the beginning of the prefent year. 

But Maria-Therefa, elated with her unexpe€ted fuccefs, 
and rendered confident by the fupport of fo powerful an ally 
as the king of Great Britain, haughtily rejeéted all pacific 
propofitions; while lord Carteret, the, new prime minifter 
of George Il who had formerly declaimed with fo much 
violence againft continental connexions, could now fee no- 
thing,but triumphs to be acquired in Flanders, though the 
Dutch had not yet engaged to take part in the war. “He 
therefore urged the neceffity of maintaining the balance of 


A. D. 1743- 


power in Europe. In vain did the popular party in parlia- 


ment reply, That this balance was no longer in danger ; that 


the queen of Hungary herfelf was now fufficiently ftrong to 
_ protect all ber*dominions; that fhe had only to reftore 


peace to Germany, in order to be enabled to drive the Spa- 
niards out of Italy; and that England, inftead of roufing 
the jealoufy of other {tates, by lavifhing its blood and treafure 


in feeding the pride of an ambitious woman, ought to dire& : 


all its force againft Spain, the only power with whom it was 
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actually at war, and in whofe humiliation it was particu- 
larly interefted*s. Thefe arguments were not attended to, 
The king of Great Britain was fired with the thirft of mili- 
tary glory; and the king of France, finding that peace could 
not be obtained for the emperor, made preparations for pro- 
fecuting the war with vigour. 

In the meantime the queen of Hungary’s good fortune 
continued to attend her. Prince Charles of Lorrain, having © 
affumed the command of the Auftrian army in Bavaria, de- 
feated the Imperialifts with great flaughter near Braunaw, and 
took poffeffion of their camp; while prince Lobkowitz, 
marching from Bohemia, drove the French from all their 
pofts in the Upper Palatinate. Thefe two generals after- 
ward obliged marefchal Broglio to abandon a ftrong camp 
which he occupied at Pladling, on the Danube, and to re. - 
tire with hurry and precipitation toward the Rhine; the 

, Auftrian irregulars harrafling him on his march, and cutting 
off great numbers of his troops. When he reached Dona- 
wert, he was joined by a reinforcement of twelve thoufand 
men under count Saxe: yet he did not think proper to 
hazard an engagement, his main body being almoft ruined. 
He retreated before prince Charles to Hailbron; andthe 
emperor, finding himfelf abandoned by his allies, and ftript 
of his dominions, took refuge in Frankfort, where he lived in 
indigence and obfcurity *°. o 

The operations on the fide of Flatiders, during this cam- 
paign, were ftill more important, though lefs decifive. The 
Britifh and Hanoverian troops, commanded by the earl’ 
Stair, and the Auftrians, under the duke @Aremberg, having 
begun their march from the Low Countries, with an inte: i 4 
tion of entering Germany as early as the beginning of 
March, the king of France ordered the duke de Noailles to 
affemble a powerful army on the Maine, to prevent the allies 
from joining the prince of -Lorrain; while he fent another 
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army under the marefchal de Ceigny into Alface, in order to 
oppofé that prince, fhould he attempt to pals: the Rhine, 
Having fecured the towns of Spire, Worms, and Opperi- 
heim, Noailles paffed the Rhine, and pofted himfelf on 
the eait fide of that river, above Frankfort. ‘The earl of 
Stair advanced toward him, and encamped at Killenbach, 
between’ the river Maine and the foreft of D’Armftadt. 
From this fituation he moved to Afchaffenburg, with a view 
of fecuring the navigation of the Upper Maine, which was 
neceffary for the conveyance of forage and provifions from 
Franconia. But he was anticipated by the vigilance and 
activity of the enemy ; Noatiles, who was pofted on the op- 
pofite fide of the river, having already got pofleffion of the 
principal pofts, fo.as to cut off all fupplies *7. 
_ The king of Great Britain, attended by his fecond fon the 
duke of Cumberland, and his minifter lord Carteret, arrived 
on the roth of June in the camp of the allies at Afchaffen- 
burg; where he found his army, amounting to about forty 
‘ thoufand men, eager for battle, but in great want of. provi- 
fions. The French general, in a word, had: taken his mea~ 
fures fo wifely, that it was thought the allies muft be forced 
to furrender prifoners of war, or be cut to pieces in their re- 
treat. A retreat, however, was refolved upon, both as ne- 
ceffary to procure fubfiltence, and to form a junction with a 
‘reinforcement of twelve thoufand Heffians and Hanoverians 
that had reached Hanau, and was in danger of being cut off. 
The troops were accordingly ordered to ftrike their 
tents, and-to begin their march by break of day. 
Their dangerous route lay between a mountain and the river 
Maine, over which the French bad been unaccountably per- 
mitted to erect fevera] bridges. The allies were annoyed in 
their march, by the enemy’s cannon on the oppofite banks ; 
and the French general, marching part of the main body of 
his army, which confifted of about fixty thoufand men, over 


June 26. 
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the’ bridges, took poffeffion’ of the village of Dettingen, id 


front of the allied rmy, while i their tear a detachment oc- 
copied Afchaffenburg , which they lad abandoned. 

Having made thief difpofitions, which he flattered himfelf 
would oblige the allies to attack the Frenth undet great dif: 
advantage, the dukéde Noailles repafted the Maine, in ordet. 
the bette® to obferve the motions of the hoftile armies, and to . 
bring forward the remaitider of his forces. Meanwhile the 


duke dé Grammont, his nephew and lieutenant-general, whd 


was ftationed at Dettingen with thitty thoufand choice troops, 


and all the young generals and princes of the blood; eager to : 
engage} paffed the defile behind which they were pofted, and 


advanced into a fmall plain, called the Cock=field, where the 
allies had formed thenvfelves in order of battle: Noailles, 
who was ftill on the other fide of the river, beheld this mo- 
tion with grief and aftonifhmént, and made all the hafte pof- 
fible fo form a new difpofition: Bit he came too late to re- 
pair the miftake that had been committed ; fot although the 
French char ged with a npetuofity, and the houfehold 


troops put the Auftrian cavaly into difordet, the Britith and” 


Hanoverian infantry, asiimated by the prefence of their fo- 
vereign (who rode between the lines with his fword drawn); 


ftood firm as a rock, and poured forth an incéflant fire; 


which nothing could refit. Theft impenetfable. battalions, 
however, by a mafterly manoeuvre, on the approach’ of the 
- French cavalry, led by the nobility and princes of the blood, 

who ruthed on in defperation, opened their lines; and afters 
ward clofing again, made great havock m that gallant bodys 
Terrot now fieedlihe whole French amy; every ome cry 
ing, ‘Save himfelf, who can! 17 fo that the duke de Noailles 
found himfelf under the neceflity of precipitately retreating 
over the Maine, with the lofs of five thoufand men *3, Had 


he been hotly purfued, the victory of the allies would pro- 


bably have been complete, and the defeat of the French total, 
2 Pi 
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The earl of Stair propofed fuch a meafure ; but his mafters. 
George II. happy i in having bravely extricated himfeif from 
one imminent danger, did not chufe to ne the hazard of 
another. He was afraid of an ambufcade. His troops had. 
received little fuftenance for fome days : they were come off 
a fatiguing march ; they had been many hours under arms; 
and the enemy had ftill a fuperior army, and a great train of 
artillery, it was faid, to difpute the paflage of the river. 

Thefe military confiderations are fufficient to account for 
the caution of the king of Great Britain, whofe lofs, i in killed 
and wounded, amounted to full three thoufand men) without 
the intervention of invidious political motives. And it muft 
be admitted, even by thofe who blame his condudt, and 
think the French might have been totally routed in their firft 
confufion, that the circumftance of his being only an ally, 
and not a principal in the war, was a ftrong argument for 
his not rifking too much. Happy had it been for his king- 
dom, if the fame prudence had reftrained him from taking fo 
achive a part in a.quarrel, in which he was not immediately 
interefted !—He dined on the fiel@ of battle, and in the even- 
ing profecuted his march to Hanau ; recommending his fick: 
and wounded to the care of the duke of Noailles, who treat- 
ed them with great humanity and tendernels **. 


The 


24. The charagter of Adrian Maurice, duke de Noailles, and Marefchal of 
France, who united the talents of the confummate general to thofe of the 
able ftatefman, at the fame time that he fuccefsfully cultivated literature, and 
acquired, the reputation ‘of a good citizen, is one of the moft amiable and ex- 
alted of the age in which he lived. He enjoyed in a very high degree the 
confidence of Lewis XV, and ‘delivered his fentiments to his fovereigen, ina 
variety of letters and memorials on the moft important fubjeds, with an ho. 
neft freedom that is perhaps unexampled in a fubject and a courtier. (See 
Mem. Politig. et Mailitaires, &c. gompofés fur les Pitces originales, recueillies par 
Adrien Maurice, duc de Nagsiless Marechal de France 7 Minifire d Etat, par M. 
P Abbé Millot, tom. iii. iv. \ “Setting afide other inflances, nothing can fhew 
ina dtronger light the magnanimity and difintereftednefs of the duke de 
Noailles, than his recommending to the king count Saxe, as the perfon in his 
fervice molt capable of repairing the misfortunes of France. Experience has 


pr oved 
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The allied army was no fodner joined by’ the expedied : 


reinforcement at Hanau than the earl of Stair propofed, that, 
as the numbers on both fides were neatly equal, the French 


fhould be attacked by pafling the Maine. But to the fur. 


prife of all Europe, no fuch attempt was made. The king 
of Great Britain, flattered with humiliating propofals of peace 
from the emperor, became every day more irrefolute. Even 
after the retreat of the duke de Noailles, who was under the 
neceflity of marching to the affiftance of marefchal Coigny, 
in Upper Alface, which was threatened by prince Charles of 


Lorrain, no effort was made to difperfe or deftroy the body. 


of obferyation left under count Saxe ; and although the allied 
army was reinfotced with twenty thoufand Dutch 
auxiliaries in the month of September, it was early pete: 
dittributed into winter quarters, without doing any thing of 


confequence after the victory of Dettingen. 


Ese Sy TS he 


The earl of Stair was fo much diffatisfied with this ins 


action, that he refigned in difguft ; and the duke de Noailles, 
who had apprehended the greateft difafters, unacquainted 
with the reftraints impofed upon the Britifh commander, felici- 
tated his mafter, with that modefty whith ts peculiar to real 


merit, that he had not to deal w ith an Eugene, a Marlbo= 


reugh, or a Staremberg, other wif e the iffue of the campaign | 
mutt have been very diferent?>, Noailles effectually defeated 
the defigns of prince Charles upon Alface ; but he could not 
prevent Mentzel, the famous partizan, from making’ an ‘ir- 


ruption, with four thoufand Auftrian irregulars, into Lorrain - 


and Luxemburg, where he committed terrible depredations, 


The campaign in Italy was not more active or decifive, 
though its beginning promifed the moft vigorous exertionse 
; pi 


proved, that the juftnefs of his difcernment was equal 
his intentions; and degenerate ages mult contemplate wit 
courtier who dared to fpeak truth to his prince, a ftatefmian whofe fopreme 
obje& was the good of his country, and a general whofe foul was faperior to 
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jealouly. 
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Comme de Gages, who commed the. Span. army in the 
province of Bologna, pafling the Parano in the beginning ‘of © 


_ February, attacked the Auftrian and Piedmontefe forces, 


under count Traun, at Campo Santo, where a defperate bat- 
tle was fought, but without any decided advantage, both fides 
claiming the victory. Gages howeyer found himfelf under 
the neceflity of repaffing the Parano; and his army being 
- much weakened, by defertion, he abandoned the city of Bo- 
Togna, and marched to Rimini, in the province’ of Romagna. 
He there fortified his camp, and remained unmolefted till the 
‘month of OGober, when prince Lobkowitz,; having fuc- 


ceeded count Traun in thecommand of the Auftrian army, 


entered Romagna, and obliged the 3panifh general to retreat. . 
to Fano. . _ Gages afterward took poft at Pefaro, fortify ing 
‘the pafles of the river Foglia. 

, The feafon was fo far in the decline, before the Spanifh 
army, under Don Philip in Savoy, ‘entered upon action, that 
the campain on the fide of Piedmont was diftinguithed by no 
important event. ‘This inaGtion was occafioned by a fecret 
negociation between the houfe of Bourbon and the king of 
Sardinia ; and notwithitanding the encomiuzns that have been 
paid to the fidelity of that prince, he would have entered 
mto the views of France and Spain, if they had complied 
with his demands, or if the queen of Hungary had not agreed 
to more advantageous terms ‘than they were ‘willing’ te 
grant?ey 

Thefe negociations produced the famous treaty of Worms; 
by which his Sardinian majefty renounced his pretenfions to 
the duchy of Milan, and guarantied anew the Pragmati¢ 
Sanction. ‘Vhe queen of Hungary, befide relinquifhing ire 
his favour alk title to the town and marquifate of Fimal, then 
-poffeffed by the republic of Genoa, but on which fhe had 
fome claims, agreed to put him in poffeffion of the Vige- 
vanefco, with that part of the duchy af Pavia' which lies be- 
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tween the Po and the Teflin, and to cede to him the towns 
of Placentia and Bombio, with all the territory from the 
fource ot the Nura to the lake: of Maggiore, and ‘the fron- 
tiers of the Swifs Cantons *7, She farther engaged to’ main- 
tain thirty thoufand men in Italy, as foon as the fituation of 
her affairs in Germany would permit; and the king of Sar- 
-dinia, on condition of his receiving from. Great Britain an 
annual fubfidy of two hundred and eighty thoufand pounds 
fterling, obliged himfelf to keep up an army of ae thou- 
fand foot and five thoufand horfe °°. 


aS ee 


This treaty, which diffipated all hopes of j peace, a < 


haughty beht&viour of the queen of Hungary, who not only 
refufed to liflen to any reafonable terms of accommodation 
with the emperor, but avowed her purpofe of keeping pof- 


’ feffion of Bavaria and the Upper Palatinate, as an indemni- 
fication for the lofs of Silefia, produced a great change in the. 

‘ . . . _ ° . % 
fentiments of the principal German powers. . Their jealoufy 


of the ambition of the houfe of Auftria was revived, and 
their pride was wounded by the degradation of the imperial 
dignity in the perfon of Charles VIL. now no better than an 
illuftrious beggar, depending on the bounty of France for a 
~ precarious fubfiftence. ‘They refolved to interpofe-in favour 
of the head of the empire, whofe misfortunes had awakened 
their compaffion. The court of Verfailles, ever watchful, 


encouraged thefe new difpofitions °°; and a fecret negocia- 


tion was fuccefsfully begun with the emperor, the élector 
Palatine, the king of Sweden, ag Landgrave of Hefle Caffel, 


_ and the king of Pruffia, as elector of Brandenburg, who was: . 


bécome fenfible, that unlefs a check was given to the grows 
ing power of Maria-Therefa, he muft foon be ftript of all 


his Jate conquefts.. ee 
The iffue of that negociation, which was “conducted by 


Chevigny, the French minifter at the imperial court, or 
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rather afylum, in Frankfort, we e thal afterward have occa- © 


ae fion to notice. In the meantime a fainily-compact, 
2 2 ' 
: or perpetual alliance and mutual guaranty of pof- 


_fefions and claims, was formed between France and Spain 
‘at Fontainbleau 3° ; and the greateft preparations were made 


for carrying on the’ war with vigour both by fea and land. 
‘Twenty thoufand French troops, under the prince of Conti, 
were ordered to join Don Philip in Savoy; and the French 
and Spanith {quadrons at Toulon were Baas Pe to act in 
concert, and attempt ¢o recover the fovereignty of the Medi- 
terranean**. If fuccefsful, they were to joi the Breft fleet ; 
and, having eftablifhed a fuperiority in the Channel, to afiatt 
at a projected invafion of England, 

That enterprife, which had for its remote objedt the re- 
eftablithent of the houfe of Stuart, was more immediately 
planned with a view of obliging the king of Great Britain to 
recal! his troops from the continent, and apply his attention 
to the defence of his own dominions, inftead of engaging in 
the fupport of foreign powers. A correfpandence was ac- 
cordingly entered into with the Englith and Scottifh Jaca- 
bites, who.readily offered their affiftance, and magnified the 
public difcontents, at the fame time that:they endeavoured to 
inflame them. The real difcontents, however, were very 
great. The people were enraged at the myfterious inaction 
of the laft campaign, which they juftly afcribed to the in- 
fluence of German councils, and the political fituation of 
George II. as elector of Hanover. Nor were they lefs dif- 
Aatisfied at the profpect of the continuance of a bloody and 
expenfive war, in which Great Britain was likely to become 
a principal inftead.of an ally, after an honourable peace 
might haye been concluded with the emperor, and the queen 
of Hungary fecured in the full poffeffion of all the Auftrian 
dominions in Germany, except Silefia, which fhe had ceded 


30. One of the pringipal articles of this treaty was, that no peace fhould be 
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Paocced till Gibraltar was veftored to Spain. (Mem. de Noailles tom. iv.) 
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to the king of Pruffia, Anu univerfal difguft prevailed a gaint 
“the meafures of the aeute sie Si 

Encouraged by thefe favourable appeatances, the {mall 
number of troops in England, and the affurances of a power- 
ful fupport from the Jacobites, and evgn a general revolt in 
favour of the pretender, Lewis XV. entered ferioufly into 
' the views of cardinal de Tencin, who had projected the en+ 
terprife, and the higheft hopes were entertained of fuccefs. 
Tencin was warmly attached to the Stuart family, by whofe 
intereft he had been raifed to the purple; and having taken 
the lead in the French adminiftration, on the death of cardi- 
nal Fleury, he was ambitious of thewing his gratitude to his 
friends, and at the fame time of ferving his mafter, by giving 
a new king to Great Britain. 

Nor did fuch a revolution feem impofible, with the force 
that was prepared, to thofe who were beft acquainted with 
thé fituation of this kingdom, if France had poffeffed the fo- 
vereignty of the fea. An army of fifteen thoufand men was 
affembled in Picardy, under count Saxe ; anda number of 
tranfports were collected at Calais, Dunkirk, and Boulogne. 
Charles Edward, eldeft fon of the chevalier de St, George, 
and to whom that prince had delegated his pre- 4 p, 174d. 
tenfions, left Rome, and arrived in the French January. 
camp. A defcent was to be made on thecoaft of Kent; and 
M. de Roquefeuille, with a fleet of twenty thips of the line 
from Breft and Rochfort, failed exultingly up the Channel, 
in order to ‘protect the tranfports and cover the landing of 
the troops. Seven thoufand men were embarked, and the 
firt divifion of the tranfports put to fea ; but a fudden. ftorm 
arifing, they were all driven back upon the French coaft. 
Many of them were fhattered ; fome of the largeft, with all 
the men, were loft ; and a fuperior Englifh fleet, command- 
ed by fir John Norris, obliged M. de Roquefeuille to make 
the beft of his Sey Breft 3? : fo that the young pretender, 
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after having a fight of the. 4 romifed land, found himfelf 
~ wnder the neceffity of waiting for a thore. favourable oppor 
‘ tunity, to attempt the FEDS “of the kingdom of his an- 
_ eeftors. 

The alarm ogcafioned by his formidable, though abortive 
enterprife, united the Whigs in.the firm fupport of govern: 
ment. They were made fenfible, that their ‘oppolition to 
certain unpopular meafures, and their political jealoufies of 
each other, had been reprefented by the enemies of Great 
Britain'as a proof of their diflike to the reigning family 3 ; and 

_ that the chevalier de St. George had founded his hopes of 
fuccefs in the projected invafion, chiefly on the divifion 
among the friends of the proteftant fuccefion, ‘This ap- 
peared by a letter which he wrote to John duke of Argyle, 

-an ihconfiftent but zealous Whig, whom the Jacobites fup- 
pofed ready for a revolt, on account of the yiolence of his 
{peeches in parliament, and whom ‘the pretender defired to 
dictate his own terms *?, But that harmony was of thort 
duration. The intelligence which foon arrived of a naval 
engagement in the Mediterranean, and the judicial pro-+ 
ceedings relatiye to it, gave } rifle to néw divifions and difcon- 
tents. 

In confequence of the late alliance between “rance and 
Spain, concluded at Fontainbleau, the admirals of their com- 
bined fleet, i in the harbour of Toulon, refoly ed to give battle 
to that of England, by which: they:had been blocked up, and 
which prevented them from carrying provifions of. military 
ftores to the Spanith armies in Italy. The Spanifh{quadren, - 
commanded by Don Jofeph Nayarro, confifted of fixteen 
fail of the line, though twelve only were fully manned ; and 

_ the French {quadron, under M. de Court, of fourteen fait of 
the Ime, four frigates, and t ihree fre-thips. The Britith fleet, 
commanded by the admirals Matthews and Lettock, were fa 
petior 3 in force, but lefs fit for action, as the thips had been 


“33: 1d. ibid. 3 
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long at fea, “Te eoutioan wenty-eight fail of the line, fix 


fhips of fifty guns, four frigates, and two fire-(hips. And if” 


a mifunderftanding had not prevailed between the admirals, | 


the combined fleet muft have been utterly ruined. 

Matthews, who lay in the bay of Hieres, no fooner per~ 
ecived the enemy leave the road of Toulon than he weighed 
anchor, and bore down upon them. They did not decline 
the combat; and a defperate battle enfued, in which the 
Britith admiral behaved with great gallantry. 
But he was iil fupported by his captains, and 
Leftock, with his whole divifion, remained all the time dt a 
diftance ; fo that the conteft was long doubtful, and the moft 
yigorous exertjons only could have faved the fhips that were 


eb, It. 


engaged from being taken or deftroyed. Victory however, 

at laft, declared in favour of Matthews, The combined 
fleet, after an adtion of fix hours, was obliged to retreat, 
with the lofs of one fhip of the line, named the Poder 34, 
The royal Philip, another difabled fhip, might alfo, it is Sin 
poled, have been taken, had the Englith admiral continued 
the chace; but his orders to guard the coaft of Italy being 
pofitive, he did not think himfelf at liberty to negle& that 
important objeGt, and run the hazard of being drawn down 
the Straits, for the precarious poffibility of making a fingle 
prize, all the other fhips of the enemy failing tog faft to leave 
him any hope of coming up with them 35. 

The lofs of fo fayqurable an opportunity of breaking the 
‘nayal power of the houfe of Bourbon occafioned the loudeft 
complaints in England, and the failure of the Britith fleet ta 
deftroy that of the enemy became the fubject of a parliamen- 
tary inquiry. From a committee of the houfe of commons, 
the'matter was referred to a court-martial... Several captains 
yere convicted of mifbehaviour, and fubjefed to different 
degrees of punifhiment ; but, to the aftonifhment of the pub- 


34. Smollett, vol. xi. Contine ah apits ay ix. 
"3g. See the Defence made by Matthews : on his Trial, 
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lic, admiral Leftock was fully @equitted, and Matthews de- 
clared incapable of ferving forth’ farure’ in his majefty’s 
navy !—Though it was evident to every unprejudiced mind, 
that Leftock, by keeping aloof, when he had it‘in his power 
to engage, was not only the caufé of the mifcarriage com- 
plained of, but of expofing the Britith fleet to the moft im- 
‘minent danger, in order to gratify his vindictive Spirit ; while 
‘Matthews, rufhing into the hotteft of the enemy’s fire, fought 
like a hero, and difcovered a noble-zeal for the fervice of his 
king andcountry °°. ‘Such ridiculous things, as experience. 
has fince repeatedly proved, are courts martial in factious 
frites ira 
Before: thefe judicial proceedings were finifhed, mutual - 
» “ayrarch’ declarations of war had been iffued by the kings of 
'20~3t-- France and England, who thenceforth became in 
fome meafure principals in the continental quarrel, the eourt - 
of Verfailles having rffued a declaration of war alfe againft 
her Hungarian majefty. Lewis XV. aecufed George HE. of 
having vaolated the neutrality of Hanover, of diffuading the 
queen of Hungary from coming to,an accommodation with 
the emperor, and of blocking up the ports and difturbing the 
commerce of France: His Britannic majefty recriminated, 
by accufing the French king ‘of violating the’ Pragmatie 
sanction; of attempting to deftroy the balance of power ii 
Europe, by difmembering the Auftrian fucceffion Sof afitte 
ing the Spaniards, the ayowed enemies: of ‘Engtand, ‘boty fe- 
cretly and openly, im contempt of the faith of treaties; of 
harbouring the pretender, contrary to the moft folémn’ en- 
gagements, furnifhing hima with a fleet and army to'invade 
Great Britain; and of committing a&tial hofilitiés on the 
Britifh fleet in the Mediterraftéan 37.) Both parties had form- 
ed the moft fariguine, and riot il-¢roundéd hopes of factels? | 
the king of Great Britain on’ the valour“of his troops, the 


36. Compare the Trials of Matthews and Leftock, 
37« Printed Declaratibas of Warns secjin\y a 
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hearty co-operation of the Ditch, and the vigorous ‘exertions — 
of the court of Vienna s the houfe of Bourbon on the new 
_ alliances they were forming in Germany, and the’ vaft pre- 
parations they had made for profec uting the war, both in 
Italy and the Low Countries. ‘ 

‘The campaign in Italy was early begun on the fide of 
Piedmont, Don Philip being joined by twenty thoufand 
French tréops under the prince of Conti, paffed Skit : 
thé river Var, which defcends from the Alps, and ban 
falls into the fea of Genoa a little below the city of Nice. 
The whole county of Nice fubmitted. But before the con- 
‘federates could advance farther, they had to force thé Pied- 
montefe entrenchments at Villa Franca, and afterwards fo 

reduce the caftle of Montauban, fituated among rocks, 
“which form a chain of almoft inacceffible ramparts. All 
thefe difficulties, however, were furmounted by the valour of 
the French and Spaniards, though not without great lofs 3%. 
Their intention was, to penetrate into the duchy of Milan 
through the Genoefe territories ; a meafure that would have 
been attended with the moft fatal confequences to the queen of 
Hungary and the king of Sardinia. Admiral Matthews, who 
had by this time returned to the coaft of Italy, therefore fent 
a fpirited meflage to the fenate of Genoa, declaring, that if 
the confederate army was fuffered to pafs through the domi- 
nions of the republic, he muft confider it as a breach of her 
neutrality, and would be under the meceflity of tata etal 
commencing hoftilities againft her fubjeCts, 

Alarmed at this threat, the Genoefe, though fecretly in 
the intereft of the houfe of Bourbon, prevailed with Don 
Philip and the prince of Conti to chufe another route. 
They accordingly defiled off toward Piedmont, by the way 
of Briangon, and attacked the ‘ftrong poft of Chateau Dau- 
phin, where the: king of Sardinia commanded in perfon. It 
was carried after a defperate attack, in which the officers 
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al i of the two conf 
formed wonders. “ We-may: behave as well as the French,” 


u se yet rival. nations, per- 


faid the tount de Campo Santo to the marquis de las Minas, 
who commanded under Don Philip, “ but we cannot behave 
*< better.”—** This has been,” fays the prince of Conti, ina 
letter to Lewis KV. “one of the moft hot and brilliant 
s¢ aétions that ever happened: the troops have fhewn a cot- 
es rage more than human 3%.. The valour and*piefence of 
* mind of M. de Chevert chiefly decided the advantage, [ 
** recommend.to you M. de Solemi and the chevalier de 
s* Modena. La Carte’ is killed. Your majelty, who 
knows the value- of friendthip, will feel how much I am 
*¢ affected by his lofe#°!” Huftory records with particular 
pleafure fuch expreflions of. generolity and fympathy as do 
honour-to the human character. The appeal of the prince 
of Conti to the bofom of Lewis XV. is equally elegant and 


- emphatic. 


After lofing the important pafs of Chateau eee and 
another called the. Barricades, which was carried at the fame 
time, the king of Sardinia, not being in a condition to hazard 
a battle, drew of his troops and artillery from the frontiers, 


in order to cover his capital, He took poft ‘at Saluzz0, 


about feventeen miles fouth of Turin ; “while the confederates, 
having made themfelves mafters of the caftle of Demont, 
fituated on-a rock in the valley of Stura, and deemed. im- 
pregnable, invefted the ftrong town of Coni, the poffeffion 
of which was neceflary, to open them a paffage into the 
duchy of Milan,. Meantime the king of Sardinia, being 
reinforced by a body of ten thoufand Auflrians, under Pali 
vicini, refolved to attempt the relief. of the place, He ac- 


cordingly advanced, with a ruperior force, and attacked the’ 


French and Spaniards in their ce nealin But, after an 
‘3 : 

39. They had the boldnefs to clamber up rocks of an ineredible height, 
mounted with cannon, and to pals thr ong h the criss fuag, when the guns 
recoiled, : 3 
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 ebitinate? engagement, in» valour and con 
~ equally contpicuous on both fides, he was obliged 
to retire, with the lofs of five thoufand men, to his , Sept ie 
eamp in the valley of Muraffo. The lofs of the confede- 
rates was little inferior. And his Sardinian majefty having 
fdand means to reinforce’ the garrifon of Coni, and alfo to 
convey into” the town a fupply of provifions, Don Philip 


of 


were 


and the prince of Conti were obliged to raife the fiege, after 


it had been continued till the end of November, to the almoft 
total ruin of theirarmy. Having deftroyed the fortifications 
of Demont, in their retreat, they repaffed the mountains, ut- 


terly evacuating Piedmont, and took up their winter-quarters | 


in Dauphiny**. Butithe Spaniards ftill continued in poffe 
fion of Savoy, which they fleeced without mercy. ~ 


The campaign, in the fouth of Italy, was alfo diftinguifh=— 


ed by a diverfity of fortune. His Sicilian majefty having, 


in violation of his forced neutrality, joined the Spanith army, 


under the count de Gages, with twenty-five thoufand of his 
Fi . te) es 


own troops, prince Lobkowitz, the Auftrian general, had 


orders to invade the kingdom of Naples: He accordingly 
left Monte Rotondo, in the neighbourhood of Rome, whete | 
he was éncamped, and advanced toward Velitri; near which 
the confederates were pofted. While the two armies lay in 
fight of eachother, prince LietGw itz fent a {trong detach- 
ment into the province of Abruzzo, where they diftributed a 


manifefto, in the name of her Hungarian majefly, exhorting 


the inhabitants to throw off the Spanith yoke, and put them- 
felves again under the protection of the houfe of Auftria, 
‘That meafure, however, was attended with very little fue- 
cefs, the Neapolitans fhewing no inclination to rebel. Lob- 
kowitz, therefore, collected his forces, and refolved to make 
an attack upon the head-quarters of the confederates at Veli- 


This enterprife he Romamatted fo count Brown, ari able 
=. 


41. Voltaire. Miltor. Smollett. Contin. of Rapin, vol. ix. The two 


SS od volumes ‘of this Cenianstiens were wriften by the late Mr. Guthrie, 
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and act reneral, whom: a ie Sicioaek or NeeahGd 
mention; and in ‘order to fender the ee fica. 


‘frequently 
cefsful, he amufed the enemy wit Jus motions. ° 

In the mean time count Brown; at the head of fix thou- 
fand choice troops, furprifed Velitri in the night; and the 
duke of, Modena and the king of the Two Sicilies were in 
the utmoft danger’ of being made prifoners. They efcaped 
with difficulty to the quarters of count de Gages, who per- 
formed, on this occafion, the part of a great captain. He 
rallied the fugitives, removed the panic which had begun te 
prevail in the camp, and made a mafterly difpofition for cut 
ting off the communication of the detachment of the enemy 
with their main body. Count Brown therefore, finding 
himfelf in danger of being furrounded, and feeing no pro- 
fpect of affiftance, thought proper to attempta retreat. "That 


he effected w vith great gallantry, carrying away a prodigious 


booty. 
Three thoufand of the Spaniards and Neapolitans ate faid 
to have been killed in this nochitags encounter, and eight 


- hundred were taken, together with many ftandards, colours, 


and other military trophies. The Auftri ians loft only about fix 
hundred men ; but the*failure of the enterprife, and the heats 
of autumn, proved fatal to their hopes. Prince Lobkowitz 
feeing his army daily mouldering away, without the poflibi- 
lity of being recruited, decamped from Fiola; and 


Nov. 2. pis : 
5 pafiing the. Tyber at the Ponte Molle, anciently 


‘known. by the name of Pons-Milvius, which he had’ jut 


time to break down behind him when the enemy’s vanguard 
appeared, he crofled the mountains of Gubio, and arrived; 
xpQNr £ XT star . he satel pecs 
by the way of Viterbo, in the Bolognefe territory; where he 
went into winter quarters *” 
The queen of Hungary and her allies were not more fucs 
cefsful in Germany and the Low Countries. But confidera 
a on Feces ge tichae eee Salley Sok ae 
ing the unexpected confederacy. that was formed again{t 
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: them, and the inferiority of their generals, they hi tle rea~ | 
fon to complain of fortune. The negociations at Frankfort 


_ being brought to ‘Rae treaty, was there concluded, 
through the influence of PRance, between the emperor and 
the king of Pruffia, the king of Swédenyas landgrave of = - 
Heffe Caffel, and the eleStof Palatine. ‘The declared objec : 
of this treaty was to reftore the imperial dignity and the 
tranquillity of Germany ; ; the contracting powers engaging, ' 
either to perfuade or oblige the queen of Hungary, to ac- 
Knowledge the title of Charles VII. to give up the archives ' 
of the empire, ftill inher poffeffion, and evacuate Bavaria ; 
the emperor’s claims on the Auftrian fucceffion to be fettled 


by a friendly compromife, or juridical decifion. So far the . 4% 
confederacy feemed laudable. But, by a feparate article, f 
which breathed a very different fpirit, the king of Prufiia ata, 
/ engaged to put the emperor in poffeffion of Bohemia, and to — 


. guaranty to him Upper Auftria, as foon as conquered, on 
condition that he fhould give up to his, Pruffian majefty the 
town and circle of Kopingfgratz, in its whole extent, with all 
the country {ituated between the frontiers of Silefia and the 
river Elbe, and from the town and circle of Koning{gratz to 
the confines of Saxony. The king of Pruflia however, by 
previous agreement, and a feparate treaty with the court of 
Verfailles, was not obliged to take up arms, until he fhould 
fee France aft with vigour +. 

In order to procure the ready co-operation of this politic, 
ambitious, and powerful prince, Lewis. XV. put himfelf at 
the head of his army’in Flanders, confifting of an hundfed™ 
and twenty thoufand men, as early as.the feafon would per- 
mit, and invefted Menin. ~The duke de Noailles, and the 
celebrated count Saxe, now+a marefchal of France, com- 
manded under him, and carried every thing before them. 
Menin fur rendered in feven days. Ypres; Fort Knocke, and 
Furnes, were reduced with almoft equal facility. And the 
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king of kirk i 
army, to pid men; hon to ane 
firuct his ae continued p be | the Scheld, _ 

But Lewis XV. ae, oon obliged to quit. this (ene. of, 


— conqueft, and ha fo. the defence of his own dominions. . 
Having received intelligence thaf’ prince Charles of Lorrain. 
had paffed the Rhine, and entered Alface at the head’ of — 


fixty thoufand Auftrians, he difpatched the duke de Noailles, 


with forty thoufand choice ‘idagiad oer the marefchal de _ 


Coigni, who commanded in that province, while he himfelf 


followed with a farther reinforcement; leaving marefchal- 


Saxe, with the remainder of his army, to oppote the allies in 


Flanders **. And the mafterly movements of that confum- — 
mate general, together with the want of concert between the 


Auftrian and Englith commanders, d’ Aremberg and Wade 
2 3 
prevented them from gaining any advantage during the cam- 
‘ 7 reat! f i i for 4 
paign, though now greatly fuperior in force. 


Before the duke de Noailles could form a junction with 


Coigni, the prince of Lorrain had taken Weiffenburg, and 
laid all Lower Alface under contribution. At Metz the 


king of Francegyas feized with a fever, which, threatened his" 
life, and retarded the operations of his generals. Meanwhile : 
prince Charles having got information that the king of Prufs ‘ 
fia had entered Bohemia, repaffed the Rhine in fight of a fu- = 
perior army, and haftened to the relief of that kingdom. 
Lewis XV. after his recovery, laid fiege to Fribur, 5. and, 
bythe amet engi- 


the reduction of this 2 pales place, 
pedeount Lotiendahly ho had ‘ent into the French fers 
vice, concluded the bufinefs of the Campaign on the fide of 
Alface. : : : 

The king of Pruffia, on taking: up arms, publithed a ma 
nifefto, in which he declared, That he could no longer re- 
main an idle fpeCtator of the troubles of Germany, but fee 
himfelf obliged to-make ; 3 


= 
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“the tect and the authority of the emperor ; tha defired 
nothing for himfelf, had no particular quarrel with the queen 


of Hungity, and ndiadingicsed into the war aS an auxi- 
“Hary, in order to affert the liberties of f the Germanic boay 


that the emperor had offered to relinquifli fils claims on thé 


Auftrian fucceffion, ‘provided ‘his hereditary dominions we 


‘reftored to him ; and that the queen of Hungary had rejeéted 


this and all ‘other equitable propofals. 

Before the arrival of prince Charles, the Proffian monarch 
had made himfelf mafter of Prague, Tabor, afd all Bohemia 
“to the eaftof the Moldaw. But thefe conqueits were of fhort 
duration. Auguftus III. king: of Poland and eleGtor of 


Saxony, animated by a Britifh fubfidy, ordered fixteen thou: — 
fand men to join the-prince of Lorrain... He was alfojoined - 


by a large body of Hungarians, zealous in the caufe of their 
‘fovereign, Maria-Therefa, who had acquited by her popu- 
“Jar manner *5, as well as her indulgences both civil and 1 Te- 


ligious, an extraordinary intereft in their affeCtions ; fo that 
‘the king of Pruffia, unable to withfland fo great a - : 


3 z , * December, 
force, was obliged to evacuate Bohemia, and retire 


with ‘precipitation into Silefia. He was purfted thither by 
-prince Charles ; and the rigour of the feafon only, perhaps, 
prevented the recovery of that valuable province. ‘The Pruf- 


-fians, in their retreat, loft above thirty thoufand men, with 


all their heavy baggage, artillery, and waggons, loaded with 


‘pisrinogs and plunder. - 
ela ag the nites ee Frederick I. was experiencias 


45. To old count Palfy, chief Palatine of Hungaty, who had, on this occa- - 


fion, caufed the nad ftandard of the : Kingdom to be difplayed, as a fignal for 
every man who could bear arms to turn out; fhe wrote the-following letter, 
accompanied with a prefent of her owm horfe, tichly caparifoned, a gold- 
hilted fwordworndmented with eae and a ring of great value: 

“1 of Rather: Balty ! 

se} fend you this horfe, worthy o Po ae only by the moft zealous 
“of my faithful fubjects. Receive; atthe fame time, this fword, to defend 
migg-enemies; and accept of, this ring, as a mark of my affece 

Maris THeresa.” 
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“this fi vie § of for wt the dejedted fugitive, Charles 


VU. ‘got once more ‘pofleffion of his éapital. Seckendorff, 
the imperial general, having been joined by a body of French 
troops; had driven the Addiratioe out of Bavaria. ‘But the 
retreat of the Priffians, and the rapid’ progrefs of the prince 
‘of sortat, ‘filled the emperor ‘with new apprehenfions: and 
he was in danger of being a third time chafed’ 
from his dominions, when death came to his re- 
lief, and freed him from a complication of, bodily ills, ag- 
gravated by the anguifh of a wounded {pirit. His fon, Maxi- 
milian Jofeph, being only feventeen years of age, could not 


“ become a Candidate for the imperial throne. He, therefore, 
very wilely concluded, through the mediation of his Britan- 

nic majefty, notwithftanding all the intrigues of France, a 
~- treaty of peace with the queen of Hungary, who had again 


invaded Bavaria, and was ready to ftrip him of his whole 
eleGtorate. By this treaty, Maria-~Therefa agreed to recog- 


»mife the imperial dignity, as having been vefted in the perfon 
_of Charles VII. and to put his fon in poffeffion of all his he- 
‘reditary dominions, On the other hand, the young eleCtor 
renounced aii claim to any part of the Auftriah fucceffion ;’ 
confented to guaranty the Pragmatic Sanétion, engaged to- 


give his vote for the grand-duke at the enfuing eledtion of 
an emperor, and to difmifs the cas Ouest in his fer 
vice? BF 


oe prove a a 


This treaty, it was confidently expected, wouk 
go to a general eon as the caufe of t 

ermany no longee< exifted ; and the treaty of Frankfort, the 
avowed purpofe of which was the fupport of the. imperial 
dignity, had now no objet. The queen of ‘Hungary, to 
procure peace, and the vett of Brandenburg for her: huf- 
band, would readily have agreed to confirm the treaty of 
Breflaw ; and the king of Prufha, after his. fevere loffes, 


could have required nothings more. for himfelt than. the 
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undifputed, poffefion of Silefia, But the court o rance, 

which had begun the AMAR oUt of policy, inftigated and pen-— 

fioned by that of Spain, reéfolyed to continue it from paffion 5 

ayd his Britannic majefty was too intimately connected with 

the queen of Hungary, as well as too highly interefted in» 
pr efer ving the balance of Europe, to defert his allies at fuch : 
a crifis. . 

The marquis d’Argenfon, the French cola ier for war, 
who»had at this time great influence im the cabinet, detlared 
that France, having undertaken to give a head to the Ger- 
manic body, ought to hazard the laft foldier, rather than fuf- 
fer the grand-duke to. be ele&ted emperor.. The court of 
Verfailles:accordingly made an offer of the imperial crown 
to Auguftus III. king of Poland and elector of Saxony : but 
he, fenfible that it was not in their gift, very prudently. tes, 


fufed it, unlefs it could be procured without violence ; and Ten, Ps 


newed his engagements: with the courts of London he 
Vienna. The, French miniftry, however, perfifted in their 
refolution of oppofing the election of the grand duke, and of 
continuing the war with vigour in Germany and the Low. 
Countries, in order to facilitate the operations of the com- 
bined forces of the houfe of Bourbon in Italy ;:shere. Elizas 
beth Farnefe, who fill directed all the meafures of the court 
_ of Madrid, was determined, coft what it might, to eftablith a 
eK vereignty for her fecond fon, Don Philip, at the. expence 
of I MT herefa 47. And the fuccefs of the enfuing cam- 
paigt feemed to juftify her firmnefs and perfeverance, & 
- The republic of Genoa, which had been long wavering, 
at laft. concluded a. treaty with the houfe of Bourbon, that 


% 

47. See Mem. Politig. ef Militaires, 8c. compofes [ur ler pitces originales, recueillies 
- par ADRIEN Maurier, duc de Noaitirs, Marefebal de France et. Minijtre 
d Etat, par M. P Abbé Millot: It is not a litthe remarkable, that the fame 
Abbé;in his Elemens d’ Hif}. Gen. aferibes the continuance of the war, after the 
death of Charles VII. to the batred of the Engli againk the French nation £ 
He was net then. avoured, it is to be prefumed, ‘with the papers of the duke 

_ de Naailles, one throw gew light upon the fubjec. 
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5; aia to the interefts of the queen of Hungary and the 


king of Sardinia, ‘The armies of.count de Gages.and Don 
Philip, confifting of French, Spaniards, and Neapolitans, 
having formed a junétion in the territories of that republic 
from which they received a confiderable reinforsaeieac, 
amounted to eighty thoufand men ; while the Piedmontefe 
and Auftrians, under the king of Satdinia and count Schu- 
lenberg, who had been fent to fuperfede prince Lobkowitz, 
did not exceed forty-five thoufand. There's was no contend- 


ing againft fuch fuperior force. 


Dek Philip, and Maillebois, who acted under bim, rs 
fucceeded the prince of Conti in the command of the French 


: troops, obliged his Sardinian majefty and Schulenberg to re- 


tire beyond the Tanaro. Count de Gages invefted and took 


‘Tortona, while the duke of Modena made himfelf mafter of 


Parma and Placentia. The city of Pavia was taken by. af- 


fault, and Milan itfelf was forced. to furrender, though the 


citadel continued to hold out. 
Pufhing his advantages, Don Philip paffed the =. 


"land compelled the Auftrian and Piedmontefe armies to take 
fhelter behind the Po. He reduced Valenza,‘Cafal, Afti, 
-Gabrano, and even Vienne, only twenty miles north-eaft of 


‘Furin: and the king of Sardinia was fo apprehenfive. of his 


capital being bombarded, that he pofted his army ‘thin 
cover of its cannon, and ordered the pavement of the {treets 


to-be taken up. But Don Philip, inftead of undertaking fuch 
an‘arduous enterprife, clofed the campaign meth a ‘triumphant 
entry into Milan **. 

The houfe of Hopebon and their allies were no lefs fuccefs- 


ful in other quarters. © Lewis XV. had two leading objects 
‘in view ; to obftrnét the election of the grand- -duke, and to 
complete the congqueft of Flanders, He accordingly affem- 
‘Died two great armies: one on the Maine, under the prince 
vof-Conti, in order to prevent the queen of Hungary from 


re) 
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employing a fuperior force saan the he of Prufia, and 
to over-awe the deliberations of the electors at Frankfort ; 
the other, confifting of feventy-fix thoufand men, com- 
manded by count Saxe, under whom the’ duke de Noailles 
* condefcended to ferve as firft aid- de-camp, invefted 
Tournay, one of the ftrongeft towns in the Auftrian 
Netherlands, and the moft important in the Dutch Bar- 
rier #°. The king and the dauphin appeared in the camp, 
and animated by their prefence the operations of the be- 
fiegers. The allied army amounted only to fifty-three thou- 


April 24. 


fand men; yet with thefe it was refolved to attempt thé re= 


lief of Tournay. The Hanoverian and Britith troops were 
commanded by the duke of Cumberland, a brave but inex- 
perienced young prince. The Auftrians were conducted by old 
count Konigfeg; and the Dutch by the prince of Waldéck, 
as young and inexperienced as the duke of Cumberland. 
Marefchal Saxe, who to a natural genius for war joined a. 


profound knowlege of the military art, was no fooner ins 


formed of the purpofe of the confederates, than he made the _ 


moft mafterly difpofitions for receiving them. .The French 
army was pofted ona rifing ground, with the village of 
Antoine, near the Efcaut, on its right ; the wood of Barry. 
on. its left, and in front the village of Fontenoy. In the 
*s a, and at both thefe villages, were erected formidable 
batteries of heavy cannon, and the intermediate {pace was 
“farther defended by ftrong redoubts: The confederates, 
fF wiio -had but Libperipagpe recannoitred the fitua~ 
tion: of ee enemy, rafhly perfifted in their refolution of 
hazarding an attack. Nor were the French without their 


apprehentions of its confequences, from the known valour 


ae. Britith troops. The bridge of Colonne, over which 
king’ had pafled the Efcaut, was accordingly fortified 


with entrenchfnents, and occupied by a ftout body of re- 
ie q5 
49. The Be cecionty of the barrier-towns pelted to the houfe of Auftria; 
but they were garrifoned with Dutch troops, for the fupport of which the 
igs were permitted, by the treaty of Utrecht, to levy certain impofitions on 


é 
H 3° ferye, 


ferve, j in order to fecure him a retreat, if aceataty 3 ‘e And 
to this neceffity. ‘he muft have deen dri iven, had the Britith 
troops been properly fupported, and the duke of Cumber- 

land’s orders duly executed. 
The allies were in motion by two o oaear in the morning, 
and the cannonading began as foon as it was light. By nine, 
both armics were engaged, and the eh lafted fill 


April 30. 
ae three in the afternoon, “Never. was there a more 


defperate or gallant attack than that made by the Britifh j in= 


fantry, commanded by the duke of Cumberland i in perfon, 
affifted by fir John Ligonier. Though the fire from the 
enemy’s batteries was fo heavy, that it fwept off whole 
ranks at a fingle difcharge, they continued to advance, as if 
they had been invulnerable, and drove the F tench infantry 
beyond their lines. The French cavalry in vain endeavoured 
to ftop their progrefs. Forming themfelves into a column, 
they bore down eyery thing before them, and baffled every 
effort to put them into diforder. The villaze of Antoine 
was evacuated ; and marefchal Saxe, concluding that all, 


was loft, fent advice to the king to provide for his fafety, by. 


repaffing the bridge pf Colonne. But Lewis XV. who did 
not want perfonal courage, fenfible that fuch a ftep would 
give a decided victory to the allies, refufed to quit his pott 5 Be 
His firmnefs faved his army from ruin and dilgrace. eres 


Afhamed to defert their fovereign, the French infantry r re- 


turned to the charge; the cavalry renewed their efforts ; and 
other, circumftances, contributed to give a turn to the battle. 
The Dutch, under the prince of Waldeck, haying failedin an 


attack upon the village of Fontenoy, which valour might 


have rendered fuccefsful, had fhamefully left. the field. 
An.Englith and Hanoverian detachment, under brigadier 
Ingoldiby, had alfo-mifcarried, through miflake, in a prac= 
ticable attempt to take pofiefon of a redoubt at the cor- 
per of the wood of Bie and pediately oppolite Fonte- 


50, Voltaire, Siecle Bia Xv. chap. Xo Si. ey ubi fap. *. 
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noy ; fo that aie Britith cavalry, Ve the crofs fire of the: ene- 
my’s cannon, were prevented from coming up to the fupport 
of the infantry $4, This victorious body, now affailed on 


all fides, fatigued with inceffant firing, and galled by fome 


field-pieces unexpectedly planted in front, was therefore . 


‘obliged to retire, with the lofs of feven thoufand men, after 
having fuccefsfully routed almoft. every regiment in the 
French army ‘3. The lofs of the Hanoverians, who be- 
haved gallantly, was alfo very great, in proportion to: their 
numbers, but that of the Dutch and Auftrians inconfider- 
able. ; 

The French had near ten thoufand men killed, and, among 
thefe, many perfons of diftinétion; yet was their joy at their 
good fortune extravagantly high. Their exultation, in the 


hour of triumph, feemed to bear a proportion to the danger 


they had been in of a defeat. The princes of the blood em- 


braced one another on the field of battle, and diffolved in. 
tears of mutual congratulation 4, They had, indeed, much ° 


reafon to be fatisfyed with their vitery, which was foll ow ved 
by the moft important confequences,. For although the duke 
of Cumberland had led off his troops in good order, and 
without lofing either colours or {tandards, the allies were 
_ never afterward able, during the campaign, to’ ‘face the ences 


oP ‘Td. ‘bid. 

~ 53. “All ‘the regiments,” fays Voltaire, who is very circumftantial in his 
oath of this battle, ‘‘ prefented themfelves, one after another; and the 
& Englith column, facing them on all fides, repulfed every regiment that.ad~ 
ss vanced.” (Siecle Louis KV, chap xv.) “From the moment the French and 
& Swif guards were routed, » adds he, “there was nothing but aftonifh- 
« ment and confufion throughout the French army. Marefchal Saxe ordered 
« the cavalry to fall upon the Englifh column; but their efforts were at- 
«“ tended with little effet againft'a hody of infantry fo united; fordifciplined, 
“and folintrepid.” (Id. ibid.), ¢ If the Dutch,” continues he, {had pailed 
® the redoubts that lay between Fontenoy | and Antoine: if they hed given 
$s proper afiftance to the Englifh, no ‘refourde had been left for the french’ 
s* pot even a retreat perhaps for the king ond the gee Siecle, ubi fap. 

54 ‘Voltaire.’ «Millet. ° : ‘ eqUsray ag 


+ 


NOR i A4 my 3 


104 “THESHISFOR YSOF : “pant Th 

my; but lay entrenched, between Antwerp sind Bruffels,, 

| while — mare{chal Saxe and count: Louendah! reduced, by. - 
ftratagem or force, Tournay, Oudenarde, Ath, Dendermond, . 
‘Ghent, Oftend, Newport, and every other: as Pac AR 
. Auftrian Flanders... 

But the king of France, icagh fo highly Bisbirad by for: » 
tune, was not able to prevent the queen of Hungary from 
obtaining the great object of her withes, in the elevation of 
her hufband to the imperial throne. The French army on 
the Maine, under the prince of Conti who had fuperfeded 
Maillebois in the command, not being able to face the Auf- 
trians under Bathiani, the eleCtors affembled in perfect fecu- 
rity at Frankfort, and raifed ta the head ‘of the empire the 
grand-duke of Tufcany, under the name of Francis I, 

Meanwhile the king of Pruffia gained two bloody 
victories over the Auftrians, under the prince of 
Lorrain; one near Fridburg, on the confines of Silefiay the 
other at Slandentz, in Bohemia. And not fatisfied with thefe 
advantages, though he had already entered into a. pacific 
convention with his: Britannic majefty at Hanover, he in- 
vaded Saxony, and made himfelf mafter of Drefden. ee 
: , The king of Poland now found himfelf under the necef- 
fity of fuing for peace, and the king of Pruffia was heartily 
tired of the war. A treaty was accordingly concluded at 
Drefden, between Auguftus Ill. as elector of Saxony, 
and Frederick IIT. by which Auguftus agreed to pay 
to his Proffian majefty, for the evacuation of his hereditary 
dominions, one million of German crowns at the next fair - 
of Leipfic. Another treaty, confirming that of Breflaw, 
was at the fame time concluded between the king of Pruffia 
and the queen of Hungary. This treaty fecured to Fre- 
derick III. the poffeffion of Silefia, on condition of his ac- 
ane Seon » knowledging the validity of the emperor's eleGtion. The 
= elector Palatine, who was included in the latter treaty, alfa. 
confented to make the fame acknowledgment on 


- . Sept. 13. 


Dec, 14. 


55, Tindal’s Contin, vol. ix. Smollett, vol, xi, 
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 'Thefe treaties: reftored tranquillity to.Germany. But war, | 
as we dhall afterwards have occafion to fee, continued to 
_. tage for fome years longer, between the houfes of Bourbon 
and Auftria}; In the mean time, my dear Philip, we muft 
attend to fome tranfactions that more iensaseics concern | 
our own ifland, 
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Sketch of the Domefic Hiftory of Great Brirain, including ome 
foreign Affairs intimately connected with it, from the Refignation of ~~ 4 
Sir Ropert WALPoLs, in 1742, to the final Suppreffion of the a 
Rebellion in SCOTLAND, in 1746. ; = 


FROM the acceffion of the houfe of Hanover to the — 42, 
crown of Great Britain, but more efpecially after the == 
fuppreffion of the rebellion in 1715, it had been the conftant) —~ © 

- aim’ of the Tories, the natural friends of monarchy, and of 
certain. difappointed Whigs who joined them and affumed 
the impofing name of patriots, to obftruct.all the meafures 

» of government, under pretence of the public good; to repre- 

fent the effential interefts of the nation as facrificed to a pu- 

_ fillanimous policy, which tamely courted peace, while the ss 
treafure of the kingdom was prodigally waited in German . 
fubfidies, more than adequate to the fupport of a vigorous 
-war, and its honour bafely bartered for the precarious fecu- 
tity of mercenary alliances, or tteatits bought by mean fub- 
mifions. ‘¢ And for what?’ faid the Jacobites, when they 
durft*fpeak out, and moft of the Tories were Jacobites :-— 

“ to maintain a foreign family upon the throne, in exclufion 


«¢ of the lineal heir!” 


—Such, and more contumelious, was 

_ the language of oppofition in parliament, and of the pretended i 
| patriots in their private juntos, during the whole adminiftra- 

a ; 


9 ; tion 


. tending to its honour. 
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tion of Sir Robert Walpole *, wis underftood and purfued 
the true interefts of his country, but without eine! ats 
¢ bodeeryi ‘ 

On the refignation of this able ftiteiinas, ihe patriots ‘ 
were called into office, and the greateft reformation was ex-. 

LH pected in every department of government. But 
A, DL 1742. : oe R 
lord Carteret, the new prime minifter, and his 
affociates, not only rejected every popular motion, but went 
éven farther, as we have already féen, than their predecef- 
fors, in flattering the prejudices of their fovereign in fa- 


vour of ‘the continental fyftem. Large fubfidies were at 
the fame time paid to the queen of Hyngary, the king of 


Poland, and the king of Sardinia ; large bodies of foreign 
troops were taken into Britifh pay ; and a Britifh army was 
tranfported into Flanders, to fight battles from which Great 
Britain could derive. no pofitive advantage. The war was 
continued, from pride and paffion, long after its political 
abject, as far as it concerned this kingdom, was accom- 
plifhed: namely, to prevent the French from acquiring an 
afcendant in Germany, by difmembering the Aufirian fuc 
ceffion. 

Naturally haughty, elated with fuccefs, and affared of the 
fupport of the Britifh miniftry, the queen of Hungary, in the 


hour of her intoxication, abfolutely refufed to reftore to the 


emperor Charles VIL. his hereditary dominions, though he 
offered, on that condition, to renounce all claim to 
any part of her inheritance*. Not contented 
with being enabled to defend her own territories, {ke pro- 


A. D. 1743. 


_1. See the Parliamentary Debates, and publications of the times, 

z. A treaty to this purpofe was a&ually negociated at Hanau,.in order to 
preferve appearances, foon after the battle of Dettingen, through the media- 
tion of his Britannic Majeity, But it was reridered abortive, by a feceret uns 
derfianding, or intrigue, between the courts of Londen and Vienna; jn eotife- 
quence. of which, the Britith miniftry, or rather the regeney appointed during: 
the king’s abfence, refufed to rat ify the prelimi ineries to which thei 4 tove~ 
rei ign hadfeemingly given his aftent. 
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jected conquelts both in Italy and Germany, . Nothing lefs 
would fatisfy her than the recovery of Naples and Silefia, 


though both had been formally ceded by. treaty ; and) the. | 
king of Great Britain, inftead of withdrawing his.affiftance ’ 
~ at this juncture, or infifting on. her reconciliation with,the. 


emperor, was fo ill advifed as to aeaniele A in the amnbivous 
aim. 

The diffatisfaétion occafioned as thefe deta and 
impolitic meafures encouraged the Jacobites to.turn their 
eyes once more toward the Pretender, and. the court .of 


France, as we have feen, to attempt an invafion in his fayour.: 


Had the French been able to land, under fo con-. 4, p, 1944; 
fummate a general as count Saxe, it is impoffible ._, Janvary- 


to fay what might haved! rbeen the confequence ; but we can 


affirm with confidence, that, as the enterprife proved abortive, 
it was of infinite fervice to the reigning family... The alarm 
which it occafioned united all the Whigs in the zealous fup- 


port of government. They became fenfible: of the hazard to 
which. they were expofed by their own diffenfions, on. 


which, it appeared, the Pretender had chiefly’ built his hopes 
of fuccefs, 
Loyal addreffes were prefented to the throne by both 


houfes of parliament, and from all the principal towns and: 


corporations in the kingdom. The duke of Marlborough 
and the earl of Stair, though difgufted with the court, ten~ 
dered their fervice to his majefty, in any ftation he fhould 
think ‘proper to name, Their offer was accepted: both 
were taken into favour; and the earl of Stair was appointed 
commander in chiéf of the forces in South Britain. The 
duke of Argyle, who had long diftinguifhed himfelf by his 
oppofition in parliament, communicated to thé privy council 
a letter of thanks from the chevalier de St. George, contain~ 
ing the moft liberal promifes, in cafe of his elevation to the 
throne?, People of every condition, in a word, who had 


3 Tindal’s Contin, vol. ix, Smollett, vol. xi. 
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any regard for civil or religious liberty, feemed to fet their 


face againft the Pretender ; and all former grievances were’ 


forgot, i in the prefence of fo preffing a dangers) 

“Many caufes’ of national difcontent, however, fill re- 
mained ; all which were magnified, and induftrioufly pointed 
out by the Jacobites, in order to embarrafs the: Britith mi- 


niftry, and induce theeking of France to make a new effort’ 


for the re-eftablifhinent of the family of Stuart. The in- 
glorious fea-fight ‘off ‘Toulon;sand the infamous trial of 
Matthews and. Leftock, excited the indignation of all fincere 
lovers ‘of juttice and of their country. And other circum- 
fiances ‘contributed to revive the popular clamour again{ft the 
’ meafures of the court. © © ae 

The king of Pruffia, on renewing dw@itilities i in confequence 
of the: treaty” of ‘Frankfort, befide the manifefto which he 
publifhed, accufing the queen Hungary ‘of ambition and ob- 
ftinacy*(inreje€ting the reafonable offers of the emperor), 
and the king of Great Britain of foftering that haughty fpirit, 
fent a refcript to his minifter at the court of London, very: 
artfully drawn up and admirably fuited to the temper of the 


times. ~“ I hope,” fays he, “ that no judicious Englifhman, ’ 
nor any Briton, zealous for the conftitution of his country, - 


can pofibly miftake the equity of my refolution, as he 


om 


may at once convince-himfelf of it, by merely tran{porting 
¢to the theatre of England what now paffes on that of Ger- 
many. For, as every true Englifh patriot would look 
¢* with indignation upon all fuch intrigues as fhould be car- 


¢ ried on in-his country, in order to dethrone the reigning fa- 


¢¢ mily and place the crown upon the head of the Pretender, 
¢¢ and would oppofe fuch practices to the utmoft ‘of his 
* power; in like manner, there is no patriotic or powerful 
‘prince of the empire, that can fee with indifference, and 
¢ coolly fuffer another member of the empire, fuch as the 
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authority the emperor lawfully eleCted, in order to inveft 
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queen of Hungary, to attempt to defpoil of his dignity and® 


. . . - . t « 
with the imperial enfigns a candidate deftitute of the qua- - 


NN 


s 


Lit. XXIX.]- MODERN: EUROPE, 109 


_© lifications moft effential Fo fill. that axjgult throne. » In- 


* confequence of the fame principle,” adds he, ‘ as no Ger- 
«¢ man prince has a right to meddle with the internal policy 
« of Great Britain, or with the conttitution,of its govern- 
« ment, I have fome grounds to hope, that the Englifh na- 
-~ tion will. not meddle with the domeftic.affairs of the-em- 
« pire: and I entertain thofe hopes theymore firmly, becaufe 
«¢ England can have .no inducement to stake . part. ia this 
“< quarrel from any commercial or political confiderations,” 
Though this extraordinary addrefs, to fubjets'inftead of 
their fovereign, did not meet’ with fuch general-approbation 
as its royal author expected, it was not without its effect : 
.and the fhameful languor of the campaign in Flanders made 
the Enelifh nation fully fenfible of the folly.of engaging in 
foreign quarrels. ‘The credit of the miniftry funk to-nothing: 
their conduct was atraigned by men of all parties; and they 
had hitle. family influence. The king therefore,refolved, in 
_compliance .with, the fenfe of his people, as well as for his 
own eafe, to chufe a.new adminiftration, though not to 
change his political fyftem; the indignation of the. public 
being chiefly dire&ted againft thofe apoftate patriots who, 
after having hunted down fir Robert Walpole as, an enemy 
to the conftitution and a betrayer of the intereftsof his 
country, had themfelves purfued more exceptionable mea- 
fures, without taking one popular ftep. ; 

At the head of the new miniftry ftood Mr: Hetty Pel. 


ham, already firit lord of the treafury and chancellor ‘of: the. 


exchequer; and his brother, the duke of Newcaftle, who 
had been for fome years one-of the principal fecretaries of 
ftate. They poffeffed great parliamentary: intereft ; and; in 
order to acquire popularity, as well/as to increafe their 
ftrength, they formed.a coalition: with the "real \patriots, or 
thofe leading members in both-houfes, who bad continued to 
oppofe the meafures of the court during the late adminiftra- 
tion, on finding they were no better than thofe of the former, 
or becaufe they thought their merit had been neglected in 

25 the 
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the ‘difpofal of offices, after’ the. refignation oF fir Robert 
“Walpole. To that coalition they gave the ‘name of the 
Broap Bortom, as comprehending honelt and able men of 
-all parties. Conformable to this idea, the earl of Harrington 
-qwas appointed to fucceed earl Granville, formerly lord Car-. 
teret, as fecretary of ftate; the duke of Bedford was made 
firft commiffionet of the admiralty ; ; the earl of Chefter field, 
lord lieutenant of Treland ; Mr. George Lyttelton, after ard 
Jord’ Lyttelton, one of the commiffioners of ‘the treafury ; ; 
* Mr. Doddington, treafurer of the navy ; and ar John Hynd 
Cotton, treafurer of the chamber 4. 
The wide bafe on which Mr. Pelham had founded his ad- 
miniftration left little room for pailiainentary oppofition ; 
and faction, ‘though fecretly plotting new revolutions, feemed. 
- for a feafon to be lulled afleep. Very liberal fupplies were, 
voted for profecuting the war on the ‘contineut: vigorous 
meafures weré refolved upon, as the moft likely means of 
lane it to a fpeedy conclufion ; and the‘duke of Cumber- 
‘land was appointed commanderin chief, in order 
“to carry thofe meafures into execution. The. 
nce of Chefterfield was difpatched to the Hague, in the cha-. 


racter of ambaffador extraordinary, with a view of perfuad~ 


“AyD. 1745- 


ing the Dutch to become principals in the war, or at leaft to 
-engage them to fettle, and furnifh with exaétnefs, their quota 
of troops and fubfidies. He fucceeded in the latter ; ; and the 
-moft fanguine hopes were entertained of fuccefs. 

But all thofe hopes were blafted by the fatal battle of Fon- 
tenoy. Freth difcontents arofe: the machinations of tlie 
Jacobites were renewed; and the king of France, whofe 
great object was the conqueft of Flanders, in order to pro- 
eure the recall of the Britith troops from that country, en- 
couraged the young Pretender, by flattering promifes and _ 
falfe reprefentations, to attempt a defcent in the North of Scot- 
land. - Reprefentations, equally falfe and ilufory, were made. 


4. Id. ibid. 
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to him by: certain Irifh and Scottith adventurers, who, have 


ing ‘nothing to lofe, were ready for any defperate enterprife,. 


and probably bribed by the court of Verfailles to cajole him 
into a. compliance with its views. They affirmed, that the 
whole Britith nation was difatteGted to the reigning family ;, 
that the body of the people, loaded. shy oppreflive taxes,, 
and longing for relief, would every eng crowd to his ftand- 
ard as foon as it fhould be erected ;. that the regular troops. 
in the kingdom were few; and that, being aflured.of a pow- 
erful fuppor from France, he could not doubt of being able 
to. recover the crown of his anceftors. 
Charles, who was naturally confident, ieemaed * tein 


intoxicating mifreprefentations, embarked at Port Lazare, in. 


Brittany, on board an armed veffel, which, his father 
had found intereft to equip, attended by the marquis of 
Tullibardine, fir Thomas Sheridan, and.a few other Inth, oat 


jn ly LP 


- Scottith adherents, with nine hundred ftand of arms. The 


kJizabeth, a French: fhip of fixty- pe guns, eae with arms 
and ammunition, was appointed him as a conyoy ;. but fhe 
falling in with the Lion, an Englith fhip.of fifty-eight guns, 
was obliged, after an obftinate and bloody engagement, to re- 
turn to Breft in a fhattered condition: Charles, however, 
purfued his voyage ; and having made the circuit of Ireland, 
landed on the coait of Lochaber. He was there joined by 
Cameron of Lochiel, and fome other Highland chiefs, who, 
though they did not approve of his rafh and ill concerted un- 


dertaking, thought themfelves bound in honour to affert the 


rights of a prince whofe caufe was dear to them, and who 
had thrown himfelf upon their generofity *. 


The naked and defencelefs condition of the Pretender was. 


too evident to efcape the obfervation of the leaft intelligent 
of his partifans. But this objection was artfully fet afide by 
the addrefs of his followers. His deficiency in arms and 


ammunition, it was faid, might be accounted for from the - 


5. Lindal’s Contin. of Rapin, vol. ix. Smollett. vol. xi. 
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_ sunforefeen misfortune that had befallen Big convoy ; ; and his 
coming without foreign force was produced as a pr ‘oof of his 
fuperior difcernment, as well as of his confidence i in the af- 
fetion.of his friends. The rooted hatred and _animofity of 
the Englifh againft: the French nation, it was ‘ingenioufly _ 
\ «urged, had been the chief caufe of the failure of all the at- 
tempts of the latter to re-¢ftablith the family of Stuart on the 
throne of Great Britain; that.a perpetual jealoufy of the i in- 
fluence of this rival nation, always connected with the ‘dea 
_ of popery and arbitrary power, could alone have inducéd-a 
great and generous people fo long to fubmit to the dominion — 
of a foreign family, in exclufion of their hereditary princes ; 
that thofe bug-bears being chafed away by the magnanimity 
and heroifm of the youthful Charles, he had only to march. 
fouthward at the head of his. faithful clans, in order to be 
joined by multitudes of his father’s loyal fubjects, who longed 
aaa for an opportunity of renewing their allegiance ; and that, 
fhould any foreign power interpoie in behalf of the houfe of 
; Hanover, or the Britith troops be recalled from F landers, a 
fuperior French atmy would be landed, to complete the glo- 


' 


«  ~Xious revolution. 
Thefe plaufible arruments, recommended by a magnificent 
,fide-board of plate, and a large {um in ready money, which 
to the frugal Highlanders feemed a royal treafure, were fo 
well received, that Charles foon found himfelf at the head of | 
~fome thoufands of hardy mountaineers, filled with hereditary . 
attachment to his family, a and warmly devoted to his perfon, 
sex in confequence of his open and engaging manners, as well ~ 
as of his having affumed the ancient military drefs of their 
country, which addedinew grace*to-his tall and handfome .. 
» “figure, at the fame time that it® borrowed dignity ‘from his 
\princely “air ;° and who, from all thofe motives, were ready 
“to fhed the laft drop of their blood in his caufé. . 
But this ardour te rife in arms «was confined-to the heads. . 
of a few clans ; and thefe, oe Lochiel, eee Cle 
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diftinguithed by their valour, were by no means the moft 
‘confiderable for their numbers. Political intereft had drawn 
to the fide of government, or prudence taught, a quiet fub, 
miffion to the heads of many of thofe clans who had been’ 


the grand fupport of the Pretender’s claim in 1715, and who | 


were, from principle, ftill attached to the houfe of Stuart. 
The eldeft fon of the attainted earl of Seaforth, the head 
of the Mackenzics, was a member of the houfe of commons, 
as was alfo the head of the Macleods. ‘The chief ofthe 
Macdonalds, the moft numerous of the Jacobite clans, had 
declared againft an infurrection. The reprefentative of the 


noble and powertul family of Gordon, whole retainers made” 


@ principal figure in the former rebellion, was now become 
proteftant, and lay under great obligations to government ; 
and lord Loyat, the head of the Frafers, befide his utter want 
of_principle, was backward in declaring himfelf. Nor was 
this all. The duke of Argyle’s Highlanders, the carl of 
Sutherland’s men, the Monroes, and feveral other proteftant 
clans, feemed fincerely attached to the reigning family, as 
were all the inhabitants of the low country of Scotland, a 
few catholic and nonjuring families excepted ®. This mat- 
ter is but little underftood. ; 

The people of the low country of Scotland are chiedy 
Prefbyterians, and jealous of their civil and religious rights. 
That jealoufy led them, as we have feen, to take up arms 
againft Charles I. before a fword was drawn in England. 
By neglecting to bargain for the free exercife of their reli- 
gion at the Reftoration, they were again expofed to perfecu- 


6 Wonten6f Rapin, vol. iz. written, as already noticed, by the late labori- 
ous and intelligent Mr. Guthrie, whofe account of the rebellion in’ Scotland 
is very full, circumftantial, and accurate. The author of thefe Letters was 
then a boy, by no means incapable of memory 3: and he has fince had occafion 
to converfe with many perfons deeply engaged in that rebellion, as well-as 
with many employed in fupprefling it. He therefore confiders himfelf as a 
contemporary. ‘This obfervation he means should extend to the. ee fub- 
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own ‘countr y, all prefled upon their minds. — 
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tion under Charles It. Bat at He Revolution they. fel; 
care to fecure ‘both their ‘civil and religious. liberties, which 
were farther fecured by the Cineees They. ‘have, therefor ey 
on all occafions, firmly adhered to the Proteftant Succeffion ; x 
and were, at this crifis, equally alarmed at the. idea of. the 
Pretender and of the Highlanders, whofe | cr ruel dopredations 
under the marquis ‘of Montrofe,. the vifcount Dundee, and 
the earl of Mar, were ftill frefh in their mem memory. “They: 


‘were the moft loyal fubjects of the houle of Hanover i in 
Great Britain. But they had long been difufed to arms ; and 


were therefore filled with melancholy apprehenfions at the 
threatening danger. The difafters in Flanders, the rapid pro- 
grefs of the French power, and the getenaeiees fate of their 
? es x) ; 
~The news of 2 fortunate event in Ameri ica, contributed i ite 
fome degree to remove this defpondency ; 1 namely, the con-. 
qucft of the ifland of Cape Breton. 

‘That ifland, of which the French were fhamefully left im 
poflethon at the peace of Utrecht, through the negligence or 
corrupuon of the Englifh miniftry, when Great Britain had 
the power of giving law to her enemies, is fituated at the en- 
trance of the Gulf of St. Lawrence, and is ninety miles in 
length and fixty at its greateft breadth. IN ewfoun ndland, 
which lies to the-eaft, is but: fifteen leagues diftant ; ; and 
Nova Scotia, to. the weft, is feparated from it only by a 
channel about twelve miles- broad. Thus’ placed” between 
the territeriés of France, and thofe ceded” to her rival, Cape 
Preto threatened the poffeffion of the one, while it proteed 
thofe of the other. Louifburg, fituated on the eaftern coaft, 


| 


was the chief town and port in the idand. The harbour, 


naturally fafe-and capacious, was flrongly fortihed ; the - 
narrow entrance being gnarded by two ne batteries, 
whofe crofs-fre threatened: inftant deftry uétion to any fhip 
that saes attempt to force a paflage. ‘The. tawn was 
valled, and defended by all the works that can rendera place 
ete Tt was the key of communication Between : 
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F “rance and Canada, as well as the grand bulwark of her 
fitheries.. And it was confidered by the Englifh colonies as 
the Dunkirk of America; as it afforde ed prote@tion to a 
fwarm of French frigates and privateers, that ruined theif. 
trade, and pillaged them with impunity. ; 

Influenced by thefe confiderations, the Britith suey: 
were induced to liften to the pr opofals of the people of New 
England, who offered to;undertake the reduction of Louif- 
burg. Commodore Warren, then ftationed.at Antigua, was, 
accordingly ordered to proceed to, the northward, with a 
ftout {quadron, in .ordér to»protect the. tranfports, and co- 
‘operate with the New England militia; which,.to the num- 


ber of fix thoufand, were embarked, under the condu& of | 


Mr. Pepperel,' a trader of Pifcataqua, and landed without op- 
pofition within four miles of the place: The befiegers, 
though inexperienced, were brave: the officers of, the ma- 
tines directed their operations; and commodore Warren, 
though foiled in every attempt to enter the harbour, . 
was able effectually to. cut off all fupplies. Seeing 
no profpe@ Of relief, and threatened ark general affault, 
the .governor, doubtful of the fidelity of his garrifon, agreed 
+o furrender the town; and the whole ifland of Cape Breton, 
-or.(as the French pompouily called: it) J/fe Royale, imme- 
diately fubmitted to the victors ’. 

This congueft, the: importance of which was much mag- 


nified, contributed greatly to confirm the zeal of the-friends — 


to the Proteftant Succeffion in Scotland; and if vigorous 
smeafures had-been taken by government, the rebellion might 
have been crufhed in its birth. But George II. being then 
at Hanover, the regency appointed, during his abfence, 
flighted every information relative to the enterprize of the 
young Pretender, until all North Britain was threatened with 
fubjeGtion, They could not believe he w rould have the har- 
dinefs to land without a powerful foreign, force; fo that 


ae 
’ 


mE Id.ibid. Douglas's Summary, vol: ile Smollett, vol. xi. 
ys ‘l2 Charles’s 


April 30. ° 


oo 


os Ba Gere 
ae ts 


ie THE HISTORY OF © paar TL 


Charles s very weaknefs; under the tel of ie temerity, may 
be faid to have advanced his progrefs. Defending from the 
mountains with the rapidity of a torrent, at the head of his 
hardy and intrepid Highlanders, he took pofleffion of Dun- 
keld, Perth, and Dundee; every where proclaiming his fas 
ther, the chevalier de St. Gearge, king of Great Britain, | and 
feizing the public money for its ufe. At Perth he reviewed 
his forces; and found them amount to about three thoufand 
men. Here he was joined by the vifcount Strathallan, lord 
Nairn, lord George Murray; brother to the duke of Athol, 
by the young and fanguine duke of Perth *, 8, and feveral other 


-perfons. of diftinction. And the marquis of Tullibardine 


having taken poffeffion of the eftate of Athol, which his 
younger brother inherited, as well as the title, in confequence 
of Ais.attainder, was able to bring fome acceffion of ftrength 
-to the caufe which he had efpoufed. 

Emboldened by thefe promifing appearances, the young 
Pretender proceeded to Dumblane; and having croffed the 
Forth in thé neighbourhood of Stirling, advanced towards 
Edinburgh, -after making a feint of marching t to Glafgow. 
Meanwhile tir John Cope, commander in chief of the king’s 
forces in Scotland, afraid to face the rebels, marched north- 
-ward as far.as Invernefs, under pretence of forming a junc- 
tion with fome loyal clans ; leaving, by that movement, the 
-capital and the whole low country at the merey of the 
enemy. 

The inhabitants of Edinburgh feemed at firft determined 
on a bold refiftance ; but on the nearer approach of the re- 


8. The head of this nobleman’s family, which was ftrongly attached to the 
houfe of Stuart, having accompanied James II. into France, was there created 
a duke. He himfelf had been educated in that kingdom ; and fucceeding 
unexpectedly to the family eftate, he had lately come over to Great- Britain. 
On his arrival, he flew with ardour inte all the gaities of the age, and adapt- 
ed himfelf to every.mode ef pleafure, which he purfued with the appearance 
of giddy qiftparion, while forming the plan of an cateszfive rebellion, He 
was the foul of the Jacobite party. ; 
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bels, their refolution began to fail. They were apprehenfive 
of 5 a general pillage, and even of a maffacre, if the place 
fhould be carried by affault, againft which its ruinous and 
extenfive walls were but a flender fecurity. The magiftrates, 
therefore, entered into treaty with the Pretender for the fur- 
render of the town, But before the terms were finally fet- 
; tled, a body of Highlanders being treacheroufly admitted at 
one of the gates in the night, took poffeffion of the city 
guard-houfe ; and opening the other gates to new affociates, 
made themfelves mafters of that ancient capital by morning. 
‘The cattle, however, {till held out, And thither°had been 
carried, on ‘the approach of the rebels, the treafure of the 
two Scottifh banks, and the moft valuable effets of the in- 
habitants. | i 
In order to avoid the fire from the caftle, which being 
feated on a rock to the weftward of the town, commands 
the whole neighbourhood, Charles made a circuit to the’eatt,. 
and ‘took up his refidence in the palace of Holyroodthoufe, 
the kingly dwelling of his anceftors. "Here he kept a’kind 
of court ; and being attended by a number of noblemen ‘and 
gentlemen, who acted as officers of ftate, he iffued ‘an ‘order, 
with all the formality of lawful authority, for iolemnly pro- 
‘claiming his father at the crofs of Edinburgh. ‘Fhe céremo- - 
ny was performed accordingly ; and, at the fame time, three 
“manifeftos were read by the purfuivants, In the frft mani- 
fefto, the old Pretender afferted his right to the crown. of 
_ Scotland, declaimed againft the Union, Jamented the hard- 
{hips to which the Scots had been expoted in confequence of 
it, and complained bitterly of the injuries ‘his ‘faithful High- 
__ landers had juffered from the eftablithed government. He 
! promifed to call a free ‘parliament, to abolith ‘the’ malt-duty, 
. and. all,ether. grievous impofitions. and taxes that had been 
laid om them fince:the Union ;.to reftore the Scottifh nation 
to its ancient liberty “and iridependcicy » to protect, fecure, 
and maintain all his proteftant fubjects in the'tree‘exercife of 


their religion, ‘and in the full enjoyment of their rights, privi- 
5-2 leges 
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leges and immunities. By the fecond' manifefto, he confti- 
tuted his fon Charles fole regent « ‘of his dominions, and parti- 
cularly of the kingdoms of Scotland, England, and Ireland, 
during his abfence.. The third manifefto was in the name of 
the young Pretender ; and Charles, after enforcing ‘all that 


hhad been faid in his father’s firft declaration, commanded 


obediénce fo himfelf as Prince-regent °. : 


‘In the mean time general Cope, being joined by fome 
well-affected Highlanders, had embarked his troops at Aber- 
deen and landed at Dunbar, where he was reinforced with 
two regiments of dragoons, that had retired from the neigh- 


~“pourhood of Edinburgh on the approach of the enemy. 


Confident of fuecefs, he began his march toward the capital, 
with -a ‘well- appointed army 3 but underftanding that the 


~yebels were advancing to give him battle, he pitched his 
eamp near Preftonpans, having the village of Tranent i in his 


front and the fea in his rear. His troops, confifting. of be- 
tween four and five thoufand men, lay all night on their 
arms ; and early next morning the young Pretender 
“advanced in hoftile afray, at the head of about three 
thoufand undifciplined and half-armed Highlanders, whofe fi Us 
rious geftures and rapid movements, feen dimly through the 
retiring darknefs, excited uniufual emotions of terror in the 
hearts of the Englith foldiers. Thefe emotions were not al- 

lowed to fubfide. Charles himfelf, ftanding in the firtt line, 
gave the word of command ; and drawing his fword, threw 
away the feabbard™® “The Highlanders rathed on to the 
attack like fo many fturdy favages, regardlefs of the 
fire of the artillery. “Phe king’s troops were thrown into 
diforder, and totally routed. © The dragoons inftantly left the 


field, and could never after be rallied, Fiye hundred of the 


foot: were killed; and fifteen hundred made prifoners. 


Among the former was the gallant colonel Gardiner, who 
. . 
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fell covered with many wounds.. Never, in a word, was 
any victory more complete: the military,cheft, cannon, co- 
jours, camp-equipage, and baggage of the royal army, fell 

_ Into the hands.of the rebels. 

Had the Pretender marched into England immediately 
after this yictory, before the Britith troops were recalled from 
Flanders or any foreign f{ugcours could be procured, he 
would probably have accomplifhed the great object of his 
enterprife. Butinftead of taking advantage of the confterna- 
tion occafiened by the defeat of the king’s forces in Scot- 
land, he returned to the palace of Holyrood-houfe, to enjoy 
the vain parade of royalty. Edinburgh preved the Capua of 
Charles. There, intoxicated with the flatteries of needy ex- 
pectants, and feduced by the blandifhments of the Jacobite 
ladies, longing for his princely benedidtion, he wantonly 


watted his time, till the critical moment was paft; while his _ 


hungry followers blunted the edge of thejr ferocity in focial 
indulgencies, or broke the nerve of their courage in fruitlefs 
efforts to reduce the caftle, and get pofleffion of the public 
treafure.. _Meantime he was joined by the earl of Kilmare 
-nock,,and by the lords Balmerino, Pitfligo, Elcho, and Ogil- 
wie. And it was, at laft, refolyed to march into’ England. — 
In confequence of that refolution, Charles publifhed a new 
manifeflo, faid to be compofed by himfelf, in which he pro- 
mifed, in his father’s name, all manner of fecurity to the 
proteftant religion and the eftablifhed church, and declared 
that he would pafs any law the parliament fhould judge ne- 
.ceflary for that purpofe. <* That the public debt has been 
«* contracted under an unlawful government, nobody,” fays he, 
-$ can difown, any more than that it is now a moft heavy load 
‘* upon the zation: yet, in regard it is due to-thofe’ very fub- 
« jets whom our Royal Father promifes to protect, cherifh, 
«: and defend, he is refolved to take the advice of his parlia- 
« ment concerning it; in which he thinks he actssthe part 
4 of a juft prince, who,makes the good. of his people the 
«“ fole rule of his a€tions. Fuxtheymore, we have in his 
oe ; | T4 ‘¢ name 
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“ name to. declare, ‘That the fame rule laid. down forthe 
“ funds, thall be followed with refpect to\every law or act 
< of “parliament fince the Revolution ; and in fo far as, in a 

f “free and legal parliament, they {hall be approved, he will 
“6 confirm them.” He next declares, that his expedition was 
Aviersken without affiftance cither from France or Spain ; 
“ but’ adds he, “ when I hear of Dutch, Danes, Heffians, 
“ and Swifs, the eleGtor of Hanover’s allies, being called 
“« over to protect his government, is it not high time for the 
«« king my father to accept alfo of the affiflance of thofe 
As who. are able, and who have engaged to fupport him 'f” 
This declaration had by no means the defired effect, It 
* did Hot, effectually remoye the fears of the monied men, In 
regard to the fecurity of the funds, while it filled the body of 
the people with apprehenfions of a French invafion.. Every 
one, from fome motive or other, feemed attached to the 

eftablifhed government. Loyal addreffes, from alk quarters, 

were prefented to George II. on his return from his Ger- 
‘man dominions, congratulating him on the reduction of 


Cape Breton, and exprefiing deteftation at the unnatural re~ 


“bellion,. 

Nor were thefe addrefles merely complimentary.. Above 
a thoufand of the moft eminent merchants, tradefmen, and 
manufacturers in the kingdom, in order to fupport public 
credit, figned an agreement, That they would take the notes 
of the bank of England in payment of any fum due to them, 
and ufe their utmoft endeavours to make all their payments 
in the fame paper ’*. This was a ftep of the utmoft im- 
portance ; as it not only prevented the danger of a run upon 
the bank, but interefted. many in the defence of the Houfe of 
Hanover, whofe hearts were with the Pretender, or whofe 
minds were wavering. 

Other meafures confpired to fix the unfteady, a to warm 
into zéal timid or prudential loyalty. The Habeas Corpus 
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act was fufpended, and féveral perfons were ‘taken. up on 


‘fufpicion of treafonable practices. ‘Six thoufand Ditch aux- 


iliaries ‘were landed ; and’ the’ fower of the Britith tr 90ps, 
recalled from Flanders, arrived in England, with the duke of 
Cumberland at their head.’ Befide a number of new regi- 


‘ments, voluntarily raifed by the nobility and gentry, the mi- 


litia of every county were affentbled; arms were liberally 


‘diftributed to the people, and the whole fouthern ag of the 


kingdom was put in a pofture of defence. 

Notwithftanding this hoftile appearance, and the formid- 
able force that was now collected, the young adventurer left 
Edinburgh, and entered England, by the weftern . 
border, with only fix thoufand men; the duke of 
Perth a&ting as commander in chief, and lord George Mur- 
ray as lieutenant-general.” They immediately invefted Car- 
lifle; and both the town and caftle, tnough defended by the 


Nov. 6. 


‘militia of Cumberland and Weftmoreland, fupported by the 


inhabitants and fome companies ~ regular troops, furrender- 
ed within three days. ‘+ 

The whole kingdom was filled with “confternation at. the 
progrefs of the rebels. Terror took poffeffian of every 
heart; and the moft frightful apprehenfions were, at the fame 
time, entertained’ of an invafion from France, where great 
preparations were making for a defcent in favour of the Pre- 
tender, Whe militia of the maritime counties were drawn 
toward the coaft, and fignals fixed for a general alarm. But 


the vigilance of admiral Vernon, who was ftationed with a~ 


feet in the Channel, and effeCtually blocked up the French 
ports, pfévented the projected invafion. ‘The embarkation 
was to have been made at Boulogne, Calais, and Dunkirk, ia 


large boats, and a landing attempted in the neighbourhood 


of Dover, under the cover of night. The troops were to 
have beén commanded by the attainted earl marefchal of 
Scotland; who, regardlefs himfelf of danger, in what he 
efteemed oe good a caufe, threw up his commiffion in -dif- 

gull, 


said 
He 
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-guft,on seo the French naval attest afraid to > venture 


out AS orang ng " ering adbenestits 
\ ‘Meanwhile vi ateee leslie lef a cain snrtioni in Bar: 
lifle, advanced to Penrith; and continuing their route through 
Lancafter and Prefton, took poffefiion of Manchefter, where 
the Pretender eftablifhed his head-quarters, Thinking him- 
felf now in the heart of his Englith intereft, he promifed 


himfelf a great acceffion of force; but although the inha- 


bitants of Manchefter received him with marks of affeGion, 
and celebrated his arrival with illuminations, they fhewed 
little inclination to join, and the people of the country ftill 
lefs... He, was only able to raife about two hundred men, 
who were formed into a regiment, in hopes it would foon be 


_completed, under colonel ‘Townly, a, Roman catholic gen- 


tleman of fome eminence in that neighbourhood, and who 
had ferved in the French army. 

Charles, who had been led to fuppofe, that as foon as he 
fhould enter Lancathire the majority of the people. would 
flock to his ftandard, was very much mortified at this back~ 
wardnefs in his reputed friends. He endeavoured, however, 
to conceal his difappointment ; and his followers in general, 


wore a good face, though it was known to them, that gene- 


ral Wade, who had affembled an army of fourteen thoutand 
men at Newcaftle, was advancing through Yorkthire, and 
that the duke of Cumberland, affifted by Sir John. Ligonier, 
had taken poft near Litchfield with thirteen thoufand vete- 
ran troops. A council of war was called; and it was re- 
folved to proceed by the way of Chefter and Liverpool into 
Wales, where the Pretender éxpeéted a. number of adhe- 
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rents. But Jearning afterward that thefe two towns were , 


fecured, and that the bridges over. the. river Merfey. had 
been broken down, Charles took the route of Stockport and 
Warington ; and pafing through Macclestield and Congle- 
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tony turned fuddenly off by Leeke and Aihbourn, and''une 

expectedly entered Derby. | There his enke was 2!" }0@ 
Dec. 5. 

proclaimed with great folemnity. Py Selgin weds oy 


Having gained, by this ‘rapid movement, a day’s march of © 


the royal army, under the duke of Cumberland, the” Pre- 
tender, who was now within an hundred miles of BSnae 
might have made himfelf mafter of the capital; had he 
proceeded directly forward. And, in that event, the French 
would probably have been encouraged to attempt'a defcent 
in his favour ; while many well- ati: who till kept ata 

diftance, would certainly have joined him, and public credit 
would have received a terrible fhock. ‘Yet muft we not 


rafhly fuppofe that Charles would have been’ finally fuccefs-_ 
ful, had he even got poffeffion of the metropolis; as an army. 


of thirty thoufand men, firmly attached to ‘the reigning fa- 
mily, could have been affembled in the neighbourhood i in 
a few days; in order to watch the motions of the rebels, ‘and 
cut off the communication between the town and country. 
Anda powerful fleet would have ici eps all fupplies by 
fea. 
The rebels muft even have hazarded an engagement, be- 
fore they could have: entered the capital ; for no fooner was 
it known, that, having eluded the vigilance of the duke of 
Cumberland, they had it in their power to march fouthward, 
than orders were given for forming a camp upon Finchly~ 
common, where the king refolved to-take the field in perfon, 
accompanied by the earl of Stair, commander in chief of the 
forces in England. And all the regular troops in the néizh- 
bourhood of London, the new raifed regiments, the volun- 
teer companies, the militia, and the trained bands, were coim- 
manded to hold themfelves in’ readinefs for the me fervice, 
Little refiftance, however, could have been made by men 
“enervated by the fedentary arts, nurfed in the bofom of a vo- 

luptuous city, and but flightly acquainted with the ufe of 
"arms ; whofe imagination was filled with the moft frightful 
ideas of the fayage ferocity, bodily ftrength, aad irrefiftible 


labour 
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valour of the Highlanders; while they: were apprehenfive, on 
the other hand, of being every» moment overwhelmediby a 
Fyencl: invafion, or maflacred, by an infurrection of the Ro- | 


gan ‘eatholics '*. «They» muft have been broken. atthe farft 


encounter; and as George If. was obftinately, brave,» he 
might have» sarin beneath» the, arms ef; his. ial anta+ 
gonift, os f sis 

‘Happily ieada did net come: to, this ssatsintalinais The Pre, 
tender had advanced ito the heart of -kngland. without re- 
eciving any confiderable acceflion of force, or being joined by 
any perfon of:diftinGtion. . It appeared.as if all the Jacobites. 
in the kingdom had been annihilated... The Welch took ne 
meafures for ‘exciting an infurrection in bis favour, nor.did 
the Fren chy pt an. invafion for his fypport.., He Jay, 
a andful of: men, between two powerful.armies,, in,the 
midft of xvinter, and.in a country hoftile to him... Haying 
inconfiderately {pent fome time at Derby, he could not now 
enter the metropolis without hazarding a battle with one of 
thofe armies, and a-defeat muft, have proved. fatal to himfelf 
and all his adherents... It was therefore refolved in acouncil 
of war, by the majority of the Highland chiefs, to march 
back into Scotland, where the. Pretender’s, affairs had taken 
a fortunate turn; although Charles himfelf, the,duke of 


‘Perth, and Cameron of Lochiel, were, for, proceeding to 


London, be the event what it might...And they, perhaps 
were right; efpeciallyias. they. were, under the neceflity. of 
making a retreat in the face of two fuperior armie3,; a re- 
treat which, it was:to be feared, befide the, danger attending 
it, avould: utterly ruin: their caufe. in. England, and greatly 
difpirit their friends in Scotland. A retreat however was. at- 
tempted; and conducted with a degree of intrepidity, regu~ 
larity, expedition, and. addrefs, unparalleled in the hiftory of 
nations, by any body.of men under circumftances equally, ad. 
verie: 


r4>.Id, ibid. Smollett, vol. xi, 
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On the third day after the rebels left: Derby, they arrived) 
at Manchefter, and proceeded to: Prefton, without the lofs of 
a fingle man; though the bridges were ‘broken downy, the 
roads damaged, the beacons lighted to alarm the country, 
and detachments of horfe fent from both: the royal armies 
to harrafs them on thei¢) march... They were sovertaken; 
however, at the village of Clifton, near Penrith, by the 
duke of Cumberland in perfon, at the head:of his. cavalry. 
Lord George Murray, who commanded, their: rear-guard, 
compofed of the*clan of the Macpherfons, the moft ferocts 
ous efiall the Highland tribes, threw himfelf into the village, 
‘in order to obftru the purfuit; and perceiving thatthe royal 
army confifted only of cavalry (for swhich, inftead-of their 
former’ terror, the Highlanders had acquired. a, contempt, 
dince the battle’of Preftonpans), he fent an exprefs after the 
main body ‘of the rebels, entreating them-te return, and ha- 
zard an engagement. No regard was paid to his meflage ; 
yet he ‘refolved to/maintain his poft. He accordingly: put 
himfelf in a ‘pofture of ‘defence; repulfed a party of horfe; 
combated for an hour a body of difmounted dra-) ) , 
Dec. 18. 
goons ; andthen, having fully accomplifhed his $ pur 
‘pofe, proceeded unmolefted to the rendezvous of the Pretend 
er at Penrith. 

On the arrival of lord George Murray, it :was deliberated 
‘by the rebel chiefs, whether they fhould profecute» their 
march, of turn back and give battle to the duke ef Cumber- 
land, before he could be joined by his infantry. Butit appear- 
ing upon enquiry, that {uch a junCtion might be foon formed, 
and without their knowledge, they continued ‘their retreat, to 
- Carlifle.’ There they drew up: their forces, and feemed de- 
termined to wait the approach of their purfuers.: Underfiand- 
ang, however, that the duke of Cumberland’s armyhad been 
reinforced by feveral battalions’ of foot, and a. fquadron of 
horfe, from Wade’s divifion, they changed their refolution.; 
and having augmented the garrifon of Carlifle, by throwing 
tate the place the Manchefter volunteers, they croffed the river 
: ‘ ‘ Eden 
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- Eden, and paffed into ‘Scotland, without lofing above fifty 
men, during their whole expedition, by ficknefs, fatigue; tlre 
fword of the enemy, or leaving one flraggler behind them **. 
After the action at Clifton, the duke of Cumberland found 
it neceflary to halt, and give his’ troops; which had been 
roughly handled, fome refyite. He was there joined by his 
infantry : and his whole army advanced ‘to Carlifle, in three 
columns. The: garrifon, though ill fupplied with engineers, 
made a thew of refiftance; but no fooner were ‘the batterics 
opened againft the place, than*the rebels found themfelves 
under the neceffity of furrendering at difcretion. The pri- 
foners, amounting to about four hundred, were committed 
to clofe ‘confinement; and the duke of Cumberland retarned 
to London, where he was received with as'much éclat as if 
he had ‘gained a complete victory, every one fuppofing that 
the rebellion was eventually extinguifhed. 

This however, was by no*means the cafe. T he Pres 
tender’s force was yet unbroken ; and if the failure of his ex 
pedition into England had difcouraged fome of his more fan- 
guine followers, his rapid progrefs and gallant retreat had — 
fhed new luftre over his arms.’ The Enelifh Jacobites, 
whom fear alone had withheld from joining him, thinking 
every moment that his flender band would be crufhed, now 
reproached themfelves for their pufillanimity,:in not abetting 
that caufe which they loved, and to which their aid might 
have given the afcendant. In a word, had he been properly 
fupplied with arms, money, and military Rores, from France, 
and with what he wanted no lefs, a few able engineers and 
experienced officers, the conteft might fill have been doubts 
ful whether the houfe of Stuart or-that of Hanover fhould fit 
on the throne of Great Britain. : 

“But let us leave thefe political conje€tures, and takeva view 
of the ftate of Scotland, and of the daring adyehturer in his 
courfe fe. 


15. Id. ibid, 
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Soon after the rebels left Edinburgh, general Wade, who 
commanded in the north of England, fent a body of troops 
for the protection of that city. . The inhabitants of Glafgow 
raifed a regiment for their own defence: other towns follow- 
ed their example ; and all the Argylefhire Highlanders were 
mn arms for the fupport of .gov erament, The people of the 
fouth and weft of Scotland, animated by the harangues of 
the prefbyterian clergy, arid ftimulated by their intuitive, or 
habitual horror againit popery and arbitrary power, appear- 
ed only to increafe in loyalty during the moft profperous for- 
tune of the Pretender. ‘Their zeal for the Proteftant Suc- 
ceffion, as fettled in the family of Brunfwick, became warm- 
er in proportion to his fuccefs, and the danger to which it 
feemed expoied ; for they paid no regard to his declarations 
in regard to religion, and very little to thofe of a civil nature. 
‘«« Kirk and King!” was the ‘univerfal cry. 

_ The ftate of affairs was very different in the north of Scot- 
lent. The majority of the people, beyond the river Tay, being 
chiefly Papifts, Nonjurors, or luke-warm Prefbyterians, were 
difpofed to favour the re-eftablifhment of the houfe of Stuart. 
But many of the leading men were attached to the reigning 
family by motives of intereft, ambition, inclination, grati- 
tude, and exerted themfelves zealoufly for the fupport of go- 
vernment. One of the moft diftinguifhed of thofe was Dun- 
can Forbes of Culloden, lord prefident of the Court of Sef- 
fion ; a man of extenfive knowledge, great talents, engaging 
manners, and equally refpected for his public and private 
virtues. To him, perhaps, the houfe of Hanover owes its 
continuance on the throne of Great Britain, aud we the en- 
, Joyment of our happy conftitution. He confirmed in their 
allegiance feveral chieftaitis, who began to waver: fome he 
induced by the force of his arguments, to renounce their 
former principles, and oppofe that caufe which they meant 
to. abet ; others he perfuaded to remain quiet, from pradential. 
confiderations. In thefe views he was warmly feconded by the 
earl of Loudon, who commanded the king’s forces at Inver- 

nels > 
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hefs ; where he was joined by twelve handred men,, under 
the ea1l of Sutherland; by a confiderable number, under. 
lord Rae; and, befide the Grants and Monroes, | by. a body 
of hardy iflanders from Skie, under fir Alexander. Macdo- 
nald and the laird of Macleod *®. Pe 1} hopew 
Thefe advantages, however, were pee ee = the 
prevailing fpirit of the people, and the aGtivity ofa few rebel 
leaders. At the head of thofe ftood lord Lewis Gordon ; 
who, though Ins brother, the duke, was in the intereft of 
government, had. been remarkably fuccefsful in arming the 
retainers of the family, as well as in engaging all difattected 
-pérforis ‘in the neighbourhood of Aberdeen. The earl of 
Cromartie had raifed a body of men for the fupport of the 
Pretender; a confiderable {um of money had been received, 
for his ufe,; from Spain ; and lord John Drummond, brether 
to the duke of Perth, had landed with a {mall reinforcement, 
and with liberal promifes of farther affiftance, from France. 
Encouraged by thofe flattering appearances, and by the 
rapid progrefs of the Pretender, lord Lovat, one of the mot. 
extraordinary characters in ancient or modern times, who 
had long temporized, ordered his fon to put himfelf ‘at the ’ 
head of his Clan, and repair to the rendezyous of the rebels. 
at Perth *7.. He, even fent round his whole. eftate the Mery 


Crofs 


£6. Contin. of Rapin, vol. ix. Smollett, vol. xi, 

17. Simon Frafer, lord Lovat, was born with infinuating talents, and exert 
ed his whole force. upon mankind through the channel of their vanity. Ut- 
terly deftitute of principle, and defpifing veracity as an ulelefs quality, he ac. 
commodated all his actions to his immediate interoft, and all his words to the 
deceitful purpofe of drawing the credulous into his views. And although his ° 
natural addrefs was homely, his perfonal appearance remarkably forbidding,» 
and his flattery too obvious to efcape the obfervation even of the weak and 
the vain; it was too ftrongly applied to be refifted entirely by men of the 
tof moderate tempers, and of the foundeft underftanding, Though his pro- | 
jects were generally formed with little judgment, he was bold-and fearlefs in 
the execution of them. In 1697,he had entered, with an armed band, the 
houfe of a woman of quality, feized her perfon, and erdered the marriage ce- 
zemony tobe performed, while he endeavoured, with the found of a bag pipe, 

to 


‘ 


oP ee A 


Ler. XX1X.] MODERN EUROPE. 1g 


Cro/s, or general denunciation of fpoil, {word, and fire, made 


by the Highland chiefs againft fuch of their vaffals as fhould’ 
refufe to take arms at their command. Near a thoufand 


Frafers were imitantly levied, and the Mafter of Lovat. in~ 
vetted ei ort eines vdha earl of Loudon marched to the 


aE, 


to dents her cries; and died ftripped iss naked, by cutting off her aia 
with his dirk or dagger, he forced her to bed, and confummated the pretend- 


ed marriage amid the noife and riot of his barbarous attendants. 


Obliged to abandon the kingdom, and declared a rebel and an outlaw for” 
this and other violences, Frafer found means to obtain a pardon from king 
“William } toingratiate himfelf with the court of St. Germains, by becoming” 
a.catholic; and was empleyed by the court of France in attempting to. raife, 
a rebellion in Scotland in 1703. For that purpofe he was furnifhed with pro- ; 


‘per credentials by the Pretender ; but inftead of making ufe of thofe for the 

reftoration of the exiled family, he difcovered the whole plot te the Englifh 

government, and returned to France, in order to procure more full proofs of 

the guilt of the principal confpirators. His treachery being there difcovered, 

he was thrown into the Baftile, where he remained fome months, and mutt 

have fuffered the punifhment due to his crimes, but for his confummate dif- 
fimulation. “We had the addrefs to ‘make it believed, that all he had done 
svas'for the intereft of the Pretender; and’on his return to Great Britain, his 
fafferings in France recommended him not only to the proteétion but the fa« 
vour of government. 

In 1715, Lovat was highly ferviceable to the houfe of Hanaver, fe affift « 
ing in the fuppreffion of the rebellion; and becoming afterward a perfonal 
favourite of George I. he was nobly rewarded for his loyalty.. He even 
formed the fcheme of erecting himfelf into a kind of viceroy in the High- 
Jands; pretending, that if he had the diftribution of twenty-five thoufand 
pounds annually among the heads of the Clans, he could effectually prevent 
all their future infurrections, and draw them infenfibly into the interefts of 
the reigning family. Difappointed, however, in his ambitious hopes, and 
otherwife difgnfted with the eftablifhed government, he again relapfed into 

: Jacobitifm ; and.concluding that the young Pretender would be fupported by 
a powerful foreign force, he was at no pains to conceal his principles. But 
when €harles landed without fuch force, Lovat refufed co join him, though 


"he had accepted the office of lord- licutenant of all the counties north of the” 
Spey. Yet was he induftrious iv arming his Clan; in order, as is fuppofed, ” 
to procure a pardon for his treafonous fpeeches and practices, by throwing” 


his interelt into che fcale ‘of goverment, if the unexpedted fuccefs of the Pree 
tender had not induced hini to take part in the rebellion. See Stuart Papers, 


Lockhart 3 aes Lovet ‘s Trial. 
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“relief of that place, and ‘raifed the fiege:» But this fuccefs 
“was more than balanced by that of lord: Lewis Gordon, who 
-furprifed and routed the-laird of Macleod, and Monro.cf 
» Culcairn, at Inverury, and obliged them to repafs the Spey ; 
fo that the rebels were now mafters of the whole country, 


‘from that'river to the Frith of Forth, andsevery »where im- 


" pofed contributions on the seyneioe: and feized the = 


° 


revenue. 

Meanwhile the Pretondeya on reais ‘England, eciee- 
ftanding that Edinburgh was fecured by a freth army, had 
proceeded by the way of Dumfries to Glafgow, and impofed 


a heavy contribution on that loyal city. . After making a 
_hafty but oppreffive tour through the neighbouring country, 
che directed his march to: Stirling, »where: he was joined by 
‘the French “troops, under ‘lord John Drummond; bythe 


Frafers, under the’ Mafter of Lovat; and by lord Lewis 
Gordon and his viétorious. followers. .. It, was.now, re- 
folved to inveft that town and caftle.;» the Jatter. bemg: of 


“great importance, by commanding the: bridge, over the-river 


A.D.1746, Forth. The ‘town, which. is aliioft naked and 

Jan.8:  defencelefs, furrendered as foon, asa battery was 
opened againft it; but the caftle, defended by. a;goodigarri- 
fon, under the command of general Blakeney, {till held,-eut, 


and continued to baffle all the attempts of theirebelg, . «; 


The taking of the town of Stirling was'therefore, in itfelf, 
an event of little moments. Yet, when connected, with the 
miraculous efcape of the Pretender: from: two royal. arnues, 
and the great increafe of his adherents during his boldexpe- 
dition to the fouthern parts of the kingdom, it ferved to oc- 
cafion frefh alarm in England; efpecially as it was .con- 


‘fidered as a prelude to the reduction of. the citadel, the key 
-6f the communication. between the north. and. fouth .of. Scot- 


land. - Nothing was thought impoffible for Charles-and his 
flurdy Highlanders, who feemed to be at once,invulnerable, 
and proof againft the rage of the elements. 

General Hawley, an experienced officer, who. had been 


appointed 
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“appointed commander in chief of the forces in Scotland in 
the room of fir John Cope, was ordered inftantly to affemble 
an army, and proceed to the relief of Stirling caftle. Hawley, 
who was naturally brave, confident; and even prefuinptuous, 
having under him major-general Hufke, brigadier Chol- 
mondeley, brigadier Mordaunt, and feveral other officers of 
diftinStion, advanced accordingly to Falkirk at the head of 
near ten thoufand men, befide the Argylethire Highlanders’ 
-and Glafgow volunteers ; and having a contemptible idea of 
the rebels, whom he had boafted he would drive from one end 
‘of the kingdom to the other with two regiments. of.dra-_ 
goons, he gave himfelf little trouble to mare after their 

~numbers or difpofition. 

The. Pretender’s army confiited of about eight Hides 
men, and lay ‘concealed in Torwood.. Informed that the 
enemy were in motion in order to take poffeffion of fome 
rifing grounds in the neighbourhood: of his. camp, ge 

‘Hawley commanded his cavalry to cut them in 

‘pieces. But the event proved very different from what he 

Jexpefted. “The horfe being fuddenly broken, recoiled upon 

- the foot, and a total-rout enfued. Abandoning their tents, 
with: part’ of their artillery and baggage, the king’s forces 
retired in confufion to Edinburgh, after attempting in vain 
to make a ftand at Falkirk. They left upon the field of 
battle near five hundred flain, among whom were an unufual 

-number of officers: and about three hundred prifoners fell 
into the hands of the rebels *° 

Had the victorious hl thes; during the opatieusitiia Oc= 
cafioned by this fecond blow, again boldly entered England, 
he might poffibly have taken up his winter-quarters in the 
capital ; or had he marched with the main body of his army 

toward Invernefs; he might have cruthed the earl of Loudon, 
difarmed the loyal Clans, doubled the number of his ad- 

- herents, and made himfelf abfolute mafter of all the North 


18. -Gontin, of Rapin, yol ix. Smollett, vol. xi, 
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of Scotland! But!'his’ heart being fet“on the redudion=of 
: Stirling caftle, he lof fight of every’ other objea. He there- 
fore returned to'the fiege’ of" that’ fortrefss and after. having 
in vain attempted to carry it-by affault ithe mode “of ‘attack 
moft agreeable’ to his followers, and for’ which ‘theywere 
beft adapted, he obftinately perfifted in ereéting batteries, in 
pening trenches, and making regular’ approaches, in the 
depth of winter, to the ‘great’ diffatisfadtion of: thes High- 
landets, many of whom retired’ in’ difguft tor thei native 
mountains. “*" we. gig tawD 

While the Pretender was’ thus wafting» his time, and 
breaking the {pirit of his adherents, in thefe fruitlefs,: ‘impo- 
Soe and ill-condutted pyserees thie nation epee _ 


Palkirk. Phe ya army in Gudnahen was: asiisfdwcschadith 
a body of frefh troops. “William duke of *Cumberlandwas 
‘ appointed to command it: and the’ affairs of: government 
foon began ‘to wear a néw face. Though‘ unfuccefsful/in 
Flanders, and confidered’ by” ptofeffional ‘men’ ds "nov reat 
‘mafter in the filltary “art, the duke*of Cumberland: was 
adored by the foldiery. And the appeatance 6f'a prince of 
the blood, it was hoped, would at once nearsices- at rebels, 
and ¢ encourage the king’ s troops. MO 1 GSS TOE 

~~ Experience proved this conje€ture ‘to’ be’ bia e5diced. 
On the arrival of the duke’of Cumberland at Edinburgh, he 
Was received with the warmeft expreflions of joy, and -wel- 
‘eomed as’a deliverer by the loyal party. “Phe prefbyterian 


preachers went yet fatther+ they reprefented‘him as a‘faviour’ 


fent of God ‘for the protection of bis chofen people; and 
to)take ‘vengeance~on his’ father’s ‘enemies! /Firmnefs'and 
confidence every where teok "place’ of irrefohition and de- 


fpondency ; and fuch of the Jacobites as had ‘not «yet! taken - 
up arms, forefecing the ruin of their prince’s’ caufe, fo- 


mained quiet. % 
‘As foonas William and collected Sis ar my, amounting te 
about fourteenthoufand horfe'ande foot,' he advanced toward 


“Yothe 
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the,enemy.; Charles.at .firtt, feemed difpofed to hazard.a 
battle. »| But the Highlanders. being, much, fatigued and dif- 
gufted with the: fiege’of Stirling, caftle, upon which. they 
could make-no impreffion, and in the different attacks on 
whichethey had. loft a. number of men, the  Pretenderyre- 
folved, bythe advice of /his .moft, experiencedeofhcers,, to 
abandon,all his pofts onthis. fide of the Spey,.and proceed 
northward, as a fugitive inflead, of a conqueror.. He was 
able, however, to, make. himfelf. mafter, of Invernefs, RY ort 
George, and Fort Auguftus; and to oblige the. earl. of 
Loudon ito take-refuge in, the ifle of Skie,. Ina word,,his 
prefent fuccefs fhewed what, he might haye done, had he 
taken, this route during his. good fortune, when every heart 
was big, with hope, .,The, well-affected Clans, as they were 
called, who, now,,made but a feeble. refiftance, ,would then 
haye,joined,,him}almoft to.a man: and many perfons of 
diftinGion, who. ftill, wore. the mafk of loyalty, would have 
repairedto-his ffandard. Butimpolitic as Charles had been, 
he,was, yet formidable; and, a, more perfect knowledge of 
the advantages: ofjhis, fituation was only perhaps neceflary, 
to have. enabled, him to repel all. the eflorts of his compe- 
titers: odisish 

In the pail thes dake of rs ag fi er being joined by 
fix thoufand,Heffians,, that, had been lanced at Leith '9 foon 
_after,his;,departure, from, Edinburgh, left two battalions in 
Stisling, four in, Perth,.and proceeded to, Aberdeen. with the 
main-body,of his army,, ;During his {tay there, he was in- 
defatigable. ia exercifing his, troops, motwithttanding the ri- 
gour-of, the feafon, and: in..providing for the. fecurity of the 
country,;and as-foon,as the.weather would permit, 
he affembled his forces. and began, his march for 
Anvernefs,, where the,..rebels; had eftablithed their head~ 


April 8. 


ze 19. Thefe troops were fent over from Flanders to replace the fix ‘thoufand 
Dutch auxiliaries, which France infifted fhould be recalled,’ as/part’of the 
¥educed garrifon of Tournay, and rendered incapable, by the articles of capi- 
tulation, of ferying againit his moft Chriftian majefty or his alles for eighteen 
smonths. © 
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quarters. Contrary to all expeétation, he was permitted to 
pafs the deep and rapid river Spey without oppofition, though 


about three thoufand Highlanders appeared on the northern 
fide, and the banks wete fteep and difficult of afcent. Ie. 


wad not timidity, however, but the prefumptuoufnefs of their 
leaders, that reftrained the rebels from difputing ‘the paflage 


s 


of the royal army; a refolution having been taken ina coun. 


cil of war, in fpite of ‘many found arguments to the con- 
trary, to leave the fords of the Spey open ; and for this very 
extraordinary reafon, That the greater number of the king’s 
troops that fhould pafs the river, the fewer would efcape, as 
the fanguine adherents of Charles entertained no doubt of 
being able to cut off the whole. 2 L 
‘Romantic, however, as ‘this idea appears, and unwife the 
maxim on which it was founded, it might’ poffibly have been 
‘realized, had the Pretender afterward followed the advice of 
the more coo! and experienced Highland chieftains. Had 
he refolved to aét only on the defenfive, and continued to 
_ Yetire northward, difputing’ every defile with his purfuers, 
vantil he had led the royal army into mountains, where. its 
cavalry could not fubfift, and whither its artillery, ammuni- 
tion, provifion, and baggage-waggons could not be drawn, 
he might at leaft have obliged the duke of Cumberland 10 
retire in his turn; efpecially as the Highlanders, from their 
knowledge of the country, the friendly difpofition of the in- 
habitants, the number of live cattle, and their own {pare diet, 
could there have found fubfiftence for a confiderable time, 


And the glory connected with the retreat of the king’s troops, ~ 


independent of every other advantage which might have re- 
fulted from fuch a line of condu@, would have been of in- 
finite fervice to the Pretender’s caufe. 

But Charles, who had jmbibed, from his hot-headed Irith 
adherents, falfe notions of military honour, thought it would 
be difgraceful to retire any farther before» his antagonift, 
He therefore determined to hazard an engagement ; though, 
the royal army was not only, «ine all refpects, ‘better ape 


pointe 


phe 


ee 


pointed, but fuperior in. numbers, by at Jeaft one third, to 
. that of his. undifciplined followers. And having failed in an 
". attempt to furprife/the enemy at Nair during the night, he 
arched, back. to, his camp.on Culloden moor ; ,where, feem- 


ingly. in a fit of defperation, it was refolved by the rgbel — 


chiefs, faugued as their men were, to wait the approach of 
the king’s forces, in order of battle *°, . 

“The duke of Cumberland left Nairn early in the morn- 
ing, and came in fight of the rebels about noon. They 
were drawn up in.thirteen divifions under their re- 
{peCtive leaders, with four pieces of cannon before 
their centre, where was ftationed the Pretender, and the fame 
number on each wing. The duke of Cumberland drew up 
his atmy in three lines, difpofed.in excellent order for refift- 
ing»the fierce attack,of the rebels ; feveral pieces of cannon 
being placed) between, the lines, and every fecond rank in- 
firiiéted -t0. referve its-firé: fo that when the Highlanders, 
having thrown. away their mufkets, according to cuftom, 
advanced with their broad-fwords, they were not only re- 
ceived upon the point of the bayonet, but galled by an un- 
expected. fire of mufketry, and blown into the air by a con- 
cealed artillery. .;The event was fuch as William had pro- 
mifed himfelf... The rebel army, after an ineffectual ftruggle 
of thirty, minutes, was totally routed, and chafed off the field 


April 16. 


20. The followers of Charles had indeed much caufe for chagrin. They 
had hoped ‘to attack the king’s troops while buried in fleep and fecurity, 
after ‘celebrating théduke of Cumberland’s birth-day. Lord George Murray 
undertook to-conduct the enterprife, and.every thing feemed to promife fuce 
cefs;.. when, after.a march of feven miles, one of the three divifions, into 
which the rebel army was formed, loft its way, through the darknefs of the 
night. The other two divifions advanced two miles farther, and within a 
mile of the royal army, where lord George Murray fufpecting, as is faid, from 
the neighing of a horfe, that they were difcovered, ordered a retreat. (Contine 
of Rapin, vol: ix.) On. this, the Pretender exclaimed that he was betrayed 5 ; 
and the rebels returned to their camp, -unperceived, by eight o’clock in the 
mor ning; mortified bore their difappointment, and ftung with the reproach 
of their prince, whofe fanguine fpirit would, on that occafion, have been a 
batter’ “guide than the tithid caution, if not the treachery, of his general. 
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‘with great flaughter,’ ‘The’ bang ’s) troops)obut efpecially the 


dragoons, irritated ie their former difgraces, and the: fatigues 
of'a winter campaign, gave no quarter.’ Near two thoufand 


‘of the rebels were killed:in the: battle and:purfuit, and only 


5 
4 


three hundred’and. ten of theroyal army. #1 A We Sere 


< No viétory was ever more complete than ‘that gained by 
‘the' duke of Cumberland at ‘Culloden, nor’ any more im- 
‘portant in its confequences. “All the Pretender’s hopes, and 


even’ his'courage, feemed to abandon him with his good for- 
tune.’ Having too foon left ‘the field’ of battle, he was -ad- 
vifed by lord Lovat to return and rally his forces: he pro- 
inifed, but declined compliance. And although two thou- 
fand' of his’ faithful Highlanders refolutely affembled at Fort 


» Auguftus, and a body of the Lowlanders ‘at Ruthven, in or- 


der°to know his commands though a fhip arrivedrfrom 
‘France? with forty thoufand pounds: fterling in {pecie; and’ 


’near a thoufand men, who had not been‘at the battle of Cul- 


~'loden, were ready to jom him, he defired them all:to difperte, 
~and ‘wandered himfelf under various difguifes, in woods 
vand wilds, a) wretched fugitive, deftitute of the: common ne- 


ceffaries of life, and in danger every moment of -falling into 
the hands of his enemies. At length, after fuffering the: moft 
merédible hardfhips, during five months, in the Highlands 
and Weftern Iflands of Scotland, whither he was:chafed by. 
his blood-thirfty purfuers, a price of thirty thoufand pounds 


being fet upon his head; after having entrufted the fecret of 


his life to above fifty different perfons, many of whom were 
in low ‘condition, “and ‘who? knew, “that by betraying»him 


they fhould beenabled to live in affluence, he was taken 


on 


a1. London Gazefte, April 26, 1746. Contin. » Rapin, ubi fup. eee? 


v ol. Xi. 


22. One poor gentleman, who had no fhate in the febellion, but whofe hu- 
manity had led him to adminifter to the neceflities of Charles, being appre- 


hended and carried beforé a court of juflice, was afked, How he dared: to aflift 


the king’s greateft enemy; and why, having always appeared | to. be a loyal 


. 


ae he did not deliver up the Pretender, and claim the reward offered by 


goveriimont: : 
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‘on boarda French: sass and fafely eho: on the coaft of 
‘Brittany. Was wsoergtibrarniol 4 5 yd [91 
~The heroic etd of a gallant seh whofe name is 
faid to have! been Mackenzie, contributed. greatly to. the 
efcape of the Pretender. |. About the 20th of July, when 
Charles had fled for fafety to the top of the mountain of. 
Mamnyncallum, in Lochaber, theking’s troops furprifed a _ 
party of his followers in a hut, on the fide of the mountain, 
and obliged them to furrender, after an obftinate refiftance., 
-One-young man, however, made his efcape.. ‘The prifoners 
affured the commanding officer that this was the Pretender. 
Animated by the profpect of an immenfe reward, the foldiers 
eagerly purfued, and at laft overtook the fugitive. . They de- 
-fired him to fubmit, as refiftance would be ineffeCtual; and 
“intimated that they knew who he was. _ He feemed to. ac- 
quiefce in their miftake, but refufed quarter, and, died with 
his {word in his hand, exclaiming as he fell, «You have 
killed your prince !””—Independent of thefe generous expref- 
fions, the perfon flain refembled fo much, in/all refpeéts,. the 
defcription’ of the Pretender given to the army, that:an en® 
was immediately put to farther purfuit : and’ although go- 
vernment pretended to difcredit the report, a general belief of 
the Pretender’s death prevailed, and little fearch was thenee- 
forth made after him 7. 
Charles was careffed for a time at the court ae France,‘as 
there was yet a poffibility of his being of farther ufe; but no 


rf 
ffx 


”» 


government for his perfon?.*¢ I. only gave him,’’ replied the, prifoner, 
« what nature feemed to require, a night’s lodging, and an humble repaft. 
* And: who among my judges, though poor as 1 am, would have'fought to 
<¢ acquire riches, by violating the rights of hofpitality, in order to earn the 
“ price of blood?” ‘The court was filled with confufion and amazement at 
the fimple eloquence of this untutored orator: the fuit was difmiffed, and the 
prifoner fet at liberty-+So much ftronger an impreffion does fellow-feeling _ 
and the fenfe of natural equity make on the human breaft, than the dictates 
of political law, though enforced by the greatelt rewards or the fevereft punith- 
va ments! ie 
az Contin. of Rapin, vol. IX. 
fooner 
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fooner was the peace concluded, than he was configned to 


the moft perfect neglect, and: condemned ‘to fufferings more’ 
fevere than any he had yet experienced. On his refufing to 
depart the kingdom, he was feized by.a-party of the guards}: 
pinioned, and conducted to the frontiers, in violation of ‘the: 
moft folenm engagements **;.a perfidy for-which the articles 
of peace ‘could be no apology, as’ France had the power of 
dictating the ftipulations of ‘the treaty. “He was ruined and 
betrayed, like many of his anceftors, by thofe' ins whom he 
confided ; and with his fortunes, perifhed the laft hopes of the 
family of Stuart, and of their adherents’ in the —— — 

- mons. ES + DOT Ay aE 

The ae s ieee mate | have been much agpra+ 
vated by thofe of his: unhappy adherents, unlefs we fuppofe 
him devoid of all the feelings of humanity, and of all fenti- 
ments of generous fympathy.. Immediately after the battle of 
Culloden, the royal army entered the rebel country; which 
was cruelly laid wafte with fire and fword. « Allsthe cattle 
and provilions were carried off. ‘The: men,. hunted down 
hike wild beafts upon the mountains, were fhot on the fmalleft 
refiftance : and not a hut was left {tanding to fhelter the mi- 
ferable: women and children from the inclemency: of the 
weather. . They were left to perith of hunger and cold on’ 
the barren heaths.. Ina few weeks, all appearance of tebel~’ 
lion; and almoft. of population, being’ exterminated in the 
Highlands, the duke of Cumberland returned to London as a 

“conqueror ; leaving his victorious army, formed into twenty- 
feven divifions, or flying camps, ‘to take vengeance on ‘the 
furviving fugitives, 

A new {cene of horror was now exhibited, ‘'The'afperity- 
of juftice threatened with deftruction all whom the relentlefs. 
fword had fpared. And although moft of the Highland 
chiefs had made their efcape beyond fea, and many of their 
followe:s, the number of rebel prifoners: of difmétion that 


44. Voltaire, Sicc. Louis Xf, chap. x2v. 
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fuffered death was great beyond example, for fome centuries, 
in this ifland. Courts being opened in different parts of | 
England for their trial, where'they could have procured no 

eyidence in their favour, had they been innocent, and where 

every acoufer was admitted, {mall poflibility remained to 

them of efcaping punifhment. Seventeen rebel officers were 
accordingly condemned, and executed at Kennington coms 
mon, in the neighbourhood of London; nine at Carlifle, fix: 
At Brumpton, feven at Penrith, and eleven at York. They 
all behaved with thé greateft. hrmnefs, and feemed to-glorg 
in dying for the cauie they had efpoufed. A few received 
pardons, and the common men were tranfported to the plan-: 
tations. 5.” 

The earls of Kilmarnock and Cromartie, and the lords 
Balmerino and. Lovat, were tried by their peers and found 
guilty... Cromartie was pardoned, at the interceffion of his 
lady ; the other three were beheaded. on’ Tower-hill.. Kal- 
marnock, a nobleman of elegant accomplifhments, but de- 
fperate fortune, and who had been educated in the principles 
of the Revolution, died with ftrong marks of penitence, 
either from forrow at having acted contrary to confcience, 
or in hopes of a pardon; it being obferved, that he lifted his 
head from the block, and looked anxioufly around, before 
the fatal blow was ftruck. Balmerino, who had been bred a 
foldier, and who had obeyed the dictates of his heart, be- 
haved ina more refolute manner. He feemed-even to exult 
in his fufferings ; but checked his natural: boldnefs, left it 
fhould appear indecent on fuch an occafion. Lovat, after 
trying every expedient to fave his life, avowed his Jacobitifm, 
and died, not only with compoture, but dignity ;. feeling the 
axe, furveying the croud, and exclaiming, in feeming 
triumph, 


25. Smollett, vol, xi. Contin, of Rapin, vol. ix. 
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» Thus was extinguifhed a: chained sailed from fmalh 


beginnings, rofe toan alarming height; and, at one: time, 
threatened a revolution in the ftate. “In order more effec~ 
tually to eradicateithe feeds of difloyalty, and break thevre~ 
fradtory fpirit of the Highlanders, the heads of Clans were 
deprived of their: exclufive hereditary jurifdiGion,. which . 
they had abufed;,and people-of all ranks were prohibited, 
by act of sorte from wearing: the ancient drefs ‘of their 
oe port oe il yotsasot eisaibsss 


“26. ‘A Content fo fublime, from the mouth oi a man, ie Tae lived i in, 

the bint violation of every moral duty, and whofe folé objet 7 was felf= 

iterel, forms a fevere fatire on the common pretenfions to patriotifme> 0)" 
27, This act.has been fince repealed, from a conviction, of its. inexpediencys 
And it is truly extraordinary it fhould ever have been fuppofed, that, men, 


would become more loyal or fubmiffive oeeue they. w were ¢ cope to ‘wear 
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A isandal View of the Affairs: of Beaikin, isons me ‘Treaty of 
DresDen, in December: 17459 to the Peace fanatic ENR 

a aa 1748. PO Lecte te ; STH 8 ES05 


HE treaty of Drefden, and the confirmation of that of 

Breflaw, by. finally detaching the king of Pruffia from, 
the houfe of Bourbon, made a great change i in the ftate of 
“4 D. as the contending powers, but did not difpofe them 
to peace. The king of France, encouraged ‘by. 
his paft fucceffes, and by the abfence of the Britith: troops, 
determined to pufh his conquefts i in the Low Countries Sand 


As eaiigun the 


- 
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e king of Great Britain, enraged at Lewis for fupportiag 
Pp 


retender to his throne, refolved upon vengeance, as foon 
as the rebellion in Scotland fhould be finally fuppreffed. 
Elated: with the exaltation of her hufband to the imperial 
throne, and having now no enemy 'to/oppofe in Germany, 
the queen of Hungary: hoped to be able to give a favourable 
turnito'the warin Italy. She ever flattered herfelf, that-the 
Circles, or the Germanic body, might be! induced to take! up 
arms nt France; and that, by the co-operation ef Eng: ~ 


land ollandjrall Flanders might be‘recovered,'anditlie 
victorious houfe of Bourbon yet completely humbledsr pox 
Of all the hoftile powers, the king of France was’ firft ia 
-readinefs to carry his defigns into execution. Marefchai 
Saxe, to the aftonifhment of Europe and the terror of the 
confederates, took Bruffels, the capital.of Brabant, and the re- 
fidence! of the governors of the Auftrian Netherlands, in the 
beginning’ of February. Lewis XV. joimed his vi€torious 
army, confifting of an hundred and twenty thoufand: men, in 
the month of April, and obliged the allies under 
Bathiani, to retire firft to Antwerp, and after- 
‘ward to Breda. “Antwérp was invefted, and reduced in a 
few days. Nothing could withftand the French artillery dé- 
seéted by Lowendahl,.or-the army conducted by Saxe. Mone, 
weckoned ane of the ftrongeft towns in the world, held out 
a few -weeks..«°St. Gurllain and Charleroy: were-alfo 
abliged to fubnait ;:and by the roth of July, Lewis faw hiin- 
felf abfolute mafter of Flanders, Brabant and Hainault. 
Before this time, prince Charles of Lorraine had affumed 
/ the command of the confederate army; which being .rein- 
forced with ten thoufand Hanoverians, fix thoufand Heffians, 
three Britifh regiments, and twenty five thoufand Hunga- 
rians under count Palfi, now amounted to eighty- “fev ext 
thoufand . men, including: the Dutch. forces commanded by 
Z. the prince of Waldeck.. Coneluding that Namur would be 
she next object of the French monarch, the prince of Lor- 
j a. rane 
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-raine marclied toward ‘that shane; ane pibapied an advanta- 
geous poft in the neighbourhood, within fight of the French 
‘army, which was encamped at Gemblours. * Marefchal 
‘Saxe, who greatly furpaffed in abilities all the generals 
of the allies, not judging it prudent to_attack them info 
ftrong a fituation, attempted by other means to accom- 
plith the defigns of his ‘mafter. He accordingly reduced 
Dinant,’in the» bifhoprick of Liege, “and thereby* ac- 
quired the command of the navigation of the: 
““Namur ; while~flowendalil, by his direétion,’ 
“a town and: cattle of great importance on the! 


% and there feized a large magazine nee to ‘the wonife- 
~ derates. } Sau 

In confequence of the reduétion of thofe two places, the 
French became mafters of the navigation of the Maefe; and 
by cutting off the communication of the confederates with © 
Maeftricht, obliged prince Charles, from {carcity of provi- 
fions, to quit his poft, and abandon Namur to its fate. 
This place, rendered famous by many fieges, is fituated, as I 
have formerly had occafion to obferve, at the conflux of the 
-Saipbre and the Maefe. The citadel is built upon a fteep 
rock ;\and twelve other ‘forts, on ‘the ‘ridges’ of the neigh- 
bouring mountains, feém to .render it inacceffible td any at- 
tack. ‘The garrifon confifted of nine thoufand Dutch and 
Avuftrians, who defended the werks ‘with equal fkill and Te- 
folution ; yet fo: powerful ee well-dire&ted was the fire of 
the French artillery, that the town was forced'to’furrender 
on the fixth; and the citadel on the fixteenth day of thé fiege. 

Meanwhile the confederate army, which! was encamped in 
the neighbourhood of Maefiricht, being reinforced by fome 
“Bavarian and Britith battalions under fr John Ligonier, . 
prince Charles refolved to give. battle to the main body of 
the enemy, while weakened by the detachment that conduct- 
ed the fierce cf Namur. With this view he paffed the 
Maefe, and advanced toward the French camp ; but found 
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omnarefchal Saxe fo advantageouily potted at Tongres, that he 
‘judged, it prudent to march back to Maeflricht.. He was 
) feverely harraffed in: his, retreat. . The confederates, how- 

ever, behayed with ene fois and at laft.even See their 

purfuers., _ 


»- But the save: <a ets as afer Pita 2 
j aethion: with the oops that, had reduced Namur, paifed . 


the Jaar at the head of the whole French army ; and, the al- 


lies, fenfible that.he meant to attack them, took poffefion of - 


the villa of Leirs, Warem, and Roucoux. They drew 
/ up.their forces in order of battle, and made every preparation 
for receiving him... At break of day, the French 6 
army advanced in three columns, and about noon a 

terrible cannonading. began... By two o’clock tbe’ prince 


~ fs 


of Waldeck, who, commanded on the left of the confede- . 


fates, and, againft. whom the enemy chiefly .dire&ed their 
-force; was compelled to give way. The three villages were 
_attacked, at the fame time, by fifty-five battalions, in bri- 
gades, As foon as one brigade was repulfed, another advan- 
. ced.; fo that the confederates, fatigued with continual fight- 
ing, and being, by an, unaccountable neglect, ina great 
_meafure eee of artillery, while the French played > upon 
. them with above an hundred pieces of cannon, were at laft 
poled to abandon the villages, and retreat toward Maeftricht. 
They loft five thoufand men ; and the French, who did not 
_attempt to.purfue them, near, ten thoufand. With. this bat- 
~ tle, in, which the Auftrians bad little fhare, and which was 
FE ttended with no important confequences, the operations of 
the campaign in the Low Countries ended. * Both armies, 
“dllatiched with the iffue of the aétion, and.as if afhamed of 
fuch an idle wafte of blood, went foon after into winter- 

' quarters. 
_ Happily for the allies, the houfe es Bourbon was lefs fuc- 
_ cefsful this furmmer in Icaly, though artful meafures had been 
: taken during the winter, to acquire an abfolute fuperiority 
_ over the houfe of Auftria in that country; where Don 
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Philip and Maillebois, who had carried every thing before 
them the preceding campaign, were ftill at the head of pow- 
erful armies. Lewis XV. was no fooner informed: of the 
defection of the king of Pruffia, than he made, without con- 
fulting the court of Madrid, advantageous propofals to the 
king of Sardinia; and thefe propofals were accepted, and a 
ceflation of hoftilities figned*. . But Lewis had foon reafon 
to repent of his rafhnefs.. The king, or rather the queen of 
Spain who was {till at the head of the adminiftration, en- 
raged at any difmemberment. of the poffeffions intended for 
the infant Don Philip, reproached the.sing of France: with a 
breach of the treaty of Fontambleau ; and although matters 
were afterward adjufted between the two courts, and the 
treaty with the king of Sardinia, though fo far, advanced, 
broken off, their interefts fuffered feverely by this mifunder- 
ftanding, which produced a temporary jealoufy between the 
French and Spanifh armies. An almoft total ination was 
the confequence ; and that inaction gave rife to new jealou- 
fies, and mutual accufations, which led:to the greateft mis- 
fortunes. sO 
Meanwhile the king of Sardinia, the moft politic prince of 
his’ tinie, having in vain folicited the figning of the definitive 
treaty with France, made himfelf matter of Afti, one,of the 


ftrongeft places in Italy, which was garrifoned with five « 


1. This treaty, which fecured to Don Philip, befide Parma and Placentia, 
a fhare of the duchy of Milan and all ‘Cremona, had for its chief obje&, on 
the part of the king of Sardinia, the independency of Italy.» It therefore pro- 
vided, That no Italian flate fhould be united to the crown of France; Spdin, 


ox the imperial crown. (Mem. #e Noailles,tom. ivi) Such a policy was pet= 


fedtly found, and confiftent with the character and fituation of the king of 
Sardinia as one of the Italian princes, but treacherous as one of the confede= 
rate and fubfidiary powers. Yet has the fidelity of his Sardinian Majefly 
been univerfally extolled, becaufe this treaty, to which he pofitively acceded, 
and other fecret negociations and intrieues in. which he was engaged, and 
which were defeated by accidental circumiftances, have hitherto remained in 
a great meafure uvknown. So precarious a.thing is human virtue! and fo 
fittle connexion often have the feemingly meritorious actions of men with the 
fentimenss of honopr, or the real motives that influence their ‘conduct. 
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thoufand’ French troops.’ The prétext affigned for this vio- 

lation of his engagements was, the’ danger of the’ citadel of 
Milan falling into the hands of the Spaniards, who were pre- 

paving to befiege it; but his true motive was, a defire of re- 

covering the confidence of his old, or of bringing matters to 

a crifis with his new allies:' The fuccefs of the meafute ex- 
ceeded his moft fanguine expectations. The confederates 
were confirmed in their opinion of his good faith, and the” 

king of France was ftill amufed with affurances. of friend: 

fhip. Don Philip aceufed Maillebois “of treachery, for tot 

attempting to Te ey ‘And the Spaniards; having no 

reliance’ on their allies, immediately raifed the fiéce of ‘the 

citadel of Milan, and marched to Pavia; while the French 

general, afraid that his communication with Genoa and Pro- 

vence might be cut off by the Auftrians, whofe flrength in-" 
creafed every day i in Italy, evacuated all the countries in the 

neighbourhood - ‘ef the T'anaro and the Po, and retired to 

Novi. 

The Auftrian army, - under prince Ki giitos now 
amounted to forty thoufand men, and that of the king of 
Sardinia to thirty-fix»thoufand. Havingno formidable ene+ 
my ‘to’ 6ppofe them, by reafon of the mifunderftanding ‘be- 
tween the French and Spaniards, they recovered all cae Pied- 
montefe fortreffes ; and entering the duchy of Milan, drove 
Maillebois from Novi, ravaged the territory of Cremona, 
and took Ladi, Guaftalla, Parma, and. othex places... Mean 
time, a reconciliation-having: been brought about betweem 
thestourts“of Verfailles and Madrid, Maillebois formed a 
junion ‘with Don Philip at Placenti ia, and a relolution was 
taken to force the Auftrian camp at St. pare before the 
atrival of the king of Sardinia; » An attack was aceordingly 
made and fupported with great intrepidity ; but fo mafterly 
swas the conduct of prince Lichtenftein, and fo obftinate the 

4 Mem. de Noailles; tom. iv. And he would have ordered that general to 
be arrefiéd, had Ap heat not been moderated ris the “count. -. Ga ages, whe 
commanded under-hin, 14. ibid, 
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“eourage ‘of the Auftrians, that the affailants were compelled 
to retire, after a bloody conteft of nine hours, leaving fix 
thoufand men: dead on the field, and about an epitatis number 


vy 


wounded. 

Soon after this difafter, Don Philip and his affociates re- 
ceived intelligence of an event which threw them into few 
perplexity ; namely, the death of Philip. V. of Spain. Weak, 


but virtuous, he was governed fucceflively by two ambitious 


women, who infufed frefh fpirit into the Spanifh councils, 
and roufed him, notwithftanding his natural indolence, to the 
shott vigorous meafures and moft arduous enterprifes.. The 
firft’ prince of the houfe of Bourbon, who fat upon the 
Spanith throne, under his reign, the flambering genius of the 
nation began to revive, and with it the {plendour’ of the mo- 
natchy. He was fueceeded by his fon Ferdinand VI. who 
at firft embraced with ardour the principles of the union be- 


tween. to the two branches of the houfe of Bourbon, and re- ~ 


folved.ftcadily to purfue the objets for which that union: 
had been formed by Elizabeth Farnefe, the eee 
who ftill direted the councils of Madrid. 

Don Philip and Maillebois, however, ignorant of the 

fentiments of the new king in regard tothe Italian war, and 
hard preffed by the allies, were defireus of fecuring a com- 
munication with France. A retreat was accordingly agreed 
upon. ‘This was thought a defperate’ expedient, as'the king 
of Sardinia had now joined the Aufirian’ army, and: aft 
fumed’ the chief command. But without the-affurance |of 
inmediate fupport, it was perhaps the beft that could be 
adopted in fuch cireumftantes, as the French and Spaniards: 
were in danger of being fhut up between the Po, the Lam~ 
bro, the Tidona, and the Role: by a vaftly fuperior and: 
victorious force. 

The retreat was conducted with great ability. by he court 
de Maillebois, fon of. ithe marefehal of ‘that name He’ led 
“the van,-and his*father and the count de ‘Gages’ brought up 
“the rear ;. yet could = notvprevent: tthe Bate of Sardinia: 


- 


from: 


wie | ors ye 7 
* » a | 

* 
+ . 


‘Let XXX] MODERN EUROPE. 91 


from attacking them to’ advantage at Rotto Fredo, where 
they behaved with great gallantry, but fuftained a fevere lofs. 


The furrender of Placentia, which was defended by four 


thoufand mén, under the marquis de Caftello, was the’confe- 

quence of this victory. 

The Piedmontefe ‘and Auftrians, conducted by the King 
of Sardinia, affifted by the generals Botta and Brown (prince 
Lichtenftein having been obliged to retire on account of his 
ill {tate of health) now advanced, to Tortona, which was 
furrendered to them, while the French and Spaniards took 
fhelter under'the cannon of Genoa. Here it was expected 
they would have made a ftand, as that city, by its fituation, 

“4s very capable of defence. But the marquis de las Minas, 
whovhad fucceeded the count de Gages.in the command 
under Don Philip, did not judge it prudent to hazard the lofs 
of the remains of the Spanifh army. Maillebois concurred 

~ 4n his:opinion , ‘fo that the Genoefe, after repeated affuran- 
ces of fupport, were abandoned to their fate. Don Philip 
retired toward Savoy, which was full in his poffeffion, and 

Maillebois into Provence. 

“The oe of the French and Spaniards was immediately 
followe by the furrender of Genoa. That haughty repub- 
lic was fubje&ted to the moft humiliating conditions, and the 
proud city loaded with oppreflive and arbitrary contributions. 
‘Fhe arrogance and rapacity of Botta, the Auftrian general, 
to whom the command of the place was committed, exceed- 
ed all:defcription. And he was encouraged in his tyranni- 
eal proceedings by the court of Vienna ; which, deaf to the 
fupplications of a diftreffed people, feemed determined to re- 
duce the Genoefe to the loweft flate of wretchednefs. His 
moft cruel exactions, and even thofe of Coteck, the commif- 
fary-general, who furpaffed him in rapacity, were thought 
too mild and moderate. 

The Auftrian,and Piedmontefe armies having nos no 
enemy to encounter, the commanders were employed, fora 
time, in. deliberating toward what quarter they fhould turn 
pls s+ 12 ; thea 
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their! arms. Botta, who knew -how much. the heart of his 
~ miftrefs was fet upon recovering Naples, propofed that the 


Don Philip. : 


~ event, would have..been under the neceflity of, deferting 


Genoefe {hould.be compelled to. furnith tranfports for invad- 
ing that kingdom, And ‘had fuch inyafion. been inftantly 
undertaken, it could not, have failed. of fuccefs, as the king of 
Naples hadfew, regulartroops befide thofe in the Tey of 


_. The confequences of. fuch .a peers to. comes Britain : 
would have been of the utmoft importance. ;, Spain, im ,that . 


France, and concluding a feparate peace. And fhe would 
have, been. obliged. to.purchafe .it. with the facrifice of-her 


-_moft valuable,commercial interefts, by, giving up, her,exclu- 
five-right,.to the trade _of..her, American.,dominions. » The 
_two gveat. branches of the houfe of Bourbon would have been 


difunited ; and England and Auftria would have given law 
to, France, after having obtained their own) conditions from 
the Catholic king 3. ; = 
But the king of. Sardinia had other snomceBgi to. manage. 
He defired nothing lefs than to fee the houfe of Auftria -all- 


~ powerful. in Italy... He therefore perfuaded the court of Lon- 


..dons; which, held the purfe, and: confequently. tools, the lead, | 
in the courfe of a long and expenfive war, Thatit would, be 


more advantageous to\the common caufe to amyade France.; 
and that. by the co-operation of ,the.Britifh fleet, not, only 
Anubes, but Toulon and Marfeilles, might fpeedily be reduced. 
The confent of the court of Vienna-was obtained, and count 


. Brown, entered Provence at the, head.of fifty thoufand men. 
- Advancing as far as Draguignan, he laidithe whole country 
- under: contribution; while baron. Roth invefted, Antibes, 


ws 


swhich was.at the fame time bombarded bya, Britifh guar 


dron,, ender vice-admiral Medley, But the, marefchal de 
Belleife, aman. fruitful in refources, and intimately acquaint- 


- ed, with-the.whole feience of war, Raa fuceeeded. Maile: 


“it res si ea 


3 Men, de Noailles, tom, iv., “Aataaie Je les Ae “elise 
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' BOW it the command of the French army, fo effetually cut 


off the provilions of the invaders, and otherwife harrafled 
them, that the Auftrian general, though able, aétive, and’en- 
terprifing; found himfelf under the neceffity of repaffing the 
Var; and the fiege’ of Antibes was relinquifhed, after many 
fruitlefs efforts both by fea and land, the place being ¢ gallant- 
ly defended by the chevalier de Sade. — 

“The utter failure of this expedition was partly seas toa 
very fingular change of fortune in [taly. "The inhabitants 
of Genoa, driven to defpair by the oppreffions of the Auf- 


trians, had rifen againft their conquerors, and expelled them, 


‘Yhough’ degenerate even to a proverb, they feemed infpired 
with all their ancient fpirit of liberty, when they felt the gall- 
ing fetters'of flavery, and refolved to attempt the recovery of 
tliat freedom which they had wanted valour to defend. Se- 
<tetly encouraged in this bold purpofe by fome of the fena- 
‘tors, who alfo dire&ted their meafures, they flew to arms, de- 


termined to perifh to a man, rathér than live any longer in 


fuch a cruel and ignominious fervitude.' And fo firm wag 
their perfeverance in this refolution, and fo vigorous the Im- 
pulfe by*which they were actuated, that the marquis de 
Botta, after having fuftained great lofs, in a variety of ftrugs 
gles, and been driven from every 1mportant poft, was obliged 
finally to evacuate the city.. Nor did the patriotic zeal of 
the Génoefe ftop here’: they took the moft effe@tual fteps 
for ‘their future fecurity, confcious that they were {till fur- 
Founded by their oppreffors. 

"The'naval’ tranfaCtions of this year do little honour ‘ta 
the 'Britifh flag. © Nothing of any importance happened in 
the Weft Indies: Th the Eaft Indies, commodore Peyton, 
who commanded fix ftout thips, fhamefally declined a fecond 
éngagement with a french fquadron of equal ‘or inferior 
foreé; and la Bourdonnais, the French commander, in can: 
fequence of Peyton’s cowardice, made himfelf matter af the 
Englifh fettlement at Madras, on,the coaft of Coromandel, 


ote) 


No event of any contequence happened’ on the coaft ot 
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North America, though the campaign in that query feemed: 
big with the greateft revolutions. 

The Britith miniftry, encouraged by. the olin of Lonif 
bourgh, and the confequent conqueft of the ifland of | Cape 
Breton, had projeéted the redu€tion of Quebec, the capital 
of Canada, or New France, firuated on the river St. Lau- 
rence, and acceffible to thips of the ereatett force. — Intelli- 
gence to this purpote was accordingly fent to the governors 
of the Englith colonies in North America, and a body of pro- 
vincial troops was raifed, in order to favour the attempt. Six 
regiments were prepared for embarkation at Portfmouth, and 
every thing feemed to promife fuccets. But the failing of the 
fleet and tranfports was poitp soned, by unaccountable delays, 
till the feafon of action in thofe climates was pail. A new 
direCtion was therefore given to the etiterprife, that the ar- 
mament ‘might not feem aliogether ufélefs to the nation. “A 


defcent was made on the coaft of France, in hepes of fur- - 


priling Port POricat, the repofitory of the ftores belonging 
to the French Eaft India company. But'this proje& alfo 
failed ; though riot without alarming the enemy, and fhew- 
ing the poffibility of hurting France in her very vitals, by 
means of fuch an armament, if well appointed and vigoroully 
éonducted. Leftock, who commanded the fleet, did not pro- 
perly fecond the .efforts of the army; which, being. befide 
deftitute of heavy cannon, could make no impreffion on the. 
place +. 

The French mifearried in ar enterprife-of a fimilar na- 
ture, and of equal magnitude. A formidable armainent was 
prepared at Breft for the recovery of Cape Breton, and the 
teduction of the Englith fettlement of Annapolis. Tt con- 
hfted of near forty ihips of war, eleven of which were of 
the line; two artillery thips, and fifty:fix tranfportsy ‘laden 
with provifions and militar’ y ftores,.and carrying three thou- 
fand five hundred land forces, auth iouy thoufan ad fand of 


4. Contin, of Rapin, vol. ix, Smollett, vol. xi, 
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fmall arms, for the ufe of the Canadians and Indians in, the. 


French intereft, who were expected to co-operate with the . 


troops. The fleet failed in June, but did not reach the coaft 
of Nova Scotia till the beginning of September. A dreadful - 
mortality prevailed on board the tranfports ; and the whole 
fleet was attacked by furious and repeated ftorms, and either 
wrecked or difperfed. D*Anville, the admiral, made his 
_ Way with a few (hips to Quebec ; while de la Jonquier, who 
commanded the land-forces, and had boafted that he was. 
fubdue all the Englith fettlements on the continent of Ame~.: 
_ fica, finding his men-reduced to a handful, returned to F. rance 
without attemptiag any thing °. . 
The court of Verfailles having difcovered a feeming de- 
fire of peace, a congrefs was opened at Breda, toward the 
clofe of the campaign; but the French were fb infolent in 
their demands, that the conferences were foon broken off, 
and all parties prepared for war with an increafe of vigour 
and animofity. The States General, who had hitherto acted 
@ thamefully timid and difingenuous part, more hurtful than 
beneficial to the caufe they pretended to aid, now became 
ferioully fenfible of their danger, and of the neceffity of a 
clofer alliance with the courts of London and Vienna, or of 
throwing themfelves into the arms of France, refolved to take 
effeftual meafures for oppofing the defigns of that. power- 
ful and ambitious neighbour. With this view, they engaged 
to augment their quota of troops, in the Netherlands, to fore 
ty thoufand: the king of Great Britain agreed to furnifh an 
equal number; and the empre(fs-quecn, fupported by Britith 
money, promifed to fend fixty thoufand Auttrians to act in © 
gonjunction with them. Bedide this grand army, intended to 
fet bounds to the conquefts of Lewis XV. an army of nine- 
ty thoufand Auftrians and Piedmontefe, under the king of 
Sardinia, another fovereign in Britith pay, was to enter Pro- 


5. Millote. Voltaire. 
we Gh L4 : _-syence, 


4g: THE HISTORY OF » » [Pant 


FSR 5 while a {maller body fhould keep the king of N waa 
in awe.) ¥- BISA seit of ao oO Hele OU PTL 
Nor was the houfe a Sea gt unprepared. for aie a 
competition... ‘The, king: of France had ordered an army of 
one hundred and, fifty thoufand men to. be affembled in the 
a ctherlands ; : and, in order to give greater firmnefs to this 
ii aamenfe force, he renewed in the perfon of marefchal Saxe 
the title of. Marefchal de Camp Generale, which had heen 
conferred on the famous Turenne, and which gave hima 
fuperiority over all the marefchals of France, and even 
ptinces of the blood, The Spanith army, under Don Philip 
in Savoy, was confiderably augmented, and fixty thoufand 
Hi rench troops were appointed to aét in Provence. A final 
trial of ‘ftrength feemed refolved on by all parties. » 10 
The evand army of the confederates took the field, in three 
‘bodies. toward the end of March. . The duke of Cumber- 
land, with the Britifh troops, Hanoverians, and 
Heffians, fixed his head quarters: at, ‘Tilberg, in 
Datch Brabant ; the prince of Waldec, with the troop’, of 
the States-general, was potted at Breda; and marefchal 
Bathiani affembled the Auftrians and Bavarians in the neigh- 
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bourhood of Venlo. The whole army, which amounted to 
an hundred and twenty thousand men, day inactive: for fix 
weeks, expofed to the inclemency, of the weather, and almoft 
deftitute of forage and provifions; while marefchal ‘Saxe, 
fenfible that the firft care of a general is the health of Bis 
foldiers, kept his troops warm within their cantonments at 
Bruges, Antwerp, and Bruffels, furnifhed. with plenty of 
every thing, and under no neceffity of encountering unavail- 
ing fatigues. This. inactivity, which is, faid to have been 
occafioned by the negligence \of. the Dutch and Auftrian 
commiflaries, deprived the confederates of all the advaptages 
they had promifed themfelves, from an. early campaign, be- 
fide damping the ardour of the troops, and we cakenting = m 
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~>) Meanwhile marefchal Saxe, having fettled with the French 
miniftry the plan of operations, took the field at the head of 
*a'prodigious army j and immediately detached count 
‘Loendahl, wich twenty-feven thoufand men to in- 
svade Dutch Brabant. At the fame time, the F rench minifter 
at the Hague prefented a memorial to the States, in the name 
of his matter, notifying, That his moft Chriftian majefty, 1 ia 
“thus entering the territories of the republic (a ftep to which 
“he was forced by the neceffity of war) had no defign of com- 
ing to a rupture with their High Mightineffes. He meant 
“only to obviate the dangerous effects of the protection they 


April 16. 


‘afforded to’ the troops of the queen of Hungary and the: 


-king of England; that he had accordingly Se the 
commander of his troops to obferve the ftricteft difcipline, 
and on no account to offer any difturbaice to the religion, 
government, or commerce of the republic. And he conclud- 
‘ed with declaring, That he would confider the places and 
“countries he fhould be oblized to take poffeffion of for his 
‘own fecurity, merely as a pledge, which he promifed to re~ 


‘ftore, as foon as the United Provinces fhould give convin-. 


cing proofs that they would no longer affift the enemies of 
his ‘crown. — : 

* While the States-reneral were deliberating on this memo- 

tial; which was chiefly intended to amufe the Dutch popu- 

~ Jace, Lowendahl made himfelf mafter of Sluys, Sandburg, 

‘Hulft, ‘and many other fortified places of no fmall import- 

ance} the confe: 

fand Britith troo 

"were obliged by t 


lerates, though reinforced with feven thou- 
ot daring to oppofe his progrefs, They 
pofition to cover Breda and Boifleduc ; 
“were jealoufly watched by mareichal 


‘and ali theit motior 
Saxe, wha covered’ AA atwer p, and the other French conquefts 
im hig Low Countrigs, with an hundred and twenty thou- 
fang men ° °° Thus {edure, Lowendahl pufhed his cong uelts 
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$m Dutch Brabant; and having taken poffeffion of Axel'and: — 
‘Terneufe, was making preparations fora defcent upon Zea- 


land, when a Britifh fquadron defeated his purpofe, and a 
revohution in the sues of Holland made a retreat ne-: 
ceffary.: rn 

Struck with oleate at the ncaa of the French 
arms, the inhabitanys of the United Provinces, believing 
themfelves betrayed by their rulers, clamoured loudly againft 
the minitry of the republic. The friends of the prince of 
Orange did not neglect fo favourable an opportunity of pro- 
moting his intereft. They encouraged the difcontents of the 
people; they exaggerated the public danger ; they reminded 
their countrymen of the year 1672, when Lewis XIV. was 
at the gates of Am{terdam, and the republic was faved by 
the ele€tion of a fladtholder. And they exhorted their fel- 
low citizens to turn their eyes on William Henry Frizo, the 
Hineal defeendant of thofe heroes, who had eftablifhed the li- 
berty and independency of the United Provinces ; extolling 
his virtues and talents, his ability, qamael juftice, and un- 
fhaken love of his-country. 

Inflamed by fuch reprefentations, and their apparently def- 
perate fituation, the people rofe in many places, and coms 
pelled their magiftrates to declare the prince of Orange 
fiadtholder ; a dignity which had been laid afide fince. the 
the death of William ITE His popularity daily increafed ; 
meee and at laft, after being elected by feveral particular 
i provinces, he was appointed, in the general affem- 

bly of the States, *‘ Stadtholder, captain general, and admiral 
«* i chief of all the United Provinces.” 
On that ocvafion, count Bentinck, who introduced the 
new ftadtholder, addreffed the States-general in the following 
words :—* I doubt not but the prince I bave.the honour te 
* prefent to you, willtread in the fteps of his glorious ancef, . 
“ tors: will heartily concur with us ini@elivering from danger 
« the republic now invaded, and preferve us from the yoke of 
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«a treacherous and deceitful neighbour, who makes a jeft 
** of good faith, honour, and the moft folmen treaties 7.” 
The benefici 1 effets of this revolution to the common 
caufe of the confederates foon appeared in feveral vigorous 
meafures. The States-general immediately gave orders, That 
no provifions or warlike ftores fhould be exported out of 
their dominions, except for the ufe of the allied army ; that 
a fleet fhould be equipped, and the militia regularly armed 
and difciplined. They fent agents to feveral German courts, 
in order to treat for the hire of thirty thoufand additional 
troops to their army: a council of war was eftablithed, for 
enquiring into the conduct of the governors who had given 
up the frontier-towns; and orders were iffued for com- 
mencing hoftilities againft the fubjects of France, both by 
fea and land, though without any formal declaration of war. 
During all thefe tranfactions the duke of Cumberland lay 
inactive, over-awed by the fuperior generalfhip, rather than 
the fuperior force, of the French commander, who ftill cons 
tinued to watch him. At length the king of France arrived 
at Bruffels, and it was refolved to undertake the fiege of 
Maeftricht. With that view marefchal Saxe, hav- 
ing called in his detachments, adyanced towards 
Louvain; and the confederates, perceiving his defign, en- 
deavoured by forced marches to get poffeffion of the Heights 
of Herdeeren, an advantageous poft in the neighbourhood of. 
the threatened city. But in this they were difappointed, 
The enemy had occupied the poft before their arrival, and 


ay 22. 


were preparing to tufh down upon them, in order to get be- 
tween their main body and Maeftricht, by turning their left 
wing. An engagement was now become unavoidable. The 
duke of Cumberland, therefore, difpofed his farmy in order 
of battle, on the evening of the 3oth of June ; and very judici- 
oully directed fome regiments of Britith infantry, during the 
night, to take poffeffion of the village of Val in the front of 
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his left ‘wing; which extended to Wirle, within a few fditeso€ 
‘Maeftricht, and was compofed of Englifh, Heffians, and Ha- 
' woverians. The Auftrians,’ under marefchal Bathiani, whe 
lay at Bilfen, compofed the right of the confederate army 3. 
and the Dutch, Cader the panee of Waldeck, oceupied the, 
“eentre. 

» Matters being thus prepared, both armies waited with im- 
Pies. patiénce'the approach of morning. As foonas ve was 
light, the French cavalrv made a great fhew upon 
the heights of Herdeeren, in order to conceal the motions of 
their infantry ; which appeared, foon after, commg down in- 
to the plain, through a valley between the hills near Rem- 
pert, formed m a vaft column, of nine’ or ten battalions in 
front and as many deep, and bearing direGtly on the village 
of Val. ‘They fuffered feverely, in their approach, from the 
artillery of the confederates ; and the Britith mufquetry fa- 
luted them with fo warm a fire, that the front of the column 
was broken and difperfed. Not difcouraged by’ this repulfe, 
frefh battalions continued to advance to ‘thé’ attack, with 


wonderful alacrity and’ perfeverance }) fo" that the’ Britifh’ 


troops in Val, overpowered by numbers, and exhaufted with 
fatigue, were'at laft obliged to give way. © Being, however, 
opportunely fupported by. three frefh’ ‘regiments, they Teco? 
vered their footing in the village, and’ drove ont the enemy 
with great flaughter. ‘The battle now wore {6 favourable 
an afpect, that the duke of Cumberland ordéred the aétion’ 
tobe made general; ‘and victory feemed ready to declare for 
the confederates, when ahi unforefeen <circumftances 
difappoimted their hopes): "a" 
The motion of the Auftrians under Ba Gin? on the right 
-wing of the~alhed army, was fo flow ‘as to be equal to an’ 
aimoft total ination ®; fo that marefchal Saxe, apprehend- 
ing 

8. This ination of the Aufirian general j is faid to Shave tice occafioned by 
the following circumftance. Qn the eve of. the battle, when a French dee 
tachment only was fuppofed to have occupied the heights of Herdeeren, 
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ing no danger from, that quarter, was able to turn the whole 


»weight of the French army againft the. village of Val, and 


not only finally to regain poffeffion of it, after it had been, 


three times loft and won, but to break entirely the left. wing 
of. the confederates, im’ fpite of all the efforts of the duke, of 
Cumberland, who exerted himfelf with great courage, and 
-no incontiderable {hare of condud. The Dutch, in the 
centre, inftead of fupporting the. broken wing, fell back in 
diforder, and overthrew, in their flight, five Auftrian batta- 
lions, that. were advancing flowly, to the charge. The 


French followed. their. blow ; and, having totally routed the 


centre,, divided»the right. wing ofthe allied arnry, from the 
left... Atthis dangerous crifis, when. marefchal Saxe hoped 
to cut off the retreat of the confederates, and even to make 
the duke of Cumberland his captive; fir John Ligonier, who 
commanded the Britifh cavalry, rufhed at the head of three 
regiments of dragoons, and.fome fquadrons of heavy horfe, 


upon. the, victorious,.enemy. «He bore. down every. thing 


before him ;, and although he was himfelf taken prifoner, by 


purfuing too far, he procured the duke of Cumberland, time * 


to. colle& his feattered forces, and to retire without molefta- 
tion to Maeftricht. . The. confederates loft about Avg: and 


the French near ten J thoufand men °. 


Such was the obftinate and bloody, but partial baie of 


Val, or Laffeldt, in which the Britith troops. diftinguifhed 
themfelves greatly: and, if properly fupported, would have 


_ gained.a.complete victory. Hence the bon mot of Lewis KV. 
_ that. «the Englih not only i but fought all !”—-The 


- 


action was followed. by no important confequences.. The 
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‘aka Barhiani ed pebie of the duke of Cumberland, to atta cle 


the enemy bef fe they were reinforced, declaring he would anfwer for the 
fuccefs of the enterprife” The duke, feed of acceding to the propofal i 
afked him, hy way of reply, where he fhould be found, in'cafe he was wanted. 
1 thall always be found, ” faid Bathiani, *¢ at the head of yxy troops!” 
and retired in difguft. — Z 
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duke’ of Cumberland, having remforced thé garrifon of 
Maeftricht, paffed the Maefe, in the neighbourhood of that 
city, and extended his army toward Vit, in the duchy of 
Limburg. The French army remained at Tongreés, near 
the field of battle; and marefchal Saxe, after’ amufing the 
confederates for a while, with various and contracting move- 
ments, fuddenly detached count Lowendahl, with thirty thou- 


- fand men, to inveft Bergen-op-Zoom, the ftrongeft fortifica- 


‘tion in Dutch Brabant, and the favourite work of the famous 


Cochorn. 
This place had never been taken, and was generally deem-= 


ed impregnable ; as, befide its great natural and artificial 


ftrength; it can at all times be fupplied with ammunition and 


' provifions, in {pite of the befiegers, by means of two canals, 


called the Old and New Harbour, which communicate with 
the Scheld, and are navigable every tide. It was defended by 
a garrifon of three thoufand men, under the prince of Heffe 
Philipftahl, when Lowendahl fat down before it; and the 
prince of Saxe Hildburghaufen, who was fent to its relief, 
with an army of twenty battalions and fourteen {quadrons, 
took poffeffion of the lines belonging to the fortification, 
and‘ from which the garrifon could be reinforced on ‘the 
fhorteft notice. As foon as the trenches were opened, old 
baron Cronftrom, governor of Dutch Brabant, affumed the 
command in the town, and preparations were made for the 

moft vigorous defence. Meanwhile Lowendahl 

July 35. 

conducted his aes with great judgment and 

fpirit ;-and although he @oi® 


proaches, by the warm ane 


ja number of men, m his ap= 
nremitted fire of the garrifon, 
he was fo effeCtually and fpeedily reinforced, by detach« 
ments from the army under marefchal Saxe, that he began 


very early to have hopes of fuceefs. He was even attempt. _ 


ing to ftorm two of the out-forts, when lord John Murray’ 
regiment of Scottifh Highlanders, by a defperate: fally, beat 


off the affailants, and burnt fome of their principal batteries. 


Other fallies were made with efeé; mines were {prung on 


both 
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both fides, and every inftrument of deftruGtion employed, for 
the fpace of fix weeks after this repulfe. Nothing ‘was to be 
feen but fire and fmoke, nothing heard but the perpetual 


- roar of bombs and cannon ; the town was laid ‘in afhes, the 


trenches were filled with carnage !—And the fate of Bergen- 
op-Zoom, on which the eyes of all Europe were fixed, 
feemed {till doubtful, as the works were yet in a great meafure 
entire, when Lowendahl boldly carried it by affault, » 

. That experienced general, and great mafter in the art of 
reducing fortified places, having dbhereed a ravelin, and two 
baftions fomewhat damaged, refolved to ftorm all three at 
once. As the breaches were not fuch as could be deemed 
practicable, the governor had taken no precaution againit an 
affault: and that very circumftance induced Lowendahl, pre- 
fuming on fuch negligence, to-hazard the attempt. He ac- 
cordingly affembled his troops in the dead of night ; whea 
the ordinary centinels only were on duty, and the greater 
part of the garrifon was buried in fecurity and repofe. The 
affault was made at four in the morning, by the French 
gtenadiers, who threw themfelves into the foffe, 
mounted the breaches, forced open a fally-port, and 
entered the place almoft without refiftance. The High- 
landers however affembled in the market-place, and fought 
like furies, till two-thirds of them were cut in pieces. But 
that was the only oppofition the affailants met with, The 
troops in the lines inftantly difappeared ; all the forts in the 
neighbourhood furrendered ; and the French became matters 
ef the whole navigation | of the. a 

The news of this event occafiomed great furprize at Lon- 
don, and threw the"United Provinces into the utmoft con- 
fternation.. The joy of the French was proportionally great. 
Lewis KV. no fooner received intelligence of the taking of 
Bergen-op-Zoom, fan he promoted ‘count. Lowendahl to 
the rank of a marefchal of France; and having appointed 


Sept. 14. 
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count Saxe governor of the conquered Netherlands, he ro- 
turned in triumph to Verfailles. “ The peace,” faid the 
penetrating and viCtorious governor, “ lies i in Maeftricht"! a 
—But the fiege of that important place being : referved for 
next campaign, boih the French and the allies went mto win- 
ter-quarters, without engaging in any new enterprize. 

Fortunately for the confederates, the F rench were not - 
equally fuccefsful on the frontiers of Italy, during this cam- 
paign ; although the marefchal de Belleifle, early in the fea- 
fon, faw himfelf at the head of a powerful army in Pro< 
vence, which threatened to carry every, thing before it. He 
paffed the Var, in the month of April, and took poffeffion of ' 
Nice. He reduced Montalban, Villafranca, and Ventimig- 
lia almoft without refiftance, and obliged the Auftrians, un~ 
der count Brown, to retire toward Final and Savona. Nor 
were thefe the moft important confequences of his. expedi- 
tion. 

The court of. Vienna, enraged at the revolt of. the Ge- 
neofe, was refolyed to reduce them again to fubjeGtion, and 
feverely to chaftife the capital of the republic. Count Schuy= 
lemberg, who had fucceeded the marquis de Botta in the 
chief command of Italy, was accordingly ordered to inveft 
Genoa, with a powerful army of Auftrians and Piedmontefe. 
Meanwhile the king of France, fenfible of the importance of 
that city to the caufe ‘of the houfe of Bourbon, had remitted 
large fums, in order to enable the inhabitants to put it ine 
potture of defence; and, befide engineers and officers to difs 
cipline the troops of thespepublic, he ent thither a body of 
four thoufand five a. under the duke .of Boufflers, 
for the greater fecurity of the place, and to animate the Ges 
noefe to.a bold refiftance. ‘The defign took effeQ. The 
citizens of Genoa refolved to perifh rather than again fubs 
mit to.the Auftrians, But the force fert againft them made. 
their fate very doubiful, 


a1. Mem, de Saxes : 
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* Schuaylemberg affembled his" ‘army AP neURiahy oF! Mila 
in'the month of January ; ; and” Raving forced ae paffage'¢ ae 
the Bochetta; entered the tettitories’ of Genoa, and appear ed” 
before the capital at the head of forty thoufand men.” As'the~ 
inhabitants obitinately refuted to. lay down their atms, and 
even treated with detifion the propofal made them of fubmit. 
ing’to the’ clemency of the court of Vienna; thé place’ was 
regularly inveftéd ; and although the Gendefé Behavéd with 
great’ piri i in feveral fallies, animated by the exainple’ of the - 
Frith troops under thé duke of Boufflers, the Auftrian ge 
netal conducted his operations with fo much fkcill,” ‘vigour, — 
and’ intrepidity, that he muft at laft have accomiplithed his 
enterprife, had ‘not his attention been diverted’ to another © 
quarter. Alarmed at the progrefs of the marefchal de Bel-’ 
leifley the ‘king of Sardinia’ and ‘count Brown reprefented to~” 
Schuylembérg the neteffity of raifing the liege of Genoa, in’ ” 
order to cover Piedmont and Lombardy. He” accordingly 
drew Of bi ¢ army, and ‘joined his Sardinian* majetty, to’the é : 
great j joy of the Genoefe ; who, in'revenge of thé injuries ~* 
they‘had’ faffered, ere the duchies SS Parma and way 
certie ot tf Hind <3 i 
The apprehenfions: big the king of Sardinia for his heredi2 ' 
tary dominions were by! Be “méans groundlefs. “While the“ 
marefchabide Belleiile lay” at’ Ventimiglia, ‘his” brother, the” : 
chevalier, atteinpted to penetrate into Piedmont, by the ‘way ~* 
of Dituphiny, “a at ‘the head of thirty thoufand’ French ‘and *’ 
Spaniards,” emulous' of glory’ pe ae fo" gallant’'a’ lea 
When he arrived at the Pafs of Ex ‘a {trong poft on ite 
north’ fide of the river Doria; he fo fourteen’ battalions of" 
Piedmontefe’ and Auftrians waiting oe him, behind’ ramparts *”’ 
of wood and ftone, lined with artillery’? “and all the paffes” 
of the Alps were fecured by detachments of thé fame’ troops." 
Not, difcouraged by: thefe obftacles, Belleifie attacked ‘the 
etre entrenchments with pac inte prey: But he’? 


‘ 
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was repulfed with lofs:in three fucceflive affaults ; and be- 
ing: determined to perifh rather than furvive a mifcarriage, 
he feized a pair of colours, and advancing at ‘the head of his 
troops, through an inceffant fire, planted them with his own 
hand on the énemy’s battlements *°. At that inftant he fell 
dead, having received the thruft of a bayonet and two muf- 
ket balls in his body. Many other officers of diftinction 
were killed; and the furvivors, difcouraged by the lofs of 
their brave commander, retired with precipitation, leaving 
behind them about five thoufand flain. : 

The marefchal de Belleifle was no fooner informed of his 
brother’s fate, than he retreated toward the Var, in order to join 
the unfortunate army from Exilles. About the fame time, the 
king of Sardinia, having aTembled an army of feyenty thou- 
fand men, threatened Dauphiny with an invafion. But ex- 
ceffive rains prevented the execution of the enterprize, and 
the campaign was clofed without any other memorable 
event. 

‘The naval tranfactions of this year were more favourable 


- to Great Britain than thofe of any other during the war. 


Her fuccefs was great almoft beyond example, but more ad- 
vantageous than glorious, as fhe had a manifeft_fuperiority of 
force in every engagement. The Englifh. fleet under. the 
admirals Anfon and Warren, confifting of eleven fail of the 
line, three fhips of fifty, and one of forty guns, fell in with 
a French fleet of fix fail of the line, in the beginning of May, 
off Cape Finifterre. The French fleet was. commanded by 
the marquis de la Jonquiere and Monf. St. George, having 
under their convoy thirty fhips laden with flores and mer- 
chandife, bound for America and the Eaft Indies.. The bat- 


to. Woltaire reprefents the chevalier de Belleifle as attempting to pull up. 
the palifades with his teeth, after being wounded in both arms. Thit i isa 
perfectly ludicrous image: and admitting the affumed fad to be true, utperly. 
inconfiftent with the dignity of hiftory. But it is by no means uncommon, 
even with the beft French writers, to excite langhter, when they mtemys the 
fublime, 
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tle began about’ four in the afternoon: “and although the 
French feamen and) commanders behaved with fingular 
courage, and difcovered no want of conduét, fix {hips of war 
and four armed Eaft Indiamen were taken ',, About fix 
weeks after this engagement, and nearly in the fame latitude, 
commodore Fox fell in with a fleet of merchantmen, from 
St. Domingo, laden with the rich. productions of that fertile 
ifland, and took forty-fix of them. . 
Admiral Hawke was no lefs fuccefsful. He failed from 
Plymouth in the beginning of Auguft, with fourteen fhips of 
the line, to intercept a fleet of French merchantmen bound 
for the Weft Indies. He ‘eruifed for fome time 6ff the coalt 
of Brittany ; and at laft the French fleet failed from the ifle 
of Aix, under convoy of nine fhips of the line, befides fri- 
gates, commanded by Monf. de Letendeur. On ‘the 14th of 
Oétober, the two fquadrons'came within fight of each other, 
about feven in the morning, in the latitude of Belleifle.. By 
noon both were engaged. The battle lafted till night, when 
fix French fhips of the line had ftruck to the Britith flag". 
The reft efeaped under cover of the darknefs; having all 
maintained; with great obftinacy, a gallant but unequal fight. 
Thefe naval victories, which in a manner annihilated the 
French fleet, and the failing of admiral Bofcawen, with a 
ftrong fquadron.and a confiderable body of land-forces, for 
the Eaft Indies, w here it was conjectured he would-not only 
recover Madrafs but reduce Pondicherry, difpofed Lewis XV. 
ferioufly to think of peace, and even to hiften to moderate. 
terms, notwithfianding the great fuperiority of his. arms. in 
the Low Countries’ “Other caufes confpired to the fame 
efeG. His finances weré almoft exhaufted: the trade ‘of his 
fubje@ts was utterly ruined: and he could no longer depend 
_ upon fupplies from the mines of Mexico and Peru, in’ the 
_prefent low ftate of the French and Spanifh navy. © The fuc- 
x GOP PME May 165.1747. Contin. of Rapin, vol. iss 
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was become an expenfive ally. His vi ws had 
defeated in Germany, by the cleyation of the grand-duke'to 
- othe: imperial throne, and. the fubfequent pacification between 
the houfés. of Auftria; Bavaria, | and Brandenburg. He was. 
ftill vi€torious in the Netherlands: but the eleCtion, of a 
Stadt older, by uniting the force of the States-general againtt 
him, left’ little hopes: of future conquefts in that quarter 3 
efpecially as. thes. ritith parliament, whofe. refources were 
“yet copious, ‘and whofe liberality feenied to know no bounds, 
had enabled their fovereign to conclude a fubfidiary treaty 
with the emprefs of Ruflia, who engaged to holdin readinefs — 
an army of thir ty thoufand men, and forty .gallies, to be em- 
eed in the fervice of | eftuiaediellermndin on the seaane.hind 
YMRS. ait Siu : k hethocusal pbyaul Ings 

Influenced: bie thefe ema the ag of France. 


made advances toward’ an accommodation both at London 
and the Hague; and all parties, the fubfidiary powers ex- 
cepted, being heartily tired of the war, it was.agreed to.open: 
~ ‘aimew congrels at Aix la~Chapelle, as foon: as the: plenipo- 
tentiaries could receive their iaftructions.:)\ ) 


Soy oe 


2 ht bees a 1s fy 
\, Inthe mean. time, :vigorous cca were 
made in every quarter ; but the preliminaries: of a-general 

. pacification were figned at Aix-la-Chapelle, and a ceflation 
of arms took place, betore any enterprife of confequence was 
undertaken, except the fiege of Maefiricht. »»Marefchal:Saxe 


invefted that important place in the beginning of April; and _ 


he concerted his; imeafares with fo smuch judgment, ‘that. 
Lowendahl was enabled to scarry on’ his operations without 
interruption, though the army of the confederates, under the 
duke of Cumberland, to the number of an hundredand ten 
thoufand men, lay inthe immediate: neighbourhood, . The 
town was defended by twenty-four battalions of Dutch. and 
Aufirian. troops, commanded: by baron @ Aylva, who. oppofed. 


whe befiegers with great fkill and refolution, “They profe- 


+ 
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. enedothieis -wecigomatatoen with incredible stdets rs) 
and effected, at laft; ‘a lodgment in the covered way, after an 
- obftinate difpute, in which they loft two thoufand of their 


beft troops. But they were diflodged next day, by the gal- 
lantry of the’ gee which Hem SRC frefh courage from 
thisfuccefs. 9. ik 
“© Such was'the doubtful, Soni even bedwieiiseit ftate of the 
fiege of Maeftricht, when intelligence arrived of the figning 
of the preliminaries, and orders for a-ceffation of arms. Yet 
was it agreed by the plenipotentiaries, « That for the glory 
+ of: mepeee of his moft Chriftian majefty,” the place 
fhould. be immediately furrendered to his general, but re~ 
ftoreds on the conclufion of the peace, with all its 4. p, Ha 
magazines. and: artillery:»» Marefchal ‘Saxe ac- “May 3- 
cordingly took poffeffion of Maeftricht, while the garrifon’ 
marched out with the cuftomary honours of war.) 

» Batalthough the negociation was thus far advanced in the 
beginning of fummer, fo many-were the difficulties {tarted by 
the plenipotentiaries of the diiferent powers, -that it was the: 
month *of*Qtober before matters could be finally fettled. 


. Meanwhile hoftilities were’ carried on both in the Eaft and 
Weft Indies; but no memorable event took place. Admiral 


Bofeawen failed in an attempt to reduce the French fettle~ 
ment» of -Pondicherry, on the coaft of Coromandel; and 
admiral’ Knowles, in an attack upon St. Jago de Cuba. 
Knowles, however; took Port Lewis, on the fouth fide of 
Hifpaniola, and demolithed the fortifications?3; He alfo de. 
feated; off the Havanna,.a Spanifhfquadron of equal 
force with hig own, and took one fhip of the line. At 
length the definitive treaty was figned, and hoftilitieg ceafed: 
iv all quarters. 

. This treaty had for its bafis a gee confirmation of all 
preceding treaties, from that of Weftphalia downw ard; and 
‘its immediate bite as the means of a ceneral pacifica= 
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‘tion, a mutual reftitution of all conquefts made. fince the be~ 
ginning of the war, with a releafe of prifoners without ran« 
fom. ‘The principal ftipulations provide, That the duchies. 
of Parma, Placentia, and Guatftalla, “fhall be ceded, as a 
fovereignty, to the infant Don Philip, and the heirs male of 
his body ; (but it was alfo ftipulated, that, in cafe he or his, 
» defcendants fhall fucceed to the crown of Spain or that of 
the Two Sicilies, or die without male iffue, thofe territories 
fhall return to the prefent poffeffors, the emprefs queen of 
Hungary and the king.of Sardinia, or their defcendants :) 
that the fubjects of his Britannic majefty fhall enjoy the 
Affiento contract, with the privilege of the annual fhip, dur- 
ing the reverfionary term of four years, which it has been 
fufpended by the war ; (but no mention ‘was made of ‘the. 
right of Englifh fhips to navigate the American feas without 
being fubje&t to fearch, though the indignation occafioned 
by the violation of that contefted right had folely given rife 
to the war between Great Britain and Spain :) that-all the 
contracting powers fhall guaranty to his Pruffian majefty-the. 
duchy of Silefia and the county of Glatz, as he now poffefles 
them: and that fuch of the fame powers as have guarantied 
the Pragmatic Sanction of the emperor Charles WI. for fe- 
curing to his daughter, the prefent emprefs-queen of Hun, 
gary and Bohemia, the undivided fucceffion, of the houfe of 
Auftria, fhall renew their engagements in the moft folemn 
manner, with the exception of the ceffions made by this and 
~ former treaties *™*. 
Such was the peace of Aix-la-Chapelle, which has been 
‘fo generally, and fo unjuftly cenfured by Englifh writers, 
who ought rather to have cenfured the wanton war, and the 
wafteful and unfkilful manner of conduting it. The peace 
was as good as the confederates had any right to expect. 
They had been, upon the whole, exceedingly unfortunate, 
They had never hazarded a battle, in the Netherlands; with. 


34. Articles of Peace, ibid. : 
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out fuftaining a defeat; and there was no profpect of their 
being more fuccefsful, had they even been reinforced with 
the thirty thoufand Ruffians hired, while the fame generals 
commanded on both‘fides. But matters were fo ill managed, 

that the Ruffians could not have joined them till the feafon of 
action would have been nearly over; and had they been 
ready more early, it is believed that the king of Pruffia would 
have interpofed, from a jealoufy of the aggrandifement of the 
houfe of Auftria, on whofe embarraffments he depended for 
the quiet poffeffion of his conquefts. The refources of 
France were indeed nearly exhaufted :—her navy was de- 
ftroyed: and Lewis XV. made facrifices proportioned to his 
neceffities, But great as his neceflities were, he could have 
continued the war another year; and the progrefs of his 
arms during one campaign, it was feared, might awe the 
Dutch into fubmifhon. A confederacy, always ill com- 
bined, would haye been broken to pieces; and the hoftile 
powers, left feparately at the mercy of the houfe of Bourbon, 
muft have acceded to worfe conditions; or England muft 
have hired new armies of mercenaries, to continue a ruinous 
continental war, in which fhe had properly no intereft. 

But although the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle, all.circum- 
ftances confidered, cannot be deemed unfavourable to the 
confederates, or by any means an ill-timed meafure, it muft 
be lamented, that it was the neceffary confequence of fuch 
a long and fruitlefs war—of a war, fingular in the annals of 
mankind ; by which, after a prodigious deftruction of the 
human {pecies, and a variety of turns of fortune, all parties 
(the king of Prufia excepted, whofe felfifh and temporizing 
policy it is impoffible to juftify) may be faid to have been 
lofers eal . 

This 

ry. The fettlement, procured for Don Philip in Italy, might have been ob- 
"tained on the death of the emperor Charles VI. if the hovfe of Bourbon had 
confined its views merely to that object; and admitting that it could not, it 
Was a very inadequate equivalent for the expences and loffes of the two, 
. branches. at that houfe, by land and fea, during the courfe of the war. The. 
ay. M 4 king 
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‘ _ ing the infatuation « of F rance,and Great Briain, : 
eae mer | in lavidhing fuch, a quantity of blood. 


. ; _ order to give a au emperor to, Germany ;.and of Rea < 
peri ~ negleéting her moft effential interefts, in withdrawing ‘her 


a y ~~ attention from Spanifh America, and loading her fubjects 
a with an immenfe public debt, in order to preferve entire the 
fuccffion of the houfe of Auftria ! but more efpecially the 
folly of both in. continuing the war, for’ fevéral years, after 
~ the’ object of it was loft on one fide, and attained on the 
the other. Nor can we, as Englifhmen, in raking : fuch a 
» faivey, help looking back, with peculiar 3 regret, to the peace- 
ful adminiftration | of fir Robert. “Walpole ; : aoe the com-. 
merce ‘and manufactures “of Great Britain Hourithed to fo 
ee high 2 degree, that the balance of. tr ade inher; favour 
amounted, on an average, to the immente. fu of four mils 
lions Rterling annually **. 
Let us not however, my dear Philip, dwell IPS on. the 
~ dark fide of the picture. So great an influx of, wealth, with- 
‘out any extraordir ary expenditure, ¢ or call to bold entexprife, 
. mutt foon have rrodaced a total diffolution of: manners ;. and 
p <i “the Britifh nation, overwhelmed with luxur ¥ and effeminacy, 
aig “might have funk into an early decline. , TI ‘he martial fpirit, 


which feemed to anguith for want ‘of exercile, was revived 
by the war. The Englifh navy, ‘which had been fuffer ed to 
go to decay, was reftored, and that of France ruined, This 


laft advantage’ was, in itfelf, worth many millions of trea- ¢ 
fure: and it was fon produdtive of.a multitude of be- ~ 
neficial confequences.. A defire of re-eftablifhing their ma. * 


rine was one of the chic motives that induced the French 


= king of Sardinia, after all his fabfidie ies, and fome aeiens made to ae was a 
lofer ; and the queen of Hungary could have dictated better conditions. sy 
‘3742, when the French were driven out of Bohemia, than fhe at laft acceded © 
to. Even the king of Pruffia obtained no more than was ceded iets by eke 

, ¢reaty of Breflaw, concluded the fame year rei Puch) Pace 
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mini ante grant fugh Ausisere conditions to the ‘confedes 
rates’ at Aix la-Chapelle ; they” having already formed the 
~ defign, as will afterward more fully appear, of extending 
» theirdettlements both-in WAttietica and the Eaft Indies. “ 
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FRANCE, Se anit, and Great Britarn, from the Pig tn 
‘ ‘La-CuarELre terherenetwal of Hoftilities in.1 758, with a general 
Piew of the Difputes in the East-Inpvi88, and a Batis ats Ac- 

count of the Rife of the War in AMERICA, 


HE few years of peace, that titan the treaty of Aix-— 
la-Chapelle,” were the moft profperous and happy that 
Europe had ever known. Arts and letters were fuecefsfully 
“cultivated ; manufactures and commerce flourithed ; fociety 
avas highly polifhed ; and the intercourfe of mankind, of na- 


tions’ and of ranks, was rendered more facile and general than 


‘in any former period, by means of new roads, new vehicles, 
and new amufements. This was more efpecially the cafe 
in France and England, and between the people of the two 
rival kingdoms ; who, forgetting paft animofities, feemed 
only to contend for pre-eminence in gaiety, refineme nt, and 
- mutual civilities. . 
‘That harmony, however, was -difkurbed for a thhe: by 
alarming tumults in England, and by a violent difpute be- 
tween the clergy and ‘the parliaments of France, which 
threatened a rebellion in the two kingdoms. But both fub- 
fided without any important or lafting confequence. The 
fixft were the effects of the wantonnefs of the common 
»pcople of England, rioting 1n opulence and plenty, and not 
» fufficiently reftrained by a regular police: the fecond, the 
‘indication of a rifing {pirit of liberty among the more en- 
“. i lightened part of the French laity ; as I fhall have occafion 
to 
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to fhew, in carrying forward the Progrefs of Society; where 
_ the particulars of the difpute will be mentioned '. _ Mean- 
while, the two governments turned on one another a watch- 
ful eye; anda long feafon of tranquillity was expeéted from 
the awe with which one half of Europe feemed to infpire. 
the ather. ; 
ThaFrench miniftry had formed the plan of difpoffefiing 
the Englifh of their principal fettlements both in. America and 
# the Eaft Indies, or at leaft of confiderably extending their 
own (as I have already had oceafion to hint), whem they con- 
cluded the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle.. In thefe ambitious 
projects they were encouraged by two able and enterprifing 
men; by la Galiffoniere, governor of Canada,.and M..Du- 
pleix, governor of Pondicherry. But in order to infure fuc- 
cefs in fuch diftant expeditions, it was neceflary for France. 
to reftore her marine, and even to raife it, if poflible, to a fu- 
perity over that of Great Britain. With this view, prodi- 
zious efforts were made: naval ftores were imported from 
all the northern kingdoms; a great number of fhips were 
built at Breft and/Toulon; and contracts were entered into, 
with different companies in Sweden, for building eighteen 
-fail of the line. ; 
«But nothing is attended with fo much expence as the raif- 
ing or reftoring a navy. ‘The French finances, though re- 
cruiting faft, were not equal to the extraordinary drain. 
Repeated attempts were therefore made, by the leading men 
in France, to engage. the. court of Spain, whofe American 
-treafures were now got home in fafety, to enter into their 
immeiaus views ; and propofals for a family-compa@, fuch 
as has fince been formed, were exhibited to the Spanifh mi- 
niftry, in 1753; by the duke de Duras, the French ambaffa- 
dor at the court of Madrid, under the direction of the duké 
" de Noailles. : : . 
When the duke de Duras infifted on the importance of 


an 


” 


¥, See Lzrs, SVE : 


f fier. KXX1] “MODERN EUROPE. rat 


‘union between the two crowns, he was’ told that fuch an 
union was already eftablifhed by the treaty of Fontainbleau; 
an itrevocable family-compa&, and to perfe& which it was 
only neceffary to cut off what related to laft war. The 
duke-de Duras. was ignorant fuch a treaty exifted, and Saint 
Conteft, the French minifter for foreign affairs, feemed in- 
elined to keep him in the dark; but the duke de Woailles 
furnifhed him with a copy of it, accompanied with obferva- 
tions, which may be confidered as the bafis of that formid- # 

. able family-compact which was afterward concluded. He 
maintained, that the treaty of Fontainbleau, almoft all the ar- . 
ticles of which related to the late war, and the execution of 
which, in) many particulars (fuch as the recovery of the 
ifland of Minorca and the fortrefs of Gibraltar to Spain). 

had ‘been rendered impoffible by circumftances, was in a 
manner annulled by the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle ; that a 
true family-compact, fuch as it was equally the inteaaaes* 
France and Spain to contra@ for their mutual adva be 
which fhould have for its objets the fecuring the two bretichies 
of the houfe of Bourbon on the two thr . and the prefer~ 
vation of their dominions ; the glory and greatnefs of both 
kingdoms; ought not only to be irrevocable, but independent 
of time and circumftances ; to be affected neither by peace 
nor war *. ad “ 

» ©All the French intrigues) however, were defeated by the 
penetration, vigilance, and addrefs of t sews: the Britifh™ 
minifter at Madrid, fupported by the gredit of the saan 
-and intelligent Mr. Wall,.a gentlergan of Irifh extragtion, 


‘who had long? refided 5 tvelan(h anybaifador at the court of ~~ 


EP 
pwerful influence of Fas _ 


London ; and by the ftill: more 2 
Oy ¢ efitirely governed the 


rinelli the famous Italian finger, 
“queen, a princefs of Portugal, wli@f@ afcendant over her huf- 


“band was abtolute and uncontrg} 
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So oe, ETS DOM TO age sad paper 
aoe een pacific Ferdinand, though 
_-ward the elder branch of his family, was | luced 
oral the fplendid allurements of the court of Werfai E 
and all: infinuations to the difadvantage, ofthat of Great 
Britain, as infidious attempts to drag him into\a new ware 
ie In anfwer to a memorial prefented by the French ambaffa-. 
dos, in 27.54, on the fubje@ of the family-compac, andiac-» 


7 


companied with aletter, in which Lewis XV. mentions:they 
a ® patience, beyond meafure, with which he had fuffered the: 
eo  enfult proceedings of England for four years, the Catholic» 


king declared, That he was fenfible of the importance of the 
harmony. between the two. crowns, and between the two 
. branches. of ‘the houfe: of Bourbon ; 5 bat shaving always ane 
epEsR the: general tranquillity. of Europe, and the jealouly: 
ee which a formal compact would: excite, he thoughtiit- 
eit the intereft of the two monarehies to avoid: fuchsat 
afure ; and that the differences..with England: would be: 
 aaeat through the mediation of theyallied ipower 
~ than by a: threatening, league +,» 34 psy Sont one 
Withdrawing hidfeart ae 3 om. wcskiices the) aipeertins 
monarch: ‘therefore placed all his glory in reviving commerce, 
and encour agin arts and manufactures; too long: a 
ameng his fubjects.. He. difgraced the. marquis:de la Ena», 
eenada, his prime minifter, for endeavouring, in conjungtion: - 
aS with Elizabeth Farnele, the queen-dowager,.to, alter his. 4 
 meafures; and Wall being : placed at the head of the adminis. 
= - ration, the fame wile Es pacific meafyres were: purfued: 
| : dun x the fubfequent pyt of the reign of Ferdmand Vi; 4s 
te The difgrace of Encenada,, which ‘-happened..when alee 
= things feemed ripe for ayperpetual league berween, France, 
and Spain, gavé a fatal bldyy to the projects of the court of 
Verfailles. But the Frengh, minifiry had already gone. toes. - 
far, to be tamely forgiven by. Great Britam.), bey “were fea. 
fible of it; and as theiy navy was not yet in full force, theyray = 
akempted, though too late, to difarm Telentment, and fh Ga : 
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hy vour, by an hypocritical appearance SF moderation. 


iacasfaddive levee! obvious to all Europe.” / nd when t they 
found they could no Jonger deceive, or foothe the court of 
London, they attempted to intimidate it, by threatening ‘the 

German dominions of’ George I]. in hopes that the appre 


“ie 


henfion of this danger would make their encroachments in _ 


America be winked at, until they were in ‘a condition to 
» avow their purpofe. But before we enter upen that Fubjedt, 
a variety of others mutt be difeuffed. A view mutt be taken 
of the ftate of the fettlements of the rival powers in both ex 
tremities of the globe. . ss SP 
Though Madrafs was ranldvel tothe Enelifh Eaft’ aa 


company jand Louifbourg to the French monarchy, agree= 


able to the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle, hoftilities between the’ 
fubjeGs°of France and England could never be faid properly 


to have ceafed, éither in North America or the Eaft Indies. 
The taking of thefe two important places, and the ineffec- 


tual attempts to recover them, had irritated the fpirit of the 


two nations. ‘And plans were laid by each, as we have feen, 
during the latter years of the war, for thé conqueft of the 


principal fettlements belonging to the other, both in the Haft . 


« 


Indies’ and in North America. But thofe plans proyed™ 


abortive. And-all fuch ambitious projects feem to have been ~ 


~ 


relinquifhed’ on the part of Great Britain, at the peace; for ~ 


alchough the gave up Louifbqurg with reluctance, that’ re- 
ln&tance proceeded lefs from any purpofe of extending her 


pofleffions in North America, than from an apprehenfion of 


pee a » : “ ry > Fe ~§ aes ye 
the injuries and inconveniences to which it would again ex- - 


pofe her colonies, in cafe of a new!war. The views of 
France were very different, when’ fhe, with no lefs reluc- 
tance, reftored Madrafs to the Englifh Eaft India company. 
oI. Dupleix, governor of co a having gallantly 
defended that place againft the Britifh armament under Bol 
éawen, in 1748, immediately conceived the great idea of ad- 
\ vancing the interefts of. the French Eait India company, by 

ring for France large’ territorial poffeffions in the fouth 
et " vee 4 
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of Afia ; cindceleniae making himfelé matter, by Moceeby of 
the whole peninfula of India Proper. On the two fides of 
that vaft peninfula, which projects out into the fea’ to the © 
extent of a thoufand miles, and occupies the imménfe fpace 

between the widely feparated mouths of the Indus and the 
Ganges, the European companies have eftablifhed many fac~ 
tories. The weft fide is called the Malabar, and the eaft the 

Coromandel coaft. ‘This extenfive and fertile territory 

chiefly belongs to the Great Mogul. But the fucceffors of. 
Aurengzebe (the laft of the defcendants of Tamerlane, the 

iluftriows Tartar conqueror of Indoftan, who maintained 

with vigour fupreme dominion in the Eaft) had funk into a 

ftate of indolence and effeminacy ; and fince the irruption of — 
the famous Kouli Khan, in 1738, had poffeffed fo little autho 

rity, that all the great officers of the crown were become in 

a manner independent princes. The Subahs, or Mahometan’ 

-viceroys of provinces; the Nabobs, or governors of inferior 

diftridts ; and even the Rajas, or tributary Indian princes, 

‘now ‘began to confider themfelves as abfolute fovereigns ; 

paying to the Mogul emperors any homage they thought 

proper, ang frequently making war on one sqiilier: 

. The beter to carry his grand {cheme into execution, Du= 
pleix formed the project of making fubahs and nabobs: and 
even of becoming a nabob himfelf. In this projeé he was 
encouraged by his own fituation and the circumftances of 
the times. The late war had brought a’ number of French 
troops to Pondicherry, and the ftate of affairs in India was 
highly propitious to his views. 

The fubafhip of the Decan, which extends from ‘Cape 
Comorin almoft to the Ganges, having become vacant in 
1748, and being claimed by different competitors, Dupleix: 
and his affocfates, after a feries of bold enterprifes and fingu- 
lar events, in which the intrepidity of the French, the abject 
condition of the natives, and the weaknefs and corruption of 
the court of Delhi, were equally conf{picuous, difpofed of it 

in 1750, in favour of Murzafa Jing, grandfon of the late 
4 fubahy 
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fubah. | Murzafa, who had gallantly difputed the viceroyalty 
with his uncle, Nazir Jing, was, flain foon after in battle, 


and fucceeded in the fubahi/hip of the Decan by Sallabat Jing, , 


another uncle ; who being conduéted’ by a body of French 
troops to Aurengabad, the capital of the province, there go- 
verned in fecurity, under the proteGtion of France, indepen- 
dent of the Great Mogul, to whofe authority he bid defiance. 
Both this prince and his predeceffor made liberal ceffions to 
their European benefactors. 


_ Before M. Dupleix had thus far fucceeded in his plan, he 


was enabled to procure the nabobfhip of Arcot, in which 
Pondicherry is fituated, for a man whofe attachment and fub- 
miffien might be depended upon. ‘The perfon fingled out for 
that purpofe was Chunda Saheb, fon-in-law to a former na= 
bob, whom he had hoped to fucceed. But the court of Delhi 
difappointed his ambition, by beftowing the nabobfhip of 
Arcot upon Anawaradean Khan, an aged prince, whofe for- 


- tune had undergone a variety of revolutions. | Through the 


intrigues of Dupleix, however, and the affiftance of French 
troops, Chunda Saheb vanguithed his rival, who fell in battle, 
and obtained a grant of the difputed government froma Mur- 
gafa Jing. 


- The new nabob vigoroufly fupported the French in their * 


ufurpations. They became matters of an immenfe territory, 
extending fix hundred miles along the coaft of Coromandel. 
M. Dupleix had even the addrefs to get himfelf appointed 
‘nabob of the Carnatic during the life of Chunda Saheb. And 
he arid his affociates in the Eaft, encouraged in their ambi+ 
tious views by the court of Veriailles (though afterward ti- 
_midly abandoned by it), propofed to obtain from the Great 
Mogul, or from the fubah of the Decan, a ceffion of the ca- 
pital of the Portuguefe fettlements on the coaft of Malabar, 
and to feize upon the whole country that lies, in a triangu- 
lar form, between Mazulipatnam, Goa, and Cape Comorin®. 


Jib de tyes boyy ¢ la. 


igs | Thele ambitious projedis are owned by Voltaire, Raynal, and other 
% French 
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ieee “pik tig a a Mahommed Ally, fon of, the late nabobs 
bey : £ — ate . ken, ihelter in, ‘Tritchinopoly,, a trong; 
ST : i 


fortref 


Lin his, poffefion, i implored. the) affiftance, ofthe. | 
Paghth, with whom | his father had lived in friendthip, ..And,. 


m sae induce th them to efpoufe.. his, caufe, he, reprefented 


that ay bis Peereite and t theirs _were intimately connected ;, that cy 


Pte” 


their AOE ES was common, as ithe f French, if fuffered to, PtOr 


See 


god in wu err conquells, would foon make shemielvessmafters.. 


tree 


BROAN a brave and “experienced of. 
cer: “and ex enemy being’ compelled t to retire, from Tnitchi 


Seek 
P33 Delite 
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- nopoly, he went in perfon to Fort | St. David, aad enterett 
into wate alliance with the governor, i 3 n the aainbe oat 
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caeetet points, ¢ of ‘no {mall moment, that had been Jo Jong, «+ 
aes © : eee +4) Tobe hoe 20 kes d 
Mahommed Ally, i in confideration of this alliance, Teceived,.» 
another reinforcement under captain Cope,. anda third under). 
captain Gingen. A number of actions took place,,and.with, fq 
great ‘diverfity of fortune. Sometimes victory declared fats). 1 
the sree. 3 and fometimes fi for the (Englith,. . But, na ae 
* advantage’ had been gained before the. campaign. of TIS bese 
when a great, military charaéter appeared | on, that Sars isu 
where he 1 was aft erward to make fo ditinguithed a. figure. natn 
This” was the famous ‘Mr, Clive, é who, had. “gone out.to) 
Fort St “David as a writer, a accomptant, to the Englith... ae 
Fatt India « company > and was"at that time commiffary to thes « 
army. He propofed to divide the French force, by attacking it 
- Arcot, ‘the capital of the | pr ovince of the fame name, and the... 
feat of the nabob. ‘ Being furnifhed, for ‘that, purpofe, with, 
one “hundred and thirty "European, foldiers, he pebeies = 
repaired to Madrafs ; ; where 1 receiving a fmall reinforcement. 
he happily accomplithed his enterprife, Arcot was FARM: “ 
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French writers. And Mr. Orme, one of the’ moft judicious Englih v writers 


on the. affgits of Indolts an impuves te MrBupleix yet*more extenfive Plans of 
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But before the victor had leifure to fecure his conqueft, or to 
think of a retreat, he was belieged in the place, by a numer- 
,ous army of French and Indians, trodes Raja Bahebs the fon, 
of Chunda Saheb. 

The ruin of captain Clive and his. brave affociates feemed 
now inevitable ; and the more timid began to reprefent it'(as 
pofterity certainly would, if it had taken place) as the na- 
tural confequence, and juft punifhment, of his prefumptuous: 

' rafhnefs. By his courage and conduct, however, he repelled 
all the efforts of the affailants ; who, having fuffered feverely 
in many defperate’ attacks, were forced to relinquifh their _ 
enterptife, after a vigorous fiege of fifty days®. . This de-. 
fence is memorable in the annals of war... It was maintained 
with wonderful intrepidity and perfeverance againft greatly ~ 
fuperior numbers, provided with fkiuful engineers, by a 
handful of men, under a young commander, in a great mea 
fure ignorant of the military fcience ; but the refources fug~ 
gefted by whofe genius were fuch, as would have been em- 
ployed by the greateft mafters in the art of defending fortified 
places. 1° 

Receiving foon after areinforcement under captain Kirk- 
patrick, captain Clive purfued the enemy; and coming up 
with them in the plains of Arni, gained a complete victory, 
after an obftinate difpute of five hours. But this victory 
did not put an end to the war. ‘The French, who were ftilk 
powerful at Pondicherry, quickly affembled a new ar my, 
and tookgthe field in conjunction with their allies, Sallabat 
Jing and Chunda Saheb. The Englifh, who. perfevered in 
fupporting Mahommed Ally, were, joined by the Rajah of 
‘Tanjour, and other princes in their alliance. Major Law- 
rence affumed the chief command of the Company’s. trodps ; 
and captain Clive, who fhared his confidence, aéted under 
a and eohtnusd to give freth proofs. of his military ge- 

be 
6. Orme’ 5 Hift. of the Military Tranfadtions of 7 Britif~e Nation in Indefany 
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nius) "he whole: peninfula of India rang with theldinsef 


arms, and fome of its fineft provinces were. laid wafte. At 
‘length, after a variety of efforts, in which-the advantage was. 
generally in favour of the Englifh, the French and their al= 


lieswere! effectually ‘humbled ; and ‘Chunda': Saheb » being 
made prifoner by the Rajah of ‘Tanjour, that: prince cruelly ;: 
but politically, commanded his head, tor abe ftruck off, in order; 
to prevent future difputes: q P \ #8 

doh confequence of this: fuceinbes Sees wedicwait wire pe of 
manyvof their late acquifitions,. Mahommed Ally remained. 


-andifputed nabob: of Arcot ; and the ambitious and enter- 


prifing Dupleix: being: recalled.in 1754; .a ceflation-of arms, 
twok place between. the thoftile powers, as.a, preludé toa: 


treaty of peace. ~ A conditional treaty wasjaccordihgly nego~+ 


ciated, by which the French and, Englith companies ;agreed: 
for ever to renounce all oriental ‘government sand: digiity. ;{ 
never to‘interfere in any difputes that. might arife between 
the princes of the country.; and thatjall places;iexcept' fuich, 
as were particularly ftipulated to remain in the poffeffion. of 
each company, fhould be delivered up to the government, of 
Indoftan ’2- Thefe ftipulations at is: untieceffary to. enume- 
rate, as eit were never -fulfilled.’ Before’ this: conditional 
treaty had received the fancgtion of the. two companies in. 
Europe, a new war between the two nations broke out.in 
another quarter of the glade, and foon embroiled the whole 
world, nares 
» The province of Nova Scotia.in North America, o wich. 
the French gave the name: of |’Acadie, was ceded to Great- 
Britain, as we have feen, at the peace’ of. Utrecht... But. the 
foi) being reputed. barren, and the climate, intenfely cold, 
onlya few Englith families fettled in» that much. contefted. 
country,.notwithftanding its advantageous dituation for car~ 
rying on the fithing trade, and its abounding in naval ftores; 


“fo that the French be goles having aakgn the oath of ale 
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“Tegiance to their new fovercign, continued to enjoy their pof- 
'feffions, their religion,’ and every other privilege, under the 
- Britith government, which exaéted from them neither rent 
nor taxes: As they were exempted from the obligation of 
carrying arms again{t the fubjects of his moft Chriftian:ma- 
"jetty; they affumed to themfelves the name of Neutrals.:‘This 
peaceful charaéter; which they were bound by every tie of 
honour and gratitude to maintain, they {hamefully violated 
in-1746,<vhen France attempted to revain» poffeflion of the 
country. Their'conduct on that occafion, though not alto- 
gether hoftile, was utterly inconfiftent with their political 
~fituation,’ and fufficiently fhewed’ the ‘neceflity of peopling 
* Nova Scotia with Britifh’ fubjects ; as well»to: fecure its:.de- 
pendence'as a colony, as to render it-of any benefit to>the 
mother-country ; the» Neutrals’ being clandeftinely fupplied 
with French’ cotimodities from Canada and Cape Breton?. 
“<The peace’ of Aix-la-~Chapelle, which left a, number. of 
‘men, belonging to the fea and land fervice, without:employ- 
“ment, was highly favourable to fuch a project... ‘The Britifh 
miniftry accordingly offered great encouragement to all 
foldiers, failors; artificers, and reduced officers, who chofe to 
fettle in Nova Scotia. Befide large lots of land, proportioned 
to their rank in the army or navy, government engaged: to 
pay the charge of their paflage, to build them houfes, to fur- 
. nifh them with all the neceffary utentils for hufbandry and 
‘the fithery, and to defray the expence of fubfiftence for the 
firft year. In’ confequence of this liberality, about three 
thoufand families, many of whom were German proteftants, 
‘embarked for’ Nova Scotia. .‘The town of. Halifax, intended 
asa iaval and military flation, in order to reprefs the en- 
- croachments ofthe: French, »was» built, aad the: harbour 
firongly -fortified. r 
)s Now it was “that the difputes, big onis Grade and Eng + 
lai; concerning the limits of Nova, Scotia (which had not 
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hitherto been diftinétly fettled; by reafon of its neglected con- ) 
dition), began to be hotly: agitated by the commiffaries of the 
two crowns. And new ditputes, of fill more importance, 
arofe) relative to the boundaries of the Britifh provinces to. 
the fouthward, on which the French had attempted fyftema~ 
tically to encroach. | Their plan was to unite, by a chain of 
forts, Canada and Louifiana, their two extenfive colonies,’ 
and to circumfcribe the Englifh colonies within that tract of 
country which lies between the Allegany mountains and the 
fea. This matter will require fome elucidation. try 
_ Though the Britith colonifts had made few fettlements is 
waa the Apalachian mountains, and thofe-few chiefly for the 
conveniency of the Indian trade, the inhabitants.of Virginia 
always confidered the extent of their country toward the weft 
to be unlimited, as it had been fettled before,the French had 
to much as difeovered oouifiana. Nor did the people of the 
two Carolinas ever doubt but they might extend their plantas 
tions to'the:banks of the Miffifippi, without encroaching on 
the property of any European nation. « Vheir:only care was 
to quiet the jealouly of the Indians, who wete apt to take: 
alarm at any fettlement in the back-country,..as‘an: invafion 
on that portionof their native foil which the ambition of the 
Europeans had ftill left them, ‘and which they feemed dé- 
termined to preferve, with the laft drop of their blood, in a 
ftate of favage nature, for the purpofes of the ‘chace, their 
favourite amufement, and, befide war, their fole- occupation. 
Toward the north, the: boundariés of the Britith colonies, 
thofe of Nova. Scotia excepted; were better underftood, »as 
theprovince of Canada; om which they bordered, had been’ 
honger fettled than Loutiana ; yet on ‘our northern colonies 
the-French had made encroachments, and with impunity. 
In confequence of thofe encroachments, and others necef. 
fury to complete her ambitious plan, France would have en- 


yoyed; mn time of peace, the whole Indian trade; and the Eng- 


lifh colonies, in time of war, muft have had a frontier ‘of 


fifteen hundred miles to defend againit blood-thirfty favages, 
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‘conducted by French’ officers, and fupported by difciplined 
troops. Tt was in effet to attempt the extinGtion of the Bri- 
tifh fettlements: “And yet, without fuch interior communi- 
cation between Canada and Louifiana.as was projected, the 
French fettlements, on the Miffifippi and the St. Lawrence, 
could never, it was faid, attain to any high degree of con- 
fequence or fecurity ; the navigation of the one river being at 
all feafons difficult, and that of the other blocked wp with ice, 
during the winter months, fo as to preclude exterior oe 
or telief. ia Lg Bot 

“This feheme of vfurpation, which is Apnea to have’ eng 
aiieiphch the deliberations of the court of Verfailles, was ar- 
dently embraced by De la Jonquiere, now commander: in 
chief of the French forces in North-America, and by ‘la 
Galiffoniere,;a'man of bold and enterpriting fpirit, who had 
been appointed governor of New France in 1747>) By: their 
joint efforts, in addition to thofe of their predeceffors, forts 
were erected along the Great Lakes, which cammunicate 
with the river St. Lawrence, and alfo on the Ohio and the’ 
Miffifippi.. The vaft chain was almoft completed, from 
Quebec to New Orleans, when the court of England, roufed 
by repeated injuries, broke off the conferences relative to thie 
limits-‘of Nova Scotia. 

Thefe conferences had been artfully protracted and per- 
plexed by the commiffaries of the court of France. They 
wanted to confine the province of Nova Scotia folely to that’ 
peninfula, which is formed by the bay of Fundy, the Atlan. 
‘tic Ocean, and the’ Gulf of St. Lawrence ; ; while the Eng- 
lith’ commiffaries made it extend to Pentagoet, to the weft, 
cand 'to the banks of the river St. Lawrence, on the north, 
and iproved, by mcontrovertible arguments, that thefe were 
$ts real boundaries; boundaries which the French themfelves 
-had* marked out, whenvit was reftored to them by treaty, 
under the name of l’Acadie, and particularly at the peker a 

‘Breda? 
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‘During thofe unavailing difputes, the French were carry=' 
ing. on their encroachments in America, with great boldnefs, 
- in’ different’ quartéfs.’“'‘The rifing | fettlement of Halifax, 
which they forefaw was intendéd as’a bridle upon. them, par. 
ticularly excited their jealoufy ; and the active and vigilant 
governor of Canada, betide erecting feveral forts within: the 
difputed limits of Nova Scotia, had inftigated, frit the In- 
dians, and afterward the French Neutrals, to-take up arms’ 
againft the Britifh government.  Hoftilites were: likewife: 
commenced on the banks of the Ohio, where the French 
furprifed a fortified poft of confiderable importance, called 
Log’s-town, which the Virginians had eftablifhed: for the 
conveniency of the Indian trade; and after pillaging. its:, 
warehoufes of fkins and European goods to’ the: amount of. 
twenty thoufand pounds, under pretence that it was within 
the government of New France, which comprehended im its» 
jurifdi€tion both Canada and Louifiana, they murdered all 
the Englifh inhabitants except two, who fortunately: efcaped 
to relate the melancholy tale. About the fame time, Mi de’ 
Dontvecoeur, with a thoufand men and eighteen: pieces af 
cannon, embarked at Venango, a fort which the French had 
raifed on the banks of the Ohio, and reduced another Britith 
poft, eftablifhed by the Virginians, on the forks of the tier: 
naungahela. , 
Certain intelligence of thefe hoftilities having reached Eng- 
land, orders were fent to the governors ofiher colonies to drive 
the French from their ufurpations in’ Nova Scotia; from 
thei fortihed pofts upon the Ohio; and every where to op- 
pofe force to force. But fatal experience ‘foon ‘made the 
Britith miniftry fenfible of the great fuperiority of i mili- 
tay ftrength of their enemies ia. North America; a fupe-. 
riority arifing from. the original conttitution of the colonies 
of the two rival kingdoms, and other concurring circum- 
flances. The government.of New France, being moved by 
one {pring, was. capable of more vigorous efforts than. the 
powerful but feparate governments belonging to Great Biis 
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tain. The interefts of the Englifh colonies were often’ con-_ 
tradictory : they had frequent difputes with each other, con- 
cerning) their boundaries ; and the inhabitants (little habi- 
tuated to arms, and divided by religious feuds) were perpes 
tually quarrelling with their governors, and difputing, on 
the moft urgent.as well as the moft trivial occafions, the pre- 
Trogatives of the-crown or the rights of the proprietary, as 
their governments happened to be conftituted ;, in one colony 
verging toward monarchy, if another bordering on demo- 
cracy. This want oficoncert, which had often rendered 
our more wealthy and populous colonies inadequate to, their 
own defence againft a naturally inferior enemy, had long 
been lamented by the more.enlightened part of the inhabit- 
ants,,and was well underftood by the French’*, In order to 
remedy foxpalpablesa, political defe&, two meafures feemed 
neceflary ; namely; a confederacy among all the Briuth go- 
- yernments on the continent. of North America, and an alli- 
ance with the moft confiderable Indian nations in their neigh-. 
bourhood. « 
Asa preliminary ftep sastaad fuck a confederacy, the 
governor of New York, accompanied by deputies from.the 
other: coloniés, gave a- meeting to the Iroquois, or as they 
are commonly called, 7Ae Indians of the Six Nations, at Al- 
bany. But only a few-of their chiefs attended ; and it was 
evident that even thofe were much cooled in their affection 
to the Englith government.., This change was occafioned 
bythe powerful but fecret influence of the French agents, 
who had lately employed every means to corrupt the favages, 
Incorder to:counteract their intrigues with the. Six Nations, 
valuable prefents were made, in the name of his Britannic 
majefly, to fuch of the Indian chiefs as had thought. proper 
to attend ;,and liberal promifes to the whole. , They refufed, 


.10. It was on this principle, and the military fpirit of the French colonitts, 
that the old and experienced duke de Noailles encouraged, by mémorials, the 
court of Verfuilles in its ambitious projects in North America, though under 
~ colour of eraes for the fecurity of its own fettlemerts. Jem. tom. iv. 
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however, “to take up the hatchet,’? thein phrafe for. going to 
wary They could only be induced, to.declare, That they 
were willing’ to, renew their treaties with the king of Eng- 


land, and hoped he would affitt them im driving the French ; 
from the places they had ufurped in the back country... 
Encouraged even a fo flight an indication) of: friend{bip, 


_and the ardour of ihe people ‘of, the different colonies, for 
_war, a refolution was adopted by the general affembly at 


Albany, to, fupport the Briufh claims my every quarter. of 
North America. In, confequence of this refolution, major 
Waithington, a srovincial oficer, was difpatched from. Vir- 
ginia, with four hundred men,.to watch the metions. of the 
enemy ;. and. to recover, if opportunity. fhould: offer, the 
places they had taken upon the Ohio. Wadthington,.en- 
camped on the banks of that river, where he threw up fome 
works for his fecutity, and hoped to be able at leaft to defend 
himfelf until he fhould receive a reinforcement, which was 


fpeedily expected from: New York. 


_. In the mean time, de Villier, the French commandant,on 
the Monaungahela, having’ in vain fummoned. W. afhington 
to abandon his poft, marched) up to his, entrenchments,:at 


‘the head of eight hundred men, and attempted to carry the 
works by affaule. But Waithington defended himifelf with 


__fo much intrepidity, as to render all the efforts of the enemy 
abortive :)and he obtained very honourable terms for him- 
felf and his detachment. It was agreed that both parties 
fhould retire ; the Englifh toward. Will’s Creek, and the 
French toward the river Monaungaiiela. . But fearce. were © 
the articles figned, when a frefh body of French and Indians 
appeared ; and-although de Villier pretended to adhere to his 
engagements, he very patiently fuffered the Indians to: har- 


_rafs the Englith in their retreat, and even to plunder their 


baggage". * 

No ieoner did the manus of London and Verfailles obtain 
sade: 

ats Td. Ibid. 
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intelligence of thofe violent proceedings, than both were made 
fenfible that'a rupture was now become inevitable. France 
‘continued to fend reinforcements of men, and fupplies of mos 
“ney and ftores to Canada, for the profecution ‘of ‘her ambi- 
ous projeéts ; and orders were fent, by Great Britain, to the 
\governors of her feyeral colonies to arm- the militia, and ufe 
“their utmoft endeayours to repel the hoftile attempts of the 
: enemy, until troops could be einbarked for their farther pro 
~teGion.” But although prepared to cut with the fword the 
Gordion knot of a long and intricate negociation, the mi- 
snifters of the two kingdoms breathed nothing but’ peace ; 
and exchanged, in the name of their mafters, reciprocal pro- 
feffions of good will. At length, however, undoubted infor-. 
;mation having been received in England, ‘that a 
powerful armament, deftined for America, was 
“ready to fail from Breft and Rochfort, an end was put as 
‘difimulation. 
Roufed at this information, the Britith government equip- 
ped, with all poffible expedition, a fleet under the command 
of Bofcawen, in order to watch the motions of the enemy ; 
sandoon the ath of April, the Enelith admiral, having taken 
on board two regiments of foldiers, failed from Plymouth ; 
with eleven fhips of the line, and one frigate. He directed 
vhis. courfe to the banks of Newfoundland ; and, a few days 
-after his airival there, the French fleet from Breft, under the 
command of M. dela Mothe, came to the fame latitude, in its 
paflage to'Quebeé. But the thick fogs, which prevail on thofe 
‘banks, efpecially in the fpring feafon, prevented the hoftile 
wfleets from feeing each other: fo that -art of the French 
» fleet made its way immediately by the Gulf of St. Lawrence, 
to Québec, whilf the other divifion paffed through the dan- 
= gerous Straits of ‘Belleiile, and -alfo reached the place of its © 
deftination. Two French “fhips,-however, the Alcide and 
‘the Lys, the one-of fixty-four, the other of fifty-four guns, 
being feparated in the fog from both divifions of the fleet, 
_ were taken off Cape Race, the moft foutherly point of the 
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ifland of Newfoundland, by the Dunkirk and: the Defiance; 
two fixty-gun fhips of the Englifh es commanded — : 
the captains Howe and Andrews.) gli 
Although the taking of thefe two: Apap aia i bic tnd 
war with France may be faid to have commenced, fell greatly. 
fhort of the expectations formed from the Englith armament, 
it ferved neverthelefs to animate the nation. The people now’ 
faw, that government was determined to:temporife no longer, 
but to repel with vigour the future encroachments. of the 
French upon the Britith fettlements in America, and alfo to” 
chaftife them for their paft violences. Nor were the Ame- 
_ yicanswanting to themfelves in exerting a proper {pirit.) 
The governor and affembly of Maffachufets’ Bay, the chief... 
of the New-England pravinces, had -paffed an act toward 
the clofe of the year prohibiting all intercourfe with the. 
French at Louifburg ; and, early in the fpring, they raifed 
a body of troops, which they fent to the affiftance of Mr. 
Lawrence, governor of Nova Scotia, in order to enable 
him ta complete the execution of a plan he had formed for : 
driving the French from the pofts they had -ufurped in. that 
province. The enemy had forefeen this:attempt, and made 
preparations to refift it, though without effect. A detach: 
ment of regulars and provincials, under lieutenané 
colonel Monckton, quickly reduced all the French 
forts, one after another, and reftored perfect neeticcents to, 
Nova Scotia. 
The Britith arms were lefs fuccefsful in other quarters. 
While colonel Monckton was employed in reducing the 
French forts in Nava Scotia, preparations had been made in 


June 15. 


Virginia for attacking their pofts upon the Ohio. The con: 
duct of this expedition was committed to major-general 
Braddock, who had been fent from England for that purpofe; - 
early in the feafon, with two regiments of foot. After a 
mortifying delay of fome months, occafioned by the con- 
tractors failing in their engagements, he paffed the Allegany . 
mountains at the head of two thoufand two hundred mea, 
and — 
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‘and rapidly adyaneed toward: Fort du Quefne, the chief obs 
jet of his-enterprife., Being informed, during his marchy | 
that the garrifon of that fort, which had been lately built on | 
the Ohio near. its conflux with the Monaungahela, expected 
a reinforcement of five hundred regular troops, he left colss ’ 
nel Dunbar, with eight hundred men, to bring up his heavy 
baggage, and proceeded with the main body, for the fake of. 
greater expedition. . But unfortunately, through this hatte, 
he did not take fuficient care to reconnoitre the favage coun-— 
try, with which he was as little acquainted as with the na~ + 
ture of an American war, where the danger of furprife is 
perpetual. in woods, defiles, and morafles. And he. was too 
proud to afk the advice of the provincial officers, for whomhe 
entertained a foyereign contempt ; although Hyde Park had 
hitherto. been the only theatre of his own military experiences 
and. the, evolutions of a mmginent of guards, at a review,: his 
chief effays in arms. 

In confequence of thefe unpropitious circumftances, sitdlig 
arifing from the haughty and obstinate character of the | gene- 
ral, partly from his ignorance of the fcene of war, and of the 
nature of the hoftilises in which he was-engaged, Braddock’s , 
enterprife terminated in awful misfortune. As he was«adsi, 


vancing with earelefs confidence, and had arrived within ten | - 


miles-of Fort du Quefne, he fell into an ambufcade 
of French: and Indiany, fo artfully planted in-a defiley 2°72, 
that they could take-an unerring aim from behind trees:and‘ 
buthes,. without being themfelves expoted to any: danper, 
About noon a concealed fire began upon. the front and left 
flank of the Englith army, which was by that time in the 
middle of the detile... The van-guard, fell immediately back’ 
upon:the centre ; andthe Britith troops being feized witha 
panic, from the unutual appearance and horrid thrieks of the 
favages who now fhewed themielyes, a total rout enfued, 
Braddock himfelf, however, feemed. infeniible to» fear. 
_ Equally imprudent and intrepid, he refolutely maintained his 
Ssouak inftcad of attempting a retreat, or bringing up his 
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‘cannon to {cour the thickets with grape-thot ;’ and gave or- 
ders to the few gallant officers and foldiers, who remained © 
about his perfon, to form and advance againft the almoft in- 
vifible enemy, whofe every fhot did execution. His obftina-- 
cy feemed only’ to increafe with the danger by which he was” 
preffed. At length, after having five horfes killed under him, 
he was mortally wounded in the breaft by a mufket-ball. ’ 
Sir Peter Halket, and many other brave officers, with about 
feven hundred private men, alfo were flain??y b> aildion, 
It is worthy of remark, that, in this ation, the Virginians 
and other provincial troops, whom Braddock, ‘by way of 
contempt, had placed in the rear, were fo little affe&ted with | 
the panic’ that difordered the regulars, that they offered to 
advance againit the enemy, till the fugitives could be brought | 
back to the charge.” But that was’ found impracticable 5 
the terror of the two front regiments being fo great, that 
they never {topped their flight till they met the rear-divifion, 
which was advancing under colonel Dunbar.» All the artil-* 
lery, baggage, ammunition, and provitions: of the’ principal” 
divifion, under Braddock, fell’ into the -hands of the victors;: 
together with his own cabinet; contaiiing his official letters: 
and inftructions, of which the Freneh court afterward-made® 
great ufe in their printed memorials and manifeftoess 9°." 
Although no enemy purfued, the whole Englifh ariny: re: 
treated to Fort Cumberland, near Will’s Creek, in the back 
country of Virginia. And there it was expected’ to have 
continued during the latter:part'of the fammer ;\ but thé 'chiéf: 
command having devolved on general’ Shirley in confequence ~ 
ofthe death. of Braddock, ‘he ordered sall:the troops fit for: 
fervice to march to Albany, in the:provinte! of New York) 
Virginia, Maryland, and Pennfylvania,|iwere>therefore: left; ' 
during the remainder of the year, expofed tothe barbarous: 
incurfiensrof the French:and their fealping-Indians. cmc 
Thofe colonies: weréable to haye cst atcha 
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their own defence, had they been unanimous in their mea-. 

— fures. But the: ufual difputes, between their governors,and., 
affemblies, defeated ev ery falutary plan propofed for that . 
purpofe. The northern.colonies were lefs divided in their 
councils, and. more active in their preparations for. war. 
New York and New Jerfey, following the example of New 
England, had prohibited. all. intercourfe with the French fet- 
tlements in. North America, at the fame time that their.af. 
femblies voted very confiderable fupplies: and two. expedi- 
tions: were refolved upon; one again{t, the French fort at 
Crown Point, the other againft that at Niagara, both — 
pofed to be built upon the Britifh territories. . 

The expedition. againit Crown Point was committed to 
the care of a gentleman fince known by the name of fir 
William Johnfon, a native of Ireland, who had long refided 
upon the Mohawk river, in the weftern parts of New-York; 
where he had acquired a: confiderable eftate, and was uni- 
verfally, beloved, not only by the Englifh inhabitants, but: 
alfo by the neighbouring Indians, whofe language he had 
acquired, and whiofe affeGtions he had won by his humanity 
and affability.. -The-expedition againft Niagara was to be 
conducted by Shirley in perfon. | 

Albany was appointed as the rendezvous of the rane to 
compofe both armaments, and moft of the troops arrived 
there before the end of June. But by reafon-of the delay in 
bringing up the artillery, provifions, and other neceffaries 
for the expedition againft Crown Point, general Johnfon 
could: not fet out before the end of Auguft. Shirley was 
fooner ready, though not before the melancholy news ‘of 
Braddock’s defeat had reached Albany. ‘The influence of 

that intelligence om the fpirit of the troops was altogether 
aftonifhing.. A general damp:hung over the whole ; terror 
communicated itfelf from rank to rank, and many foldiers 
deferted:: fo that whem Shirley arrived ‘at Ofwego, “he ‘had 
' fcarce the appearance of an army, inftead of a force fufh- 
carat not only to-fecure'the Brisith fettlements in thofe parts, 
Righirs ban: Cs bur 
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but to reduce the’ {trong fortrefs ‘of Niagara, fituated be- 
tween the lakes Ontario and Erie, and the ‘great key of 


‘communication between Canada and Louifiana. The at- 


tempt was therefore laid afide, as impraéticable ; and Shir- 


‘ley having marked out the foundations of two new fortsin 


the neighbourhood of Ofwego, which ftands on’ the fouth- 
eaft fide of lake Ontario, and augmented the garrifon of that 
place to the number of feven hundred men, returned inglo-) 
rioufly to Albany with the wretched remnant of his army.” 
-In the mean time general Johnfon, having advanced*as » 
far as lake George, on which he intended to embark, was > 
unexpectedly attacked in his camp by the baron Diefkau, : 


‘comander: in chief of the French forces in’ Canada, at the 


head of two thoufand men. © And although the camp was’ 


. both’ naturally and artificially ftrong, there is reafon: to’ be-" 


lieve that the French general might have forced ‘it, if he had: 
immediately ftormed the Englith entrenchinents. © Fortunate- 
ly, however, he ordered his troops to halt-at the diftance of: 
about an hundred and fifty yards, whence they began. their: 
attack with platoon-firing, which was able to’do little or no 
execution upon troops defended by a ftrong breait-work. 
The Englifh, meanwhile, plied their great guns and mufke- 
try fo warmly, that the central body of the enemy, compofed 
of the French regulars, began to flag in ‘their fire’; and the? 
Canadians and Indians, who formed the flanks of thei army,’ 
fquatted below bufhes, or fkulked behind trees.’ Encou-: 
raged by thefe favourable appearances, the Enelith and their: 
Indian allies leaped over the breaftwork, and completed the ~ 
difcomfture of the affailants. After “killing: many,“and en- 
tively difperiing the whole, they took feveral prifoners, among 
whom was Diefkau himfelf, an old and experienced officer,’ 
who was mortally wounded ™.: But this a@ion, thougl: de- 
eifive in favour of the Englifh, was followed by no import-. 
ant confequences ; as general Johnfon didnot think it  pru- 
ongc8as bia: 1° “Px Loti: Gagetid, OBs 309 17550 ae de 
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dent to purfue his victory, and it was found too late in the 
feafon to proceed to the attack of Crown Point. 
. Such was the termination of the firft campaign in North 
America ; which, all things Confidered, notwithftanding the 
defeat of Diefkau, and the expulfion of the French out of 
Nova) Scotia, was eftimated to the difadvantage of Great 
Britain. But that difadvantage was counterbalanced, in the 
opinion, of the nation, by the great number of French mer- 
’ chants’ ihips that had been captured during the fummer.. No 
fooner was intelligence brought of the taking of the Alcide 
and Lys, «which it was thought would be confidered by the 
court of Verfailles as an indire&t declaration of war, than an 
order was iffued by the Britifh miniftry, to make prize. of 
all) French fhips on the high feas, wherever they might be 
found.; In.confequence of that order, above three hundred 
‘trading veffels) belonging to France, many of which were 
very valuable, being laden with Weft India produce, and 
about eight thoufand feamen, were brought. into the, ports of 
England, before:.the end of the year *°. . 
«Contrary ‘to, all political conjecture, the French made no 
reprifals. . As this ina€tion could not be imputed to modera- 
tion, it was juftly afcribed to a confcioufnels of their mferio- 
lity at fea, and a defire of interefting in their caufe the other 
European powers. Stunned by the unexpected blow, that 
impaired their naval ftrength, and diftreffed the trading part 
of thekingdom, they were at a lofs how to proceed; haying 
_always flattered themfelves, that the anxiety of George Il. 
for the fafety of his German dominions, which they had for 
fome time threatened, would prevent him from adopting any 
vigorous. meafure, notwithftanding their encroachments’ in 
America, But difcovering at length their miftake, by the 
capture,of their {fhips, and feeing no hopes of reftitution, the 
court.of Madrid having declined the dangerous office of me- 
diator, they now- refolyed to put their threats in execution ; 
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- and an army of two hundred thoufand men, with their vici~ 
nity to the country to be invaded, feemed to promife the moft 
brilliant faccefs. ' : 

- While the flames of war were thus breaking out between 

France and England, the fouthern parts of Europe were: vilit~ 

ed by a mote dreadful,calamity than even war itfelf. fe vio- 

lent earthquake, which {hook all Spain, Portugal, and - 

Nov. 1. a : > = S 3 
' the neighbouring countries, threw the inhabitants into 

the utmoft confternation, and laid the city of Lifbon in ruins. 

About ten thoufand perfons loft their lives; and many of 

the. furvivors, deprived. of their habitations, and altogether 

deftitute of the means of fubfiftence, were obliged to take up 
their abode in the open fields. But they were not fuffered 
to perifh. ‘The Britith parliament, though prefled with new | 
demands, generoufly voted one hundred thoufand pounds 
fterling for the relief of the unhappy fufferers im Portugal. 

And this noble inftance of public liberality was enhanced by 

the manner of conferring the benefit.. A number of fhips, 

laden with provifions. and clothing, were immediately dif. ~ 
patched for Lifbon; where they arrived fo opportunely, as to 

_ preferve thoufands from dying of hunger or cold *®, . 


16. Id. ibid. 
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General View of the State of Europe in 1756, with an Account of 
the Operations of War, ia all Parts of the World, till the Conqueff 
of Hanover by the FRENCH, in 1757. 


O fooner did France refolve to invade the cleGtorate of 
Hanover, and the king of Great Britain to defend it, 
than both became fenfible of the neceflity of new 
alliances. Spain and Portugal feemed determined — 
to remain neutral, and the States-general of the United Pro- 
vinces 
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-yinces politically purfued the fame line of condu@. The 
German powers were lefs quietly difpofed. 

The court of Vienna, ever fince the treaty of Breflaw, but 
more efpecially fince that of Aix-la-Chapelle, had viewed 
the rifing greatnefs of the king of Pruffia with, envious eyes. 
The emprefs queen had never been reconciled to’ the lofs of 
Silefia ; one of the moft fertile countries in Europe, and 
which yielded a clear annual- revenue of four millions of | 
dollars, to a rival whom fhe perfonaily hated. She accords 
ingly entered fecretly into a learue with the emprefs of 
Ruffia for the recovery of that fine province, and even for 
firipping the king of Pruffia of his hereditary dominions. 
But this league, into which the king of Poland, as elector of 
Saxony, alfo was drawn; did net efcape the vigilance of the 
penetrating Frederick: | And time and circumftances enabled 
him to break its force; before the fcheme of his enemies was 

' tipe for execution: 

As foon as the king of Great Britain faw his German dos 
minions ferioufly threatened by the French; who had already 
formed magazines in Weftphalia, with the confent of the 
eleCtor of Cologne; he applied to the court of Vienna for 
the troops which it was bound to furnith by treaty. But the 
emprefs-queen excufed herfelf from fulfilling her engage- 
ments, under pretence that the war having ofiginated in 
America, did not come within the terms of her treaty with 
the court of London. Thus difappointed by the imperial 
court, as well as in his application to the States-general, his 
Britannic majefty concluded a fubsidiary treaty with the 
court of Peterfburg ; in confequence of which the emprefs 
of Ruffia engaged to hold in readinefs, for his fupport, an 
army of fifty-five thoufand men, on the frontiers’ of Lithua- 
hia, and to put them in motion on the firft notice. 

This treaty was perfectly agreeable to the court of Vienna; 
whofe fecret views it was calculated to promote; as it af- 

forded the Ruffians a decent pretext for entering Germany, 
vand even encouraged them to fuch a meafure by a liberal 

Vou. Va O fubfidy. 
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fubfidy.') The two empreffes, therefore,’ flattered themfelves, 
that'they fhould not only beable to accomplith their ambi~ 
tiotis project, but to-make Great, Britain bear, the expence 
‘of the execution! ofits The ‘ruin ofthe king of Pruffia 
rt _ feemed inevitable to all the powers who. expected to {hare in 
his dominions. | His own fagacity,: however, at once faved 
him from:the machinations of his-enemies, and gave a new 
4urn to the politics of Europe. Though affured of the friend- 
fhip of France, and acquainted with-her views,,he boldly, de-. 
clared, That he would oppofe the introduGion of foreign 
troops into the empire, under whatfoever pretence, and con- 
Aider:as. enemies. thofe. who -fhould attempt to, introduce 
ee them. § a eas dhe 
b «he. king of ind Biiciion eae vate this ee tae 
tion, ces pleafed with its profeffed. objet, the exclufion of 
SEs «>», (foreign troops, concluded, at Weftminfter,.on that 
oe tle de principle, ia treaty with the king of Praflia ; ; not 
= doubting bat he fhould-fillbe, able to preferye.a, good, un- 
-derfhanding: with the courts, of Vienna and Peterfburg, ., But 
the houfe of Auttria,: forgetting’ its, Jjealouly of the family.of 
Bourbon,-in its animofity againtt the, Profan, smonarch, aot 
only: entered into a league: iwith, Er ange, along, with Rufha 
and Sweden; but partly gave.up its »barrier, inthe Nether- 
ands, which had been acquired by,torrents, of Britifh; bload, 
cand, millions. of Britith treafure, in \order.to. ‘cement more 
cloféiy the unnatural confederacy, ., Thefe new and fingular 
allances, figned at Vertailles, neceffarily.drew tighter 
the bands of wnion between George H.j,and his nes 
Lphew, the king of Pruffia. . 
-Meanwhile the people-ef Great: Bein Ae no.confi- 
dence in their miniftry, were feized with a fhameful, panic, 


many le 


notwithftanding their nay val fuperiority,, atthe rumour of a 
«French invafion., That panic was in.fome meafure.diffipated, 
bythe arrival of a large body of.H lanovetians and. Heffians, 

forthe protection of. the kingdom. . But new siccloulesaahd 
efearstarofe, as foon as the alarm of the invafion fubfided 
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the foreign troops’ being reprefented, by the: diffatisfied part 
of the nation, ‘asthe moth dangerous enemi¢s of the {tates 
Thevattention: of the’ public was, however; ‘called. off from 
that obje&t, for a tinie, by the iiews of theinvafion of the 
ifland Jf Minorea by a French armament under the duke dé 
Richeliew. | 'This'meafure was immediately followed, 0) 
‘on'the part of Great Britain, by a declaration of war. my ; 
againit France, which was anfwered by a -counter-declaras 
tion from the court of Veriaillesy ac 2onte) Jo-quft 
_) The Englith populace; who in: al great political eagle 

may be faid to dire& the refolutions of. the: throne, were | 
‘pleafed with that indication ‘of {pirit mthe» government, as. 
well as with the treaty with the king of Pruffia ; which was 
‘alfo approved by the parliament, and induftrioufly reprefented 
by the court as effential to the fupport of the proteftant interef 
wn ‘Germany. But certain unfortunate events revived the cla 
‘mour’ againft the miniftry, and increafed the national de- 
fpondeney, fot which there was but-too much caufe; the 
‘martial {pirit of the people being almoft extin&, and the 
‘€ouncils of the fovereign divided. "Fhefe matters will re- 
‘quire fome explication. 

‘Various caufes had contributed to. the extiaStion of the 
martial fpirit in Great Britain... The long peace that fuc- 
eceded the treaty of Utrecht, the eftablifhment of a ftanding: 
ariny, aid the confequent negle&t of the’ militias all had a 
‘tendency to, eftrange the people of England from the ufe of 
"arms. The’ citizen having delivered his fword into the 
hands of the hireling foldier, chearfully contributed to the 
expences of government, and looked up for fafety to a band 
of mercenaries, whons he confidered as dangerous to: public 
hr’: erty. 

‘That difiriclination to’arms, increafed by a laciative com- 
merce, was encouraged by the court ;- which, during the 
whole reizn of the firft, and great part of that of the fecond 
Gorge, was unde? perpetual alarm’ on account of the in- 
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trigues of the adherents ‘of the’ houfe of Stuart. -The war 
between Gréat Britain ‘and Spain, which began in the year 
1739, and afterwards involved all Enrope, revived, in fome 
degree,’ a mattial fpirit in the Britifh army and navy. But 
the body of the people of England, as appeared on the irrup= 
tion of the Highlanders, in 1745, had relinquifhed all con- 


fidence in themfelves. Being: aceuftomed to pay for pro= — 
tetion, though jealojis of their very protectors, they trem= 


bled before a fmall body of defperate mountaineers. 

‘Many motions were made in parliament, that the militia 
‘might be put on a refpectable footing, for the-general fecu~ 
tity of the kingdom: But the jealoufy of government long 
prevented any effeCtual ftep being taken for that purpofe ; 
while the peace that followed the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle,. 
by relaxing ftill farther the manners of the nation, had made 
the people yet lefs warlike.’ And as the fmall ftanding army, 
widely difperfed over the extenfive dominions of the empire, 
was evidently infuficient for its protection, the unarmed and 
undifciplined inhabitants of Great Britain were jufily filled 
with: terror and apprehenfion at the profpeét of a French in- 
yafion. : 

In this extremity a militia-bill, on the fame prineiples with. 
the law now in force, was framed by the honourable Charles 
‘Townthend, and paffed the Houfe of Comimons, but was 
rejected by the Houfe of Peers. Thus deprived of the only 
conftitutional means of defence, by a government that owes 
its exiftence to the fuffrage of the people, and a family which 


reigns but by their voice, England fubmitted to the indignity” 


of calling im foreign mercenasies, for her defence againft an 
enemy wh» had oftén trembled at the fhaking of her fpear,. 
and who was now more her inferior than in any former pe- 
riod, in every naval‘and military refource. 

That indignity was keenly felt by all Briers of men in cs 
ftate, and the national defpondency, and the orderly behavi- 


our of the foreign troops, only could have prevented a. popu~ : 
lar'infurre@tion. “The pt incipal fervants of the crown, on 
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whom the public. indignation’ chiefly fell, were, feverely. 
blamed. for expofing the kingdom to fuch an indelible dif- 


grace. The miniftry, indeed, had never been, properly fet- 
tled fince the death of Mr. Pelham, in 1754, That minifler, 


though fufii@iently. difpofed. to. gratify his fovereign in his 


_ paiion for German alliances and. continental ‘politics, was 
believed to be at bottom:a fincere friend to: his country, and 
to the liberties of the people. His brother the duke of N ow- 
caftle, who fucceeded him as firft commiffioner of the treafury, 
and who was no lefs compliant to the court, poffeffed: nei- 
ther his virtues nor his talents ; and Mr. Fox, who had lately: 
been appointed fecretary of flate, afid was confidered as. the 
oftenfible ‘minifter, though a man ef abilities, was fuppofed 
to be void of principle. He was befides. very, unpopular, as 
he had:;made the motion in the Houfe. of Commons for 
bringing over the \Hanoverians and- Hefhans, inftead of 
adopting any vigorous meafure for.internal defence, 9. , 

The, Britith miniftry, however, were blamed, for events 
‘which it was not altogether in their power to govern, dif- 
trated. as they were by the national panic. And in order 
to increafe that panic, as well as to conceal their defign upon 


Minorea, the French had marched,,down large bodies of 


troops to their maritime provinces, contiguous to the coaft 
of-England. Nor were their naval preparations lefs formid- 
able. Befide a great number of frigates and flat-bottomed 
boats, which might-be employed as tranfports, they had near 
forty fhips of the line at Breft and other poxts on the ocean. 
‘Jt was therefore judged prudent to keep a fuperior Englith 
fleet in the Channel; and as it was conjeCtured the French 
could not have above fix or eight fail of the lige at Toulon, 
an Englifh fquadron of only ten fail of the line, two {hips 
of foriy- eight guns, and three frigates, was fent into the Me- 
diterranean. : 

The command of. this {quadron was. given to. admiral 
Se fon of the celebrated naval officer of that name, who 


ea the Spanith. &e off Meffina, in 1718. When 
: a Byng 
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Byng arrived at Gibraltar, Rilere his ua aa a iomente 
ed by” an ‘additional ‘fhip of the line; “he learned ‘that the 
French had already landed fifteen thoufand men ‘in the ifland 
pf Minorca, and ‘were befieging the caftle of St. Philip, 
which | commands the town and port of Mahon, si ‘Having on 
board a reinforcement for the garrifon of that’ fortrefs, ‘he 
immediately failed for the ‘place ‘of his deftination, after reL 
ceiving a detachment from the gartifon of Gibraltar. “Hé 
was “joined on his way by the Phoenix frigate, ‘commanded 
by. captain Harvey; who confirmed his former’ intelfigencé, 
and informed him particularly of the ftrength of the enemy’s 
fleet. Tt confifted of twelve fail of the line and Ye frigates, 
under the marquis de la Galiffoniere. = 3" ON ™ es 
“On the approach of the Englifh admiral to the harbour of 
Mahon, he had the fatisfaction to fee the Britifh colours 
ftill flying’on the caftle of St. Philip. But, notwithftanding 
that animating circumftance, his atrempts for its relief were 
feeble and ineffectual. Ina word, Mr. Byng feems to have 
been utterly difcouraged, from the moment he learned’ the 
ftrength of the Pret fleet, though little fuperior to his own, 
and to have given up Minorca for loft as foon as he heard it 
was invaded. This fully appears, both from his fubfequent 
condu€t, and from his letter to the fecretary of the admi- 
ralty, before he arrived at Mahon. In that letter, (which 
forms a kind of prelude to the account of his mifcarriage) 
after lamenting that he did not ‘teach Minorca before the 
landing of the French, he expreffed himfelf thus : Tar 
«© firmly of opinion, that throwing men into i Caftle at 
6 only enable it to hold out a. little longer, and add to the 
“¢ numbers that muit fall into the enemy’s hands ; for the 
¢* garrifon, in time, will be obliged to furrender, unlefs a 
«¢ fufhcient number of men could be landed to raife the 
“ fege. Jam determined, howeyer, to fail up to Minorca 
s¢ with the fquadron, where I fhall be.a_ better judge of the 
fituation of affairs, and will give general Bl akeney all the 
st affiflance he fhall require, But Iam afraid all communi- 
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“ cation will be cut off between, us; for ie the enemy. have, 
« eredted batteries on the two shores, near the ‘entrance of 
s the harbour, (an advantage fearce to be fuppofed. they: 
* have neglected). it wall render.it impofhble for our boats. 
“* to have a paflage to the fally-port of the garrifon *. 7 AE: 
«Admiral Byng’s behaviour was “conformable to hole dee 
fetes ideas. When the French admiral ad- 
vanced, to prevent him from throwing troops into — 
the citadel of Mahon, he difpofed his fleet in order of battles 
but kept at fuch a diftance, under pretence of preferving: the 
line unbroken, that 4s divifion did very little damage.to the 
enemy, and his own noble {hip of nmety guns was never 
properly in the engagement. -The divifion under rear-ad- 


May200- 


miral Weft, however, the fecond in. command, drove 
three of the French fhips out of the line: and, 3f fupported, 
would have gained a complete victory, As an apology for 
not bearing down upon the enemy, Byng i is faid to have told 
his captain, that he would avoid the error of admiral Mate 
thews, who incurred the cenfure of a court-martial by his 
wrong-headed temerity, in rafhly violating the laws of naval 
difcipline ! ; 
“FE he confequences of this indecifive a€tion were fuch as 
had been forefeen by thofe acquainted with the fentiments of 
the Englith admiral . Byng, though in fome meafure victo~ 
yious, as the French admiral bore away to fupport that part 
of his line which, had been broken by Mr. Weft, and al- 
though the Engijth flect had loft only about forty men, ims 


‘mediately. retired to Gibral tar, as.if he had fuftained a defeat, 


‘The reafons afhigned for that retreat, in which a council of 


ay: ur concurred, w ere his inferiority .to.the enemy in number 


“at men and guns; his apprehenfions for the fafety of Gib, 


Da Letter from on ree the Ramsilli es, Gi ibraltar Bay, to. Mr. Cleveland, 


“Gecré ate y of the Admiralty, May 4) 1755: et T fhould fail in the relief of 
os® Pont Mahon,” adds ‘he, “ I fhalliook upon’ the fectrity and protéc- 


S*tidn of Gibraltaf as my next object, and ihall repair down dere with the 
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raltar, and the impoffibility ‘of relieving Minorca ; though 

it appeared, on the falleft evidence, that mo attempt to afford 

fuch relief was made, ‘and that the landing lof. troops, vat the 

: ae the caftle, was very practicable. so. .ccslinuc 
A French fleet, on the retreat of admiral. itatie returns: 
edto its {tation off the harbour of Mahon, And the garrifon 
of fort St. Philip, being thus deprived/of ali hope of relief, ge- 
neral Blakeney, the governor, furrender ed the: place, and 
— with it the ifland of Minorca, after a fege of nine weeks.— 
The defence! was not fo vigorous as might have been ex- 
pected, confidering the ftrength of the works, the advanta- 
geous fituation of the caftle or citadel, and the-rocky foil, 
which renders ‘it almoft impracticable to: open trenches. «But 
‘the warrifon was too fmall by one'third, not: exceeding three 


thoufand men # the ‘befiegers were numerous, amounting to 
near twenty thoufand, and ‘repeatedly reinforced with froth 
resiments, after the retreat of the Englith fleet. Their train 
of artilleryswas aw! fully formidable, contifting of near one hun- 
dred pieces of batteringcannon, befide mortarsand howitzers. 

The duke de Richelieu pufhed his apptoaches: with ardour, 
and. even led on his troops in perfon to feveral defperate af- 
faults; ° Therefore, although only two of the outworks were 
taken when the capitulation was"ligned, ‘and but one hurt- 
dred of the garrifon flain, while the French had loft about 
five thoufand of their beft troops, ‘the'condu&.of Blakeney, 
when contrafted with; that of Byng, appeared to fuch advan- 
Bes gies tage, that he: became » extremely popular: on ‘his ‘arrival in 

yi England, notwithftanding his want of fuccefs, and \ was raifed . 
by his fovereign to the peerage. 

The fortune of admiral Bvng was very different. - The 
public cry was loud againft him ; and he was odious to the 
miniftry, on whom he had endeavoured to throw the blame 
of hismif carriage: He was fuperfeded by fir Edward Hawke 


2. See the Examination of Lord Righeon and Mri ee in the ep ae Tie 
of Admiral Foba Byng. 
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in the command of the. fleet in| the, AMidistirraiéagy oaind 
brougie home under» arre(t to be tried for his lifes gory wee | 
“The news of thetaking of Minorca tv anfported the. F i ench 
populace, ‘and even the court; with the moft-extr 
and exultation., Nothing: was [0 vbe. feen, in. France, but 
triumphs and proceffions ; nor any, thing heard but anthems, 
congratulations, and hyperbolical complimeuts to the victor, 
+The people of England were depreffed.in an equal degree, 
when informed of: the lois.of that important place. But. in« 
flead of afcribing itto.the number and valour of the French 
foldiers and failors, or to the fill of their, commanders, the 
great body of the Englith ‘nation imputed it wholly to the 
cowardice of admiral .Byng, and the improvidence of the 
Britith miniftry. Petitions accordingly poured in from all 
quarters, demanding juftice, and an inquiry into the condué 
of adminiftration relative to Minorca.’ ; 
Meanwhile: a general hope prevailed, that anemia 
would notoextend . tovevery. feene of action. - “And. MOry fan- 
guine expectations. were. entertained. of faccefs in North 
America); s where the war had originated, and where our 
moft effential interefts were {uppofed to be at flake... Orders 
had been iflued for raifing, in the; Englith colonies, four 
battalions of regulars, which were foon completed,,and dif- 


ciplined by. experienced officers. . Two. additional regiments 
were fent from. the -mother-country. And igovernment_re- 
folved to take nponditelf. the: whole weight and condud of — 
the -war in America, on accouat of. the-divifions inthe pro- 
wincial.aflembhes..., The earl. of Loudon. was. appointed 
commander in chief of all the Britith forces:there, and gene- 

ral Abercrombie*fucceeded Shirley, as fecond in command. 
Theplan of operations for the campaign was great, yet 
‘promifing and‘flatteting. It was propofed to.reduce-the for- 
trefs of Niagara, fituated, as already. obferved, at the:junction 
of the lakes Ontario and Erie, in order to cut off the com- 
“munication between Canada and Louifiana, and prevent the 
» French from ieee their new poits upon the Ohio; to 
befiege 
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| befiege Fort du. Quefne, the. principal of thofe pofts ; to. take, 


Theoades a and, Crown, Point,. that the:frontier of. New: 
ght be delivered from the danger, of. invafion, and 
: acquire the command of lake Champlain, over, 
whi “forces mght be tranfported.. in cafe of any. attempt 
upon Quebec. soe was viagreesh upon as. the pce of 
rendézyous. 

At that flation ohsalldsavereieitl arrived on the fifth 
day of June, and affumed the command. of the forces there 
affembleds They confifted of about four thoufand » ‘regulars, 
including the’ American battalions ; four iudependent com- 


panies belonging to the colony of New. York ; a regiment 


of militia from: New. Jerfey ; a formidable body. of men 
taifed. by the New England. provinces, and. four companies 
levied-in’North Carolina. by 
The. Englith colonies toward the” oi but otpnetatie 
Virginia and Maryland, had fuffered fo feyerely from the rae 


‘vages of the French and Indians, to which they were Hill €Ne 


pofed, that-it was with the utmoft. difficulty they could: de 
fend themfelves. . The inhabitants of Penfylvania, of whom 
Quakers form the. moft confiderable body, though, expofed 
to fimilar barbarities, could, hardly, be prevailed upon ta 
make.any provifion for. their own fecurity ; but, inftead of 
fending troops to the general rendezvous, when fmote on one 
fide.of the head, they prefented the other to the favage ats. 
failant. And the number of negro flaves, in South Carolina, 
above the due proportion of -white inhabitants, wasfo great, 
that the aflembly judged it nconfiftent with the fafety of the 


' province to {pare any part of their domedtic force for diftant 


enterprifes. apes 
qvhe-army affembled-at J Albany, however, though patie 

too fmall to, have completed the wholei,extenfive plan of 

operations, was of fuficient ftrength to have performed ver 


effential fervice, if it had entered immediately upon, ation, 
: Sele A es : ; . rc 
‘But as general Abercrombie delayed the execution’ of -every. 


part of that }}in until the arrival of lord Loudon (which — 
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proved too late in the feafon for lany thing! of asntee tenner, 


be afterward effeted; or at leat’ ufidertaker ares int reafonL 
able probability ‘of ‘faeeets), atiother campaign was loft te 
Great Britain; through neglect’ and: ipieievattihiatt 
time ‘Was afforded the French, ‘not'only to take’ precautions 
at thelr leifute ‘againft any future‘attempt oh their backfettle: 
ments, but to proceed unmolefted in their ambitious {cheme 
6flenctdathing on the'Britith colonies, and reduting‘all our 
fortifications in the neighbourhood of thé Lakes. ~ The mar= 
quis ‘de’ Montealin, who'had fueceeded Diefkau in'the com: 
mand of the forées in Canada, ‘and who poffeffed a bold mi 
litary genius, accordingly invefted Ofweco, and reducedat 4 am 
a few days.’ The gartr ifon, to the number of fixteen hundred 
nen, were made prifoners of war; and, befide feven armed 
veffels and two hundred battoes, one hundred and twenty+ 


one! pieces ‘of cannon, ‘fourteet mortars, with ‘a great’ quan- 
tity of ammunition and eebtipehes ate = into — sii of 
the enemy’, eee : : ENG #5 
*°'$o unfortunate for Great Britain was the ifue’ of the'fes 
eond campaign ‘in North Ametica }' Nor did our affairs wear 
4 mote favourable afpeét in the Eaft Indies.” Admiral Watt 
fon, who commanded the Britith fleet in thofe latitudes; had 
indéed, ‘inthe beginhing of the year, reduced Gheria ; the 
principal fortrefs of Tulagee Angria, a pyratical prince, 
whofe anceftors had eflablifhed chemfelves near Bombay,'on 
the coaft of Malabar, and who had’there become rich and 
powerful by pillaging European’ veffels. And: the’ Englith 
fadtories at Madrafs and Fort St. David, where ‘hoftilities 
could’ Hever be faid to have ceafed, were able to maintain 
their ¢ ground againft the French and their Indian allies: But 
deftruGion came from an unexpected quarter, and’ fell upon 
‘a place that was thouzht to bein the’ mofl ‘perfect fecurity. 

‘The vaft comiiérce of Eneland-to’ the Eaft Indies, fince 
es ‘middle wy the prefent century, and her immenfe territorial 
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acs in, aaa where this blow was ftruck, provoke 
"me to attempt.a defeription of that rich, country, bale me~ 
morable, revolutions I fhall have occafion’ to relate.) 

Bengal, the moft eafterly province of Indoftan, lies bee 
tween the. twentieth and twenty-feventh degrees of north la- 
titude, and extends from eaft to welt almoft feven hundred 
miles. As Egypt owes its fertility to the Nile, Bengal is 
indebted for jts penthake to the Ganges... This magnificent 
body of water, after haying received, in a courfe of fix-hun- 
dred smiles, rat its irruption through the mountains on the 
frontier of India, to the twenty-fifth degree of latitude, fever 
large; rivers, and many inferior tributary ftreams, enters the 
province.of Bengal near the mountain of Tacriagully, whofe 
foot it wathes, and whence it runs in a fouth-eaft direBion 
to the. fea; - 

An hundred miles psa Tacriagully, the Ganges ftretches 
towards the fouth an arm, which is.called the river Coffim; 
buzar; and fifty. miles lower, another.arm, called the Jelin- 
geer; which, after flowing about.forty miles. to the fouth- 
well, unites..with the Coffimbuzar. at a town named Nud- 
deah; . ‘Che river formed by the junction of the Cofimbuzar - 
and Jelingcer is fometimes called the Little Ganges, but more 
commonly the. river Hughley ; which, . after flowing one 
hundred and.twenty miles in a {outhern direction, enters the’ 
fea.at the ifland of Sagor, 

The principal ftreany of the Ganges, aiialte for. the. fake 
of diftingion, is called the Great Ganges, continues. to: re- 
ceive, from. the going out of the Coffimbuzar, to the middle 
of the twenty-fecond degree of latitude, a roultitude of fmall 
rivers. ‘There its flood is joined by that of the Baramputrah, . 
a yet greater river, which riies on the eaftern fide of thofe 
vaft mountains that fend forth the Ganges to the, weft, The 
conflux of thofe two mighty rivers is tamultuous, and has 
formed feve ral large iflands between" their junétion: and the 
open fea,. which their wa ters reach about. thirty-five miles 
lower. qs 


Tacriagully, - 
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~ Tacriagully is the termination of a ftupendous range of 
mountains, which accompanies the courfe of ‘the Ganges 

from the weft. And about fifty miles beyond 'Tacriagully, 
where thefe mountains begin to form the northern boundary 
of Bengal on the weftern fide of the Ganges, another range 
of mountains ftrikes from the fouth, but in a curve fwelling 
weftward, which terminates within fight of the fea, about 
thirty miles from Ballafore. ‘To the north, thofe mountains 
divide Bengal from the fouthern divifion of Behar or Bahar ; 
and, to the fouth, they feenr the natural feparation of Bengal 
from Orixa. Eaftward, the province of Bengal extends as 
far as Rangamatty ; a town belonging to the king of a 
on the river Baramputrah. 

The fea-coaft of Bengal, between the mouth of the river 
Hughley and that of the Great Ganges, extends, from eaft 
to weft, one hundred and eighty miles; and the whole is a 
_ dreary inhofpitable thore, which fands and whirlpools render 

inacceflible to fhips of ‘burden. ~ For feveral miles within - 
Jand, the country is interfe@ted by numerous channels, 
through which both rivers difembogue themfelves, by many 
mouths, into the ocean ; and the iflands formed by thefe chan- 
nels are covered with thickets, and occupied chiefly by beafts 
of prey.’ But ‘the country higher up is very differently in- 
habited ; and fo defirabte, that it has been called the Paradife 
of India. 

The triangle formed by the Coffimbuzar and Hughley 
rivers to the weit, by the Great Ganges te the eaft, and by 
the fea-coaft to the fouth, as well asa large tra€t, on each 
hand, to the north of this Delta, is as level as the Lower 
fEgypt, and no where exhibits a fingle ftone. The foil is a 

‘ftratum of the richeft mould, lying on a deep fand; which 
being interfperfed with fhells, indicates the land to have been 
overflowed. Such parts of that immenfe plain as are not 
watered by the- Ganges ‘or its branches, are fertilized by 
many other ftreams from the mountains’; ahd for the {pace 

of 
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fi three months, from’ May to Auigntty aia ‘the’ fits is 


itstk & © 


moftly vertical, heavy rains fallevery day#: © > 

gAri confequence of thefe advantages’ of foil bad sist o 
inhabitants of Bengal’ are enabled’ to” fabhitt by lefs? labour 
than the people of any other country on thé face’ of the 
earth. Rice, which forms the’ bafis of their food, is ‘pros 
duced in fuch plenty, that two pounds aré often fold for 4 


farthing. Many other grains, and a vaft- variety of ff uits 
_and culinary vegetables, as well as the fpices that enter nto 


their diet, are raifed with equal eafe, and-in the greatelt 
abundance. Salt is found in the iflands néar the fea, and the 
fugar-cane thrives every where. Fifh fwarm'‘ ineall the 
ftreams and ponds ; and the cattle, though fmall, are inere- 
dibly numerous. - Hence, in fpite of defpotiim, the province 
is extremely populous: and the labours of agriculture being 
few and light, many hands are left for the fine fabrics of the 
loom, the principal branch of oriental induftry. More pieces 
of cotton and filk are accordingly manufactured in Bengal, 
notwithftanding the indolence and effeminacy of the inhabit 
tants, who are utterly deftitute of all’vigour of mind’, than 
in any other country of Indottan ‘of three ‘times: the fame sex’ 
tent; and as thefe manufactures are chiefly intended for! és 
portation, and fold cheaper than ‘any where elfe, thé trade of 
Bengal has ever excited the avidity of the Buropeans, {mde 
navigation opened them a paflage — et — oe of 

Good Hope. ¢ €330 a 

As early as the year '1640, the agents of ‘the Enplith Bak 
India company obtained leave to build a factory at Hughley ;- 
a'town fituated on the’ river of ‘the fame ‘name, about ne 
hundred miles from the’ fea; and then ‘the principal port i 
the province of Bengal. But the officers of the Mogul ¢a- 
yernment {uperintended the progrefs.of the buildings, and vba 


4. Orme, book vi. 
. This languor may be afcribed partly to the climate, and partly to iNe 
sect able diet of tke inhabitants, whofe religion precludes them the ule. ae 
animal fy0d. 


Ltr. XXXI1.]) MODERN EUROPE. 207 


jected to,every, thing which refembled, or might be:converted 
into a {tation of defence ; the court, of; Delhi, at; that itime, 
difdaining to allow, in any, part: of its dominions,; the: ap- 
pearance of any foyereignty butts own, or the erection ofa 
fingle, baftion. by .any;.European, power ®. . Nor does. this 
contradict what has been formerly faid of the firft European 
fettlements on the fea-coft of Indoftan;. the) territory on 
which they. ftood, and many of the forts themfelves,, having 
either been purchafed, or wrefted from princes who had not 
fubmitted to the,Great Mogul. orl 
The fame jealous policy that prohibited the Englifh oon 
ereCting fortifications, alfo forbid the introduétion, of mili 
tary force. An entlign.and thirty men, to do honour, to the 
principal agents, were all the troops the Eaft India company 
was permitted to keep at Hughley. In this naked condition, 
and in confequence of it, expofed to frequent fines and. exac+ 
tions, the factory continued,, until the year 1686 ; when, as ‘ 
a remedy againft fuch arbitrary impofitions, an attempt was 
made by the Company to eftablith a defenfible poft by force 
of arms. The enterprife ultimately failed,: yet were. the 
Englifh agents permitted to fettle.a factory. at Soota-nutty, 
about ten miles lower, on the fame river, than Hughley, in 
1689; and the year following, they received a phirmaund or 
patent from Aurengzebe, allowing them to trade free of cuf- 
toms, on condition of paying annually a ftipulated fum, 
Thefe indulgences were granted to the Englith from an 
apprehenfion of their utterly, abandoning the trade of Bengal, 
as they had remoyed to Madrafs after the mifcarriage of their 
armament. . And other caufes contributed to root them more 
firmly, in that province. In. 1696, the rajahs on the weftern 
fide of the .river Hughley took up arms; and the principal 
part of the nabob’s forces being then with the court at Dac- 
ca, the rebels, headed by, the rajah of Burdawan, mace great 
progrefs, before a body of troops fuficient to oppofe them 
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éould be affémbled. They took Hughley, plundered Maxa- , 


davad, and thence proceeded to Rajahmahal. .- 


On the rife of this rebellion, all the European fagtoties i in. 


the province of Bengal augmented their foldiery, and de 
¢lared for the nabob; éatncilly requefting, at the fame time; 
his permiffion to put their feveral fettlements in a pofture of 
defence againft the common enemy. The nabob, in general 
terms, defired them to provide for their fafety. An apology 
for fo doing was what they had all along fought. Happy; 
therefore, 1 in being furnifhed with an order fo conformable to 
their views, the Dutch raifed walls, with baftions, round 
their factory, about a_mile to the fouth of Hughley. The 
French fortified with no lefs diligence, and- more fill, their 
fettlement at Chandernagore, two miles lower on the river ; 
and the Englifh, as their bulwark, erected Fort William at 
Calcutta, a {mall town where they had built their principal 
magazines, contiguous to Soota-nutty 7} Such was the ori- 
gin of the three European fortifications im the province of 
Bengal. 

From the time that the Englifh eftablithed i eaptens at 
Calcutta, which they were foon after permitted to-purchafe; 
together with its territory, from the Zemendar or Indian pro- 


prietor, the trade of the compariy continued to flourifh, in 


fpite of many difcouragements from home: and the town ins 
creafed wonderfully in population, notwithftanding the jeale 
oufy of the nabob.. The company’s agents had even the 
addrefs to obtain from the Great Mogul, in 1714, the privi- 
Tege of paffports or du/fucks ; which, being recognized 
throughout the province of Bengal, their goods were thence- 
forth exempted from cuftoms, and no longer liable to be 
{topped by the officers of the revenue. 

This was a fingular indulgence, and contributed greatly to 
facilitate and augment the trade of the Englifh Eaft India 
Company ; more efpecially as none of the other European 


7- Orme’s Hift. Indoft, hook vi, 
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companies 
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“companies were entitledito the fame ‘indulgence, nor any of 
the natives except two or three principal pcs who 
purchafed it from the nabob at an exorbitant price*. But 
the envy and jealoufy, occafioned by thofe advantages, ex- 
‘cited: againit the Englifh the hatred both of the European 
and country powers; and that jealous hate, in the latter, | 
brotight on the fatal cataftrophe, which makes this digreffion 
neceffary. 

On the death of the nabob, or more properly Subah Alla-. 
verdy, who had governed with great ability, for many years, the é 
provinces of Bengal, Behar, and Orixa, the fupreme 
authority devolved, according to his deftination, 
upon his prandfon Surajah Dowlah, a‘weak and tyrannical 
prince. Equally timid, fufpicious, and cruel, the new viceroy 
determined to take vengeance on all whom he feared, and to 
owe hid fecurity to the inability of any power within his jurif 
dition to hurt him. ‘The Englifh had particularly awakened 
his apprehenfions by the taking of Gheria, a fortrefs deemed _ 
impregnable in Indoftan, by their incteafing ftrength in the ~ 
Carnatic, and by the growth of their fettlement at Calcutta. 

Other circumftances confpired to point the refentment of 
Surajah Dowlah immediately againft the Englith fa@ory in 
Bengal. Hevwas informed, and not altogether without foun- 
dation, that the agents of the Eaft India Company had abufed 
their privilege of du/tucks ; by making them fubfervient not 
only to the importation of European, and the exportation of 
India goods, but to: thé importation” of commodities from 
other parts of Indoftan, and even of the fame province, to 
the great diminution of the public revenue, and in direct 

~ contradi@tion to the purpofe for which they had been granted, 
the encouragement of foreign commerce. He therefore de- 
termined to get thofe paffports recalled by the court of Delhi, 
_ er to deny the validity, and alfo to punifh the abufe. And 
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oifty thoufand ‘men, with an intention of ftriking a blow in 2 
ee diftant quarter, ordered it to mafch dire@ly toward Calentta ; 
SSS “where the Englith, he was told, were building ‘new fortifi- 
—eations. He himfelf héaded his troops 5 -and, advanced with 


Ac. fuch rapidity, that many of them died of fatigue. Sufficient 


exprife. After attempting in vain to oppofe. the -enemy in 


: in Fort William ; aplace’ in jtfelf “by no-means ftrong; and 
"defended only by a fmall garrifon. Confcious” of his’ iaabi- 
lity to hold out, Mr. Drake; the ‘governor, called at twovin 
the morning a council of war, to which all: except 
the com mon foldiers were admitted ; ‘and jafter ,de- 
‘ating long, Whether they fhould immediatelyvefeape to-the 
company’s fhips in the river, or defer. their retreat until the 


June 19. 


~ any poli tive determination. But as the firth 

'. €arried'into execution, the ations was: rgenaeglly vunderftood 
to have been embraced. : aA Pe AIR Gta Paes 

Meanwhile the befiegers: vigor = ‘puthed their attatks, 

and hoped every ia Setone to éarry the fort’ by ftorm. Filled 

with terror, and ‘utterly unacquainted, with military fervice, 

= many of the company” S fervants, and even: fome membersof 

the council, went df. ‘to the fhips. A party of militia, it 

. was obferved, that had conducted: thé women on board the 

preceding night, did not returiz to the garrifon. ‘They. who 


"The governor, who Rad hitherto’ difce red no want of 
courage, te a the Sot of. falling into the 
+= .< = eae : eet ae e engi: z rs whe 


® - 


: ~ mifapprehenfion, the ee had affembled an armyjof 


a 


: “force, however, remained for the accomplifhinent. of) his” en- 


“the fireets and. avenues, the Englith inhabitants took sefage : 


fc lowing night, the council broke‘up, without coming to 
pofal was-not ee 


-Femained im it looked at: one another with -wild:affricht. — 


Sad ere :*.. 2 
teeyrcahands 2 
aut SF nso 3 


0 aries Rrot tan en sat 
o deat ata into a boat that lay 3 at the wharf, etia 
Vaitealineg ht garrifon of his intention, The military com- 
~ manding officer, and feveral other perfons of diftinétion, pu- 
_ fillanimoufly followed his example, and acahepanied hima to 
one of the hips. vad a , 
~The aftonithment of the Pecstaee at this defertion eed 
only be equalled by their indignation. N othing was heard 
for’a time but execrations againft the fugitives. At length, 
however, the tumultuous concourfe proceeded to -delibera+ 
tion: and Mr. Pearkes, the eldeft member of the council 


deft in the fort, having refigned his right of feniority to Mr. - 
Holwell, that gentleman was unanimoufly invefted with the’ 


chief command. The. number of militia and foldiery now 
remaining, amounted only to one hundred and ninety-men. 
The néw commander, therefore, having feen fome boats re- 
turn to the wharf, locked the gate leading to the: river, in Or- 
sede ‘to’ prevent future defertions. 
© Thesfame prompitude and fpirit diftinguithed Mr. Holz 
“eas s whole condud. But all his gallant efforts were found 
infufficient. to preferve the fort. Soon’ convinced of theit 
- weaknefs, and confcious of their danger, the garrifon threw 
out fignals for the {hips or beats to repair to the wharf. That 
rational hope ‘of efcape, however, failed them. One fhip 
having {truck on a fand-bank, ‘nota ‘fingle vefiel of any kind 
offered afterward to yield thema retreat. Asa laft-refource, 
_ Mr. Holwell threw a letter from the rainparts, inti- 


Or 
mating a defire'to capitulate ; many of the parrifon June 


having been killed fince the grt of the gover nor, ait ; 


more’ of the furvivors thrown into a a ftate of defpondency. 
Encouraged by this indication of weaknefs, the befiegers 
made a’defperaté but ineffectual affault ; after which one of 
the nabob’s offieers'appeared with a flag of truce, It was 
anfwered by another from the fort. A parley enfued ; but 


before any articles of capitulation could be fettled, the troops © 


5 ae Sur rajah J ey forced cpen one of the gates, and made 
ae. iP ap  themfelves 
fe : ) 
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themfelves mafters of the place, i ik without putting any 


of the garrifon tothe. fword 2s ousieaxe Spach dina token 


About an hour after the taking of Rast William, the na- 


bob entered it, a accompanied by his general Meer Jaffier, and 


moft of the great oficers of his army. Having given. di+ 
rections for fecuring the Company’s treafure, he feated him+ 
felf, with all the ftate of an Afiatic conqueror, in the princi- 


pal apartment of the factory, and ordered Mr. Holwell to be 


brought before him. On the firft appearance of that gentle- 
man, Surajah Dowlah expreffed violent refentment at the 
prefumption of the Englifh, in daring to refift his power; 
and chagrin at the fmallnefs of the fum found in the treafury: 
Softened, however, in the courfe of three conferences, he dif- 
miffed the Englifh chief, as he thought proper to.call bimy 


with repeated affurances, on the word of a foldier, that he 


Should fuifer no harm. adieds 
Notwithftanding thefe aflurances, Mr.. Holwell and his 
unfortunate companions (whom he found, on his return, fur= 
rounded by a flrong.guatd) were forced into the comimon. 
dungeon of the fort, ufually called the The Bi kh Ffole; about 
eight o’clock in the evening ;. and, ia Goatnccsk. only 
eighteen feet fquate, were they condermried to pafs the night 
4n one of the hotteft climates of the earth, - and in the hotteft 
feafon: of that climate. _ They could. receive no air but 
through two fmall grated windows, almoft totally blocked 
up by a neighbouring building, which. deprived, them of the 
common benefit even of the fultry atmofphere.. Theirdiftrefé_ 


“was inexpreffible, in confequence ‘of the heat, and the: pref> 


t 


{ure of their bedtes, as foon as the door was fhut: "They 
attempted to force it open, “but without effec. Rage fuc= 
ceeded difappointment. The. keeneft invectives» were uts 
tered, in order to provoke the guard to put an end to their 
wretched lives, by firing into the dungeon ; and whilft fome; 
in the agonies and torment of defpair, waleipirnetniag theit 
pStRae: ete =, : ers 
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Creator with frantic execrations, others were imploring r Te 
. 


lief from heaven, in wild and incoherent prayers. 

Mr. Holwell, who had taken his ftation at one of the win« 
‘dows, exhorted his fellow-fufferers to.compofure, as the only 
‘means of furviving till morning, In the mean time he ad- 
dreffed himfelf to an old Jemautdar, an officer of the guard, 
who feemed to have fome marks of humanity in his counte- 
-nance, promifing him a thoufand rupees, if he would fepa- 
rate them into different apartments. He retired to procure 
an order for that purpofe; but returned in a few minutes, 
with a forrowful face, and faid it was impofrble t Mifap- 
prehending his meaning, Mr. Holwell proffered him a larger 
fum. He retired a fecond time, and again returned with the 
fame woe-foreboding look ; while the prifoners rent the air 
with their cries to the guard, to open the dungean, and drank 
their own fweat to relieve their thirft. 3 

. Unhappy men !"*faid the Jemautdar,—‘ fubmit to 
«* neceflity. “Fhe Subah is afleep !—and what flave dares 
«« difturb his repoie 70 7? A ftronger picture of defpotifm was 
never drawn, nor a deeper feene of human mifery exhibited. 

. All fentiments of friendfhip, compaffion, or refpeét; were 
henceforth extinguifhed in the breafts of the devoted pri- 
foners. No one would give way for the relief of another ; 
but every one employed his utmoft ftrength to obtain a place 
near the windows, or to maintain that ftation. ‘The feeble 

_ funk, never mare to rife, and were trampled upon by their 
ftronger companions. The havock of death and the 
ftruggle for air continued until morning appeared ; when, 
the door being opened, of one hundred and forty-fix-petfons, 
thruft into the Black Hole, twenty-three only were brought 


‘put alive. And Mr. Holwell, and other two of the furvi- . 


vors, were condemned to farther fuff erings. ‘They were 
fen? prifoners ‘a Muxadavad, the ee Sa Provinces: in 
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Pape Stile preparations he faw making on the fr 
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finally ruined j in Bengal. Pn A Sapegst ig 
“G The accumulated misfortunes of Giew Britain did not, 


however, difcourage the ng of Pruffia, her brave ally; 
from taking vigorous ‘meafures i in order to defeat,the defigns_ 


of. his . ‘numerous enemies ; ; or to acquire that afcendant i in 


Germany which he had long been ambitious of attaining, | 


and which was now become in fome degree neceffary for 
his own prefervation, as well as to enable him to fulfil his 
political engagements with his Britannic majefty. Nor did 
George II. fail to a@ with proper dignity. He ordered hig _ 
eleGtoral minifter to deliver a memorial to the diet at Ratif- 
bon, expreffing his furprife, to find the treaty which he had 
lately concluded with the king of Pruffia induftrioully re- 
prefented as a ground of apprehenfion and terror; that as 
France had made open difpefitions for invading the ele€to- 

ate of Hanover, and difturbing the peace of Germany 5 sand 


the emprefs-queen, no ithftanding her obligations to Great 


Britain, had denied him the fuccours ftipulated by treaties 
2 fecutity of his 


he had negociated that alliance merely for the ; 
iliey of ofthe 


own dominions, and the prefervation of t 
empire, neglected by its head *?. i ee 

The behaviour of his Pruffian Sinseae wag HIE more 
ftately. . ie ordered his an ifter at court of Viel nae - 
to demand. t explicationjand. 3 affurances co 


s of Silefi a and. receiving only. evafiye anfwers, he re- 
folved to anticipate the defigns of his enemies, by carrying? 
the war into their. dominions, inftead of coolly. waiting its 
approach in his own. "And he called Heaven and earth to 
witnefs, That the empr Ha queen alone —_ be chargeable 
with all the innocent blood that might be fpilt, and the dif= 
mal i that moult abens the ee ofee “eS of — < 
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fa 


divided into three bodies, which purfued different 


sfamely, that fhe had no intention to attack him either this 


“year or the next.”? ” He had’ conftituted her, he faid, arbi- : 


trefs of peace or war; and her military preparations and 
Ai fterious replies left him no room to doubt which altemn2- 


tive the had chofen, though fhe declined a liberal anc PEs =, 


decifion of the momentous queftion. 
Th order to invade Bohemia with fuccefs, it is sa only. 
‘convenient, but almoft neceffar y> to take poffeffion of Saxo- 


ny. The king of Pruffia, who had projected the invafion’ - 
of that kingdom, and who hoped to be able to reduce it to °° 


obedience before the emprefs-queen could affemble her tr oops, 


or any of the other confederates be in 2 céndition to attack 


‘him, therefore refolved to occupy his eleCtorate.; a meafare’ 
in which he thought himelf juftified, as -he- knew that the 
elector had: concurred, im all the {chemes formed’ by ‘the 
courts of Vienna and Peterfburg for the ruin of the houfe 
ar Brandenburg, and waited only for an opportu- © 
nity: to,co-operate alfo. in, the: execution’ of then, 
He a€cordingly entered Saxony ‘with®a great army, contiift- 
ing of -feventy battalions and eighty fquadrons, — 


Aug. 29. 


Sept. 6, 


routes, atte affeabledt “by concert, in the neigh sbourhood of 


* Drefden. 
Unablagto refift fo powerful a force, Angulius abandoned 


hiscapital, which | was immediately occupied by the Pruffians, 


and joined his lictle army of fourteen thoufand men, : 
ept, I 
encamped at Pitna. That camp, which was lcemed : 


“ipregnable, he had not chofen merely on aggount ¢ of its: 


rength, but alfo becaufeche thought its-pofition feeured | him 
a communication with Bohemiayywhence oaly he could ex- 
pect fuccour, and whither he mile retire in cafe of necefi- 
ty. . Relying: on. thefe advantages, on the-attachment of his 
fubjects, and his intimate connexions with. the court. of 
Vienna, he feomfully rejected the reafonable’ requifition of 
“the king of Profi, That, aga progt of the finc cerity of. his 
srvitow profeliions of neutrality, he thould withdraw his 
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_army from the ftrong poft which it occupied, and order the 
“troops to return to their former quarters, in different bass 
of the ele€torate. 

This refufal induced the Uae of Prsfia to "dines bic 
plan of operations. As he had no magazines in Bohemia, 


he did not think it fafe to penetrate into that kingdom, and 


leave the Saxons mafters of the Elbe behind him. He there- 
fore refolved to furround their camp; and, as he could not 
hope to force it, to oblige them to furrender, by cutting off 
their fupplies, before he proceeded farther. With this view, 
he encamped at Grofs Zedlitz, in the neighbourhood of 
Pirna, and foon reduced the Saxon army to the greateft dif- 
trefs. _Meanwhile he fent two large detachments, one under 


" marefchal Keith, the other under marefchal Schwerin, to the 


frontiers of Bohemia, in order to keep the Auftrians in awe, 
and deprive them of the power of making any vigorous ef- 
fort for the relief of the Saxons, by. obliging them to. dividg 
_ their forces. “Keith took poft at Johnfdorff, and Schwerin 
at Aujeft, oppofite Konigf {gratz. Ve ; 
That was a cautious rather than a great line of condua. 
Had the king- of Pruffia marched into Bohemia with the ° 
main body of his almy, the momentghe found the king of 
Poland reject his propolitions of neutrality, leaving twenty 
thoufand men to block up the Saxon camp at irna, he 
might have made himfelf matter of the whole kingdom,” be- 
fore the Aultrians could have been in a a eondition to oppote 
him. Olmutz, and even: Prague, mut oon have fallen into 


his hands, both. being yet unpr ovided againgt a fiege ™3; where 


ne 
* aoe eR : as, 
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13. Hift. of the late War in Germany, by major-general Lloyd, whe ferved 
Several campaigns in the Aaftrian army, and afterward in that of prince Fer- 


dinand.  “ The conqueft of thefe two places,” adds this intelligent auther, 


«would have enabled his Pruffian majefty to begin the next campaign in 


«¢ Moravia, at lealt, and perhaps on the Danube, with the fiege’ ori blockade 
eS cES 

of Vienna; whence he might, without any rifk, have fent a confiderable 

6 @ 


corps to the frontiers of Hungary; and the army deftined to *guard Sasony 
“ into the empire, between. the fources.of the’ Maine and the €], 


ee 


5 


sper Danube, 


- 
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” as, by the plan that he purfued, the emprefs-queen had leifure 
to affemble two conficerable armies in Bohemia, and to put 
its principal towns in a flate of defence. The fmalleft of 

~ thefe armies, commanded by prince Piccolomini, took poft 
at Konigfgratz, in order to oppofe Schwerin ; the largeft 
under marefchal Brown, encamped at Kolin, and was deftin- 
ed to march to the relief of the Saxon army, as foon as the 
neceffary preparations could be made for that-purpofe. 

Thefe preparations being completed, marefchal Brown 
quitted his camp at Kolin, and advanced to Budyn on the 

Egra, in order to concert meafures with the Saxons 

for accomplifhing their enlargement. Now feem- 

ingly fentible of his miftake, in not having entered Bohemia, 
the politic and enterprifing Frederick, having left a body of 
troops to continue the blockade of Pirna, joined the divifion 

_ of his army under Keith, and refolved to give battle to the ~ 

a “Auftrian army under Brown. Such an opportunity he foon 
found. * 

‘The Auftrians having paffed t the Egra, and encamped at 
Lowofitz, ae Pruffian majefty thought it neceffary to’ pafs - 
the mountains of Bafcopol and Kletchen ; to put the defiles. 
behindshim, and d€cupy the ayeners leading to the plain be- 
fore marefchal Brown’s camp, > that he might without diff- ° 
culty agtack him, if he fhould judge it convenient, He ac- 

ecordingly left Tirmitz, to which he had advanced eich 

from Johnfdogff, sand arrived at Welmina about : 

‘eight o *clock 1 in the ev ne Fearing the enemy might de~ 

camp in the s ht,” a; cupy thé mountains of Radoftitz 
and [,obofch ; and, , by that moyement, not only «render it 

‘ impoffible for him’ to attack them, but even ‘oblige 
him to fall back to Aufig, he refumed his march, and 
occupied the mountains, of minor he was apprehenfive the 
Auftrians would take pofleffion. 

« cours from te: countries, and the laft would have :_ effectually prevented 
# thofe princes, who were the jung of Pruffia’s enefnie,from uniting againg 


z a Ibid. | ° 


Sept. 23, 


* I. 


> 


er 


ad salantin: in tea “linge ad fe pati ibreeg ch a 
The. right: wing of the infantry. was pofted in the village of 
Radoftiz, at the foot of the hill of the fame name, Before — 
that hill rifes another, called the Homolkaberg ; z. which alo 
though much lower. ak the former, is yet-fo. high as. to 
~command all tlte-plain below, as far as the village of: Salo- — 
-witz.. To this hill the king of Pruffia afterward extended tae 4 
his right wing, and placed. a. battery of heavy cannon upon. 
“it... His centre occupied: the valley formed by the Homolka-_ 
_ berg. and the Lobofcifberg ; and on! the Initelg his: left hoa 


we 


was potted. : 

Ehe’ Babotebbesr is a seca isB high a gs cones : 
tain, and extends into the plain almoft to Lowofitz.. That ~ 
fide of it is covered with vineyards, which .are feparated by * 
_ftone walls. In thefe.marefchal Brown had pofted a large 
body. of. Croats, who were fultained by fe ral talions*of . 
_ Hungarian infantry: Parallel to thofe mon ain , and = = 
© fome hundred yards diftance from foot of them, 1 
marfhy rivulet ; which iff Hany as a 
plain, and forms a: kind of Jake. Between tl 
the bills, on which the Prufian army was , formed, Meleba 
very dee . r2viny or fewer, hollowed by land floods, ae 
Sul rE Lowolitz, The only. paifes: owerahat Bd and: 
evnlet are gt. thefe, two. villages, and. by a ‘narrow fone: 
= Bridge bétieewt them. _ The ground behind the rivulet rifes'a 

litle, efpecially rors age Berk itz; ; and on this rifing “ground » 

“the Auftrian army, confifting dfifev egty-two' fgaacioail and 

fifty-two battalions, with njnely- -eight pieces of cannon, was - 
“pofted. It-was formed in two lines; ‘the tanta in, the 


cent Fes and the eet: as ih on the’ win 


on fhe eee w igmarched aoe Sar occu } 
rit the left. of the vi llage of Lowofitz, ; That, villa, ge + 


pdibtasepachud Gedtonts wh ey ipa ipeemedtig. 
, bbiiteiinEamnry, in it, with a great quantity” isntinge! = 
He had likewife raifed ‘a _ftrong battery, and fome redoubts _ 
on the plain before it.’ By thefe means he thought he’had _ 
_ rendered his ‘right ee his centre and left, ‘covered 
_ by the marihy rivulet and t ravin already mentioned, cers ye 


tainly were. He ae wait iar ne that 
pofition, ath Sa 


The action began’ about feven in the mista, stabi awe 
- the left wing of the Pruffians and the troops which mare | © 


.chal Brown had pofted in the Lobofchberg: But in‘ confe2 
quence of a thick fog, through which nothing could befeen’ 
at the diftance of an hundred yards, no confiderable advan; 
fage was gained, on either fide, till near ‘noon, when'the fog 
‘began to'clear up. It was foon entirely diffipated ; and the 
hoftile armies"{tood full in view of each other, agitated 
* with wa hopes and fears. > The king of Preflia, having: 
_ examined the Auftrian army for e time, judged i its right 
= be the dale: for many reafons, but chiefly hecaufe it 
was commanded frony the LicthotcWecp: He therefore or- 
‘dered - his fecc ynd line to enter into the firft, with the cavalry - 
in the hike fiat he’ Fiot OG y the Homolkaberg and 
‘patent ce THis being readily executed, the 
whole atmy was put in motion, inclining always to the left, . 
whence the’ ‘pro. jected att@ek was to be adem and the left’ - 


; wing being reinfdtced, and protected by Sie: fire ee MN Fate 
pus and well- feel artillery, nidtchied down | ‘the Lobofch- ; 


berg ‘toward Lowofitz, and drove the wre See 
yards into the plain. eal es he * a 
“Marefchal Brown ‘believing that the fortune ‘of the day 


ee - 


depended on his being able tokeep’ poffeflion of Lowofitz, ” 


threw eres his ‘whole tight wing into ‘it. The ation, 

swas her long apd obftinate: At length, however, 
ained © in favour of the Pr uffians. Seeing his’ 
reed to give way, the -Auftrian general ordered 
advance through the village of Sulowitz, and at- 
tack 


$ 
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tack there enemy’s ‘ighlen “This it ndisarbtiredy to texdéitte; but. 
in-vain,.. A fmallnumber-only of the infantry could pafs the 
village sand thefe, galled by the heavy fire of a powerful 
artillery, being unable to form on the other fide, fell back in: 
confufion. | Brown was now under the neceflity of attempt- 
ing a.retreat; which he conduéted in a manner.fo gest ed 
that no effort was made to annoy him. 
The Anftrians, however, though thus compelled to quit 
=n field, were not totally defeated. Marefchal Brown took 
@ new pofition, a little farther back ; the ftrength of which 
obliged: the victqrious Frederick to remain fatisfied with the’ 
advantage he had gaiged, and to keep his line behind Lowo- 
fitz. But while the enemy: continued in that pofition, his 
Proffian, majefty had:by'no' means effected his defign. As 
the victory was incomplete, it was ftill poffible for the Auf- 
trian general to attemptthe relief of the Saxons. He was 
now, indeed, as much in a condition to undertake it as be~ 
fore the action, his lofs-being incompalyy — to ra 
of the Praffians. . on 
From.this very senbvadinidige fituation thefuperior talents 
of the ‘king of Pruflia happily extricated him, He fent the 
prince. of Bevern with @ large body of horfe and foot to 


O&! 10. 


Elbe and the Egra. That manceuvye had the defired, effect. 
Afr aid of the canfequence naturally to be expected from fuch 
a motion, mare{chal Brown haftened to repafs the Egra, and, 
occupied his old ¢amp at Budyn**, 2 


Thus ended the hatile of Lowollts ect began, as al-: 


ready obferved, at feyen o’clock i in the morning, and ended 
at three in the afternoon. The Jofs on each fide was nearly 
equal, amounting in all to about fx thoufand killed and 


wounded, Both. parties claimed the victory but, if we’ ~ 
judge by effects, one only means of fettling fach rebifely 


esc % 
14. co atk fupras : 


4 queftions, ; 


ee. 


Tifchitkoyitz, as if he had propofed to turn the: 
enemy’s left fank, and to hem them in between the’ 


ee —- ia 
r i : ; 
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” quedlions. the Prufiens have an stiterabed ‘right to the ho= 
nour of the day. . The Auftrians certainly intended to difen. 
gage the Saxons, and with that view advanced to Lowofitz. 
The king of Pruffia could have no other obje&t immediately 
‘in view, but to prevent their executing this defign. He ac* 
complithed his aim by the battle of Lowofitz, and the fubfe- 
quent movement, which made the Auftrians retire behind 
the Egra. Had the Pruffians gained a more*complete viGtory} 
or the king perfued a bolder line of conduct, they would have 
been enabled_to take up their winter-quarters in Bohemia. 
Having failed in this attempt to relieve the Saxons on the 
left of the Elbe, marefchal Brown refolved to try his fortune 
on the right. He accordingly paffed that river, and advan= 
‘ced to Lichtenhayen. The Saxons alfo paffed the Elbe, 
néar the village of Ebenhert, at the feot of the mountain ‘of 
Lilienflein, where they found themfelves encompaffed by 
inextricable difficulties. The Pruffians ‘had taken poffefhon 
- ‘of all the défiles before them} the bridge over the Elbe was 
broken down behind them; and the Auftrian general cave 
them notice that he could not march to their affifance. 
They*had no choice left, but to perifh or furrender prifoners 
‘of war. Théy embraced the latter alternative ; and their 
‘electoral prince, Augufhis Til. ‘king of Poland, who had 
taken refuge in the caftle of Konigftein, was forced to aban- 
‘@on his hereditary dominions, and retire into that kingdom. 
The king of Pruflia having thus completed one part of his 
military plan, commanded his army to, quit Bohemia, and 
took up his winter-quarters in Saxony. © Now it was that’ 
the victorious monarch, in order to juftify his 4 rigour tow ard 
the unhappy Saxons; of whom he levied heavy contr ibutions, 
at the fame time that he feized the public revenues, made 
himfelf matter of the archives of Drefden: and even ordered 
the fecret cabinet, in which the papers relative to foreign 
tranfactions were kept, to be violently broke open, although 
the queen of I oland placed ; herfelf againft the door. 
od pa hiey vio ence has been general reprobated, but very un- 


= 


jullly 


ae : mialiondilale siesdabecs taibterianes ea ni 
| _and-more importantlaws- of policy. - “Hetightly.ce nfi ; 
iss ‘that -the paflionate obftinacy of the queen‘of Poland, in'per- : 


fonally- oppofing: the command of the conqueror, deprived 
her of'allithe refpe@ that was due:to her facred’perfom; as 


~ a princefs~ of her. years. and: experience could not fail: to 
know, that his defire of poffeffing the-papers in queftion — 


mult incveafe in proportion to her zeal to. protect them. 

pie usr She drew the infult upon herfelf ;-and admitting 
“en > her death, which happened: foon. -after;, to hedtee! 
been the:confequence’of fuch infult, the:king of Pruftia was 


not chargeable with it. «Her part was. fubmiffion. 


a me the papers feized,:the learned. andhetilightened Frederick, 
whofe fenfibility of heart perhaps has not always equalled — 
his liberality of mind;-found abundant» proofs of the. confpi- 


racy formed again{t him by the-courts of Viennaand Pe-~ 
terfburg, and of the fhare :which -the court of Drefdem: had 


taken in that, con{pitacy.. From thefe: papers,» which» the 


king of Pruffia publithed in-his own. vindication, it appeared, 
That although the king-of Poland: did not-chufe to infert at 
firft, in bis acceffion to- the'confederacy,. the word is.re ciprocal 
engagement of affifting one another with all their fi pees, that 
he was willing, neverthelefs, to come toa underflanding, for 


the partition of the dominions: of the houfe of, Brandenburg, : 
_ by private and confidential-declarations, and juji conditions and 


advantages * 5 that. it was refolved, in the grand council of 
Mofcow, to attack the king of Pruffia, without any ulterior 
difcuffion, not only in cafe of his-attacking any of the-allies of 
Ruffia, but-alfo if he Siould be atiacked by any of the allies of 


the Czarina*® pethatuit hag been ‘concerted between the two 


“rg. Letter from the count de Brvhl, the Saxon Minifer, to count Flings, 
the imperial minifter, dated Dy: filer, March 8, 1453. aa = 
16. Letter from the Sieur Fusck, the Ruflian miniifter, 1 40" he eduit™de 
Br ubl, dated ‘Peterfburg, Ok..205- a 5M 
= dl ea 
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sosperdal courts of ‘Peterfburg ards ition ie that:the latter; ithe 
better to ma/k the true reafons of arming, fhould do. it under 
theipretext of keeping herfelf in a condition to fulfil her engage- 
ments with England, in cafe of need ;:and when all the prepa- 
tations were: finifhed, then to fall fitildenly upon the we ed eon 
ae a3, 
~\ Though the’ king of Pruffia was not fo fuccefsful asi titel 
have been expected, confidering his fuperior military talents, 
the number and difcipline of his troops, and the unprepared 
ftate'of his enemies, who did not propofe to begin their/ope- 
rations till the next campaign ™’, the progrefs of his arms « 
.¥ave great joy ‘to the: Britith court, while it’ filled the nas 
tion with fhame and confufion by turning* their eyes~on = 
their own difafters; on the fuppofed mifcondu& of ‘the a 
miniftry, the loffes in America, and. the mifcarriage of the 
‘unhappy Byng, whom the voice ofthe people had- already 
devoted to deftruction for his pufillanimity. . Willing to-re+ 
miove ‘as far as poffible, all grounds of diflatisfaction, his 
Britannic majefty: changed his minifters; and, ina noble 
‘fpeech from the throne, exprefled. his “confidence, That, 
undet the guidance of divine Providence, the union, fortitude; 
and affeGion of ‘his people would enable him to furmount 
all difficulties, “and vindicate the dignity of his crown againtt 
the ancient enemy of England. ; 
At the head of the new adminiftration was placed William 
Pitt, the mof popular man in the kingdom, who: accepted 
the office of fecretary of {tate for the fouthern department, 
gn the room of Mr. Fox. Mr. Legge, another popular:coms 
moner, was-made chancellor of the. exchequer; andthe 
duke of Devonihire fucceeded the duke of Newcaftle, at-the 
head of the treafury. 
“The firft meafures of the Bessa tegemes do equal ho- 


: 17. Letter from count Bike to count de-Bruhl, dated Vienna, June‘g, 


3756. 
18. Letter from count Fleming to count de’ Bruhl, dated Vienna, July 28, 
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ing home the foreign troops * : he encouraged ¢ the framing of | 
a bill, which immediately paffed i into a law, for eftablifhing _ 
a national militia, upon the footing on which it now ftands,, 
as our only conttitutional defence, and he complied with 
the withes of the people, i in bringing” on the trial of admiral 
Byng, and promoting an enquiry into the conduct of the for=_ 


nour to his head and heart. He procured. an order for fend- F 


mer miniftry. 

Byng was accordingly tried, by a court-martial, on board 
the St. George, in Portfmouth harbour, and fentenced_to be 

‘ “fhot; he having, in the opinion of his judges, fallen 

under that part of the twelfth article of war, which | 
prefcribes death to any commander “ who {hall not, during: 
s¢ the dime of ation, do his" uimoft, from, whatever motive 
& or caule, Hidgligences, cowardice, or diffaffetion, to di lifrefs 
*< thé enemy.” And they were farther unapimoufly of Opis . 
nion; That befide failing in his duty, by ‘keeping back, dur- 
ing the’ engagement between the Englifh and French feets; < 
and confequently not uling his utmoft endeey pur to take, 
«6 {eize, ‘and Ueftroy the hips. of the French king, that he, a 
« did not exeré his uimof? | power ‘for the reliof, of ‘St. Philip? ‘5 
“© caféle.” But they recommended hin to mercy, as the 
article 6f war on which” they decided ‘made no allowance for. 
an error in judgment. -His majefty laid the fentence before, 
the Twelve Judges, who confitmed it, 

Meanwhile a violent clamour, | on account of. this inde, 
ment, was raifed’ by. admiral Byng’s friends, who. feverely 


arraigned the proceedings againft him, and. afcribed his mifs  - 


carriage folely to. the i ‘ignorance and improvidence of the late. 


- corrupt sate ae forts The _people, though enraged at. 


Byng, for his daftardly behavioar, joined i in the cry. againtt. 
the difcarded minifters.. And addreffes were. prefented from 
all parts of the Kingdom, requefting that a frig 1 inguiry,, 
might be made into their conduct, from the time they. receiv- ‘ 
ed the firft intelligence of the purpofe. of. the French to ins 
vade NEDOEES, to that of the agtion i in the Mediterranean, . 

¢ between — 
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between the admirals Byng and Galiffoniere. Such an. ins 
quiry was accordingly inftituted in the houfe of 
commons, and openly conducted by a committee, 
of the whole houfe, who were furnifhed from the public 
offices with all the papers that could throw light upon the 
fubje&t ; and, after the clofeft inveftigation, they camé to fe- 
veral refolutions highly favourable to the execrated admi- 
niftration, inftead of making any difcoyery to their difadvan- 
tage. 

The firft and laft of thefe refolutions defers particular 
notice. By the former, the committee declared it appeared to 
them, “ That his majeity, from the 27th day of Auguft, in 
* the year 1755, to the 2oth day of April, in the following 
«* year, received fuch repeated and concurrent intelligence, 


Feb. 17. 


“as gave juft reafon to believe that the French king intended _ 
“* to invade Great Britain or Ireland.” And in the latter, they 
gave it as their opinion, “ That no greater number of fhips 
« of war could be fent into the Mediterranean than were 
é atually fent thither under the command of adiniral Byng ; 
* nor any greater reinforcement than the regiment which 
«© was fent, and the detachment, equal to a battalion, which 
& was ordered, from Gibraltar, to the relief of Fort ts 
Philip, confiftently with the ftate of the nayy, and the 
various fervices effential to the fafety of his majefty’s do- 
«¢ minions, and the interefts of his fubjeéts.” 

Though thus foiled in their attempt to criminate the minif- 
try, the friends of admiral Byng didnot yct abandon him to 
his faté. Another effort was made to fave him: A member 
of the court-martial that had condemned him, % bind: who was 
alfo a member of parliament, made application to the houfe 
of commons in behalf of himfelf and feveral other members 
of that tribunal, praying the aid of the legiflature to be re- 
leafed from the oath of fecrecy impofed upon courts martial, 
that they might make known the grounds an which fentence 
of death had paffed upon admiral Byng, and, shiclofe fuch 
‘Vou. $e i Q. eercuni- 
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circum {tances as ha ssh wpe thew the fentence to be im- 
Propels beer sao ial oin ti ae 

‘Little attention was ig by ie’ commons to I Ane? 
tion, till the King fent a meffage to the houfe, by fecretary 

Pitt, informing them, That although he was deter- 
- mined to let’the law take its courfe, with relation 
to admiral Byng, unlefs it {hould appear, from new evidence, 


-Feb. re 


_ that he had been unjuftly condemned, his majefty had thought 


fit to refpite the execution of the fentence of the court-mar- 


fial, that the {cruples of fome members might by fully ex- 


plained and weighed. In confequence of this meffage; a bill 
was immediately brought in, and paffed the houfe of com- 

ons} for releafing the members of the court-martial frony their 
oe bligation ‘of fecrecy. But it was ‘tejected almoft unani- 


~-moufly by the lords, after they had examined fuch members 


of that court ag-were members of the hotfe af commons ; 
fuficienit reafon not appearing to them for ob{tructing the 


courte of juftice, by giving way to fuch unmeaning, or pre- 


tended feruples, in fupport of which no forcible arguments 
were produced, nor any latent circomftance, in favour’ of'thie 
perfon whom they regatded, brought to light. » 

Perceiving that alMhope of life was now cutoff, admiral Byng 
collected a degree of courage that would have ¢ done: him ho- 
nour, and which -had bebe better exerted, in the day of 
battle. He was fhot, according to his fentence, on 
board of fhip; and behaved to thedaft with compo- 
fre and dignity. ““ Immediately before his death, he delivered 
a paper to the: marefehal ofthe admiralty, in whiclr he lays 


March 14. 


claim to a faithful difeharge of fis duty, according to the bef 


of his judgment. > And perhaps he was fincere ; but men, 
urider fuch circutiiftances, are very apt to be partial to them- 

felves. “* Perfuaded’T’ am,” adds fie; (after congratulating 
himfelf that a Yew-moments would deliver him from the vira- 


lent perfecution of his: enemies) <¢ that juftice will be done to — 
6 my reputation hereafter. The-manner, and caufe; of | 


Se ee paei the 
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© taifing and keeping up the popular clamour and: prejudice 
bo againit me will be feen through. I thall be confidered as 
“a victim deftined to divert the indignation aud » Sentment of 

|  aninjured and deluded’ people ‘from: the proper objects”. 
“No! my dear Philip: let us rather confider his blood as a 
libation due to the offended Genius of England, and indif- 
penfably neceffary to wath out the ftain which had been 
thrown upon her naval glory.. An admiral who had acted 
as Byng did, on fuch an occafion, and with fuch a force, fet- 
" ting afide all'temporary circumftances, could only atone for 
his mifeonduaé with the facrifice of his masioee as an awful 

warning to future commanders 9. 

» While'the Englifh miniftry, i in compliance with the sik 
of the people, were thus bringing to punifhment a commans 
. det inchief, whom they confidered as the caufe of their greateft 
diferace, andwith whom they hoped their misfortunes would 
 Bepite) ; (for whith they have’ been: aimcigte ridiculed, and 
reprefeniéed as barbarians, by ‘their more giddy and vola~ 
filé neighbours) the French “were enjoying the tortures of a 


- 19. Even Dr. Smollett, his warm advocate, after faying, “he was rafhly 
« condemne: , meanly given up, and cruelly facrificed to vile confidctations,” 
has the candour to admit, That “ the character of admiral Byng, in point of 
S¢ perfoxal courage, will with many people remain problematical; they will {till be of 
opinion, that if the /pirit of a Britifb admiral had becn properly exeried, the 
« French leet would have been defeated, ana Minorea faved. “A-man’s opinion 
Pe eftiange ne? ‘vontinnes he, “ variesat different times, in confequence of an 
Jisregular tide of, animal fpirits: he is often aftwated by confider atic ms which 
st he dares not avow. And after an oficer, thus’ influenced, has baftated or kept 
33 aloof in the bour of trial, the mind, eager for its OWN, JUSTIFICATION, ffembl S, 
« ith furprifing indultry, every favourable Circumpance of exceuf, and é-oods 
« over ‘them with’ farcatal partiality; until it becomes not only /atisfied but 
‘S enamoured of their beauty, aud complexion, like.a doting mozher, bind to the 
‘6 deformity of her orua offipring.”” (Gontinuat. Hifi. England, vol. i) Thefée 
ihg en tous réfie lions, and others of a ‘ike kind. which do honour to the dif 


% 


Y 


cernment of Smoliett, and difiinguifh’ his charaSer as an hiforian, will lotig 
be ‘remembered, after: the malice of his enemies, and his own political preju- 
pee: i Se but felf-deluding perfonal attachments, and his violent res 


. 
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maniac, who had attempted me kill’ their king. On ‘this 


fanatical wretch, named Francis’ “Damien, whofe | gloomy 
mind had always bordered upon madnefs, and whofé under-- 


‘flanding was now evidently diforderéd by the difputes bé- 


tween the king and the parliaments relative to religion 


“(which T fhall afterward have occafion to explain), “was 
‘practifed, without effect, every refinement in cruelty that 


human invention could fuggeft, in order to extort” a con- 
feffion of the reafons that induced him to make an attempt 
on the life of his fovereign *°. “He maintained a fullén fi- 


lence in the midft of the moft exquilite torments, or expreffed 


his agony only in frantic ravings. And his judges, tired out 


with his obftinacy, at laft thought proper to terminate his 
fufferings by a death fhocking to humanity ; which, ‘al- 


though the aé&t of a people who pride thenifelves in civility 
and rehinentent, might fll the heart of favages with. horror. 
He was conducted to the common place of exécution, 
amidft a vaft concourfe of the populace; ftripped naked, 
and faftened to the feaffold by iron gyves. ‘One of his hands 


was then burnt in liquid flaming fulphur. His thighs, legs, 


and arms, were torn with red-hot pincers. ‘Boiling oil, melt- 
ed lead, rofin, and fulphur, were ‘poured into the wounds ; 
ahd to complete the awful cataftrophe, ti ght ligatures’ Being 
tied round his alee he was torn to pieces by young and vi- 
gorous horfes * 

The attempt ae init the king’s life had’no infulence upon © 
the French councils, as it was foon difcovered that his wound 
was not mortal, “The court of Verfailles therefore, ih’ con- 
formity with its engagements and its views, affembled a great 
army ; the main body of whieh, confifting of eighty thoufand 
men, commanded by marefchal d’Etrees; and ‘other officers 
of high reputation, paffed the Rhine early in the fprihg, ‘and 
marched by the way of Weftphalia, in order to- invade the 


20. He ftabbed the king with a penknife, between the fourth a and fifth isibe, 


as he was ftcpp:ng into his coach. 
21. Smollett, Votaire. Trial and exeeution of R. F. Damien 
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territories of the king of Pruffia, as was pretended, but in reality 
to reduce the electorate of Hanover ; and by that bold meafure 
to oblige the king of Great Britain to fubmit to the ens 
eroachments of the French in America, or to the lofs af) 
what he valued.as the apple of his eye or the cords of his 
heart, his German dominions. The {maller divifion, com- 
pofed of twenty-five thoufand men, under the prince de Sou. 
‘bife, was deftined to march toward the Maine, to itrengthen 
the. Imperial Army of Execution.—Some explication wil] 
here be neceffary, in order to make the nature of this army 
| - perfectly underftood. 

_ .No fooner did the king of Pruffia enter Saxony, the pres 
ceding campaign, than a procefs was commenced againft 
him in the Aulic council, and alfo before the diet of the ex 
pire. By the influence of the court of Vienna, and hte. 
ror of the powerful confederacy it had formed, he was cor: 
demned for contumacy ; and the fifcal had orders to notify 


‘fo him, That he was put under the ban of the empire, and » 
.jadjudged fallen from all the dignities and poffeffions which 


he held in it.. The circles: of the empire were accordingly 


_s commanded to furnith their contingents of men and money, 


in order to put this fentence in execution. But the contin- 
gents were collected flowly ; the troops were. badly com- 
pofed ; and probably the army of the Empire, would never 
have been able to act, had it not been feconded by the French 
forces under the prince de Soubife. This general, before 
he paffed the Rhine, made himfelf mafter of Cleves, Meurs, 
Gueldres; whilft.a detachment, fromthe army of marefchal 
d’Etrees, feized upon the town of Embden, and whatever 
elfe belonged to his Pru‘fian majefty in Eaft Friefland. 
Alarmed at the danger which threatened his electoral do- 
_minionrs, George HI. feemed difpofed to enter deeply into- the 
continental quarrel, and even to fend: over a pony of  Britith 
troops for the protection of Hanover In thefe\ views, hawever, 
“he was thwarted by Pitt and Legge, his new minifters ; who, 
eameing | to the patriotic principles in which they haa been 
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bred, and in the di iPohi ing of which “they had grown up to 
popularity, and railed themfelves to power, confidered Han- 
over as a ufelefs and expentive appendage to ‘the crown of 
Great Britain, and all continental connexions as ba ivaseal 
with our infular fituation. EOS Gt Web ij Mi 
- The popular minifters were deprived of their employ- 


“ments, for daring to oppofe: the will of their fovereign in 


. council,, And although it was too late to adopt — 
April s. i ‘ ay te te 2 
new meafures for the campaign with any probabi-.. 
lity of fuccefs, the duke of Cumberland was fent over to 
command an army of ob/ervation, as it was called, intended 
for the defence of Hanover. This army, which confifted of 


fort, y thoufand Hefians and Hanoverians, including a few 


‘regiments of Pruffians, attempted in vain to obftruét the pro- 


grels of marefchal @Etrees. The duke of. Cumberland, 
after fome unfuccefsful fkirmifhes, was obliged to retire be- 
hind the Wefer; and the French paifed that river without 
oppofition. Z 3 ; 


If the duke of Cumberland’s fituation now feemed defpes 


“rate, that-of the king of Pr uffia, after making every allow- 


ance for his own fuperior talents, and the valour and-difci- 
pline of his troops, did not wear a more favourable afpect at 
the opening of the campaign. An army: of one hundred 
and thirty thoufand Ruflians was on the ‘borders of ‘Lithua- 


“nia, and in full march to invade the kingdom of .Pruffia. 


The Swedes were ready to enter. Pomerania, in hopes of re- 
covering their former poifefions in that country, The em- 


pref queen, having eel vailt.prepa rations during the-win- 


ter, had augimented her army to one hundred and eighty- 


thouland men”; yet did the refalve to a&t only onthe de- 
fenfive, until her ales could: take the fdld. Then. fhe flat- 
tered herfelf the king oi Progia would Be obliged to divide 
his’ forces into fo marry bodieé $5: hatihe would be “unable any 
where, to make a vigorous relitancey 

> 


92, Lloyd’s Gampaigus, vol. i, : 
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. Conformable, to this defenfive fyftem, the Aauilrian army ‘ 
was broken into four divifions ; the firkt of which, ‘com- nee 
‘manded by the duke @’Aremberg, \ was potted at Egra ; Mife! ei chne aam 
fecond,- under marefchal Brown, at Budyn ; ; the third, under 
count. Konigfeg, at Reichenberg ; ‘and the fourth, under” 
marefchal Daun, in Morayia. By thefe difpofitions, maretchal 
Brown, who commanded in chief, thought he could effec- 
tually cover Bohemia, which was Sndestten to be the firft 
object of the enemy, and op their progre’s, fhould they at- 
tempt to advance. 


ate 


‘The king of Pruffia es having refolved to penetrate 
into that kingdom, was not diverted from his purpofe by this 
formidable force, or the ftrong pofitions it had taken. He _ 
therefore ordered his army, in like manner with the Auf- 
trians, to ailemble in four divifions: oné under prince Mau- 
aice of Anhalt Deffau, at-Chemniiz; another, under him- 

+d felf ands marefchal Keith, at Lockwitz.; the third, under the 
prince of Bevern, at Zittaw ; 3; and the fourth under iia heat 
Schwerin, in Silefia. As each of thefe divifions was ftrong, 
he thought he might fafely order them to enter Bohemia {e- 
parately ; but with inftruétions to unite as foon after as, pof- 
fible, for mutual fupport, and to form an entire junction 1 in 
the neighbourhood of Prague. 

The Prudian plan of operations being thus concerted, 
prince Maurice quitted his ftation at Chemnitz in the be-- 

‘ginning, of April, and marched: by Zwickaw anid Plawen, 
toward Egra; as if he intended to attack the place, or at 
Jeaft.to penetrate that way into Bohemia, And in order to 
confizm, d’ Aremberg in this opinion, he commaaded-his light 
stroops to make a feint. upon. the duke’s quarters at Wild- 
ftein. The Auftrian general, taking the alarm, thtew him. 
felf into.Egra ; whyle prince Maurice returned to Averback, 


‘a 
e 
a 
A 
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and marched with great celerity, by Brix and Pillin, to Li- 

pay, where he joined the king of Prafia. 
Not thinking it praClicable to. force the camp at Balyny 

which was very ftrong, his Prefisan spajelby pafled the river 
hee 


QO 4 ee: a 


\ 


232 THE HISTORY OF oy ePaar il, 


Per highet up, near Kofchtirz.. Here tisslighe troops and 
_¥an- -guard met thofe. of the duke d’Aremberg, who. was on 
his march to join marefchal Brown. | On feeing the; Pruf- 


fini, however, they. fell back upon Welwarn; and maref- - 


cha] Brown finding the enemy had pafled the Egra, and were 
engamped om his left flank, judged it necgflary to quit his po- 
fition at Budyn, and retire to Prague 23... Thither he was 
“follow ed by the king of Prufiia ; who encamped on the 
“Weiffenberg, to the left of the Moldaw, which the main 
body of the Auftrians, now commanded by prince Charles of 
Lorrain, had quitted, and removed to the other fide of that 
river. . 

While thefe things were paffing on the fide of Saxony, 


“where his Pruffian majefty had {pent the winter, and whence 


he ftill drew fupplies, the prince of Bevern. having put-his 
divifion in motion, marched from Zittaw to Reichenberg. 
<= He there found count Konigfeg, with a.body of 
ed by two very high mountains. Through the middle. of 
that valley runs the river Neifs, into which fall; many tor- 
rents from the neighbouring mountains, The fides of .thofe 
mountains are covered with thick woods, which are: almoft 
impaffable. The Aufirian general, therefore, occupied only 
‘the valley t betw een, extending his wings no, farther. than the 
foot of the mountains. . 
The prince of Bevern, who, by purfuing, this route, had 
pat himfelf under the neceflity of figh hting, mm order, to join 


marefehal Schwerin, had now no choice left but the mode ~ 


of giving battle. ‘Taking advantage of the difpofition of the 
enemy (after an unfuccefsful attack upon their cavalry in 
the centre, which were ftrongly fupported by their infantry 


and artillery on the two wings), he fent feveral battalions as — 


high as poflible into the mountain on his night, in order: sto, 
come-on the flank and rear of the Antitians potted i in che 


23. Id. ibid. peak 
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’ twenty thoufand men, encamped in a valley, form- 


he 
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»oyood “at the fodt % Of ‘that | mountain. “His commands were 
wpuntually executed,’ and “attended “with ‘full effedt The 
WAutttiaing abandoned the wood: the prince renewed his. at- 
‘taek! upon their’ cavalry ; i which, unable to futtain the ‘fire 
of thé Proffian infantry) weré forced’ to ive way. On this 
i nl a he ordered his whole right % wing, to, occupy the 
‘ground the Auftrian éavalry had quitted, and obliged count 
»Konigfeg to retire tow ard Liebenaw, with the lofs of a thou- 

fand men. | 

The prince of Bevern marched to that place, but ae 

‘the Auftrians fo advantageoufly pofted, that he did 
not think it prudent to attack them; more efpeci- 
ally as he knew the advance of thé army under marefchal 
‘Schwerin would fuddenly force them to retire. It fo hap- 
pened. Having received intelligence of Schwerin’s approach, 
‘Konigfeg quitted his camp next day, and marched with Die 
‘cipitation to Prague. 
© Meanwhile Schwerin, informed of the aétion at Reichen- 
‘berg, and the retreat of the Auftrians, wifely changed his 
route!’ He ‘marched on the Fer, hoping ftill to be able to 
‘cut off Konigfeg, before he could reach Prague. ‘And al- 
‘though’he failed in that attempt, he: was fo fortunate as to 


April 23. 


“feize an immenfe magazine, which the enemy had formed at 
Jungbuntzlaw *4) Being afterward joined by the prince of 
Bevern’s divifion, he proceeded to Brandeifs, where he con- 
‘tinued till the fourth of May. He then paffed the Elbe, and 
‘encamped on the other fide; in order to concert meafures 
with the king, before he advanced farther. 

“His Pruffian m2jefty, who had thrown a br idge over the 
Motdaw, near Podbaba, paffed that river with part of his 
army in the night, leaving the remainder under marefchal 
Keith, ‘on’ the Weiffenberg. Next morning, at ae 

' break of day, he formed a junction ¥ vith Schwerin ; ) 


and having reconnoitred the enemy, irom one of the high- 


24, Lloyd; ubi fup. 
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eft hills. on ihe’ other fide of 'Brolizy he efolved to give then ; 
battle. ; HER LVEF 3 25 ot fer basin 41, SG U9 phe, © 


as The Audrina) amounting to about eighty thoufand men, 
-were encamped with their left, wing | toward Prague, on the ) 


a 


intervals equal to the front of a fquadron. * This r movement 


only fixty-five {quadrons, afraid of being outflanked, judged 


‘Zifkaberg, -and their right extending. beyond the. village of 
Conraditz, on a hill near Sterbohli. “Lhe mountains before 


the Aufirian camp-were fo f{teep and craggy, that no gavalry 
or artillery could poffibly afcend them, and the deep valley at 


‘their foot was wholly occupied by huffars. and Hungarian 


infantry. Yet was the king of Pruffia, regardlefs of thefe 
difficulties, inclined to attack the enemy in front. But through 
the ‘pérfuafion of marefchal Schwerin, he changed his opi- 
nion, and permitted that able general to make the attack on 


their right; where. the ground falls : gradually, and where 


the infantry could pafs over certain meadows, and the cayalry 
and heavy artillery over dams**, — mac 
The action began about eleven o’clock ;. when the Pruf- 


fian cavalry having paffed the dams, the Auttrian generals | 


perceived that the king’s intention was to attack their right 
flank, 2 and ordered all their cavalry thither from the left. dt 
_came with great celerity, and formed itfelf with that on the 
: tight in one hundred and four fquadrons, i in three lines, with 


was made with fo much promptitude, that. the prince of 
Schonaich, the Pruffian lieutenant-general of horfe, who had 


it neceflary to attack the enemy inftantly, without. waiting 
for the cavalry of the right wing, which the king had order-- 
ed to reinforce him. The attack was accordingly made with 
vigour; but the Pruffian cavalry being -outflanked by eight 
fquadrons, was twice repulfed, in fpite of its moft {trenuous . 
efforts. In the third attack, however, the Auftrian cavalry 
was entirely broken, by the bravery of Tee nada of 
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huflars, led by general Ziethen, and pufhed with fuch vio- 
lence upon the grenadiers, as to throw them into confufion, 

During this fhock of the cavalry, the Proffian grenadicrs 
of the left of wing having paffed the meadows, were obliged 
to advance through a very narrow road, in order to join the 
reft of the line, which was already formed. As foon as the 
_grenadiers appeared on the other, {ide of the defile, they were 
faluted by a battery of twelve pounders, charged with cart- 


ridges, and forced to retire in the greateft diforder, They 


were followed by two whole regiments} and the fecond bat- 


talion of Schwerin’s began to give way, when the marefchal 


himfelf, who had. beed continually on the other fide of the 
defile, took the colours of his regiment in his own hand; 
and having collected the broken troops, advanced with a 
{irong pace toward the enemy, exhorting the foldiers to fol- 
low him. He received a bullet in his breaft, and inftantly 
' fell. from his horfe, without the leaft figns of life?®. But his 
‘death did not pafs unrevenged. | 
The king of Pruffia, obferving that the Auftrian right 
wing, in the ardour of purfuit, had advanced fo far asto 
leave an opening between it and the left, laid hold of this fa- 
vourable opportunity :to..occupy that vacant fpace. And 
while he thus feparated the enemy’s two wings from each 
other, he at the fame time, by.an additional: ftroke of gene- 


ralthip, ordered a body of troops to poifefs the ground where. 


his'own left had ftood: fo that when the Auftrian right wing 
was forced back by the bravery of marefchal Schwerin, and 
the gallant officers who fucceeded him in the command, that 
victorious body found itfelf furrounded, and fled in confu- 
fiontoward Malefchitz; while the left wing, furioudly at- 
acted by thé Prufhan infantry, under prince Henry, with 
fixed bayonets, was obliged to take refuge in Prague, The 
centre alfo was broken, after an obftinate difpute, and chafed 
jato the fame city ae 
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. Such was the famous’ battle: of Prague, in which. the va~+ 
four and military fkill of the Auftrians and, Proffians were 
fully: tried, and which proved fatal to\two of the greateftige- 
- nerals in Europe.’ Far marefchal Brown. received a wound, 
which his chagrin rendered mortal; though his pride is fup- 
pofed to have been more hurt by being obliged to command 
under the prince of Lorrain, than from the event of the day. 
The lofs on both fides was yety confiderable. The Pruf 
‘fians, by their own account, had three thoufand men Killed, 
and more than double that number wounded, befide three 
hundred and: nivety-feven officers, many cf whom were) of 
high rank. |The lofs of the Auftrians, in killed, wounded, 
and taken, cannot be computed at le{s. than twelve thoufand, 
- although they ee little more. than half. that, nunt- 
ber. 

But thefe were all the immed ate cbatentences of on Ling 
ef Pruffia’s vittory. The main body of the Auftrian army, 
to the number of fifty thonfand men, found fhelter m Prague, 
wader prince Charles of Lorrain ; and about. fixteen thou- 
fand, chietily cavalry; affembled at Benefchau the day: after 
the battle, and immediately, jomed marefchal Daun, who 
had arrived the evening before, from: Moravia, and encamp- 
ed at. Bohmifch Brodt, on hearing of the difafter of the Au- 
Grians... The intrepid Frederick, however, elatee with his 
good fortune, and thinking that every thing muft fabmit to 
his victorious arms, invefted Prague, with an army mn 
fuperior to that confined wath the ,walls + ; ; 
an.) Et was: certainly very extraordinary, that fo great a gene. vi 

al as the king of Pruffia fhould think 3 poffible to xeduce an, 
army of fifty = ufand men, in.fo.extenfive a town as Prague, 
with one of cqual force. .Hence, the memorable faying of 
the celebrated marefchal de Belleifle, who had ‘defended the 
fame place, as we have feen, in 17142, with fifteen thoufand 
men againft the whole power of the houfe of :Auftma, and 
retired with honour and glory, when he found his prov ‘ifions 
fail: « I know Pragues. and il I were there with one half 
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“ofthe troops under the Prince of compe I would ideliboy 
“the Pruffian army 74.7) twas 
‘But the fupinenefs of the Auftrians in fied. aekina jufti- - 
fied the king of Pruffia’s temerity. “They fuffered themfelves 
to be fhut up in’ Prague for fix weeks, without making. one 
vigorous effort for their enlargement; although the Pruffiaa 
army; befide forming a chain of pofts extending many miles, 
was feparated by the river Moldaw into two parts, any one 
of which might have been cut off. Fifty thoufand men, ie 
vided with arms and artillery, fobmittéd to this inglorious 
reftraint, and continued ina¢tive till they began to feel:the 
preffure’ of famine ; and the prince of Lorrain feemed,»at 
ene time, difpofed to capitulate. “When marefchal Brown, 
then fick in bed, was confulted on that fubje&, be made the. 
following {pirited reply: “ Tell prince Charles, my advice 
st/is, “That he inftantly aches out, Fand attack marefchal 
ris ‘Keith zp 19 ‘ § \ te 
~The prince ‘of Lorrain, however, did not chufe to carry 
matters to that extremity, fo long as any hope of relief re 
mained ; and the king of Pruffia, by a new and more extra~ 
ordinary inftance of felf-confidence than. any he had yet 
exhibited, fayed the Auftrian army from the neceflity .of 
fuch a defperate effort, or the indelible difgrace ofa furs 
render. ‘While occupied in the fiege of Prague, contemning 
the ftrength of the garrifon, he had fent out feveral detach: 
tnénts, in order to raife conttibutions, and’ to feize or defiroy 
the magazines which the Auftrians had formed <n different 
parts of Bohemia. “Elated with the fuccefs of thefe detach- 
ments, and fearing that marefchal Daun, whofe army now 
amounted to forty thoufand men, might not only difturb his 
Operations, but give prince Charles, by fome manceuvre,-an 
Opportunity to get out of the place, he difpatched the prince 
of Bévern, with twenty-five thoufand-men, in order to drive 
him fatther back. 
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“AS the "Pruffians advanced)’ nian iba petiole “4 
cae ‘tired; facceflively: to ‘Kolin, Kattenberg, and Haber. © ‘But no. ee. 
fooner'had He #éeeived “All the ‘reitiforcelhents he expected, 
ee attempted’ to bring the prince Of Bevern to’ aétion ; 5 
= and even, by rapid marches, to cut’ off his éommunication 
: with the atmy before Prague. ‘Informed of. the’ enemy” S. mo* oe 
tions, the king’ of Proffia quitted his ¢ camp, owith ten batta- 
sis “lions and twenty {quadrons, and marched toward q 
: Jone 23 “Kolin. ‘There having formed a jun@ion with the — : 
army ‘ander the prince of Bevern, he refolved to ‘attack mares — 
{chal Daun, without farther delay. eseina ; TRE " 
“On his approach, with this intention, the trace monarch 
found “the Anftrian army, confifting of fixty thoufand ‘meny 
drawn ‘up if two lines; the infantry, contrary to the com 
mon difpofition, on the wings, and the cavalry in the centres 
s The right wing was pofted ona hill, extending toward Kutt 
= tenberg and Kolin; the left on another and higher hill, lying 
toward Zafmuck. “At the bottom of thefe two hills, and in 
the fpace’ between, which was ‘covered by: a chain of fifh< 
ponds‘and moraffes, marefchal eur had extended two lines 


of horfe, and, kept a‘third™ itt Sree ; for-as he knew that 


the Pruffians ‘were ftronger in cavalry: than’ infantry, the = 


: king having with him ninety fquadrons,’ and'only twenty= : 
2 *. eight battalions, he fuppofed they would make‘their greatet . 
= effort againit the centre of the Auftrian army, in Order°té —~ : 


cut it two. But no fooner did he perceive the king’s inten- 
tion of attacking him on the right flank, than ‘he ordered his ; 
body of referve to march to the right wing, in order to cover 
_ the flank. And he afterward dire@ed his hake line ‘to rateh 
alfo thither, clofe up to the referve. sate 
His Pruffian majefty ordered his army to halt, between 


nine and ten in the morning, in a plain near Slatiflunz and f 


se 18 Novimiefto, while he reconnoitred the: enemy Bp 


ee ee and having Haass to’ attack ens n 


tee 060) M ODERN HUROPE. 439 


Ha Uae fede athe teegint sci: Av hal ac howe pall oflép tie 
head of the Pruffian columns, both of infantry and cavalry, 
appeared oppofite. the Auftrian army, which was prepared , 


to receive them. “And about two o’clock the grand attack, . os 


conducted by prince’ Ferdinand‘ of Brunfwick, and fupported 


' By a powerful artillery, was pufhed with refiftlefs fury upon - 


the Auftrian right wing ; which was at firft thrown into 
diforder, but inftantly recovered itfelf, and afterward behaved 
with" equal firmnefs and ‘gallantry. “This confli& lafted 
about an hour and a half.. Then the fire of the Pruffian in- 


fantry began to flacken, and they were obliged to retire, in or- 


der to draw~breath. ~ They foon, however, renewed the 
combat; but were” again compelled to yield to fuperior 
ftrength. Seven times did they return to the charge, from 
two tll half paft fix o’clock. About that time, the laft and 
moft violent effort was made by the king in perfon, at thé. 
head ‘of his cavalry. ‘Te was continued till after feven ; when 
3 the Pruffians, finking under numbers and the difaitvannage 
of ground, in which their cavalry could not properly ad, 
were forced finally to relinguith the conteft. But they re- 
mained on the field till nine, and ‘retired without being pur- 
fued. The flaughter on both fides was great, and- nearly 
equal. About twenty thoufand men were left'dead on the 
fpot, or dying of mortal wounds: 
In confequence of the lofs of this memorable battle, one of 


the moft obftinate and bloody of which there is any example 


in modern times, the king of Pruffia was obliged immediately 


“30. For the particulars of the battle of Kolin, and mof of the other great 
actions between the Auftrians and Pruflians, the author is indebted to the 
late major-general Lloyd, whofe excellent, but unfinithed Campaigns, muft 
make his death fincerely Jamented by all military men. -Where this prime 
authority fails, recourfe has been had to the accounts of the different actions 
publifhed by the courts of Ber'in and Vienna,-as-vell as to thofe tran{mitted 
to the court of Verfailles by French officers in the Auitrian fervice, which feem 
Tape. “general more accurate and impartial, ang form a kind of ftandard for judg- 
_ ing of the two former, 


id i: to 


+ 


a eed * a oe eee. Te ee ees ee rage i led tas 
s , — © Sy ar oe ee 
. iS . 
\ . - ¥ 
. ; 


ado PHE HISTORYOF | cee rite 


to raife the fiege of Prague, an igaaray to evacuate Bos 


hemia. tadinetl se Etat aa 


_ General Lloyd’s refleftions, oft the fiege of Prague; ; 
the battle of Kolin, are too intetefting to. be here. ed. 


The fiege of Prague, with about fifty thoufand men imit, hey: 


ebferves, was an imprudent and dangerous meafure, more 
efpecially as.the king of Prufia was. then in circumftances 
that required fome decifive ftroke, and that as foon as pol 
fible:; that Prague covers no effential pafs into. the countrys 
and contained no contiderable magazine, neither, was itne+ 
ceffary for the king to form one there, becaufe the country 
itfelf furnifhed. abundantly all kind of fubfiftence ; that if, in- 
ficad of befieging this town, his: Pruffian majefty bad fent 
twenty thoufand men,,the morning after his victory, in/pur- 
fuit of the Auftrian right wing, which had fled to Benefehan, 


and marched with the main body of sjhissarmy to Bohnoiifehs-: 


Brodt, againft marefchal Daun, it ismore.than probable he 
might, have deftroyed:both ;; that.they: certainly could not 


have retired ahadctan Aobiigetl their Sane and Bate cand © 


AS 


Danube ; that prince Charles of Seubece mitt likewile Se 
marched to. the Danube, in, orderyto: join. the) remainder of 
the Auftrian, army;:as :he: could: not,.in ‘his. then fituation, 


haye: eadeniakien any thing of himfelf; thatthis would haves’ 


given{the king, of ,Prufiia, all the: timenneceflary to reduce: 


Olnutz, andeven Prague itfelf, which muft have been left 
to a common garifon ; but that, alluted by the. uncertain 
and vain, though. flattering -hope of making .fifty thoufand 


] 


men prifoners, -he loft Aight of Daun andthe Auftrian right: 


‘wing, andwith it. an oppertunityof siete 


bloy.; that when, informed of the enemy’s approach, he had 
iil, ume to repair the fault he had committed,—*he might, 
** and ought to have raifed the fiege of ‘Prague, and»have 
*« raarched with his whole forces again(k marefehal Daun:;”, 
and if he had fucceeded, it is highly probable that he might 


3 igs alte 


s 8 pe he 


ere 
a Sn 


REIL] MODERNEUROPE. 2x 
alfo! have. routed princé Charles, before he® could” hive 
reached the Danube **. , 
in regard to the battle of Kolin itfelf this i ingenious abe 
very judicioufly remarks, that‘as ‘his Pruffan-majefty was 
in *proportion nruch ftronger in-cavalry than infantry, he 


ought to have chofen the moft convenient ground: on the 
enemy’s front for that fpecies of troops ; and that’as he had” 


given them an opportunity, by making his difpofitions in open 


day; to-reinforcé ‘their right and its flank, whither they had- 


brought two thirds of their army, he ought to have refufed 
both his wings, and have made an effort. with his cavalry, 


fultained by his infantry and artillery, on the enemy’s centre; 


where they had only cavalry, and therefore moft probably 
would have been forced to give way: whereas by perfifting 
to attack their right, ‘he could bring only his infantry into 


‘action, the ground, being very improper for cavalry, as well © 
om account of the ravins and woods, as of the villages before 
the enemy’s front; that having? refolved ‘to attack the Auf-" 


trian: v right wing, the ‘king of Pruffia fhould’ have brought 


thither.all his infantr ys leaving onlyva line’ of horfe on his ‘ 
right, which would:have been fufficient,' as the enemy’s left | 
could never quit its advantageous pofition, and defcend: into: 
the plain; that thiscwould have enabled him to fuftain pro=: 


perly his van-guard, which was left expofed; to have taken 


the enemy in-flank; "and'to have ‘gained’ the battle*. Ina’ 
word, it appears from thefe refleGtions; That the king of 


Pruffia'erred, in forming an attack’ where he could not con- 
veniently combine the different {pécies of atms, whereas the 
enemy had both infantry and cavalry, with a great artillery, 
to fuftain'the points attacked ;cin Jetting his van-guatd ad- 
varice fo far, that it could not. be fupported by the line; and 
in attacking with too little infantry, confidering the nature of 
the grounds: Hence the lofs‘of the battle. 

Nor were the arms of his Pruffian majefty, or thofe of his 


* 
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allies, mote fortunate in other quarters. No, fooner did the 
Rufhans, who had hovered long, on the frontiers, enter the . 
) ‘kingdom of Praffia, than general. -Lewhald- was. ordered to 
: “oppote their progr cfs, He accordingly « affembled an army. of 
thirty. thoufand men, in the month of June, and took poft at 
‘Infterburgh, in order to obferve the motions of the enemy. 
Meanwhile general Fermor, with one divifion of the Ruffian 
army, affifted by.a fleet from Revel, carr ying nine thoufand 
land forces, invelted Memel ; and, after a fliort fiege, 
chy * made himfelf mafter of that important place, which 
“was of infinite confequence to the Rufans, as they could 
make it a military ftation, and a magazine of provilions and 
ftores, that might be sontianty fupplied by means, of their 
BAVy. . 

. This.enterprife Reabe Gina lattes ected, the whole as. 
fian army, confifting of fixty-two: thoufand foot, and nine- 
“teen thoufand horfe,.with near twenty thoufand Tartars, 

Calmucks, and Coffacks, united: under. marefchal Apraxin, 
von the river Rufs, and:advanced toward. the Pregel.. General 
Lewhbald, on the approach of the enemy, quitted his.camp.at 
Infterburgh, and» retired to Wehlaw, .where he ‘continued 
yey until he received: pofitive orders to hazard a battles 
og, Having reconnoitred the pofition of the Rufiians, 
owhovhad .paffed the. Pregel, and: were encamped at Grofs 
Jageridorff,, near Norkitten;vyhe accordingly attacked therm 
‘unexpectedly, at five-o’clock im the, mornmg > with, great 
fury. Though thus ina manner furprifed, Bey received the 
diiock with a firmnefs that; aftonithed him ; ; and. after 2 _ 
watm and gencral a€tion of three hours,-during which. vie- 
fory.remained doubtful, and every pofible exertion had been 
smadeyhe was forced to retreat, with the lofs of two thoufand 
“men 33, 
Unacquainted withthe valour and difcipline of the Ruf. 
dian infantry, fince found to be the beft in Europe, TLewhald 


33) | Praffian account of the battle, The Raffian account is imperfect and 
contradictory, 
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deprived himfelf of the power. of making a.yigorous or thee 
cefsful effort in any one point,. by. extending his litde army. 
ina line oppoféd to that of the enemy 3, which he in van 
endeayoured to break, as they. had every, where, through this, 
miftaken difpofition, a. much greater, number of men im 
action, than he could pollibly prefent ‘*: In vain did he ats, 
tempt to cut theif army in. two; and: take them i in flank, by 
penetrating through certain openings; ‘They received the 
Praffians on the point of the bayone, and forced-them:to. 
give way. He drew off his atmy,, however, i in, good order; 
and re-occupied his former camp, at Wehlaw: : = 

While the Raffians, now victorious, were rataging ‘tis 
king of Pruffia’s dominions on one fide of Germany; the 
Hench were {tripping him of his poffefons on the other, 
and laying the electorate of Hanover under, contribution: 
After the duke of Cumberland pailed the. Weler, he con=, 
tinued to retreat before marefchal d’Etrees, until he. reached 
the village of Haftenbeck. Having chiofew an advantageous 
poft, he there attempted to miaké a ftand, on the 2 5th'of 
July; but being worfted; after a vigorous refiftance, he was 
obliged to quit his ftation: Inftead, however, of marching 
immediately after the ation; as ptudence feemed to dictate, 
toward Wolfenbuttle, Halberftadt, and Magdeburg, where 
he might have fermed a junction with the Pruffian forces, 
his royal highnefs retired to Hoya, under ptetence of cover- 
lege Bremen and Verden; though, in reality, in order to:-keep 

“tp a communication with Stade, whither had been removed 
the ; ar rchives, and moft valuable effects of Hanover. 

In the mean time that electorate, abandoned to the enemy, 
was laid under contribution. And the duke de Richelieu, the 
celebrated conqueror of Minorca, having fucceeded to the 
chief command of the French army, foon faw himfelf mafter 
of Bremen and Verden, and obliged the duke of Cumber- 
land to take refuge under the cannon of Stade. “‘Theré,'en- 


34. Lloyd, vol. i. Po 1456 
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Saiea atcteeh ‘the Aller and the. Elbe, it was 7 Binal ed his 
point highnefs would be able to maintain, his ground till the 

clofe of the campaign, as the feafon was already far in the 
decline.” ‘Bur the enemy having taken. effectual meafures for 
éutting: off his communication with the Elbe, he was undet 
» the ona of figning the- fingular convention HE Clofters 
} “feven'; by which an army of thirty-eight thoufand’ 
Sept, 8 : 

*. Hanoverians, Heffians, and other. troops in the pay’ 
of his Britannic majefty, was diffolved) and diftributed into 
diferent quarters of Cantonment, without being difarmed AP 
or confidered as prifoners of war, The French were left 
“till the’ definitive reconciliation of the two fovereigns 3°,” 


| 354, The court of France afterward infifted on the difarming of the trodps, 
though the ‘convention “had obferved a profound filence on thai bead’ It onty tti- 
pulated, That off the ceffution of hoftilities, the auxiliary troops f fhould be fent 
home, and that flick part’ of the Hanoverian army.as the duke of Cumberland 
conld not place!in the city'of Stade, fhould go: and take quarters in the country: 
beyond the Elke, and:not be recruited! (See the Articles of the Convention it= 
felf, and the PB, Hien of ‘the King of England” 5 Combi as the EieSor of. Ha- 
nover,  pablitied: by authority.) NotwithRanding- the potoriéty of this faét, 
tw6 \¢otémforary authors have affirmed, That in confequence of the conven- 
tionvof. Clotter-feven, thirty-eight thoufand Hanoverians Jaid down phere 
arms !?,, Contin, Hip. Eng. vol.ii. “Anmual Reg. 1758: °° 
36. This indefinite mode of expreffion g eave rife to one of the moft intricate 
difputés that ever employed the'pens of politici} writers; and as felf-intereft 
diGated“the arguments on both fides of the queftion, much ingenuity and 
force of reafoning were difplayed. The French with great plaufibility main-. 
tained, that no other z perning could reafonably be affixed-to the words of the 
convention (which however “they attempted to mend by certain Jefuitical €k- 
plicati ons), than that which was natural and obvious: What the fufpenfion of. 
atins Was to continue, and they confequently in poftefiion of their conquetts, 
tl a general pacification. (Parallel of the Condua of ihe King of France with that 
uf the King of England ) The Englifh miniftry, on the other hand, affirnzed, 
That the fufpenfion of arms'was a meré inilitary regulation, Muni was-to 
eontinue in farce ouly till the iffue of a negociation, ‘then depending, begun 
by is Britanhic niajclty, im quality of ‘elector of Handver, and “the fud- 
malta expected de -claragion of the courts of Vienna and’ Verfailles relative to 
fuch nevociation; that ane was the reafon why it was not thought) neceflary 
to fix the time the fulpention of arms was toTaih) Itws-drawn up, they: hi ail, 
by ths gunerals of the two armies, who mutually agreed that it nous be of 
pai as e force 
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TO Trott 
in full polfeffion of the atrantaneh they had ctuese, though 
under the exprefs condition of abftaining’ from future vio~ 
lences, hoflilities being immediately to ceafe on both fides, 

Having thus fubduéd” the German dominions of his Bri- 
tannic majefty, the French were now at liberty: to! turn, their, 

_ Whole forces againft thofe of the king of Pruffia,, Marefgha] 
Richelieu accordingly made his way into Halberftadt and the 
Old Marche of Brandenburgh ; firft exacting contribucions, 
and then plundering the towns. The army of the empire, 
under the prince of Hildburghaufen, reinforced by that under 
the prince de Soubife, was on full march to enter Saxony, 
Twenty thoufand Swedes, commanded by general Ungern 

Stornberg, had already entered Pruffian Pomerania, under 
pretence of guarantying the treaty of Weftphalia; and hav~- 
ing taken the.towns.of Demmin and Anclam, and reduced 
the lands of Ufedom and Wollin, they laid the whole coun~, 
try under contribution; without meeting with the fmalleft re- : 
fiftance, as the garrifon of Stettin, confifting of ten thoufand 
men, could not leave that important fortrefs, in order to Op- 
pofe. their progrefs. The kingdom of Pruffia was fill a 
prey to the barbarities of the Ruffians... One Auftrian army 
had ‘entered Silefia, and laid fiege to Schweidnitz; while 
another, penetrating through Lufatia, pafled the Pruffian 
varmies, and fuddenly prefenting atigli D before Berlin, laid that 
“eapital under contribution.: ‘The ruin of his Pruffian smaisthy 
‘feemed inevitable, 

This. iluftrious prince, driven out of Bohemia, was on all 
ies furrounded by pow erful armies; and, in confequence 


force without the ratification of the two courts; a thing impoflible, if it is 
fappofed the king of England’s German dominions were to be delivered up 
dnto:the hands of foreigners till a general peace, of which there was not the 
leaft profpect. . * But it is evident,” added they, ‘that France herfelf did 
# not underftand the hands of the Hanoverians to be tied up till a general 
<< peace, by the fufpenfion. of arnis gorcluded at Clofter-feven, from her infift+ 
«€©ing on having that ftipulared, as’an ‘expres condition, inher artful [cheme 
» of explication, propofed by. the count de L.ynar, the Danifh miuifler’’ 
 Kindicaion y of the King of England's Conduct as Elcéior of Hanovers 
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: of the convention of Clofteriteven, he feemed to be defined’ 
py thé only ally on'whom ‘he could: place’ ‘arty dependence. 
In what manner he extricated himfe}f ‘out of thefe dificul- 
ties, and what line of policy: Was porfued, in fuch: delicare 
circumftances, by his Britannic nee? we thal eternal 
haye occafion to fee. 


eben Min fails Ecabie: a Ker  caie 


State of Europe, and He Hiftory of the general War, continued froug 
“the Convention of CrostER- SEVEN, to the Batile of MINDEN: or 
_Tuoxyas USEN, in 1959. 


‘HE affairs of England, where tumult, clamour, and ait, 
content had long prevailed, were full in difordey, when 

intelligence arrived of the humiliating convention of Clofter-" 
oe si overwhelmed the court with fhame and confu> 
} ‘fion, Pitt and Legge, the two popular minifters, 

had beer’ reftored to their refpective offices, i In com 

pliance with the general with of the nation, exprefled in’ 

many warm addreffes to the throne, But they had not “yet 
had time to plan any regular fyftem of meafures; and ‘the 
firft enterprife they hazarded mifcarried to the no fmall mor- 

tification of their ‘friends, and to the fevere difappojntment, 

forrow, and furprife of the whole kingdom: 

This was an expedition to the coatt of France, in order ta 
raife the drooping {pirits of the people by an appearance of 
vigour, and the credit of the Britifh arms, fo funk in the eyes, 
of all Europe, by fome great blow, and toinduce, if poffible, 
the French monarch to withdraw part of ‘his troops frony 


Germany, for the defence of hjs own dominions, inftead of 
profecuting foreign. conguefts. 


yuune 290 


its ultimate purpofe was the 
ee 
relief of the electorate of Hanover, and its immediate obje& 


the deftruction of the prenen {hipping and naval flores at. 


Re chfort. . - 
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Rochfort.. The deftination of the armament, however, w..s 


kept.a profound fecret.- But the higheft expectations of fuc~" 
cefs were formed from the magnitude: of the preparations, | 
and the confidence which ;the. public had in. the abilities of 
Mr. Secretary Pitt, by whom the Pee was faid to sa 
been planned. . 
Happily thefe expeCtations.began in fome meafure to 
abate, in confequence of Certain unforefeen delays, before 
the failing of the fleet. At length, om the ill-omened day that 
the duke of Cumberland figned the convention of 
Clofter-feven, the formidable armament put to fea. ~ 
It confifted of eighteen fhips of the line, under Sir Edward 
Hawke, befide frigates, fire-fhips, bomb-ketches, anda num- 
ber of tranfports, carrying ten regiments of land'forces, com- 
manded by Sir John Mcrdaunt. The hopes of the people 
were again revived: their petitions to-heaven were fervent; 


Sept. 8. 


and imagination, warmed by vows and withes, looked fondly 


‘forward to fome important conqueft. What then was the 


aftonifhment of the nation, when this mighty fleet, which 
had coit. the government almoft a million of money, after 
beating off the coaft of France for three weeks, and filling 
the inhabitants of the fea-ports with terror, returned to Eng- 
Jafid without having taken fo much as a fithing town — 
without having attempted or effected any thing ! except dex, 
{troying fome half-finifhed fortifications on the. little ifland 
of Aix, fituated at the mouth of the river Charente, which 
leads up to Rochfort. 

Language cannot paint the exprefions of difappointment 
that appeared in every countenance... Every heart feemed to © 
feel the national dilgrace, and every eye to lighten. with in- 
dignation at the officers employed in the expedition, . The 


~ officers endeavoured to throw the blame of their mifcarriage 


on, the miniftry, in. planning an impracticable enterprife, 


The miniftry, fupported by the-voice of the people, retorted 
the. charge, by accuting the officers of cowardice or incapa- 
sth 


A court of inquiry, appointed by his majelty, cen/ured 
R 4 . the 
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the conduéof Sir John -Mordaunt, the commander im chief ; 

and a court-martial, compofed of officers of reputation, «ac 

quitied him of the charge of difobeping. his a geen (The 
},public opinion remained the fame.i)) ps yd boria; 


bye ln,the courfe of thisitrial and inqueft it Ser. That.the - 
_aminiftry had reafon to believe, on good information, thatan 


attempt upon Rochfort would be very practicable. » Nor was 
there any thing offered to prove the impraCticability of fuch 
-attempt, if it had been made when the fleet firft arrived before 
that place. But it. was proved, to the fatisfa@tion of ,every: 
-unprejudiced mind, and to the fevere regret of all lovers: of 
their|king and country, of eyery man who had any pride in 
_the.military glory of England, That the time which ought to 


ditnebeen eacavad in action was fpent in confultations and 


-gouncils of war, and the purpofed defcent finally relinquithed 
-without any fuffieient caufe*. In a word, the. principabof- 
ficers, admiral Hawke excepted, feemed mutually defirous ta 
avoid a Janding. And their frequent confultations, notwith- 
ftanding the ardour,of the troops, who were impatient ito re- 
Arieye the honour of, thei; country, deemed to have more in 
view thana common, excufe for, inaction ; .a-concerted apo- 
logy (for, not making.adefcent, than any /hoftile purpofe 
againft the enemy. 

~While the people of Great Britam were mourning over 
this fhameful mifcarriage, which, joined to the accumulating 


misfortunes of the. king of Pruffia, and the mortifying con-_ 


yention, of Clofter-feven, exhibited, a.moft melancholy pic- 
ture of their affairs.in Europe, thofe in America did not afford 
a more. flattering profpec&t... Althor ughia large reinforcement 
ofitroops had been fent thither, and a vaft fupply of warlike 
ftores, the third campaign ferved only: to fwell the ountntpss 
of the enemy, 

The attack upon Crown Point, fo = meditated, wits 
Jaid afide for an. expedition againft, Louitburg. Lord 


* . 
1. Sce the printed Evidence in the publications of the times, > 
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- Louden, who in-perfon swasnovoutinvalnd 8 Rant fortes; ac- 
-vordingly left New York on the ninth of July; with a any 


joined by admiral Holbourn with a confidérable fleet, and 
vabout five thoufand land forces,’ But when the fleet and 
army’were almoft ready to proceed for Cape Breton, infor- 
mation was broughtto Halifax, that the Breit fleet, confift- 
ing of feventeen fhips of the line, befide frigates, with'a rein- 
forcement of troops, and/an abundant fupply of ammunition 
vand provifions, was arrived at Louifburg. ‘This intelligence 


‘immediately fufpended the preparations, and damped the! ary. 


dour of the Britith officers. Councils of war were held one 
after another; and the refult of the whole was, That as the 
place which had been the’ object of their armament was fo 
ftrongly reinforced, the French fleet’ rather ‘fuperior to’ the 
Englith; andthe feafon of the year fo far advariced, it was 
-advifeable to defer the ile till a more favourable 4 
pinnae Epa oth Brits GY 
Thus terminated the’ projected expedition againtt Louif, 
burg, ‘like that againit Rochfort, in a manner inglorious to 
the Britifh arms, and difgraceful to the fpirit of the Britifh 
‘officers. But thofe were not the worft hid ain oe at. 
tended it.* des 
Since the taking of ‘Ofwego, the French had feahined 
matters of the Great Lakes? nor could the Britifh forces 
prevent their collefting the Hadians from all parts, and fe- 
ducing or compelling them to act im their favour.” The 
country of the Six Nations, the only body of Indians who, 
‘preferved even the thadow of friendihip to England, was 
abandoned to the mercy of the barbarous enemy. ‘The Bri- 
tith forts at'the great Carrying Place were demolithed, ‘and 
Wood Creek was induftrioufly fhut up. In confequence of 
thefe unfortunate circumftances, all communication with our 
‘{ndian allies was cut off; aiid what’ was fill worfe, the 
aole Englith frontier lay perfecHy canny to the irrup- 
tions of the French“ and’their défolating “{avages. All our 
ieaeeg Ni fine 
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fine fettlements on the Mohawk. river,.as well as on the. 

may mene. called the German Flats, were defiroyed. 
at » Elated, with fo many: advantages, the French were "amabll: 
tious of diftinguithing the campaign by fome important blow, | 4 
And. no fooner did the marquis de, Montcalm, learn, , that 
Jord Loudon, with the main bedy of the Englith forces, had . 
left. New-York, than he determined to lay, fiege to Fort 
William Henry, This fort had been built on the fouthern. 
fide of Lake George, in. order. to cover the frontier of the. 
Britith fertlements, as well as to command the lake. The 
fortifications were good, and the place was defended by a 
garrifon of two thoufand five hundred men, commanded by ~ 
colonel) Monro, Nor were thofe its only fecurity, . An 
army of four thoufand five hundred men, under the conduct 
of general, Webb, was pofted at no great diftance, and a 
much greater force might have been affembled. | The French 
forces, collected from Crown Point, LPiconderoga, and-the 
adjacent forts, together with a patty of Indians and Cana-- 
dians sare faid.to have amounted to nine -thoufand men, 
With thefe, and-a good train of artillery, Montcalm advan 
ced again{t the object-of his enterprife, while general Webb, 
beheld his approaches with an indifference bordering on. ins, 
fatuation, or intimately allied to bafenefs..Insaavord, the 
enemy meeting with no obiiruction from the quarter whence 
they dreaded it moit, obliged the Englith fort to furrender. 

The garrifon was allowed to march out with, the honours. 
of war... But the Indians in the Frenehyarmy, difregarding 
the articles of capitulation, fell npon the foldiers, and the'fas - 
vages in the Englith fervice, as foon.as they left the place, pil- 
laging them, dragging them out of their ranks, fcalping, toma~ 
hawking, and exercifing upon them every f{pecies of cruelty 
known among the natives of North America ?, And what 
is yet more extraordinary, and what it is,to.be hoped pofes 


2. Thefe barbarities are flrongly delineated in many letters from ‘the offiz’ 
eers, alter they arrived at New York, 
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rity: will not credit, two thoufand Englithmen, with arms in 
their hands, and in danger every moment of becoming the 
yictims of fuch violence, remained tame {peCtators of 'thefe 
barbarities, or fought fafety only in flight! . 

The marquis de Montcalm, however, ‘no lefs generous 
than brave, was able at length to quell the\fury of the fa+ 
yages, and treated the {ufferers with great humanity. Yet 
his fummons to colonel Monro, when he began the fiege, 
Jeaves ‘room to fuppoie, that he meant, in cafe pf refiftance, 
to ftrike terror into the Britifh troops by a new difplay of 
Indian cruelty. ‘Iam ftill able,” fays he, to refrain the 
© Javages, and to oblige them to obferve a capitulation, ag 
« none of them have been filled ; but this controul will not 
© be in my power in other circumftances 3.” 

When intelligence of thofe new loffes and difgraces ar= 
rived in England, the people, already fufficiently mortified, 
funk into a : general defpondency, And certain moral and 
political writers, who foretold the ruin of the mation, and 
afcribed its misfortunes to a total corruption of mannérsand 

Wicd 
univerial credit *. But the more zealous friends of the new 


principles, and an utter extinction of the martial {pirit, 


adminiftration, in conjunction with the younger officers of 
the army and navy, warmly vindicated the national character, 
and feemed to long for an opportunity to give the lie to the: 
yifionary prognoftics of fplenetic theory and croaking me- 
lancholy. In the méan time public opinion, ever fluctuat- 
ing, and wholly governed by events, took a lefs gloomy dis 
rection. The firft ray of hope came from the Eaft. 

When admiral Watfon returned to the coaft of Coro- 

andel, after reducing the fortrefs of Gheria, the: refidence 
of the famous pirate Angria, he was informed of the lofs of 


3. Letter, dated Aug. 3, 1757, and figned MonTcAtm. 

4. The moft diftinguifhed of thefe writers was Dr. Brown, whofe Efimate 
of the Manners and Principles of the Times, abounding with awfu' predictions, 
yas bought up and read with incredible avidity, and as much confided in as 
if he had been divinely infpired. 

ee Calcutta, 
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Caleutta, ia al the horrid sri gees: a ttending it, and 
refolved upon revenge. He accordingly took on board Mr. 
Clive, a ow advanced to the rank of colonel, with patt of the 
Englith Eaft India company ’S troops at Madrafs, and failed 
for the bay. of Bengal, By a zealous co- -operation of the 
fea and land forces, the forts of Buzbuzia and Tannah were, 
fpeedily reduced. The town of Calcutta was recovered ; 
and the Englifh colours being once more hoifted on Fort 
William, Mr. Drake and the members of the council, who. 
had hitherto remained on board the fhips in the river, were 
agai putin poflefion of the government. 
Not fatisfied with this fuccefs, the Britith commanders, 
made themfelves mafters alfo of the large town of Hughley, 
where the nabob had eltablifhed his principal: magazines, 
Enraged at fo many loffes, and dreading more, Surajah Dow- 
lah affembled a great army, and marched toward Calcutta, 
determined feverely to chaftife the audacity of the invaders, 
and. even finally to expel every Englifhman from the pro 
vince of Bengal. But he met’ with fo warin a falute from 
colonel Clive, captain Coote, and other gallant officers, at the 
head of the company’s troops, reinforced with fix hundred 
failors from the fleet, as induced: him to fue for } peace, and 
agree to:fuch terms as the Englith commanders thought 
proper to dictate. He engaged to reitore ta the Eaft-tndia 
company all their fadtcries, goods, and money, which had 
been feized by his orders ; to reinftate them in all their for- 
mer privileges ; and to allow them to extend their prefidency 
over thirty-cight neighbouring villages, conformable to’ a_ 
‘difputed grant that had been’ obtained “from the Great’ 
Mogul *. : S Hy Tas 
Tnformed of the new war between Francé ‘and Great 
Britain, and having nothing now to fear from the nabob, the 
Englifth commanders refolved to turn their “arms againft the? 
French factories in Bengal.’ Their firft ges was the tes 


i 
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,.- dudtion of Chandernagore, the Benet French fettlement 


in the province, and a place of great ftrength, fituated 2 
; little higher on the river Hughley than Calcutte. In the exs 
pedition againit this town and fort, colonel Clive command- 
ed feven hundred European troops, and fixteen hundred Se- 
poys, or foldicrs of the country, habituated to the ufe of fires 
arms. The fquadron, confifting of three fail of the line, 
and a floop of war, was conducted by the admirals W atfon 
- and Pocock. The place was defended by fix hundred Eu. 
ropeans, and three hundred Sepoys, who gallantly. difputed 
every poft. But fo powerful was the cannonade from the 
fhips, as foon as they could bring their guns to bear upon the 
works, and from two batteries, mounted with twenty-four 
pounders, that affailed with a crofs fire the two. baftions. of 
the fort againfi which the men of. war laid their broadfides, 
that the garrifon was obliged to furrender, after a short. but 
vigorous conflict of three hours. Te Ast ‘ 
As conqueft naturally expands the views of the Seed 
Clive, who was formed for vaft undertakings, no, feoner 
found himfelf in poffefiion. of Chandernagore, than he con- 
ceived the defign of humbling flill farther the nabob of Ben- 
gal, and of advancing toa yet greater height the interefts of 
the Englith Eaft India company, . And the conduct, of that 
prince furnifhed him with many pretexts for renewing hofti- 
lities. 
~ Surajah Dowlah was backward in fulfilling the treaty he. 
had lately concluded with the company. He attempted to. 
évade the execution of the chief articles of it; and he had 
entered into fecret ‘intrigues with the French, to whom he 
feemed difpofed to afford protection in return for fupport. 
The Englifh colonel therefore refolyed to compel him to 
pextorm his ftipulations ; ; and, in cafe of refufal, to chaftife 
him for his breach of faith, and eyen to diveft him of his aun, 
, -thority. In the laft refolution he was confirmed (if it was 
not foggetel by a difcovery of the. diffaffection of Meer 
re) Jaffer, 
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Jaffer, commander in chief of the nabob’s forces 


“dntrigues of sialeied sg with the French Omer 8 it the grr 
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\) Phe meafures ante by Clive, to 5 akatitiplhee ‘ta ake 
volution, do no lefs honour to his fagacity and addrefs, as a 
politician, than to his vigour and fkill, as a commander: 
While he conducted an intricate and dangerous fiegociation 
with Meer Jaffer, by means of his agents, he counterfeited - 
friendfhip fo artfully, as not only to quiet the fufpicions of 
the Nabob, but to induce him to diffolve his army; which had 

been affembled at Plaffy, a ftrong camp. to the fouth of his 
‘capital, before the taking of Chandernagore, i m confequence 
‘of a report, that the Englifh commander meant next to at- 
tack Muxadavad. “ Why do you keep yout forces in the 
«* field,” faid he infidioully, * after fo many marks of friend 
« fhip and confidence ?—They diftrefs all the merchants, 
“and prevent us from renewing our trade. The Englith 
«cannot ftay in Bengal without freedom of commerce. 

66 Do not reduce us to the necefhty of fufpecing, that you 
intend to deftroy us as foon as you have an opportu: 
& pity ee? 

In order to quiet thofe npietended fears, Sur ajah Bawtih 
recalled his ‘army, though not without gteat anxiety. ¢4 If,” 
cried he, with keen emotion, ‘the colonel fhould’ ‘deceive 
And the fecret departiire’ of the Englifh agents 
from Muxadayad foon convinced him that he was deceived. 


sere 


He again affembled his army; and ordered it to re- -oceupy its 
former camp at Plaffy-;-after having made Meer Jafher, by = 
the moft folenin oaths upon thé Koran, renew his obliga; 
tions of fidelity and allegiance. “ 

The Englith commander, who had heped to take poffeliibn 
of that important poft, was nota little difconéerted by this- 
movement. The nabob had reached Plaffy, twelve honrs  - 
before him, at the head of fifty thoufand foot, and eighteen : 
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- thoufand horfe. Thefe forces were protected: by fifty: pieces 
of cannon, planted in the openings between the columns, into 
. which the Indian army was divided, and partly’ diregted by 
forty Frenchmen. -Clive, however, though furprifed at the 
enemy’s numbers as well as at their formidable array, re- 
folved to give them battle. He accordingly, drew up his lit- 
tle army, contifting of. about one thoufand Europeans, and 
two thoufand Sepoys, under cover of eight field-pieces. The 
cannonade was brifk on both fides, from eight o’clock in 
the morning till near noon; when a heavy fhower damaged 
the enemy’s powder, and their fire began gradually to flag. 
Nor was this the only circumftance in favour of the Eng- 
‘Lith army- ,Surajah Dowlah, who had hitherto remained in 
his tent beyond the reach of danger; and been flattered every 
moment with affurances of victory, was now informed that 
Meer Murdeen, the only general on whofe fidelity. he could 
tely, was mortally wounded. Overwhelmed by fo weighty 
a misfortune, he fent for Meer Jaffer, aud throwing his tur- 
ban, on the ground, ‘* Jafiier 1” exclanned. he, ‘that turban 
“ you mutt defend.” The traitor bowed, and with his hand 
on his breaft, promifed his beft fervices. But no fooner did - 
he join his troops, thamhe fent a letter to colonel Clive, ac- 
guainting him. with what had paffed; and requefting him 
either. inftantly to pufh-on to victory, or to ftorm the.nabob’s 
‘camp, during the following night. 
-. Thevletter, however, was, not delivered till the iwc of 
the day,was decided; fo that Clive was {till held in fome de- 
gree of fufpente, with refpect to the ultimate intentions of 
Jaffier. Meanwhile: the nabob, underftanding that his-gene- 
ral continued inaétive, fuddenly ordered a retreat... Mount- 
ing a camel, foon. after, he fled toward Moexadavad, accoms 
_. panied by two thoufand horfemen.. And the Englith army; 
haying furmounted;eyery difficulty, entered -his camp -about 
five in the afternoon, -without any other obftruction than 
“what wanes ceafioned by baggage and ftores ; it being utterly 
e : suki awa 
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abandoned by his troops which, were feen ies on all fides 
in, the utmott confufion 7. 

‘Having at length: received Meer Jafier’ s letter, Clive 

prefied on with his victorious sis to Daudpore; regardlefs 

_ of the rich plunder.of the enemy’s camp. He-arrived there 
about eight o’clock in the evening, and next morning faluted 

the traitor nabob (though miore properly hiboh of Bengal; 
Baher, and Orixa: 

The new nabob -haftened with his troops to Nara 
whither he was followed by the Englith commander. . Froar 
that city, Surajah Dowlah had made his ¢fcape in difgurfe;. 
the day after his defeat ; accompanied only by his favourite 
women, and by the eunuch who governed his feraglio, hay- 
ing loft. all confidence in his army, and in his officers, both 
civil and military. He was taken; brought back to his ca+ 
pital ; imprifoned; and put to death by order. ef Meerurm; 
the fon of Jaffer ; an ambitious and cruel youth; who was 
unwilling to leave any thing in the power of fortune that . 
violence could fecure*®. Nor. can his conduct be blamed 
on the maxims of Afiatic policy. . His father’s fway, which 


> otherwife might have been difputed, was inftantly acknow- 


edged over all the three provinces that compofe the viceroy- 
alty or fubahfluip. 

It now only remained for colonel Clive to sient Meer. : 
Jather, whom he had feated in. the Mujnud or throne, fulfil 
the conditional engagements into which he had folemnly en- 
tered, before the Englifh army was put in motion for his fups 
port... After attempting fome evafions, by pleading the lows 
nefs of his predeceflur’s treafury, :the nabob found it necef- 
fary to adhere to-every flipulation.. And a treaty to the fol« 
lowing purport was read, aud acknowledged to have been 
figned by him. : . 

“ Tengage, That as foon as I fhall be eftablithed in the 
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**government of Bengal, Behar, and Orixa, I will maintain: 
** the treaty of peace concluded with the Englith by Surajaly. 
‘ssDowlah; that the enemies of the-Englith fhall be my 
‘s-enemies; whether they be Indians or Europeans ; that all” 
‘the: effe&ts and_ factories belonging to: the French in Ben- 
‘“\gal, the paradifeof nations, or in Behar and Orixa, fhall 


“-yemain in the poffeffion of the Englith—and* I will-never ° 


* more allow them to fettle in any of the three provinces ; 
“that, in’ confideration of ‘the “loffes. which. the Englith 
‘seonrpany: have fuftained by the*capture and plunder’of  ~ 
‘ Calcutta by the nabob, and the ‘charges occafioned: by 
se maintaining forces to recover their factories, I will give 
‘< one Crore of rupees,” equivalent to twelve hundred and= 
fifty thoufand: pounds fterling; «*and that, for the effects 
‘¢- plundered from the Book® inhabitants of Calcutta, P-will 
“give: fifty Jacks of rupees,” “equivalent to fix hundred and © 
twerlty+five thoufand pounds fterling. He alfo agreed to in- © 
demnify ‘the Armenian, Gentoo, ‘and other Afiatic inhabit= 


_ants-of Calcutta, and greatly to enlarge the territory of the 


Englifh Eaft India Company °. In a word, the indemnifi~ 
cation” and reftitutions, with a donation of fifty lacks of:ru-"- 
pees to ‘the fleet and army, exclufive of private gratuities, . 
amounted to the enormous fum of two millions feven: hun=-< 
dredeand fifty: thoufand pounds fterling. » Near one third of 
that fum»was immediately paid in coined filver ?° “g 
Before information arrived in England of this desi revolu-. 


_tionan the fouth of Afia, fo favourable to the interefts of Great: * 


Britain, a variety-of events: had=happened in Europe, which: 


- ferved to revive the fpirit of the Englith nation, and give a: 


more’ agreeable:turn to the affairs of ‘his Britannic marty i 


and his allies. 
‘While the king of Pr ahha was shelly occupied i in aiddraas 


ing the*motions of the Auftrians, am ftruggling to prelarye 
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bist hdiig in Bohemia, the army of the empire, under the. 


prince of Hildburgliaufen, having formed, as already, obfery- 


ed, a junction with the French army! under the prince de 
Soubife, at Erfurth, affumed the'title of the C ‘sinbited Aimy, 


' whofe immediate object it was to drive the Pruffians out of 


Saxony. The generals of that army accordingly refolved to 


march down the Saala, {fuppofing they had’ nothing to ap- 
prehend from his Pruffian majefty) and begin their opera- 
‘tions with the fiege of Leipfic. This enterprife they chofe, 


in preference to any other, becaufe they would there be at 


hand to receive all kind of fuccours from Richelieu’s army, 
‘now entirely at liberty, in confequence of the convention of 
»Clofter-feven ; and allo becaufe, in cafe of fuecefs, they 


could take up their winter-quarters in that part of Saxony, 


and proceed next campaign, im full foree, to the entire con- 


queft of the country, as well as to that of Magdeburg afd 


“Brandenburg. But all their defigns were broken, by the -vi- 


gilance and activity of the enterprifing Frederick. 

Aware of the neceffity. of oppofing the progrefs of the 
French antt-Impertalifts, or of humbling himfelf at the feer 
of his*enemies, the king of Pruffia. purfued a line of condu&t 
worthy of a hero and a commander... Leaving an army .of 
forty battalions and) feventy. {quadrons under the prince of 
Bevern, to obferve the motions of the Auftnians, and defend 
Silefia, hé marched to Drefdem; quickly affleimbled, a new 
army, and proceeded to the Saala. | THe enemy abandoned 


Erfurth, on Mis approach, and’ rétired to Eifenach. He -fol- 


‘ 


lowed them, with an intention-to give them battles but found 
’ them too advantageoufly pofted to hazard an attack ; and-as 


they feemed ftaudioufly to decline an action, he fell back on 
the Saala, the better to fubfift’ his troops. Warious meve- 
ments were afterward made by both armies. And the gene- 
rals of the combined army having received a reinforcement 
under the duke de Broglio, during the abfence of his Pruffian 
majefty, who had been obliged to march to the relief of his 
capital, they: refumed their refolution of penetrating into 


Saxony. 
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Saxony ‘They accordingly 'paffed. the Saala, eftablithed 
their head-quarters at Weiffentels; and fent the count dé 
Mailly to fummon’ Leipfic. 
Marefchal Keith, who had thrown himfelf into that.i im- 
portant: place with fix thoufand men, treated the fummons 
with contempt. And before the enemy could form the flege; 
he was happily joined by the king of Pruffia; who now faw 
the neceflity of giving battle to the combined army; confifting 
of fifty thoufand French and Imperialifts, with lefs than half 
its number. With this view he paffed the Saala at Weiffen- 
‘fels, Merfeburg, and’ Halle, the enemy haying repaffed the 
fame river on his approach, and affembled his troops near 
the village of Rofbach. “lhe combined army was encamped 
in the neighbourhood ; and bis Pruffian majefty, having ex- 
amined'the pofition of the enemy, refolved to attack them. 
He acoerdingly advanced -with that intention ; but finding 
they had changed their pofition, he defifted from the attempt; 
and encamped, with his left at Rofbach, his centre at Shar- 
taw, and his ‘right toward Bedra. The generals of the.com- 
bined army, confidering this caution as the effect of fear, 
-and elated with their great fuperiority in numbers, deter- 
’ mined to bring him to an engagement next morning: 
Tn ‘confequence of that refolution, they put their 
troops in motion about eleven o'clock, and advanced in order 
of battle ; the cavalry in front, and the infantty in the rear, 
~The king of Profha remained quiet till two o’clock ; 
when, perceiving that the enemy's purpofe was to attack his 
jeft flank, he ordered the main body of his army to march in 
that dire@tion, behind the heights of Reichertfwerben. -Thefe 
concealed his motions ;-and,'in order farther to deceive the 
enemy, he left his«camp ftanding, as if he had been in, the 
inoft perfect, and evén infatuated fecurity., Confident of vi@o- 
ry, the French and Imperialifts advanced with fo much precipi- 
tation, that their army was thrown:inta fome diforder in its 
‘S gnarch; and before they had time to fotm, they were unex- 
; pegs attacked, and routed "by. the-Prutlian hore... Their 
5 2 cavalry 
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deenty attempted to rally behind the village of : Butcadest; 

but the Pruffians purfued their advantage with fuch ardour, 
‘that the enemy were again routed and forced to quit the 
field. | ! 

Meanwhile the generals of the ceoabiined army endeavour- 
éd to form their infantry, though with little fuccefs. It-was 
fuddenly broken by the Pruffian foot, fupported by the ca- 
valry and artillery. The prince de  Soubife, however, did 
not yet give up the battle as loft. He ordered the body of 
referve, confifting of five regiments of cavalry, to advance 

and fuftain the infantry ; in hopes of thus enabling them to 
form the tine. But thefe freth regiments were inftantly at- 
tacked, broken, and Seinen off the, field, like the former; and 
the infantry, after a vigorous combat, was alfo obliged togive 
way. A complete viGtory remained to his Pruffian, majefty, 
who did not lofe above three hundred men ; whereas the lofs 
‘of the French and Imperialifis amounted to near nine thou- 
fand, including killed, wounded, and prifoners,. Among the 
later. were eleven generals, and three hundred officers. of in- 

“ferior rank B. 

Wil the battle of Rofbach-ended the campaign in Saxo- 
ny, the combined army being no longer fit for. ation, But 
there was yet no reft for the victorious. Frederick. A great 
army of Auftrians and Hungarians, under prince Charles. of 
Lorrain, aflifted by marefchal Daun and general Nadafti, had 
entered Silefia, in fpite of all the efforts of the prince of Be- 
vern, and threatened an entire conqueft of that fine province, 


which had been the caufe of fo much bloodfhed, Their fr 


énterprife was the fiege of Schweidnitz ; a rich, populous, 

and {trong town, fituated in a plain about three miles beyond 

the mountains which feparate Silefia from Bohemia, and gar- 

‘rifoned with fix thoufand men. 

; The fiege of this important place was committed to gene- 
tal Nadafti, who invefted it on the 27th of OGober, Mean 


try Lloyd, vol. i. p. 97. 
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| se : 
Antibes the prince of Hoses lay craiiye dy in the neighbour- 


hood of Breflaw, in order to cover that capital ; while the 
prince of Lorrain and matefchal Daun took pott at no great 
diftance to watch his motions, and prevent his marching 
to the relief of Schweidnitz. And Nadatti, who. was’ rein- 
forced during the fiege by a large body of Bavarians and 
Wurtemburgers, conducted his operations with fo much vi- 
gour, that, three redoubts: being carried at once by aan 
affault, the place was taken, and the garrifon made pri- a 
foners of war, after the trenches had been open only twelve 


days, Ley pore i 


Prince Charles, having thus fecured a communication saith: 
Bohemia, by acquiring the command of the defiles, and alfo 
a place well ftored with provifions, to.retire into in-cafe of 


- difafter, was encouraged to attack the prince of Beyern in 


joined by Nadafti. The cannonading began’ at nine 


his camp, though now ftrongly fortified, as foon as he was 
jn the morning, and was continued with great fury Re. 
till noon, when the Prufian entrenchments were ftormed in 
every quarter. “T'wice were the “Auftrians repulfed) with 
great flaughter ; but their third attack was irrefiftible.. The: 
Pruffians were dri; 1 from moft of their redoubts'} and the 
prince of Bevern, ti g advantage of the friendly approach 
of night, which daly: prevented his entrenchments being: en- 
tirely forced, abandoned his lines, and retired behind the 


Oder. Nor was this his only misfortune.. Going to recon- 
. 


of contention, he arrived at Parchwitz on the Oder, 


noitre thé victorious enemy, two days after the battle, he 
was made prifoner by a party of Croats, and Breflaw furren- 
dered to the Auftrians7*. 
In this defperate fituation were the affairs of-his Prufian 
majefty, notwithftanding his fuecefs' at Rofbach. At that 


time anxious for the fafety of Silefia, the great bone : 
OV, 28. 


. with his {mall but victorious army, now confifling only of 
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ainetcen battalions and thifty-three fquadrons is. Here he was 
joined by the yemains of the ariny lately” commandéd by the 
prince of Bevern; the whole forinitig? a gallant ‘body of 
thirty- -fix thoufand 1 meh, eeriavaet to paneer or die aan 
their leader, 

“The Auftrians, thinking the campaign ‘finithed, were pre- 
paring to go into winter quarters '*, when they heard of the 
warlike king’s approach. It rather furprifed than alarmed 
them. Prince Charles and marefchal Daun immediately re- 
folved to give him battle. Having left a ftrong garrifon'in 
Breflaw, they accordingly paffed the river at Schweidnitz, at 
fhe head. of eighty thoufand good troops, and were advan- 
cing toward Glogaw, with the felleft afurance of 


Dec. 5. 
Caan victory, when they were met by the Pruffian mo- 


‘parch at the village of Luthen, - near Liffa, “There a ae “ 


ral engagement took place. 
The Auftrian or Imperial army was very hdl potted, 
Tt was drawn up ina plain, behind feveral little hills, which 


: were all covered with heavy cannon; and its left was far- 


ther fecured by a mountain and a wodd, alfo planted with , 
artillery, The village of Nypern, on the’ right wing, and 
that of rather on the left, were hkewife fortified, and filled 
with infantry. But prince Charles and ‘marefchal Dawy 
made lefs ufe than might have been expected of fo advanta- 
geous a pofition, Deceived by the rapid motions of the king 
of Piuffia toward their right, againit which he made violent 
demonftrations, they drew their chief flrength thither ; whilft 
he, concealed by certain heights, which they had neglectéd 
to occupy, brought his whole force, by a fublime ftroke 6f 
generalfhip, to bear upon their left, againft which he had 


meditated his real attack *, And marefchal Daun, wha 


‘ commanded 


13. Lloyd, nbi fup. 
¥4. The defcription of this battle is drawn from a diligent comparifon of 
the Pruflan and Auftrian accounts, publifhed by authority ; yet does the au- 
thor of the hiftorical article, in the danual Regifter foy 1758, faid to be the 
Jato 
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commanded in perfon, on the right, of the Auftrians, inftead 

of attacking the thin left wing of the Pruffians,. which he 

might certainly haye broken, and by that means have divided 

the .king’s attention, ag well as his force, ordered the’ Au- 

{trian right and centre to fuftain the left wing, already i in 

confulion, and retiring {9 faft as to throw the frefh troops * 
into diforder ; whilft the victorious enemy, advancing. in 

order of battle, prevented them from forming. The left 

wing therefore excepted, the whole Auftrian army was 

routed, one battalion after another. 

Other circumftances contributed to, the fuccets of, his 
Pruffian majefty. The auxiliary troops, confifting of Bava- 
rians and Wurtemburgers, who had never feen an enemy, 
being injudicioufly placed on the moft expofed part of»tlie 
Auftrian left wing; were foon broken by the Pruffan infan- 
try. And the fagacious Frederick, whofe fuperior genius 
alike enabled. him to. take adv antage ¢ of the enemy’ $ blunders, 
and to defeat their beft conduéted fchemes, having. forefeen 
that general Nadafti, with the Auftrian body of, referve, 
would probably advance and attack the cavalry of his right 
“wing, had wifely placed four battalions behind them ; ; fo that 
when this commander attempted to take the Pruffians. in 
flank, and had thrown fome regiments of horfe into confu- 
fion, the fire of the four concealed battalions obliged him to 
retire in diforder, 

The. Auftrians, however, made a vigorous ftand at the 
village of Luthen, which was fortified with redoubts and en- 
trenchments, and defended by the flower. of the Imperial 
army, But after a defperate combat, maintained for more 
than an hour, during which the fortune of the day feemed 
ftill doubtful, the Prufian infantry haying been three times 
repulfed in fpite of their moft gallant efforts, the village was 


late Dr. Campbell, and other Englith hiflorians, in blind fubmiffion to his au~ 
_thority, reprefent the real attack to have been made on the Auftrian. rigée 


wing. é Z 
ts S44" abandoneé, 


F Dec. 19. 
raat _ fand’men, who were all made prifoners of war 0 


» And prince Charles, having colleéted the remains of his bro- 
‘ken forces, retired into Bohemia before the clofe of the year. 
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‘abandonedy and la complete vidlory left to the-king, who 


oer the enemy: as far as Liffa. ~ shriatnios often fed ~ 
“) The aG@ion lafted! from one till four in the’ afternoon, 


soph Auftrians were defeated i in? all’ quarters’; sand night - 
only: ‘prevented the total ruin of the vanquifhed ar my. * They 
lefe: about fix thoufand men dead ‘on the field, with almoft 


an “equal number wounded. And the Pruffians took, within 


>a week after the battle, twenty thoufand prifoners, ‘three 


“thoufand waggons, and two hundred pieces of cannon, with 


“ag great quantity of military trophies. “Their own lofs, in 


“Killed and wounded, amounted to at leaft five thoufand * * 
Few battles have been more obftinately peed and none 
could be more honourable to the victors. 

But the confequences of the battle of Liffa are the’ beft 


“proof of the king of Pruffia’s decifive vitory, as well’ as of 
» the honour with which it was ‘gained. ” The ‘terror’ infpired 


by his atms, every where communicated by the celerity of his 
motions, was for a time of as much. ufe as his effeQive’ force. 


He immediately invefted Breflaw, which furrendered i ina 


few days, though’ garrifoned with feventeen ‘thou- 


“Nothing now remained to the Auftrians in Silefia, - but the 


town of Schweidnitz, which ‘his Pruffian majefty was too 


prudent to inveft during the rigour of winter, when his 
troops required repofe ; efpecially as he thought it mutt ne« 
ceffarily fallin the Tare: And he was not deceived in his - 
conjecture. 


The fame good fortune had attended the king of Pruffia’ s 


affairs in every quarter. “The Rufians, by: making warlike 


barbarians, had fo completely exhaufted the country they i in- 
waded, that they were obliged to return home, for want of 
one on the approach of winter, mele: only a Barrie 


H 


15: Loyd vol. i. Bs 134- 16. Id. ibid, — ; 
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» fon In Memel. - In confequence of this retreat, general. Lew~ 
~hald, who commanded the royal army in Pruffia, was left at~ 
liberty with thirty thoufand men... ‘Thefe, he condu&ed into 
Pomerania, and obliged the Swedes to abandon all their con- 
quefts, except the Penamunder and Anclamer entrenchments, . 
andretire under the cannon’ of Stralfund, before the end of 
December.’ Meantime marefchal Keith had. entered Bohe- 
mia, with eight thoufand men, in the abfence of the prince 
of Lorain: and having raifed contributions in different dif- 
tri€ts, and given ‘an alarm even to Prague itfel, returned ui 
‘molétted into Saxony, where he put his troops. into winter- 
quarters. : : ; 
“Nor was this bona fortune scat’ merely to the 16 of 

Pruffia. It extended even to his fubjeed allies. 

= The French, intent only upon plunder, broke almoft every 
article of the convention of Clofter-feven. And, in order 
_ more freely to indulge their rapacity, and preclude even the 
‘poflibility ‘of revenge, the duke de Richelieu infifted, that 
the brave but unfortunate Hanoverians and. Heffians, who 
had acted under the duke of Cumberland, thould deliver up 
their arms; while the court of Verfailles, under the pretence 
‘that ‘this and other ftipulations had been omitted through 
neglect, refufed to ratify the 1gnominious convention, -unlefs 
certain explanations were added, although military conven- 
tions are fuppofed to require no ratification, and are never 

t violated but by the moft faithlefs nations, 

~.’ Roufed by thefe injuries and indignities, by tyranny and 
rapine. abetted: by national treachery ; but chiefly by, the ter- 
ror of being deprived « of their arms, the laft difgrace of fol- 
diers ; ; the Hanoverian troops, though diftributed into differ- 
ent cantonments, fecretly refolved to refcue their c country 
from opprefizon, and had begun to coll le& themfelves, in 
confequence or that refolution, when the victory, obtained by. 
‘the king of Proffia at Rofbach, more fully awakened their 
ee and confirmed them in their generous purpofe. 

: pte with the zeal fo conformable to his wifhes, and 
thinking 
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thinking’ himfelf’ now \fully releafed from the mortifying 
fhackles of neutrality impofed upon him by the conyention’ 
of Clofter-feven, fo {hamefully: violated: and difavowed: by 
the court-of Verfailles, his Britannic majefty invefted prince 
Ferdinand of Brunfwick with the chief command of hig 
electoral forces, and ordered him to renew hoftilities againft 
his cruel and perfidious enemies. . Affembled under this gal- 
pis lant Jeader, the Hanoverians bravely made head 
A. D. 1758, 
againft their conquerors ; and being reinforced 4 in 
the beginning of the year by a body of Pruffian horfe, they 
pufhed the French from poft to poft, and obliged them to 
evacuate fuccefively Otterberg, Bremen, and Verden, 

‘The town and caftle of Hoya, on the Weer, where the 
ey attempted to make a ftand,. were reduced by the here- 
ditary prince of Brunfwick ; while his uncle, prince: Ferdi- 
wand, recovered the citv of Minden, on the fame: river; and 
_ made prifoners a garrifon of four thoufand men.» An Eng- 
lith fquadron, wader commodore Holmes, compelled them 
to abandon Embden, the capital of Eaft Friefland....And the 
wretched remnant of a great and lately victorious army found 
the utmoft diffeulty in repafling the Rhine, without being 
éntirely cut off by a body of men, whom it had, a few months 
before, vanquithed, infulted, and:trampled upon. 

From this reproach, fojuftly merited by the French offjets 
as well as foldiers, while in poffefion of Hanover, the duke de - 
Randan,.a nobleman of great honour and integrity, who.com- 
manded in the capital, was happily exempted. As the pride of 
congueft had never made him behave-with infolence, refent. 
ment had as little power to: make him act with rigour on the 
adverfe turn of affairs, He not only endeavoured, at all 
times, to reftrain the foldiers within the bounds of difcipline, 
but exhibited a glorious: proof of humanity, when ordered to 
evacuate the place. Inftead of deftroying the magazine of 
provifions according to the ufual, and often wantonly cruel, 
practice of war, he generoufly left-it.in the hands of the _ 
magiftrates, to be diftributed among’ the lower clafs of the 

inhas 
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inhabitants, who had oe been. 3 ape to the: preffine of 
famine ! ) i bad i WSHoAn 
cNever sib in sie one paren were the changes 
of fortune; the accidents of war, the power of generalthip, 
or the force of difcipline, fo ‘fully difplayed, as in, that, of 
1759. Influenced by thofe changes; the Britith miniftry, ém- 
braced a new fyftem lof policy... Mr. Secretary Pitt, who, 
in order to govern the councils of his fovereign, had found it 
expedient to forma coalition with the duke of Newcaftle 
and other members of the old adminiftration, alfo thought it 
to contradi&t: his former. fentiments,: and the arguments 
founded upon them, and become the advocate ofa German 
war. But perhaps fuch a facrifice of fentiments was necef- 
fary, in order to enable’the great Commoner to ferve his 
country; even in this prepofterous manner, -George JL. 
though “a magnanimous prince, and a lover of his. Britith 
fubje&ts, was*unpatient of contradiGtion in whatever CoRe 
cerned his ‘German dominions. fh it 
Tn confequence of the new fyftem of lest adbpteth ie 
the Britifh miniftry, and the ardour with which the: parlia- 
ment and the people entered into their views, a fecond treaty 
or conyention was'figned at London, between the king: of 
Pruffia and his Britannic majefty ; by which the contraéting. 
patties engaged to conclude no; treaty of peace, 
truce, or neutrality, with the hoftile powers,’ but 
in concert and by mutual agreement and participation... And 
the king of Great Britain engaged to pay immediately to the 
Proffian monarch*’the fam. of four millions of German 
crowns, or fix hundred ‘and {éyenty thoufand pounds fterling, 
in order to enable him to maintain and augment his forces, 
to be employed in the common caufe. Liberal fupplies were _ 
alfo granted for the fupport of the army under prince Ferdi- 
nand of Brunfwick: and it was farther refolved to reinforce 
it with a body of Britifh troops. 
The councils of Lewis KV. experienced a change, no 
“teh ee gag than that which-had taken»piace in thofe of 
ge Georgs 


April Il. 


b>) 
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caeoie Aled The French minifters had lasis been. the {port 
“of female caprice, ‘It was their power ‘of pleafing madame 
‘de Pompadour, a favourite miflrefs who entirely governed 


‘their king, that alone qualified them to ferve their country, 
“Some of the moft honeft and able men in the kingdom were 
‘turned: out of their employments with marks of difgrace, 


while others retired with indignation from public fervice. 


- But the misfortunes of the French arms, at length, obliged 
_the court of Verfailles to call men to the public fervice upon 
; pore principles, 


“The marefchal duke de Belleifle, whofe egpldlla I faye 


“already had. occafion to relate, and whofe abilities were 


known to all Europe, was placed at the head of the military 


department, as minifter for war. ‘ I know,’ faid ‘he, jn 
entering on his office, “ the miferable ftate of our armies, 


«and it fills me at once with grief and indignation ; ; for the 
“ difgrace and infainy, which it reflects upon our govern- 
*¢ ment, are moré to be lamented than the evil itfelf:—I 


6 know but too well to what length the want of difcipline, 


«pillaging, and licentious violence, have been carried by 


our officers and common men, after the example of their 
* commanders. It mortifies me to think Iam a French- 
“@ man. But, thank God! my principles are’ known to be 


“. very different from thofe that have lately been adopted. 
Had I commanded the army, many enormities would 


*‘ have been reptefled: a thoufand things that have been - 


n 


a 
Os 


“a 
nw 


done would have been omitted ; whilft others, that have 
been neglected, would have been executed. 1 fhould 
have multiplied my communications; I fhould have had 
{trong pofts on the right, on the-left, and in the centre : J 
fhould have had magazines every where. The quiet and 
fatisfaction of the conquered; under a mild adminiftration, 
would have been equal to’ that refentment they have ates. 
vered at being plundered and oppreffed ; and we fhowld 
«« have been as much beloved and admired by them, as we 
are at prefent contemned at abhorred. The fatal confe- 
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an eeaces of a different line of conduct are too obvious to” 
_ need being pointed out ; they are feverely felt. We muft 
“ not, however, fupinely fi fink under our misfortunes, . A 
* late reformation, though it feldom can effectually. remedy 
‘¢ the diforder, is better than unavailing complaint, or the 
* tolerance of abufe ; let us, therefore, ferioufly fet about it. 
«« There is yet room for hope: and, in our fituation, the 
“* abfence of future evil may be efteemed a defirable good *9.” 
The duke de Belleifle accordingly made every poflible ex- 
_ertion, to communicate ftrength and order to the French 
army upon the Rhine,’ now commanded by the count de 


Ciernont who’ had fucceeded the ravenous and diffipated 


. Richelieu. A body of troops was alfo affembled at Hanau, 
under the prince de Soubife, fuppofed to be intended to pene- 
-trate into Bohemia, orto reinforce the army of the empire ; 
but in reality to invade the territories. of Hefle-Caffel, a 
oblige t the landgrave to renounce the alliance. of his Britannic 
majeity. In the mean time prince Ferdinand haying pafted 
the Rhine, in the face of an enemy fifty thoufand ftrong, 


attacked the count de Clermont at Crevelt, on the twenty- bs 


third day of June, and obliged him to retire under the can- 
non of Cologne, with the lofs of .feven thoufand men,.and 
many offers of diftinction. 

Among thefe was the count de Gite. only fon of the duke 
de Belleifle, who had been mortally wounded at the head of 
_his, regiment, while animating it by, his example to.make-a 
‘vigorous effort, His fate was much lamented both by the 
victors and the’ vanquifhed. Having. been educated with 
‘all the care which an enlightened father could beftow upon 
a fon of fine talents, in order to enable him to maintain the 


reputation of his anceftors, he united the pureft morals to * 


the moft elegant manners. He was not only a lover of learn- 
‘jng, but mafter himfelf of many branches of it.’ He had feen 
every part of Europe, and read courts and nations with a 


16. Arial Regifer, for 1758. 
3 difcerning 
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_ difcerning eye. Military experience was only” wanting ‘to 
¢omplete his accomplifhments, and render him a fupport’ ag 
‘well as. an ornament to his country. ‘He refolved to acquire 
fuch experience. “Though lately married to the heirefs of 
an illuftrious houfe, himfelf the laft hope of'a moft noble fa~ 
‘mily, he entered that courfe of glory and danger, which his 
-owirardent fpirit and the wifhes of bis countrymen pomted 
eut to him, and fell in his firt campaign. The affectionate 
father, and patriotic minifter, deeply mourned his lofs, seh 
‘mingled the public with the private tear. 

©The taking of Duffeldorp, however, was the only vifible 
‘effet of a victory, which did great honour to the military 
eapacity of the Hanoverian general, and to the bravery of his 
tradps. “The French army, under the count de Clermont, 
ewho was immediately fucceeded by M. de Contades, being 
of ils Own'frouitier, was quickly and ftrongly reinforced ; fo 
‘that prince’ Ferdinand faw reafon to apprehend,’ that‘ he 
‘might foon'be obliged to repafs the Rhine, by an enemy he 
had lately defeated. But he refolved to maintain his ground 
asldng as poffible, in hopes of bemg joined by the Britith: 
troops, the firft divifion of which was already landed at 
Embden; and, on their arrival, he did not doubt of being 
ablé-to transfer the feat of war fromthe Rhine’ to the 
Maefe, and of gaining fuch advantages over My de Cone 
tades, as would make it neceffary for the prince de Soubife ta 
.come to his afiftance. Meantime he flattered himfelf, that 
the prince of Yfenberg, who commanded the Heffian troops, 
-wotld be able to protest the tertitories of the landgrave, and 
“find the French general fuficient employment in that quar- 
ter. But in this hope he was difappointed:—and certain 
unforefeen circumftances confpired to render his whole 
{plendid fcheme abortive. : 

The duke de Broglio, with a ftrong detachment from: the 
army of the prince de Soubife, defeated the Heffian a anche 
on the twenty-third day of July, near Sangerfhaufen. That 
victory gave the French the command of the Wefer, and eo os 

was - 
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was to, be feared, if they, gvailed themfelves of the advantages 


they had acquired, that they might be able to cut off the 


Britith troops, now jon thei; ynarch to join the Hanoverian 
army. In fuch citcumfbances,, prince Ferdinand had no al- 
ternative, but cither to repafs the, Rhine. or give. battle to 
M. de Contades.. The French general ftudiouily avoided an 
‘engagement, and heavy rains had rendered the paflage of the 
‘Rhine impracticable. 

Meanwhile M. de Chevert, w ho had paffed that river pan 
time before, with twelve thoufand men, in order to attempt 
the recovery of Duffeldorp, having attacked baron Imhoff, 
pofted near the bridge of Rees with fix battalions and four 


‘{quadrons (to. protect a magazine at Meer, and favour the 


march of the Britihh troops), was repulfed with great laugh- 
ter. Imhoff joined the Britith forces; and M. de Contades, 
. ~ oe . ° 
conyineed. of the fuperiority of the Hanoverians in valour 
and_difcipline, though much inferior in numbers, permitted 
prince Ferdinand to repafs, the Rhine almoft without molef- 


station, The Heffians; aflured of fupport, wore a good 
‘countenance, notwithftanding , the, defeat of general Oberg, 
- who: had been, fent to their affiftance, and the Britith troops 
“were «zealous for action, But the feafon being too far in 


the decline to admit of any new plan of operations, prince 
Ferdinand put his army into. winter quarters in the bishop- 


_ricks of Munfter, Paderborn, and Hildefheim, toward the 


end of Oober *” 

Daring. ore ir anfaétions on. the Rhine, the king of 
Pr affia had experienced many changes of fortune. Having 
fpent the winter in Silefia,. he began the campaign with the 
fiege of Schweidnitz, and obhiged the Auftrian gar-~ 


; April 16, 
tifon to furrender in twelye days. On the recovery 


“of that important place, he divided his pmncipal army, 


confifting of fifty thoufand choice troops, into three bodies ; 
Cou firft rorimandp ne marefcha! Keith, the fecond by, him- 
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; felf in perfon, and the third by prince Maurice of Anhalt 
‘Deffau. With this army, after threatening Bohemia, he 


fuddenly entered Moravia; which, for various reafons, he 
mtended to make the theatre of war, but for none more than 
its having been hitherto exempted from contribution: Mean- f 
while he difpatched his brother Henry; with a body of thirty 
thoufand men, to oppofe the army of the Empire, which 
was affembled, under the prince of Daiapenties near Bam- 
berg in Fr ranconia. ; 
As his Pr uffian majefty, by his atapid and weet hailed canes 


into Moravia, threw his enemies behind him, it was thought he 
would proceed dire&lly to Vienna. But that politic and enter+ 


prifing prince, though furely not deftitute of ambition, or of the 
power of forming great defigns, chofe to purfue a more mo- 


‘.derate line. of conduét. He faw the danger of leaving am 


Auftrian garrifon in Olmutz, fupported by an Auftrian army 
in his rear ; and therefore refolved to make himfelf mafter 
aheres of that ftrong town, before he advanced farther. 

: _ The trenches were accordingly opened before it; 
and with the mot fanguine hopes of fuccefs. In the mean- 
time marefchal Daun, having quitted his camp at Licutomyf- 
fel, in Bohemia, entered Moravia by the way of Billa. 

Too cautious, and perhaps too weak, to attempt the re« 
lief of Olmutz, by hazarding a battle, the Auftrian general 
took poft in the neighbouring mountains, between Gewité — 
and Littaw ; where he could be plentifully fupplied with 
provifions from Bohemia, and whence. he could retard the 
operations of the befiegers, by keeping them in continual - 
alarm, at the fame time that he could throw fuccours into 
he place, and obftruét the Pruffian convoys from Silefia. In“ 
the laft, his chief object, he was particularly fuceefsful. 

After Olmutz had been invefted about four weeks, -and 
when the fiege was ur great. forwardnefs, notwi ithftanding 

the difficulties with which it was attended, marefclial Dain’: 
intercepted a convoy of four hundred waggons near the de- 
files of Domftadt, and obliged general. Zeithen, who efcorted 
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it, ‘to retire to Troppaw. This lofs was irr eparable. The 
king of Pr uffia, therefore, faw the neceflity of. relinquifhing 
his enterprize ; efpecially as he had received intelligence, 
that the Ruffians, already on the frontiers of Silefia, and lay- 
ing every thing watte, in their progrefs, with fire and {word, 
were preparing to enter that fine country, yet bleeding from 
the ravages of war. | 
But the gallant Frederick, who although he fometimés for- 
got himfelf in profperity, by being too much elated, never 
funk under the preffure of adverfity, acquired as much ho- 
nour in conduéting his retreat, as Daun did in making it ne- 
ceffary. Inftead of falling back upon Silefia, his moft natural 
and obvious march, but which muft have drawn the Auftrians 
into his own dominions, he determined to take his route 
through the dominions of the enemy. And as ‘marefchal 
Daun, more effectually to fuccour Olmutz, had been obliged 
to uncover the frontiers of Bohemia, his Pruffian majefty 
found no difficulty in accomplifhing his purpofe. Having 
concealed, under an inceffant fire, his intention of raifing the 
ficte, he lifted his camp at midnight; and proceed. ee 
ed with fo little moleftation, that he arrived at Kon- 
ingfgratz, one of the mot important pofts in Bohemia, with 
all his heavy “baggage, all his heavy artillery, his military 
ftores’entire, and even all his fick and wounded **'!—here he, 
allowed his army fome repofe, and laid the neighbouring 
country under contribution. But that repofe was of thort 
duration. Underftanding that the. Rufians, inftead of in-. 
wading Silefia, had entered the New Marche of Brandenburg, 
and invefted Cuftrin, a fortified town within fifty miles of 
Berlin, he inftantly marched to its relief; and notwith{tand- 
ing the vigilance of the Auftrian generals, and the adti- 
vity of their light troops, he formed a jaun@tion with lieute- 
nant-general Dohna, at Frankfort on the Oder, with very 
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N fe) eines did the Ration generals, Brown and Fermor, 
receive intelligence of the king of Pruffia’ s approach, than 
they abandoned the fiege of Cuftrin, and took poft near the 
villages of Zwicker and Zorndorff. Though greatly out- 
numbered by the cruel invaders, the king refolved to give 
them battle ; confcious that his troops muft be ftimulated by 
every motive which can impel men to vigorous exertions. 
Revenge for barbarous wrongs, a defire of faving their coun- 
try, on the brink of ruin, from future ravages, and of ac- 
quiring honour under the eye of a fovereign and a com- 
mander, who had often led them to glory and to conqueft; 


he prefumed muft aftuate their hearts. They did not difap- 


point his hopes. 

Having pafled the Mitzel, about nine o’clock in the 
morning, the Pruffian monarch attempted to turn the enemy’s 
left wing ; but the Ruffian generals, penetrating his 
purpofe, defeated it by very excellent difpofittons. 
As the ground did not admit of an extended hne, they threw 


Aug. 25. 


their army into the form of a fquare, defended on every fide 


by cannon and chevaux de frife, And in this pofition they 
Ywaited the attack of the Pruflians, who began the battle with 
a powerful fire of artillery, which lafted near two hours. 
Then the Pruffian infantry advanced to the charge, and 


~eompleted the havock made by the artillery. Whole regi- 


ments of Ruffians were cut in pieces; by bullets or bayonets, 


-but nota man offered to quit his rank ; and frefh regiments 


ftill prefling forward, the Prufhan infantry, which had given 
and received fo many terrible fhocks; with immovable firnr 
nefs, yielded to the colleGed impulfe. 
In that moment of danger and difmay, when all feemed 
loft, the intrepid Frederick, by a rapid and mafterly move- 
ment, brought the whole cavalry of his right wing..to fup- 
port his centres Prefling upon the Ruffian foot, uneovered 
by their already broken horfe, the Pruffian cavalry pufhed 
them back with great flaughter, and allowed the brave bat= 
- talions 
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TH 
oe leifinre to eaten es Returning to the 
charge, inflamed with rage and relentment at their difgrace, 
the Pruffian infantry ‘decided the ‘doubtful contet. The Rut 
fians were every where thrown into confufion, They no 
longer diftinguifhed friends from foes : they fired upon each 
other in their ungovernable fury, and even’ plundered their 
own baggage. It was now no longer a battle, but a horrid 
carnage ; yet the Ruffians, though thus diftra@ed and 
broken, incredible as it may feem, never offered to quit the 
field. They kept their ground till feven o’clock in the even- 
ing, when they madé a new ftrugele for victory, and dark- 
nefs only put a {top to the effufion of blood. Ten thoufand 
of their pelt troops were left dead on the fpot, and about*half 
that number wat n tall wounded. nbs lofs of the Prui- 
fians did not exceed fifteen hundred men * 

The Ruflians, i in confequence “of this iiss chaftifement, 

~ retreated before the viGtors as far as Landiperg on the fr on- 
tiers of Poland; and the king of Pruffia, happy in having 
freed his dominions from fuch a dreadful fcourge, haftened 
*‘to the relief of his brother Henry, now encompaffed with 
enemies, and in the greateft danger of being utterly cut off. 
‘He had to oppofe not only the Army of the Empire, much 
fuperior to his own; the grand Auftrian army alfo entered 


Saxony, under marefchal Daun: and both thefe armies ‘pro- 


pofed to attack him at once. But fortunately his own 
ftrong pofition at Dippofewalde, which he had chofen in 
order to cover Dyefden, and command the courfe of the 
‘Elbe, and the timely arrival of the Pr uffian monarch, extri- 
~eated him from all his difficulties, and difconcerted the ‘de- 
figns of his enemies. They could not even prevent'the king 
from joining him. And on this junétion, marefchal 
Daun retired from the neighbourhood ‘of Drefden, 
and f ell back as far as Zittaw ; while the Army of the Empire 


ep. If. 


Fi pes 
19. Letters from the King of Pruffia, &c. in Lond, Gazette, Sept. 8, 1758. 
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took fhelter in the ftrong. poft of Pirna, which the Saxons 
had occupied at the beginning of the war. 

But the Auftrian commander, though induced a his ex- 
treme caution to avoid.an immediate engagement, did not for 
a moment lofe fight of his antagoniit. Adyantageoufly 
pofted at Stolpen, he preferved a communication with the 
Army of the Empire, and watched the motions of his Pruf- 
fian majefty with as keen an attention as ever Fabius, to 
whom he has been compared, did thofe of the great Cartha- 
ginian general. 

The king of Pruffia, after various cove ati for pro- 
teCting Brandenburg from the incurfions of the Auftrians, 


and cutting off their communication with Bohemia, took 


poft in the neighbourhood of Hochkirchen, with his left at 
Bautzen ;. whence he could command both Mifnia and Lu- 
fatia, and at the fame time preferve a communication with 
the army of prince Henry. Marefchal Daun, who had ob- 
ferved thefe motions with concern, advanced to Kitlitz, and 
came to a refolution of attacking the Pruffian camp by fur- 
prife; as the only means of preferving his footing in Saxony, 
or finding his way out of it with fafety. 

Having communicated this defign to the prince of Deux- 
ponts, who ftill commanded the Army of the Empire, the 
Auftrian general put his army in motion about midnight, 
and arrived at the place of his deftination, undifcovered, by 
five o'clock in the morning. The Pruffian right 
wing was furprifed and routed; and marefchal Keith 


and prince Francis of Brunfwick were killed, in bravely ate 


tempting to turn the tide of battle. Their efforts, however, 
were not without effeGt. Prince Francis. was early flain ; 
but Keith, at the head of the Pruffian infantry, obftinately 
maintained the combat againft the whole weight of the Auf- 
trian army. Though wounded he refufed to quit the field. 
He ftill continued to animate the companions of his perils ; 


and he had repulfed the Auftrians, by his wee valour, 


and 


1 
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and was purfuing them, when he received the deadly bullet 
in his breaft ?°. ; 
The king of Pruffia, who never ftood more in need of “all 
his firmnefs, activity, and prefence of mind, now affumed in» 
perfon the commandsof his gallant infantry. But finding it 
impracticable to recover the village of Hochkirchen, which 
had been loft in the frft furprife, he ordered his right wing 
to fall back as far as Weiffenberg, the left ftill remaining at 
Bautzen. ‘This pofition was nearly as good as the former. 
But his Pruffian majefty, befide the lofs of reputation infepar- 
able from a defeat, had loft two able generals, feyen thoufand 
brave men, and the greater part of his camp-equipage **. 
Yet had the Auftrians {mall caufe of exultation. They had 
loft about the fame number of men, without accomplithing 
their purpofe. The vanquifhed enemy was ftill formidable. 
Of this the victors had foon many diftinguifhed proofs. 
So little was the king of Pruffia difcouraged by his defeat, 
that he offered battle to marefchal Daun immediately after it. | 
And as the Auftrian commander not only declined the chal- 
lenge, but kept cautioufiy within his fortified camp, (in hopes 
of amufing his heroic antagonift, whom he durft not openly 
meet in the field, till fome blow could be given in another 
quarter, or fome new advantage ftolen in an unguarded 
hour) the proteClor of his people, and the avenger of their 


20. Lloyd, vol. i. Marefchal Keith was brother to the attainted earl Mar- 
thal of Scotland; had been engaged with him in the rebellion in 1715, and 
was obliged on that account to abandon his country. He raifed himfelf to 
the rank of a lieutenant-general in the Ruffian fervice in 1734, and highly 
diftinguithed himfelf againft the Turks in 1737, efpecially at the taking of 
Oczakow, where he was wounded. In 1741 and 1742 he commanded againft 
the Swedes, and gained the battle of Williamftrand. In 1747 he quitted the 
Ruffian fervice, and entered that of Pruflia. In 1749 he was made a knight 
of the Black Eagle and governor of Berlin, with a penfion of twelve thoufand 
dollars, befide his pay. In the prefent war he approved himfelf a great com- 
mander, He was a middle-fized man, with a very martial countenance, but 
of a humane and benevolent temper. Id. ibid. 

_ ai. Pruffian and Auftrian Gazettes compared, 
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wr ong’, foak a bolder Sethat of fhewing his fuperior gene- 
ralfhip, and of recovering that trophy which had been torn 
from his brow, not by the fword of valour, bat by the wily 
hand of ftratagem, Darting, like the hghtning of Heaven, 
to a diftant fcene of action, he ftruck his enemies with terror, 
and mankind with admiration. 
- The Auftrian generals, Harfche and de Ville, having al- 
ready forined the fiege of Neifs and the blockade of Cofel, » 
his Pruffian majefty faw the neceflity of marching to the re~ 
lief of Silefia, be the fate of Saxony what it might. Com- 
mitting this important conqueft to the care of his brother 
Henry, he accordingly quitted his camp at Dobre- 
* fchutz ; and by the celerity of his motions foon ar- 
rived, without any obftruction from the enemy, in the plain 
of Gorlitz. ~ ct 2 ie 

In confequence of this rapid march, all the advantages of 
marefchal Daun’s ftudied pofition, and all the promifed fruits 
of his boafted victory at Hochkirchen,. were loft in a mo- 

ment. An open paffage into Silefia now lay before the Pruf- 

: fian monarch. And he purfued his route without interrup- 
tion, or any confiderable lofs; though general Laudohn 
hung upon his rear with twenty-four thoufand men, and 
another army was fent to attack him in front. In {pite of 
the efforts of all thefe armies, the intrepid Frederick accom- 
7 plifhed his purpofe, and defeated the defigns of his 

numerous enemies. The fiege of Neifs was raifed 
on his approach, as was the blockade of Cofel; and the are 
mies, under the generals Hariche and de Ville, fell back into 
Bohemia 22 

races Bisig driven the Auffrians out of Silefia, without 
being under the neceffity of hazarding a battle, the king of 
Prufia inftantly returned. by the fame route, and with the 
fame expedition, -to the relief of Saxony, now in a manner 
covered with the forces of his enemies, The Army of the.. . 
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Empire had obliged prince Henry to pared his pott at 
Sedlitz, and had cut off his communication with Leipfic, at 
the fame time that marefchal Daun attempted to obftruct his 
¢ommunication with Drefden. He found means, however, 
to throw himfelf into the latter, and afterward to retire to 
the other fide of the Elbe. Meanwhile the Auftrians and 
Imperialifts laid fiege to thofe two important places, while.a 
‘third army advanced toward Torgaw, and invefted that 
ftrong fortrefs, But Drefden, before which marefchal 
Daun appeared, with an army of fixty thoufand men, and 
which was defended only by the fifth part of that number, was 
the enemy’s grand obje&t. Count Schemettau, the Pruffian 
governor, was therefore under the neceflity of fetting fire to 
the fuburbs, in orderto preferve the citv for his mafter ; and 
two hundred and fixty-fix houfes were confumed; but very 
few perfons loft their lives ”3, 


Nov. 9, 


This conflagration bas been reprefented by the emiflaries 
of the court of V ienna, and by certain declamatory writers, 
as a terrible outrage on’ humanity. But as it appears that 
the inhabitants had timely notice of the governor’s inten- 
tion **, he feems to have aéted in perfect conformity with 
the laws of war, even as explained by the benevolent fpirit 
of Montefquieu. ‘For thofe laws require, That, in military 
operations, the leaft poffible injury, confiftent with the ‘ac- 
quifition or prefervation of dominion, be done to the body 
of the people” 

By the deftruGion of the fuburbs of Drefden, the caufe of 
fo much clamour and-obloquy, the city was rendered more 
fecure, “It could not ‘now be taken but by a regular fiege 
that muft require time ; and the king of Pruffia was’ faft ad- 


adit a 


es 
3 


vancing to its relief. Thefe confiderations induced: mare- 
{chal Daun to relinquifh. his enterprite and the Prufian 
qmonarch, a few days after, entered’ Drefden'in tri- 
ump! : The fiege of Leipfie was railed; that of Leas 
26 Glogaw had before been given up; and the Auftrian and 


(= 23. Certificate of tbe Magifleates of Dreféin, No. W.1M. Ap. Ann. Res. 1758 
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imperial a armies retired into Bohemia, ayhete ‘tke went into 
winter-quartcrs, without attempting any thing farther. Nor 
was. this all. The Ruffians who, in their retreat, had in- 


vetted Colberg, in Pruffian ‘Pomerania, were obliged to 


abandon the undertaikng with difgrace ; and the Swedes, — 


who had entered the fame country, were not more fortunate 
in their operations than their barbarous allies *°. “The king 
of Pruffia, triumphant over all his enemies, appeared greater 
than ever. Equally diftinguithed by valour and conduét, 
the exploits of every other commander were loft in the 
fplendour of his victories and retreats. 

While thofe illuftrious atchievements were performing in 
Germany, the grand theatre of war, the Britith arms had 
recovered their luftre, both by land and fea. The vigorous 
and enterprifing fpirit of the prime minifter feemed to com 
municate itfelf to all ranks and claffés of men, but more 
efpecially to the officers of the army and navy. Patriotic 
zeal took place of fluggifh indifference, prompt decifion of 


wavering hefitation, and fearlefs exertion of timid caution:. 
The nerve of action was new ftrung. . Every bofom panted : 


’ for fame, and for an opportunity of retrieving the national 
honour. 

‘That bold fpirit of enterprife, which caught freth fire from 
the king of Pruffia’s victories, and the fucceffes of the army 
under prince Ferdinand, was alfo inflamed by certain fortut 
nate evénts at fea, in the beginning of the feafon. As admi- 
ral Ofborn was cruiling off the coaft of Spain between Cape 
de Gatt and Carthagena, he fell in with a French {quadron, 
on the 28th of February, confifting of three fail of the line 
and a frigate, commanded by the marquis du Quefne. The 
frigate efcaped by fwiftnefs of failing. But two of the fhips 
of the line, the Foudroyant of eighty guns, and the Orpheus 
of fixty-four, were taken after an obitinate refiftance; and 
the third, named the Oriflamme, was driven a-(hore near the 


26. Foreign Gazettes, paflim. 
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caftle of Aiglos, where fhe found shelter under the Spanith 
neutrality *7. 

This was a tharp blow. The French not only loft ‘two 
capita! thips, but faw them added to the Britifh navy. Nor 
was that their only misfortune by fea. Sir Edward Hawke, 
in the beginning of April, difperfed and drove on fhore, near 
the ifle of Aix, a French fleet, confifting of five {hips of the 
line; fix frigates, and forty tranfports, having on board three 
thoufand troops, with a large quantity of provifions and 
ftores, intended for the fupport of their fettlements in-North 
America **. Two other convoys were difperfed, and feveral 
tranfports taken ; and, on the 29th of May, the Raifonable, 
a French fhip of the line, commanded by the. prince de 
Mombazon, having on board fix hundred and thirty men, and 
mounting fixty-four guns, was taken by captain Dennis in 
the Dorfetfhire, an Englith feventy-gun thip, after a {mart 
engagement. 

iRivuted to enthufiafm by thefe victories, and the rifing 
paffion for glory, the people of England, who had fo lately 
trembled under the apprehenfions of a French invafion, now 
talked of nothing but carrying hoftilities, into the heart of 
France. And the popular minifler, ‘inftead of regulating 
that enthufiafm, by confining it to its proper element, or di- 
recting its energy again{ft important objects, allowed it to 
take its own wild fweep, and {pend the ftrongeft impulfe of 
its force in air. 

A new expedition to the coaft of France was planned, 
notwithftanding the mifcarriage of thie former, and the dif- 
grace it had brought upon the Britifh arms ; fuch a defcent 

' béing reprefented by the Great Commoner, as the moft ef- 
fe€tual means of ferving his majefty’s German allies, by 
drawing the attention of the enemy to their own internal de- 
fence, and confequently of weakening their efforts upon the 


_ 27. Letter from admiral Ofborne, March 12,1758. 
28. Lettér from Sir Edward Hawke, April 11, 1758. 
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oRhine:, |. Two, ftrong fquadrons, deftined fas this fervice, 


«were accordingly equipped ; the greater 4 confifting of eleven 
thips of the line, commanded by. the’ admirals Anfon and 
Hawke, and the fmaller of four. fail of the line, feven ‘fri- 
_ gates, fix floops, two fire-fhips, two bomb-ketches, ten cute 
-tets, twenty tenders, ten flore-fhips, and one hundred tran- 
Sports, under the direction of commodore Howe. The forces 


_ embarked, for the fame purpofe, confifted of fixteen regi- 


ments of foot, nine troops of light horfe, and fix thoufand 
marines, under the command of the duke of Marlborough, 


affifted by lord George Sackville. 


That great armament failed from the ifle of Wight (where 


: the troops had been for fome time encamped) in the begin- 
-ming of June, leaving every heart elated with the higheft 
~ hopes of its fuccefs. Nor did thefe hopes feem ill founded, 


The admirals Anfon and Hawke, with the feet under their 
command, proceeded to the bay of Bifcay, in order, to fpread 
more widely the alarm, and watch the motion of the French 
fquadron in Breft harbour ; while commodore Howe with 
the tran{ports, and the fquadron appointed for their protec- 
“tion, fteered directly to St. Malo, a fea-port town on the 
coaft of Brittany, againft which the armament feemed to 
have been deftined, if it had any particular object. _ As the 
place appeared. too ftrong to admit of any attempt on the fide 
next the fea, the troops were difembarked in Cancalle Bay, 
about two leagues diftant, with a view of attacking it on the 
jand-fide. . But it was found, when reconnoitered, to be 


‘equally inacceffible on that fide, except by regular ap. 


proaches, for which the invaders were not prepared *9, 


‘They therefore contented themfelves with deftroying the 


fhipping and naval ftores at St. Servan, a kind of fuburb of 
-ot. Malo, and returned.to Spithead without attempting. any 
thing farther, 


29. Lond. Gawette, June. 17, 1758. Se¢ alfo Letter from an officer on beard 
the Eilex, commodore Povwe’s fhip. ‘See 
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“the fuccets of this expedition, though confiderable, by no 
-means anfwered the ardour of public expectation. But that 
ardour was again excited, by the moft vigorous preparations 
for a new armament, which failed from St. Helen’s on the 
firft of Auguft; the land-forces commanded by lieutenant. 
general Bligh (the duke of Marlborough, and lord George 
Sackville having been fent to command the Britith forces in 
Germany), and the fleet and tranfports under the condu&t ‘of 
commodore Howe. ‘The troops were difembarked* in the 
neighbourhood of Cherburg, which being an open town'on 
the land fide, was entered without oppofition. A negleGted 
mole was demolifhed; a contribution of three ‘thoufand 
pounds was levied upon the inhabitants; and twenty-one 
pieces of cannon were carried off in triumph, and pompouily 
exhibited to the view of the Englifh populace, as the fpoils — 
of France. After they had been fhewn in Hyde Park to 
gaping multitudes, they were drawn through the principal 
ftreets of London with the greateft military parade, and for~ 
mally lodged in the Tower. 

But the Britifh miniftry had foon reafon to repent of this 
empty ovation, which flattered fo highly the prejudices of 
the vulgar, and gratified, for a moment, the national paffion 
for glory and conqueft. While the people of England were 
exulting over the taking of a place lefs confiderable than 
many of their own fifhing-towns,, the victorious battalions, 
were expofed to the moft imminent peril. 

Having reimbarked the troops at Cherburg without mo- 
leftation, the commander in chief (for reafons beft known 
to himfelf) ‘made his fecond landing in the bay of St. Lunar, 
two leagues to the weftward of St. Malo, againft which he 
{eemed determined to hazard an attempt; though the town 
was now ina better ftate of defence than Bic an attack 
had been judged impra“ticable by the duke of Marlborough, 
and the number of the affailants much fewer !—General 
‘Bligh, accordingly, foon difcovered his miftake. The de- 
fen upon St. Malo was laid afide; but it was refolved to 

penetrate, 
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- penetrate into the country; and do fomething sfeesedie honour 
of the Britith arms, before the’ api were puto ‘on ‘board the 
tranfports. iy baer: 
In conformity with this refolution, the aie! which ib 
not rd: with fafety in the bay.of St: Lunar, quitted that fta= 
tion, and anchored in the bay of St. Cas, about three leagues 
to the weftward ; while the land-forces proceeded, by Guildo, 
to. the village of Matignon, where they difperfed a {mall 
body of French troops, and encamped within three miles of 
the tranfports, m order to prevent their retreat being cut off, 
Here the Britifh commanders were informed, that the duke 
d’Aguillon, governor of: Brittany, had advanced from Breft 


to Lambale, within fix miles of their camp, at the head of 


twelve battalions and fix {quadrons of regular troops, and 
two regiments of militia. A retreat was immediately judged 
neceffary ; but the meafures for carrying it-into execution 
were flow and injudicious. Inftead of decamping -in: the 
night without noife, by which they might probably have 
reached the fhore before the French had the leaft intelligence - 
of their army being m motion, the drums were beat at two 
two o’clock in the morning, as if with intention to give no- 
tice to the enemy, who inftantly repeated the fame fignal ; 
and, although the march was begun foon after, fo many 


pwere the obitructions, that they did not:reach the bay of St, 


Cas till nine o’clock. Six hours were {pent in marching 
three miles; yet might the embarkation have been: effected 
without lofs, if it had been properly conducted. But in this, 
as in every thing elfe, the greateft blunders were committeds. 
The Enghih commanders, ‘filled with delufive confidence, 
feem to have flattered themfelves that no Frenchman ‘durf © 
look an Englithman in the face. Hence, from the moment 
they had intelligence of the approach of the enemiv, they ap- 
pear to have been under the influence of fear or infatuation ; 
like all men who have over-rated their own courage, or un- 
dervalued that of an antagonift. All the treops, however, © 
were embarked before. the French began to yet hard: pen” 
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them, except the grenaidiers and the firt regiment of foot- 
guards, who had the honour of remaining longeft on hoftile 
ground. This gallant body, confifting of fifteen hundred 
men, attempted to form and face the greatly fuperior enemy. 
But their refolution failed them: they fell into confufion: 
they fled ; and rufhed into the fea, or were {laughtered on the 
beach. Of thofe who took refuge in the waves, a confider- 
able number were faved by the boats of the fleet, and about 
four hundred of the fugitives were made prifoners. Among 
the killed and drowned were general Drury and Sir John 
‘Armitage, with many other gentlemen of rank and fortune, 
who had acted as volunteers :—and with them perifhed néar 
a thoufand of the fineft troops in Chriftendom *°. 

Such was the unfortunate iffue of our ill-concerted expe- 
ditions to the coaft. of France, which involved the nation in 
an enormous expence, without being attended with any ade- 
‘quate advantage **. They contributed, however, for a time, 
to roufe the fpirit of the people, and to encourage the paffion 
for enterprife; but as neither their fuccefs nor their objets 
correfponded with the hopes which fuch vaft preparations 
raifed, they had finally ‘a contrary ‘effect. The people, 
though fubject to delufion, are not utterly blind. “They faw 
the difproportion between means and ends, between great ar- 
maments and petty aims. And the difafter at St. Cas, which 
was the more keenly felt as it was altogether unexpected, 
and immediately followed the rejoicings for the taking of 
Cierburg, diffipated all our romantic ideas of acquiring 
-conqueft in France, or annihilating the French navy by de- 
ftroying their principal fea-ports ; while it exalted beyond 
meafure the fpirit of that volatile nation, which had been dé- 
prefled and mortified bythe infulting ‘defcents' made upon 
their coafts with impunity. “They now magnified into a 

30. Lond. Gazeite, Sept. 18, 1758. 

, 31. © Conld we have burnt the enemy’s docks, ftores, &c. at Breft and 
“@ Rochfort,”? fays general Lloyd, “ it would have been a fervice of great im- 
'« portance, and worth trying; but no other, object was by any means equal 
* to the rifk or the expence.” Hii. of the War ia Germany, vol. ii. p. 180. 
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mighty vidoty their accidental. good fortune in cutting, off 
the rear-guard,of a mifg uided party of defultory invaders. 

But whatever confolation France might derive from, the 
check which had been given to the ravagers of her coafts, 
the folid advantages acquired by the Englifh in other quar- 
ters of the globe, afforded them abundant caufe of triumph,” 
exclufive of fuch fugitive conquefts. In North America, 
whence we had hitherto received only accounts of delay, dif- 
after, and difgrace, our affairs had taken a new and highly 
favourable turn: . : 

As lord Loudon had returned to England on account of 
fome diffatisfactions in regard to the conduct of the war, the 
chief command in America devolved upon general Aber- 
crombie; but the plan of operations being extenfive, the 
forces were divided into three feparate bodies, under as many 
different commanders. About twelve thoufand men, under 
major-general Amherft, were deftined for the fiege of Louif- 
burg; near fixteen thoufand, under Abererombie in perfon, 
were referved for the reduction of ‘Ticonderoga and Crown 
Point ; and eight thoufand, commanded by brigadier-general 
Forbes, were ordered to attack Fort du Quefne. 

The reduétion of Cape Breton being an obje& of prime 
‘concern, it was undertaken with all poffible difpatch. The 
army under general Amherft, augmented with two thoufand 
frefh troops from England, embarked at Halifax, on the 24th 
of May, and on the fecond of June, the fleet and tranfports, 
confifting of one hundred and. fifty-feven fail, under the di- 
rection of admiral Bofcawen,, arrived ‘before Louifburg. 
The gatrifon of the place, commanded by the chevalier de 
Drucourt, confifted of two thoufand five hundred regular 
troops, and about fix hundred militia. The harbour was 
fecured by five {hips of the line, one fifty-gun fhip and five 
frigates, three of which were funk acrefs the mouth of the 
bafon.  {t was therefore neceflary, to difembark the troops 
at fome diftanée from the town. The place chofen for that 
purpofe was the creck of Cormoran; and-as foon as the 


landing, 
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landing, which was attended with fome difficulty but little 
lofs, was fully effected, and the artillery and ftores” brought 
on fhore, the town was formally invefted 3°. 

The firft thing attempted by the befiegers, was to fecure a 
poft called the Light-hou/e Battery. That fervice was per- 
formed by general Wolfe, with all the vigour and celerity 
for which he was fo much diftinguifhed. On this elevated 
point were erected feveral batteries, which played upon the 
fhips and the fortifications on the oppofite fide of the har- 
bour. For fix weeks, however, did the place hold out, and 
the French fhips continue to fire upon the befiegers, and to 
obftruct their operation. At length, on the 21ft of July, 
one of the great fhips blew up, and the flames being commu: 
nhicated to two others, they alfo fhared the fame fate. 

As the enemy, notwithftanding this misfortune ftill refufed 
to furrender, the Englifh admiral (who during the whole 
fiege had done every thing poffible to fecond the efforts of 
the land-forces) fent into the harbour a detachment of fix 
hundred feamen in boats, headed by the captains Laforey 
and Balfour. They boarded the two remaining fhips of the 
line, which ftill kept poffeffion of the bafon ; deftroyed one, 
which was aground, and towed off the other in triumph. The 
blow was decifive. The governor fearing a general affault, 
as feveral pra@ticable breaches were made in the works, fur- 
rendered himfelf and his garrifon prifoners of war: and the 
whole ifland fubmitted to his Britannic majefty **. With 
Cape Breton fell alfo the ifland of St. John, and whatever 
inferior ftations the French had eftablifhed for carrying on 
the cod-fifhery in the Gulf of St. Laurence. 

The reduGtion of Louifburg was feverely felt by France, 
efpecially as it had been attended with the lofs of fo con- 
fiderable a naval force, and occafionied the greateft rejaleings 
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in England. But all our enterprifes in America were not 


t 


equally fortunate. ; bbe FEO TE RE ah « 
General Abercrombie, in sia deed of his. ae of 
driving the French from Ticonderoga and Crown’ Point, 
had embarked upon Lake George, on the fifth of July, with 
near fixteen thoufand men, and a numerous train of artillery ; 
and, after a profperous navigation, landed his troops without 


oppofition, and advanced in four columns toward the firft 


object of his armament. As the country through which his 
march lay is rough and woody, and his guides were very un- 
fkilful, the troops were bewildered, and the columns broken. 
While in this diforder, they fell in with a French detachment, 


-which had fled on their approach, being bewildered in like 


manner. A fkirmifh enfued, in which the enemy. were 
quickly routed, with the lofs of near three hundred men. 
Bet that advantage was unfortunately purchafed with the 


death of the gallant lord Howe ; a young nobleman ‘of the 


moft promifing military talents, who had acquired the efteem 
and affection of the troops by his generofity, affability, and 
engaging manners, as well as by his diftinguifhed valour, 
‘This difafter excepted, the Englifh army proceeded fuc-. 
cefsfully till it reached Ticonderoga ; which is fituated on a 
point of land between Lake George and a narrow gut that 
communicates with Lake Champlain. On-three fides fur= 
rounded with water, and.on the fourth fecured by a morafs, 
that important poft was ftrongly fortified, and defended by 
near five thoufand men. TThefe were ftationed under the - 
cannon of the place, behind an abattis, or breaftwork, formed 


of the trunks of trees piled one upon another.~ And they 


were farther defended by whole trees, with their branches 
outward, fome of which were cut and fharpened, gd as to 
anfwer the purpofe of chevaux-de-frize. 

Notwithftanding this {trong pofition, which had not been 
properly reconnoitred, it was rafhly refolved to attack the 
enemy, without waiting forthe arrival of the artillery,” x. 


difpofition 
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difpotition was accordingly made for the purpofe, and the 
whole Englith army put in motion. The troops advanced 
to the. affault with the greateft alacrity ; but all their moft 
Vigorous efforts proved ineffe@ual. In vain did they attempt 
to cut their way through every obftacle. They could make 
ho impreffion upon the enemy’s works. The general, there- 
fore, found it neceffary to order a retreat, as the only means ° 
of faving the remains of his army, after it had been éxpofed 
for four hours to the covered fire of the French mufquétty. 
Near two thoufand men, including a-great number of offi- 
ters; were killed or dangeroufly wounded 5+. 

In order to repair the difgrace of this bloody repulfe, ge- 
heral Abercrombie (who had immediately retired to his fors 
mer camp on the fouthern fide of Lake George) detached 
colonel Bradftreet with a body of three thoufand men againtt 
Fort F rotitetiac. The colonel, who with great prudence and” 
valour furmounted every difficulty, brought his little army to 
Ofwego, where he emhaiked on Lake Ontario, and arrived at 
the objet of his enterprife by the 25th of Auguit. 

Fort Fronteriac ftands at the commitnication of Lake On- 
tario with the river Si. Lawrence, the entrance into which 
it in fome meafure commands. For a post of fuch moment, 
however, it was poorly fortified, and &ebiy garrifoned. It 
furrendered at difcretion; on the appearance of the Englith 
commander, who-found there an immenfe quantity of provi- 
fions and metrchandife, fixty pieces of cannon, and nine 
armed floops **. a. . ' 

The fuccefs of colonel Bradftreet, in all probability, faci- 
litated the expedition, under general Forbes, againit Fort 
ilu Quefue. This officer began his maych from Philadel- 

phia, » the beginning of July, at the head of eight thoufand 
ret ek a vaft tract of country very little known, and 
almott impehetrable, by reafon of woods, mountains, and 
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- morafies, He made his way, however, by the sind incredi- 
ble exertions of vigour and. perfeverance ; ; procured provi- 
fions, fecured camps, and furmounted every other difficulty 
in his tedious progrefs; though continually harrafled by par- 
ties of hoftile Indians. ) 

Having advanced with the main body of his army as fay 
as Ray’s Town, diftant’ about fourfcore miles from Fort du 
Quefne, general Forbes detached major Grant, at the head 
of eight hundred men, to reconnoitre the place. Unfortu- 
nately the major’s approach was difcovered by the enemy, 
who fent a more numerous body of troops againft him. A 
defperate combat enfued, which was gallantly maintained by 
the Britifh detachment for more than three hours ; but being 
at length overpowered by fuperior force,,it was obliged to. 
give way. About three hundred men were. killed or made 
prifoners, and among: the latter was major Grant, with nine= , 
teen other officers. 

This fevere check, fo fatal to the reconnoitring party, did 
not prevent general Forbes from advancing. a the mam _ 
body.of his army, though ignorant of the en <s numbers. 
Regardlefs of danger, he only longed for an opportunity of 
retaliation. “Fhe French, howeyer, dreading the profpect of 
a fiege, deprived hing#of the pleafure of f revenge, by abandon- 
ing. the difputed y poft, on the twenty- fourth of November. 
They retired down the Ohio, to their fettlements on the 
Mififippi *°. ‘The Britith ftandard was ereéted on Fort du 
Quefne, which had been the caufe of fo general and fo de~ 
fiructive a war; and the name of Fort Pitt was given to it, 
in honour of the minifter under whofe aufpices the expedi 
tion had been undertaken. 

Nor were the conguelts of Great Britam confined. folel 
to North America. Two {hips of the line, wale fome fri-~ 
gates and a body of marines, had been difpatched early | in 
he feafon, in order to reduce the French fettlements on the 


+ 
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Bre ie rica! T hey accordingly entered the river Set mes 
gal; he in fpite of the “obftructions of a dangerous bar, 
oe the fhips of the line could not ‘pafs, they obliged © 
Port Louis, which commands the navigation ‘of the Senegal,’ 
to pany and, with’ i it, all he . rench fettlements on that 
tiver 37, sg 

' But this fquadron being found HefuMMGbnt tS! Fethicd the 
ifland of Goree, which lies at the diftance of thirty leagues, 
on the fame coaft, commodore Keppél, brother to the earl of 
Albemarle, was afterward fent upon that fervice, with four 
thips of the line, feveral frigates, and feven hundred reg ‘ular 


. troops, under the command of lieutenant-colonel Worge. 


The great thips laid their broadfides to'the principal batte- 
ries, and maintained fo {trong a fire, that the place 
furrendered at difcretion, before the troops were — 
Tandéd 3%. M St. Jean, the French governor, behaved with 
true coaeigi ert was ill fupported by his garrifon. ~ 

“The Britifh arms were lefs fuccefsful during this campaign 
in ‘the Eaft Indies. Though admiral Pococke, who. had 
fucceeded, in confequence of the death of admiral Watfon, 

and of the Englith fquadron on the coaft of Co- 
romandel, had | wortted, in two obitinate engagements, the 
French fquadron under M. @ Aché, ‘he was not able to pre- 


Dec. 49. 


“vent the lofs of Cudalore and Fort St. David. Thefe two 


places: ‘were redaced ‘by the count de Lally; who having 
been appointed governor-general of all the Preach poflet~ 
inom in India, had carried out with him a great force to Pon- 
dicherry. "He was gallantly affifted in his military operations 
by the count @ Eftaign, and flattered himfelf with nothing 
lefs than the conqueft of ail the Englifh fettlements on the 
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‘gnade: but thefe were not all on one fide... The fuccefs was 


at ~. 
o 


divided. All parties had caufe of hope, or room for confola-— 
tion ; and, inconfequence of this fituation of affairs, all par- 
ties prepared for opening the enfuing campaign with equal 
vigour, though the ftate of their finances was very different. 
The refources of England being ftill great, fhe generoufly 
continued her annual fubfidy of four millions of dears to 


the king of Proffia.. Thofe of Auftria were much exhaufted, 


and France was on the eve of a national bankruptcy ; yet 
were the efforts of both undiminiflred. The emprefs of 
Rofiia, having loft only men, readily fupplied by her boundlefs 
dominions, adhered to her military fyftem, which the confi- 
dered as neceffary to the traming of her armies: and Sweden: 


made no advances toward peace. The g 
were difplayed in every quarter of the globe. 

Germany however continued, as hitherto, to be the grand 
theatre of military operations, theugh lefs of conqueft or bold 
enterprife. Thefe found ee ee range. Repeat- j 
ed trials of each other’s ftrength had here made all parties 


-more cautious ; becaufe all. were becom that the 
war could only be brought to ai fue of ; patience “3 
and perfeverance, not by any fingle» bloy le greateft 
blows had been already firuck,: yet , tC Has ditaay, 4 

. “1 7% 
as ever ; though, in ftiking fome of tl i en 
had been hazarded by the illuftrious F ofs depen- oS. . ‘ 


dence was henceforth placed in fortune, pais mere in force 

and fkill.. Experience had moderated the ardour. of courage, =~ 4 
and rectified the miftaker conceptions: of military fuperionty. - a 
Firmnefs and recollection took place’ of prefump 


rafhnefs; and mutual efteem and. apprehenti 
felf-confidence and matual contempt. 

' The fire of the king of Pruffia’s genius 
abated. We have feen in what manner 
frians and the Army of the Empire to eva 
the clofe of. = — ‘while: his ES 


Me began the’ prefent with equal vigour and fuccefs + and 
he had formed a great fyftem of: operations, in 
concert with prince Ferdinand of Brunfwick. 
‘One of his generals, in the month of February, deftroyed the 
Ruffian magazines in Poland; another recovered Anclam, 
Demin, and all the places the Swedes had conquered in Po- 
merania. He himfelf, by his threatening motions, drew the 
Auttrian army to the frontiers of Silefia. His brother, prince 
Henry, who had wintered in Saxony, feized that opportunity 
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‘to lay Bohemia under contribution; and afterward, entering 


Franconia, pufhed the Army of the Empire as far back as 
Nuremburg. * ; 

To this ie the arms of the king of Praffia. fuc- 
cefsful. But certain unforefeen events, partly depending 
upon himfelf, partly upon others, difconcerted all his future 
j i gave a fatal reverfe'to his affairs. The Ruffians 
owa d Silefia, notwithftanding the deftruction of 
their magazine “And »prince Ferdinand, although early 
reinforced with a aa body of Britifh troeps, found him- 
felf unable to prevent ic ey of the pe from receiv- 


45 4 bee 2grant violation of the liberties of the 
bs es omipanied with an act of ee had made 
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i 
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allied army t6 rake the field, 
5: prince Ferdinand affembled his troops in 
d of Fulda, and began his march toward 
head .of thirty thowfand | men ; having 
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at ibs ST 
‘He ‘the hikes his forces to isle electora 

“os cand prote&t. the bifhopric of "itis. ‘He found } 

April use French army, under. the duke: de. Broglio, e. 

' , \ ‘ftrongly pofted near the village of Bergen, between Franck- 
“fort and Hanau,’ yet did he: refolve to attack them. ...He 
accordingly drew up his forces i in order of battle, and, ad- 
React to the charge. But after threedefperate efforts to get 
~ poflefion of the village, he was obliged. to- retire with the 
a lofts. of two thowfand men 3°. He preferved, however, fo 
. a ae a countenance that the enemy did not atm to-purfue 


him. 
The allies perhaps loft no honour by this See “But 


. “they failed in their object; and that failure, belide, thwarting 
eet hi the defigns of the king of Pruffia, reduced themfelves to great 
: ‘ diftrefs oe want of provifions. Meanwhile the French en- 
Ais joyed plenty of every thing. , And their armies on 


une 3. 
J the Upper and Lower Rhine having formed a junc- 


*, «| ‘tion near Marpurg, proceeded northward, under t the maref- 
chal de Contades, who fixed. his head-quart Sat 
* swhence he detached a body, of light troo 


: of Caffel. 4 
es ~ » Finding himfelf inferior to the united fore : 
Le prince Ferdi nand judged i it prudent to re ire ag they. a 
<a - He left firong garrifons, however, . ipftadt, R be a es 
| Monfter, and, Minden, in order to retard TOST © hae 5 
* French generals. But this precaution proved Se = 
‘ Retberg was furprifed by the duke de Br oglio. - He alfot took 7 a 
: Minden ‘by affault; and Munfler, t thou gh. gh defended : 
x garrifon of four. thoufand men, was reduced, after a ey 


1 


fege. ; : 
It-now appeared imaaliohe to prevent the 
maki ing themfelves a fecond time my afters of] 
majefty ’s German dominions. Contidering tt 
Hanover ascertain, the gourt rts erfailles w 


pied 1 In contriving expedients for fecuring its 


Sy A 


pet Hise “eleGtoratey willing to provide: sphiditethprcnntce “ 


Zz + quences of fuch a probable event, again {ent their archives 
. Sand moft valuable effets to Stade.» All things feemed haflen- 
“ip to the fame fituation) which brought on the humiliat- 
‘ing convention of Clofter-feven ; efpecially as prince Ferdi+ 


“nand continued to retire, and ftudiouily kept up his,commu- 


~ nication with the Weler. 

’ ‘But that accomplifhed. general, ough peta ee his 
- loffes, was not difconcerted. He faw his danger, and was 
prepared ‘to meet it.» Although naturally cautious, he .re- 
folved, under the preffure of necefiity, to purfue a bold line 
of condué, inftead of taking refuge in defpair, or feeking 
an apology for misfortune: in the gloom of public defpon- 
dency. ‘The moment he found nothing but a battle could 
hinder the French from taking up their winter quarters in the 
electorate of Hanover, he determined to bring matters to that 
‘jffue. A d the means*by which he accomplithed his defi ign 
“with an inferior | army, without expofing himfelfito any dif- 


i 


ered fo profound a genius for war, as will ever 


: after, difco 


s ranked among the greateft mafters of the mili, 
a 
ae ae 


b body nee the French ar my, after 'the Eine of 


encamped i in the neighbourhood of that city, to 


hey 3 


7 ae 


Minden: fad 
ik which its right v 
in the. ont a morafs, and a rivulet covered the rear.’ As 
nothin , could be more advantageous than’ this: pofition, 


wing extended, On the left was a fteep hill, 


which rendered an attack impracticab le, prince Herdinand _ 


~~ employed all his fkill to draw the ehemy from it. ‘With 
i. that view he quitted his camp on the Wefer, and marched to 
Hille; leavi ing, however, gener al Wangenheim, with a body 
. roops, entrenched at Thornhavfen, onthe banks of the 
Head river: and detaching the hereditary prince of Brunf- 
wick, with fix thoufand men, to make a compafs toward the 
enemy's le left flank, and cut off their communication with Pa- 
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‘moyements, fell into the fnare that was laid for them. They 
concluded, that the opportunity which they had: fo: long 
fought, of cutting off prince Ferdinand’s communication 
with the Wefer, was at laft found, and with it. the confum- 
mation of their withes. They faw, as they imagined, the ale 
lied army divided and disjoined beyond the poffibility. of im- 
mediate union ; and therefore flattered themfelves- with its 
- final deftruction, by. the defeat of general Wangenheim, and 
the command of the Wefer, the neceffary confequence of 
such defeat. Full of this idea, they left their advantageous 
pot ; and pafing the morafs in their front, advanced into 
the plain. 

The duke de Broglio, who led the van = the French army, 

proceeded with great confidence, until he reached a neigh-. 
oe bouring eminence ; whence he beheld, inftead of en- 
trenchments defended by a {mall body, the whole 
army of the allies difpofed in excellent order, and extending 
from the banks of the Wefer almoft to Minden... A difco- 
very fo unexpected. empbarrafied. the French general. Bat 
he had no alternative left: it was too late te recede. He. 
therefore ordered his cavalry to advance, and begin the en- 
gapement. ! 

The Britith infantry, which, with two battalions of Ha- 
noverian guards, compofed the centre of the allied army, 
fuflained the principal fhock of the battle, and broke every 
body of horfe and foot that advanced againft them ; whilf 
the Hefhan cavalry, with fome regiments of Pruffian and 
Hanoverian dragoons, pofted on the left, baffled all the at- 
_tempts of the enemy, and pufhed them to the neceflity of 
feeking fafety,in flight *, 5 

Atthis inftant, prince Ferdinand fent orders,to lord George g 
Sackville, who commanded the Britifh and Hanoverian horfe, 
which compofed the right wing of the allies, to advance to 

40. Len‘jion and Paris oan, peaflim. The French account ofthis bee Se 
and of the opcrations a preceded it, is by far the molt persect, 
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‘the charge. And if thefe orders had been chearfully obeyed, 
the battle of Minden would probably have been as memo- 
rable and decifive as that of Blenheim. ‘The French army 
would have been utterly deftroyed, or totally routed and dri- 
ven out of Germany. But whatever was the caufe, whether 
the orders were not fufficiently precife, were mifinterpreted, 
or imperfectly undeitood, the .Britith cavalry did not arrive’ 
in time to have any fhare in the engagement *"; fo that the 
French, inftead of being hotly purfved, were permitted to re 
tire in good order, and to regain their former pofition, not-- 
withftanding the lofs of feven thoufand men. ‘They judge! 
it neceflary, however, to quit their camp, and pafs the Wefer 
the fame night ; and next day the garrifon of Minden furrer- 


dered at diferetion. ‘The allies loft in the aGion near twa 
thoufand brave troops. 

Prince Ferdinand paffed an indiret cenfure upon the Bri- 
tth commander for his condué on this occation, and a court 
martial confirmed sage cenfure. But as the whole weight of 
minifterial imfluence is fuppofed to have béen thrown into 
the fcale Of the German general, the impartial part of man- 
kind are fill divided in their opinion on the fubjeG, and 
will, likely, long remain fo. Jt may not, however, beimpro- 
per to obferve, for the information of pofterity, That the 
two generals were by no means on good terms with each 
other, before the battle, Prince Ferdinand, who underftood 
the myfterr, as well as the art of war, and purfued it asa Ju 
erative trade, felt himfelf uneafy under the eye of an obferver 


id fo keen and penetrating as lord George Sackville, and wifhed 


to remove him from the command. This wifh perhaps oc- 


cafioned that confufion, puconts adiction of orders, of which 


the 1 Englith ‘gener al complaine ed which he affigned’ as 


“the aufe of his inaction. But there 18 alfo reafon to fup- 


poles ipihagrin of of the Britith’cor ma der might make his 


ufual, and that 
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a sand the Freach.to, evacuate great part of Wefiphalia. 
And if he had notsbeen obliged to weaken his army, in. order : 
ot =O) (RLS the king cf Prufiia, whofe affairs. ‘were much ems 


barraffedy he would probably have driven: the. vain-glerious ~ 
enemy to the other fide of the Rhine, before the cloteigs the 


cam pa Ae gn. 


The embarx affment of his Proffiap maiokin ae ric Aly 0 
-cafioned by the approach of; the Ruffians,, in fpite of e1 a 
effort to obfirudt their progrefs. Dilpleafed with the. fudied 
ution.of count: Dohna, the king ‘conterred the command — 


immedia tcly: gavecthem battle, | conformable to his. ordei 
He attacked “them (with gigat vigour: but ae a 
t 
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cof hee ae not sae eanbied puke LF onlinand effectually 
eRe to: defe ad: the electorate of Hanover, but to recover Munfter, 


ey fdas gebimedeey tos his: Aovereign, and: petal a 


a bts oh she State: = Raa ecs and ve i Eshovrehe ibe General W ar, i 
SS _ purfued, from the Defeat of the FRENCH at MURS) ioike Death - 
; seh @noas® Il. : aS + eodipee 
2G . Has BE 3 PSt ie: 300 oe eee 2 
oe ‘off HE vidtory gained by the allies at Minden, though lefs 
pet <bsomaisie than it mee thave been: se Kealet ee ce ue Teady 


a 


of the army defined to oppofe-them-on,general Wedel, who 


coat 


ae Kay, near Zullichan, in Setotion, a twenty-third day of 
July. The Pruffians were repulfed with much lofs, after ap 
- pbftinate engagement, and) the Ruffians made themfelves 
matters of Frankfort on the Oder. Sfiarsy 
No fooner was the kitig of Pruffia informed of that mif- 
_ fortune, than he refolyed to, ppole the Ruffians in perfon ; 
and began his march with ten thoufand of his beft troops, to 
join the fhattered army under. Wedel ; leaving his brother 
Henry to obferve the motions of the Auftni ians on the Gan- 
tiers of Lufatia. Meanwhile, marefchal Daun, apprifed of 


the king’s intention, detached general Laudohn, with twelve ~ 


thoufand horfe, to give vigour and ftability to the Ruffian 
army, which was deficient in cavalry. 

The reinforcement arrived nearly at the fame time that 
his Pruffian majefty joined\Wedel- And Laudohn and count 
Soltikow, the Ruffian genéral, took poft at the village of 
Cunnerfdorff, oppofite Frankfort. The combined army con- 
fifted of about one hundred thoufand combatants : their po- 
-fition was naturally ftrong ; and they farther fecured their 
camp ep entrenchments, planted with a numerous train of 
artille ‘he king of Prufia’s forces, after all the rein; 

Sa  forcemen s he could colle&, fell below fifty thoufand men ; 


yet did his prefling circumftances, and his own fi ine {pi- 


rit, inflamed by bots e paffion, ae oe him to he 
eee 
+ SPRE previous: ipofitions for that purpofe being made, the 


jon dae about eleven o ees and the hes: a i 
= Aug 12 


€ battle ‘was Sieoee ee ne with ea 
ours, At length ‘the poft was carr ied; the 
= © enemy's artillery was taken ; andievery thing feemed to’ pro- 

~ mifea com plete be oe But the Ruffians, though broken, 
hey yagaie formed. undér cover of 


polfeffion ‘of an eminence, 


Boe 


“galled 


NY 
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called the Fews’ Burying Ground, “where they refolved to odd 
fend themfelves to the laft man. / 
Prudence, and paft experience of the fteady dele of the 
Rufiians, ought to have taught his Prefan majefty to reft 
futised with the advantage he had gained; but he could not 
bear to be a conqueror by halves. The ardour of his mind 
determined him to follow his blow, in hopes of crowning at 
ence his glory and his vengeance, by the final deftrugtion 


line of his a on; and whofe cruel ravages had fo often 


of a ee who had dared to enter within the 
drawn him from the purfuit of victory, or obftructed the ca- 


reer of conqueft. He accordingly led on, to a new attack, 


his-brave battalions, yet faint from recent toil, beneath the 
heat of a burning fun, and fore with many a wound. He 
Jed them againft the main body*of the Rufhan army, the 
greater part of which had not hitherto been engaged; pofted 
on higher ground, and ftrongly defended by artillery. They 
were unequal to the difficult fervice: they fell back ; they 
were again brought to the charge, and a fecond time re- 
pulfed with great laughter. Enraged at this difappointment, 
the king put himfelf at the head of his cavalry ; but their vi- 
gour alfo was fpent. In vain did he attempt to break the 
Rufhans (who are poffeffed of uncommon bodily ftrength, 
and an inftinctive or mechanical, courage, which makes 
them inacceilible to fear) : they baffled all his gallant efforts. 


Their fire was the mouth of a yolcano, and their bayonets a_ 


hedge of fpears. “The Pruffians, wafted with fatigue, and 

ftartled atthe number of the flain, blamed the perfeverance 

ef their prince, but fill maintained the unequal combat. — 
In thofe awful. moments, whe n the fineft troops” in 


world were way cring, and the greaieft modern of comma 


the Auftrian cavalry, yet freth, broke in upen them with the 
ympetuotity of a torrent. The Ruffian horfe followed the 
animating example, and the foot refumed their activity. The 
igus Pruffians yielded to the irre efiftible” fock + =o 


er a 


could with difficulty encourage them to keep their grouitd, 
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were feized with x panic vite fled. "The king rallied them : 
he brought them back to the charge; he fet them an exam- 
ple of bravery in his own perfon. ‘Three times did he renew, 
the engagement in the front line. He had two horfes fhot 
under him, and many bullets had paffed through his cloaths. 
But all his intrepid exertions were ineffectual : the battle was 
irretrievably loft, and the approach of night only prevented 
the Pruffian army from being partic? off. As the ftrugele 


terminated, the flaughter on both ‘3 awfully great. 
Near thirty thoufand men lay aint eld, or dying 
of their wounds: and fixteen siti oO mete were Neat 
hans *. 


The iffue of this: battle aftonithed all Europe: ; axa? occa= 
fioned the moft extravagant exultation among the hoftile 
powers on one fide, and the greateft depreffion of mind 
onthe other. When the king of Pruffia’ got poffeffion of 
the village of Cunnerfdorff, he wrote, in the triumph of his 
heart, a congratulatory billet to his queen, without wait- 
ing for the final event: “ We have driven the Ruffians 
% “ fromuthe entrenchments. Expect within two hours, to 
“hei glorious victory !”—And as this billet arrived 
at Berlin juft as the poft was*going out, the premature in- 
telligence reached the courts of London and Verfailles before 
_ the news of the king’s difafter, alfo firft conveyed in ano- 

a ther: laconic difpatch to the queen: ‘* Remove from Berlin’ 


by 

a ee Sawith the royal family. Let the archives be carried to 
eee ap The town may make’ conditions’ with the 
ee. — 
eS § Profan majefty fubjected himiclf to fome de 
oe i cule asa man, and blame as a commander, by his 
K ‘3s &, anerfdorfi, his fubfequent conduct wiped all off. 
Bi ife of mankind, at his fudden and unexpected 


ortune, was foon loft in their admiration of the 


ae oie Caisyaicdepetiics of the battle of Cunnerfdorff, publifhed by authority 
a Vienna. 

_ a Foreign Gazettes, Gea 

es. «ot won 
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‘ o wonderfull refoutces oF wi genic and the uncon 
P fortitude of his {pirit.” The day fhe PaO Wand? rep 
the Oder, and encamped at Retwin } whence he moved td ss 
Fuftenwalde; and pofted himfelf fo advaiitageoutly, that the 
E. Ruflians did not date to make ariy attempt upon Berlin. | He- 
Bee: even watched their motions fo affiduoufly, that the main 7 
3 body of their army, under the vidtoriots Soltikow, inftead— 
Fe = of" entering Brandenburg, marched into Lufatia: There he 
joined the pred Auftrian army, undér marefchal Daun; and 
the two generals held confultations concerning their future 
Be operations. : . 
In the mean time the king of Pruffia, having refrefhed and 
: 1 recruited his broken and-exhaufted troops, and fupplied the 
dof of his artillery (which had all fallen into the hands of the 
23 enemy) from the aficual at Berlin, appeared again forntidable? 


While his friends as well as his enemies were of opinion, 


pa that the Ruffian and Auftrian armies united had only to de- 
3 termine what part of his dominions they chofe firft to fubdue — 
as a prelude to the conqueft of the whole, he’ obliged both 
to act on the defenhve’ And he at the fame time detached a ; 
body of fix thoufand men, under general W unch, ro the re- 
lief of Saxony ; where the Army of the Empire had made 
great progrefs, during his abfence. Hall, Wittemberg, Leip-. _— 
fic, Torgau, and even Drefden itfelf, had furrendered to the 
: Imperialifts. But the detachment under Wunch retook Leip- he 
mekcek fic on the 21ft of September; and having we as * 
: general Finck who commanded in Saxony, the™ 
ruffian generals repulfed the Army of the Empire at Cor: 
bitz, though fupported by a body of Auftrians under general ” 
Haddick, and recovered every place in that eleStorate except — ae 
‘ Drefden. Seeds Sa 
Encouraged by thefe fucceffes, and weeingi tRaPaiy eae ; 
not fecond the operations of the king onthe fide of Silefia} ” 7 


prince Henry quitted his camp at Hornfdorff near eee: a 


Lufatia, and marched with incredible celerity into Saxon 
tage he joined the Pruffian parties under Finck and Winel ners 


camp in, Hid oc his este then of count 

Soltikow, in order to protect Drefden, And the Pruffian,. 

» monarch, thus freed from the prefence of his moft dangerous 
enemy, haying put himfelf between, the, Ruffians and Great 
Glogaw, obliged them to relinquish an enterprife which they . 
had formed againft that place, and return into Poland... 
Fortune, in a word, feemed yet to be preparing triumphs 

_ for the inerenig Frederick, after all his Af 


. he had fo Seepetily host to be Aeiauet 
clofed the campaign with equal. glory and fuccefs. . But 


uifes, which 


his enterprifing {pirit induced him once more to. truft. the 


deceiver, and attempt a great line of action, while prudence, . 
reafon, PARAPIASEs aud even feli-preferyation, diCtated a Hs ; 


oneg,; 


emi a3] Wen a 


rs Ale, fooner did b his. Pruflian # aici pee Eire difeuseged, . 


in confequence. of he retreat of the Ruffians, than he march- 
ed into, Saxony ;,and there joined his brother Henry near 
Torgau, on the 2d of November, in fpite of all the efforts.of 
the Auftrian generals. Oia this junction, the Army of the Em- 
pire retired. Marefchal Daun, who had threatened prince 
‘Henry, fell beck upon Drefden.., And the king of Prutha 
faw himfelf; once more, at the head of a gallant army of 
~fixt thoufand men, in high fpirits, and {till ready to execute 


yold enterprife, under the eye of their fovereign and 
ander, fo lately reduced to the brink of defpair. But 
eafon was; already far in the decline, and remarkably 
fevere, his m able. generais were. of opinion, that no ames 
portant . enter tile could be undertaken with any probability 
of fuccefs, and that his wife conduct would be to watch 
po ths motions of the Aufiriars,jand, cut off the proyifions of 
marefchal Daun ;,who muft, by tele means, infallibly be 
Be ae to abandon Drefden, and rétire into Bohemia, leaving 
to ) the, Prufhans, as.hitherto, the entre poflefiion of, Saxony: 
oe me: *s. VIEWS) | however, extende d toy Miner and more 
edeci ave 


a hy Pt 


rs and if he . 


e might have 


if 
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‘decitive pene He knew that the paffes i into Bohemia 
were fo difficult, that, by feizing certain pofts, the fubfiftence 
of the Auftrians might fot él be cut off, but their retreat 
tendered impracticable. Having obliged marefehal Daun 
to retreat as far as Plawen; arid advanced himfelf to Keffel- 
dorf, he accordingly ordered general Finck, with nineteen 
battalions and thirty-five {quadrons, to oceupy the defiles of 
Maxen and Ottendorft, through which alone he thought it 
pofftble for th apetty to communicate with Bohémia. Thié 
fervice was fi cefsfully executed; and no doubt was en- 
tertained that marefchal Dawn would be obliged to hazard 
a battle, or to furrender at difcretion, as he feemed now to 
have no refource left but in victory. 

Meanwhile that fagacious general, fenfible of his danger; 
fent experienced officers to réconnoitre the pofition of the 
Pruffian detachment ; and finding the commander lulled into 
the moft fatal fecurity, he took poffeffion of the neighbour- 
ing eminences, and furrounding the enemy of all fides, pre 
cluded the poffibility of efcape: The Pruffians defended 
themfelves gallantly for one day, and made feveral vigorous 
efforts to difentangle themfelves from the net in which they 
were caught; but in vain: they were foiled in every attempt 
to force thofe defiles: which they had been appointed to 
guard. Night put an end to the firuggle, and to the effufion 
wee of blood. Next thorning general Finck, feeing his 

. fituation defperate, as every avenue through which” 
a retreat could be made wes planted with bayonets; judged. 
it miore prudent to fubmit to neceflity, than wantonly to 
throw away the hives of fo many brave men; who might 


_ ferve their king on fome mote ee etcafion. He 


ffe 


therefore endeavoured, though ineffe ei to obtain terms: 

They were flerniy denied a And he was ultimately 

forced to furrender at aifcretion, on the 26th of Noventhers 

he himfelf with eight other gerierals, and near twenty thous 
fand men, being made prifoners of war 3. . 


; 
3° Compared Relations; nbi fup. 


* 


) TGs a mortifying blow to. “ hopes of a ; 


moaarch, and muft have made him -feverely fenfible of ‘his 
too common error, in- placing all his attention on the poffi-. 
ble advantage, and overlooking the probable danger... Nor. 
did that evil come alone. He fuftained another heavy: ftroke, 
in the capture and deftruGtion of a rear guard, confifting of 


three thoufand men, under genefal Diercke. Yet} after alf: 


thefe loffes, he was ‘itill fo formidable,- that the- cautious and’ 
moderate-minded Datn, inftead of attacking him, took thel- 
ter in the ftrong camp of Pirna,_ nape ait clofé ie en- 
trenchments: 

His Pruffian majefly feémed “fy at laft; to have acquired’ 
a leffon of moderation. Though joined by twelvé thoufand 
men, undet the hereditary prince of' Brunfwick, he put his 
army quietly intd Winter-quarters at Freyberg, without at~ 
tempting any new éhterprife; fo that) the lofs of men ex- 
cepted, affairs in Germany were nearly in the fame fituation 
as at the opening of the campaign. The country had been 
defolated, and much blood fpilt; but Drefderi was the only 
place of any importante that had changed matters. 

In f{pite of all the eloquence and pspularity of Mr. Pitt, 
fo many indecifive campaigns began fo cool the zeal of the 
Enelith nation in thé caufe of their iNuftrious bat burden- 
fome ally, the king of Pruffia; to whofe wars they could fee 
no end. And the fuccefs of the Britifli atms in America and 
tlie Weft Indies opened the eyes of thé people more fully to 
their true interefts, and madé them denfible of the folly of de-. 


fending the ele&torate of Hanover at fuch a vaft expence of 


blood and tteafare.. 

‘ Inimediately after the takiti¢ of Hopitoute: which had 
Jong béex cottfidered as the key of Canada, a plan was form-= 
ed by the Britith minifry for the redu@tion of Quebec, and 
the entire conguett of New Francé, “as foon as the feafon of 

action, in thofe northern latitudes, fhould return. Jno the 
meantime an expedition: was undettaken againtft the ifland of 
Martinico, the chief feat of the French government in the 
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Weft Indies; a place of great importance by its pofition, 
and alfo by its produce. , 7 

Tt was known that Martinico, and all the fugar-iflands be-. 
longing to France in the American archipelago, were in 
great diftrefs for want of provifions and other neceffaries ; 
which it was not in her power to provide them with, by rea~ _ 
fon of the inferiority of her navy to that of England, and 
confequently her inability to protect her trade with them. 
Tt was therefore fuppofed they could make but a feeble re- 
fiftance, and would furrender on the firft fummons. 

The armament deftined fpr that fervice confifted of ten 
thips of the line under commodore More, and five thoufand 
land-forces, commanded. by general Hopfon. The defign 
upon Martinico, however, was abandoned as impraCticable, 
after a flight attempt ; though feemingly with little reafon, as 
the French governor pofleffed neither courage nor condudt, 
and the diftreffed inhabitants appeared willing, it was faid, to 
fubmit to a powet that could more readily fupply their 
wants, and afford them a better and more certain market for 
their produce. But be the profpect of refiftance fmall or 
great, it is certain that the Britifh troops were re-imbarked 
within twenty-four hours after their landing, and that the ar- 
mament directed its courfe toward the ifland of Guada- 
loupe *; a lefs fplendid obje& of conqueft, though not a lefs 
valuable poffeffion. 

The Britith feet appeared before the town of Baffle Terre, 
the capital of the ifland, on the twenty-third of January ; and 
next day it was taken, after a terrible cannonade, accompas 
nied with inceffant fhowers of bombs. -Never did the com- 
manders of the Englifh navy exert themfelves with more 


intrepidicy and judgment than on this occafion. They left 


the land-forces nothing to do but take poffeffion of the place, 
which was abandoned by the garrifon §. 


4. Lond. Gazette, March 7, 1759. See alfo Capt, Gardner’s Account. of the 
Expedition againt Martinico and Guadaloupe. ; 
5+ Id, ibid, 
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~The reduCtion of the town of Baffe Terre, however, was 
hot immediately followed by the conqueft of Guadaloupe. 
’ The flownefs, timidity, and irrefolution of the operations by 
land, afforded the fugitive garrifon leifure for recolleCtion ; 
and to fortify themfelves, by the help of the inhabitants, in a 
ftrong poft which obftruéted all communication with the 
more fertile’ parts of the ifland. Defpairing therefore of 
being-able to fubject Guadaloupe on that fide, the invaders 
proceeded to attack it on another, known by the name of 
Grande Terre. Fort Lewis, the chief defence of this divifion 
of the ifland (which is feparated from the other by a fhallow 
ftrait), was taken {word in hand, by the marines and Royal 
Highlanders, after a fhort but vigorous cannonade from the 
fleet °. ’ 

But the conquerofs were guilty of the fame error as for- 
merly. They did not take advantage of the enemy’s terror: 
and they fuffered the fame inconveniencies from their neglect. 
The fugitives found refuge in the mountains, where they 
became formidable; and the event of the expedition was 
even doubtful, when general Barrington, having fucceded to 
the Command of the land-forces, in confequence of the death 
of Hopfon, changed the plan of operations. Inftead of at- 
tempting to penctrate into the country, which abounds with 
ftrong pofts and dangerous defiles, he reimbarked the troops, 
and fucceffively attacked the towns and villages upon the 
coaft, By this mode of making war, every confiderable 
place was foon reduced; and the governor and inhabitants, 
tired of their uncomfortable fituation in the mountains, and 
feeing no profpect of relief; furrendered the ifland to his Bri- 
tannic majefty. Mariagalante, and fome other {mall iflands 
in the neighbourhood, alfo fubmitted. - And’ the inhabit- 
ants obtained the fame terms with thofe of Guadaloupe ; 
namely, the undifturbed poffeffion of their private pro- 


6. Capt. Gardner, ubi fup. 
se X 2 perty,; 


kr rl | 


perty, and the enjoyment ge te! ae es Shes 


leges 7. eae ee iia 
ed his: cent was equally generous and political, =e . 


PK as a 
~ 308° THE HISTORY OF 


may be fuppofed. to have had a ferious influence upon the 
minds of the F rench colonifts, even in North America ; 
where the campaign was not yet begun, and where the plan. 
of operations was as eXtenfive as their objects were great. 
It was concerted to attack the French at all their ftrong ' 
holds at once ;—That general Wolfe, who had fo eminently 
diftinguithed himfelf at the fiege of Louifburg, fhould pro- 
ceed up the river St. Lawrence with a body of eight thou- 
fand men, anda ftout fleet from England, and befiege the 
city of Quebec ; that general Amherft, now commander in 
chief of the Britith forces in North America, fhould, with an 
army of twelve thoufand men, reduce Ticonderoga and 
Crown Point; crofs Lake Champlain; and proceeding by 
_ the way of Richelieu River to the banks of the’ St. Lawrence, 
join general Wolfe in his attempt upon the capital of Cana- 
da ; and that brigadier-general Prideaux, with a third army; 
" reinforced by a bedy of provincials and friendly Indians, under 
Sir William Johnfon, fhould inveft the important fortrefs of 
Niagara, which in a manner commands the interior parts of 
the northern divifion of the New World. Jt was: farther 
propofed, ‘That the troops under: brigadier Prideaux, after 
~ the reduction of Niagara, flould embark on Lake Ontario; 
fall down the river St. Lawrence ; befiege and take Mon- 
treal; and then joi or co-operate with the combined army, 
under Amherft and Wolfe. 

A bolder fyftem of .war, it is owned, was never framed ; 
but many doubts have been ftarted in regard to its natural 
praCticability, founded on the flrength of the places to be at 
tacked, the extent of the operations, and the difpofition of 
the French forces: “Fhe marquis de Vaudreuil, governor of 


- 


7. Lond. Gazette, June 14, 1759. 
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New France, lay in the neighbourhood of Montreal, with a+ 
_body of five thouf age ia ; while the marquis de 


Montcalm, his lieutefant-g , whofe reputation was al- 
ready high in the military world, took the field with an army 
of ten thoufand Europeans and Canadians, for the defence 
of the capital ; and M. de Levi, an active officer, was at the 
head of a flying detachment, which, as well as the army 
under Montcalm, was ftrengthened by a large body of trained 
Indians, intimately acquainted with all the woods and de- 
files. The garrifon of Niagara confifted of at leaft fix hun- 
dred men ; Ticonderoga and Crown Point were in a refpect- 
able condition ; and the city of Quebec, naturally ftrong 
from its fituation, the bravery of its inhabitants, and the 
number of its garrifon, had received every additional fortifi- 
cation that the art of war could give it. All thefe obftacles 
however were furmounted, though not immediately, by a 
happy mixture of conduét and valour; the wonderful ef- 
feéts of which ignorant and credulous men afcribe to fuper- 
natural influence, and dull and timid men to chance. 
The army under Amherft, by the progrefs of which the 
operations of the other two were fuppofed to be in fome 
meafure governed, was early in motion. But the feafon was 
far advanced before the general could pats Lake George. 
He thence proceeded, with little oppofition from the enemy, 
to Ticonderoga, fo fatal to the Britith troops in the former 
campaign. The French feemed at firfi determined to defend 
the fort. But-perceiving the Englifh commander refolute, | 
cautious, and well prepared for undertaking the flege, and 
having befide orders to retreat from place to place 
toward the centre of operations, rather ‘than run 
the hazard of being made prifoners of war, they abandoned 
the works in the night, and retired to Crown Point. 
“rae Crown Point Ambherft advanced, after repairing the 
ae ae of ‘Ticonderoga, which the enemy had da- 
maged. But, before his arrival, the garrifon had retired to 
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the French had three thoufand five hundred men, he was in- 
formed, under the command of M. de Burlemaque, witb a 
numerous train of artillery, and that the lake was occupied. 
by four large armed veffels. With a floop and a radeau, 
which he had built with all poffible difpatch, ‘he deftroyed 
two of the enemy’s veffels. ' But the declining feafon obliged 
him to poftpone farther operations, and return to Crown 
Point, where the troops were put into winter quarters about 
the end of OGober °. 

General Ambherft now faw himfelf in a very aukward. 
fituation for a commander in chief. Though his fuccefs 
was great, he had found it impoffible to attaim the prime ob- 
ject of his enterprife ; a jun@tion with general Wolfe, which, 
was confidered as effential to the fortunate iffue of the cam- 
paign. And what was yet more difagreeable, he had not, 
during the whole fummer, obtained the leaft intelligence of 
the condition of that commander, on the operations of whofe 
flender and unfupported army fo much depended ; a few ob- 
{cure and alarming hints excepted,. of his having landed in 
the neighbourhood of Quebec, where he. was in danger of 
being crufhed by-the whole force of Canada, under the mar- 
quis de Montcalm. Happily he was not fo ignorant of the 
fate of the expedition againit Niagara. Having received an 
account of the progrefs of it before he left Ticonderoga, he 
had detached brigadier-general Gage, to affume the command 
of the troops in the room of general Prideaux, who was un- 
fortunately killed by the burfting of a cohorn, while dire€ting 
the operations againft the fort, to which he had been fuffered. 
to advance without the leaft moleftation. i ae 

Meanwhile the command of that expedition devolved upon 
Sir William Johnfon; who profecuted with equal judgment: 
and vigour the plan of his predeceffor. He puthed the at- 


tack of Niagara with fuch intrepidity, that the befiegers foon — 


8. Letter from General Amherft to Mr. Secretary Fitt, in Lond: Gazetie, 


Nov. 25, 1759. Knox’s Campaigns, vol. i, ii. 
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brought their approaches within an hundred yards of the 
covered way. Alarmed at the danger of lofing this interior 
key of their empire in America, the French-collected a large 
body of regular troops, drawn from the neighbouring: garri- 
fons, Detroit, Venango, and Prefque Ifle, in order to raife 
the fiege. With thefe, and a party of favages, they. accord- 
ingly refolved to attempt the relief of the place, and put 
themfelves in motion for that purpofe. Apprifed of their in- 
tention, general Johnfon ordered his light infantry, fupported 
by fome grenadiers and regular foot, to take poft between 
the cataract of Niagara and the fortrefs. He pofted the 
auxiltary Indians-on his flanks ; and, while he thus prepared 
himfelf for an engagement, he took effectual meafures for 
fecuring his lines and bridling the garrifon. 

The enemy appeared about nine o’clock in the morning, 
and the battle was begun with a horrid {cream from the ho- 
ftile Indians, according to their barbarous cuftom, It 
was this fcream, called the Warwhoop, the moft fright- July 24+ 
ful found which imagination can conceive, that {truck a pani¢ 
into the army under Braddock, and had on other occafions 
carried terror to the hearts of European foldiers. But having 
now loft its effe€t upon the Britifh troops, it was heard with 
a contemptuous indifference. And the French regulars were 
fo warmly received by the Englifh grenadiers and light in- 
fantry, while their favages were encountered by other fa- 
vages, that they were totally routed in lefs than an hour, and 
the place furrendered the fame day °. 

The taking of Niagara effeCtually cut off the communi- 
cation between Canada and Louifiana, and confequently was 
a great ftep toward the conqueft of both. But the reduction 
of Quebec was a ftill more important objet; and if general 
Amherft had been able to form a junction with Wolfe, it 
would have been attended with equal certainty, as a propor- 
tional force would have been employed to accomplifh it, 


9. Lond, Gazetie, Spt 8,1759. Knox, ubi fap, 
| a4 A 8. 


a4 


see 
r 


% 
A 


» 


Ieee Oe a PEROT ey eae Oe eT ey eA ne” Eyes et 


7 


Be THE PHISTORY.OR = eh ie 


+ As even's s passat the: iffue of this a Seal 
feemed very doubtful. The land forces did not exceed feven 
thoufand men. They. were, however, in( good health and 


“pirits. Having been embarked at Louitburg, under con- 
voy of the admirals Saunders: an Holmes, they were fafely 
landed, toward the end of June, 0 he ifle of Orleans, formed 
by two branches of: the river. St. Lawtence, a few leagues 
below the city of Quebec. There the foldiers and failors 


found every refrefhment; and there general Wolfe, who 


was accompanied by the brigadier generals Monckton, 
Townfhend, and Murray, publifhed a fpirited but fomewhat 
romantic manifeflo, vindicating the conduct of the king his 
mafter, in making this hoftile invafion, and offering protec- 
tion to the inhabitants of Canada, with the entire poffeffion 
of their property and the free exercife of their religion, pro- 


_ videdthey took no part in the difpute for dominion between 
“the crowns of France and England. He reprefented-to them 


the folly of refiftance, as all hopes of relief were cut off, 
while the Britifh fleet commanded not only the navigation of 
the river St. Lawrence, but the empire of ,the fea ; and he 
reminded them, that the cruelties, exercifed by the French 
again{t the Englith fubjects in America, would excufe the 
moft fevere retaliation. But Englifhmen, he faid, were too 
magnanimous to follow the barbarous example: and he 
concluded with extolling the generofity of Great Britain, in 
thus ftretching out to them a hand of humanity, when it was 
in her power to compel their obedience *°. a 
_ As that manifefto produced no immediate effect, Wolfe 
was under’the neceffity of confidering the Canadians as ene- 
mies, and faw himfelf expofed to all the difficulties of a ge- _ 
neral commanding an army ina country where every thing 
is hoftite ‘to him. Thefe difficulties, on examination, ap- 
peared fo great, that, although naturally of a fanguine temper 
and an adyenturous: {pirit, he began to defpair of Luccefs 
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*¢ flatter myfelf,” fays he, in his celebrated letter to Mr. Pitt, 
*¢ that I fhould be able to reduce the place.” Nor is this to 
be wondered at. Befide the natural and artificial ftrength of 
the city of Quebec, which is chiefly built upon a fteep rock 
on the northern bank of the river St. Lawrence, and farther 


' defended by the river St. Charles, which places it in a kind 


of peninfula, Montcalm, the French general, was advyan- 
tageoufly pofted in the neighbourhood, with a force fuperior 
to the Englith army. To undertake the fiege of the town, 
in fuch circumitances, feemed contrary to all the eftablithed 


maxims of war. 


Refolving, however, to make. every poffible exertion be- 
fore he abandoned the enterprife committed to him by his 
fovereign, and the event of which was already determined in 


the fond imaginations of his admiring: countrymen, Wolfe 


took poffeflion of Point Levi, on the fouthern bank of the. 
St. Lawrence, and there erected batteries againft the town. 
But thefe batteries, by reafon of their diftahce, made {mall 
imprefhon upon the works, though they deftroyed many, 
houfes, and greatly incommoded the inhabitants. The fleet 
could be of little ufe, as the elevation of the principal fortifi- 
cations placed them beyond its reach, and even gave them a 
degree of command over it. The Englifh general, there- 
fore, became fenfible of the impoffibiliry of reducing the 
place, unlefs he could erect his batteries on the northern fide * 
of the river. _ But as this feemed a matter of infinite difhculty, 
his grand dilemma was, how to effect it Nor could all his 
penetration refolve the queftion. 

‘The northern fhore of the river St. ane e for a con- 
fiderable way above Quebec, is fo bold and rocky, as to make 
it impracticable to land in the face of an enemy. Below the 
town, the French army was ftrongly encamped, between the 
rivers Montmorency and St. Charles. If the firft river 
flrould be pafled, and the. French driven from their entrench- - 


_ MENIS, the fecond would prefent a ‘new, and almoft infuper- 


able 
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before the commencement of operations. “ I could not 
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able barrier againft the victors. - With all thefe obftacles 
Wolfe was well acquainted ; but he alfo knew, to ufe his 
own heroic language, “ That a victorious army finds no 
« difficulties!” He therefore refolved to pafs the river 
Montmorency, and bring Montcalm to an engagement. 

In confequence of this refolution, part of the Britifh army 
was landed at the mouth of that river, and the main body 
was ready to ford it higher up, when certajn unpro- 
pitious circumftances made it neceffary to withdraw 
the troops, and relinquith the defiga. General Wolfe’s ori- 
ginal plan was, to attack firft a detached redoubt clofe to the 
water’s edge, and apparently fituated beyond reach of the 
fire from the enemy’s entrenchments. Should they attempt 
to fupport that fortification, he doubted not of being able to 
bring on a general action; and if they remained tame fpec- 
tators of its fall, he could afterward coolly examine their 
fituation, and regulate accordingly his future operations. 
But obferving the enemy in fome confufion, he rathly 
changed his purpofe; and liftening only to the ardour of his 
courage, determined immediately to attack the French camp. 

With that view, orders were fent to the generals Townf- 
hend and Murray, to keep their divifions in readinefs for 
fording the river. Meantime, thirteen companies of Englith 
grenadiers, and part of the fecond battalion of Royal Ame-~ 
ricans, which had been firft landed, and directed to form 
upon the beach, until they could be properly fuftained, rufh- 
ed impetuoufly toward the enemy’s entrenchments ; as if, in - 


July 31. 


their ungovernable fury, they could have borne down every: 
thing before them. But they were met by fo ftrong and 
fteady a fire from the French mufquetry, that they were in- 
ftantly thrown into diforder, and obliged to feek fhelter in or 
behind the detached redoubt, which the enemy had aban- 
doned on their approach"*. ‘There they continued for fome. 


12. Letter from Gencral Wolfe to Mr. fecretary Pitt, in London Gazetie, 
Oxt. 65 1759 
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time, before they could repafs the river, expofed to a dreadful 
thunder-ftorm, and a more terrible ftorm of bullets, which 
proved fatal to many gallant officers, who fearlefsly expofed 
their perfons, in attempting to form the troops. And inftead 
of lamenting this early failure, though occafioned by inex- 
cufable precipitancy, and attended with the lofs of near five 
hundred brave men, we ought rather to confider it as a for- 
tunate event; for if the whole Britith army had been led on 
to the attack, there is reafon to believe, from the itrength of 
the French entrenchments, that the confequences would have 
been more fatal *?. 

Made fenfible, by this mortifying check, and the informa- 
tion connected with it, of the impracticability of approach- 
ing Quebec, on the fide of Montmorency, while the marquis 
de Montcalm chofe to maintain his ftation, Wolfe detached 
general Murray, with twelve hundred men in tranfports, to 
co-operate with admiral Holmes above the town, in en- 
deavouring to deftroy the French fhipping, and otherwife to 
diftrefs, and diftra@ the enemy, by defcents upon the banks 
of the river. In purfuance of thefe inftru€tions, Murray 
made two vigorous attempts to land on the northern fhore, 
but without fuccefs: in the third, he was more fortunate. 
By a fudden defcent at Chambaud, he burnt a valuable ma- 
gazine, filled with cloathing, arms, ammunition, and provi- 
fions. "That was a fervice of confiderable importance, 
though by no means adequate to his wifhes. The French 
fhips were fecured in fuch a manner as not to be approached 
either by the fleet or army. He therefore returned 
to the Britifh camp at the requeft of the commander 
in chief, in fome meafure difappointed, but with the confos 
Jatory intelligence, (received from his prifoners), ‘That 
“« Niagara was taken; that Ticonderoga and Crown Point 
‘© were abandoned; and that general Amher{t was employed 
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43, This is in fome meafure admitted by Wolfe himfelf, Id. ibid. 
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: _ This intelligence, aoerere YT, 
3 forded no proipedt of an ed | 
= ~ watted : apace ; and the. fervid Spirit of general ee 
“could not brook the moft diftant profpect of cenfure or dif-— 

}. eghriace, began to prey upon his naturally delicate conftitution. 
Confcious that the condué& of no leader can ever be honoured 
mea Si. “with true applaufe, unlefs gilded with fuccefs, he dreaded 
" alike to become the object of the pity or the {corn of his ca- 


pricious countrymen. His own high notions of military 
= . glory, the public hope, the good fortune of other com- 
ee _manders, all ‘turned inward upon him, and converted difap- 
t) ‘the fear of mifcarriage, ‘into a difeafe that 
‘threatened the diffolution of this tender frame. Though de- 
termined, as he declared in his difquiet, never to return to 


s England without accomplifhing his entérprife, he 
ept. 2 ae ‘ : . 
‘ fent to the miniftry a pathetic, and even defponding 


account of his fituation, in order feegiily to prepare the 
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: “minds of the people for the wortt *, ae 
— Having thus unburdened his mind, and fouena no adaik 
- the confequent relief, he called a council of his principal of- 
= oa ficers, in which it was refolved, That the future operations 
- . pe: = Should be above the town, in order to draw the French ge- 
= _ neral, if pofhible, from his impregnable pofition, and bring on 
nt os an engagement. ‘Fhe camp. at Montmorency was 
x accordingly abandoned; and the: whole Britith ar my 
a being embarked on board the fleet, part of it was landed at 


Point Levi, and part carried higher up the river. The good 

effects of this new fcheme were foon vifible. 
‘The marquis de Montcalm, apprehenfive that the invaders 
tA, orlhe aft airs of Great Britain, I know,” fays he, «© require the moft 

© vigorous meajfures; but then the courage of a handful of aie men fhould 


“ be exerted only Where there is fome prebabi Be of fuccefs 1”? Letter to Mr. 
Rae. wbi fi Sup. a a irs ae 
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ee stron their motions; and by that — 


means wea n army. Meantime a daring plan 
was formed by the three Englifh brigadier generals, and pre- 
fented to the commander in chief; namely a propofal for 
landing the troops in the night under the heights of Abra- 
ham, a little above the town, in hopes of p sigtent she the 
rugged afcent before morning. 


re Oo 


The very boldnefs of this plan, aes was conceived . 


while Wolfe was confined by ficknefs, recommended it to 
his generous and intrepid fpirit. The ftream was rapid, the 
{hore fhelving, the intended landing-place fo narrow as to 
be eafily miffed in the dark, and the fleep fo difficult as 


hardly to be afcended in the day-time, even without oppofi- — 
tion. The French general could not think that.a defcent 
would be attempted in defiance of fo many obftacles. It was 


effected, however, with equal judgment and vigour. Wolfe 
himfelf was one of-the frft who leaped on fhore. Colonel 


Howe, with the Highlanders and light infantry, led the way” 


up the dangerous precipice. All the troops vied with each 
other in emulating the gallant example; and the ri 
whole Britifh army had reached the fummit, and Ay 


was ranged. umler its proper officers, by break of day. 


Montcalm, as Wolfe had forefeen, when informed that — 


the invaders had gained the heights of Abraham, which in a 
manner command Quebec, could not at firft credit the alarm- 
ing intelligence. The afcent of an army by fuch a precipice 
exceeded all his ideas of military enterprife. He believed it 


‘to be only a feint, magnified by report, in order to induce . 
him’ to abandon his ftrong poft. Bvt when convinced of its” 


reatity, he no longer hefitated what courfe to purfue; when 
he found that a battle could not piudently be avoided, he 
bravely refolved to hazard one, and immediately put his 
“troops in motion for that purpofe: 
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No fooner did general Wolfe perceive the enemy crofing 
the river St. Charles, than he began to form his own line, 
whith confifted of fix battalions and the Louifburg grena- 
diers. The right wing was commanded by general Monk- 
ton, and the left by general Murray. Colonel Howe, with 


‘the light infantry, fecured the rear; and as the marquis de 


Montcalm advanced in fuch a manner as to fhew his inten-— 
tion’ was to out-flank the left of the Englifh army, general 
"Townshend was fent thither with the regiment of Amherft, 
which he formed ex potence, fo as to prefent a double front 
to the enemy. The body of referve confifted of one regi- 
ment, drawn up in eight fubdivifions, with large intervals. 

The difpofition of the French army was no lefs mafterly. 
The right wing was compofed of half the colony troops, 
two battalions of European foldiers, and a body of Indians. 
The centre confifted of a column formed of two other batta- 
lions of regulars ; and one battalion of regulars, with the 
remainder of the colony-troops, fecured the left wing. The 
bufhes and corn-felds in the enemy’s front were filled with 
fifteen hundred of their beft markfmen, who kept up an ir- 
regular galling fire, which proved fatal to many brave Bri= 
tiih officers. 

That fire was the more fev erely felt, as the Britith troops 
were ordered to keep up theirs. ‘This they did with great 
patience and fortitude, until the French main body advanced 
within forty yards of their line. Then they poured in, at a 
general difcharge, a thick fhower of bullets, which took full- 
effect, and made terrible havock among the enemy’s ranks. 
Nor did any relaxion of vigour take place. The Britith 
fire was fupported with the fame power it had been begun ; 
and the enemy every where yielded to it. But in the mo- 
ment when the fortune of the field began to declare itfelf, 
general Wolfe, who was prefling on at the head of the gre- 
nadiers, received a fatal bullet in his breaft, and fell in the: 
arms of victory. 


ahead 


a 


Be Ss 


’ 


a 
’ 


Ler. XXXIV.] MODERN EUROPE. 419 


Inftead of being difconcerted by the lofs of their com- 
mander, every feparate regiment of the Britifh army feemed 
to exert itfelf for the honour of its own particular charaGter, 
as well as the glory of the whole. While the grenadiers 
took vengeance with their bayonets, general Murray brifkly: 
advanced with the troops under his direCtion, and broke the 
centre of the French army. Then it was that the High- 
landers drawing their broad fwords, completed the confufion 
of the enemy ; and falling upon them with refiftlefs fury, 
drove the fugitives with great flaughter toward the gity of 
Quebec, or under certain fortifications which the Canadians 
had raifed on the banks of the river St. Charles. 

The other divifions of the Britifh army did not behave 
with lefs gallantry. Colonel Howe, with part of the light 
infantry, having taken poft behind a fmall copfe, fallied out 
frequently upon the flanks of the enemy, during their fpirit- 
ed attack on the other part of his divifion, and often drove 
them into heaps, while brigadier general TTownfhend advan- 
ced againit their front; fo that the French general’s, defign 
of turning the left flank of the Englith army was totally de- 
feated. But the gallant officer, who had fo remarkably con- 
tributed to this fervice, was fuddenly called to a more import- 
ant ftation, in confequence of a new difafter. General 
Monkton,- who had fucceeded general Wolfe, according to 
the order of military precedehcy, being dangeroufly wound- 
ed, the chief command devolved upon Townfhend, as next 
in feniority. On receiving the melancholy news, he haften- 
ed to the centre; and finding the troops fomewhat difordered _ 
in the ardour of purfuit, he formed them again with all poffi- 
ble celerity. . Fhat a& of generalfhip, however, was fcarce 
completed, when M. de Bougainville, with a body of two 
thoufand freth troops, appeared in the rear of the victorious 
army. He had begun his march from Cape Rouge, a con- 
fiderable way up the river, as foon as he received intelligence 
that the Britith forces had gained the heights of Abraham. 
But fortunately the main body of the French army was, by — 
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The remainder of their arniy, unable to: kee; the ds re- 
| tired firtt to Point au Tremble, and afterward to Trois ne 
vieres and Montreal. © ‘ge aS Bieta sgt 
The lofs of the Englifh, with refpeee to. numbers, 
very” inconfiderable’: both the killed and wounded did 
exceed five hundred men. But the death of general Wolfe 
was a national misfortune,’ and accompanied. with circum- 
ftances fufficiently interefting to merit a particular detail. 
He firft received a fhot in the writk 5 but wrapt a handker- 


chief round his” arm, and encour “his men to advance, 


without difcovering the leaft difcompofure. He next receiv- 
ed a fhot in the groin, which he alfo concealed. Even after 
the mortal bullet had pierced his. breaft, he fuffered himfelf 
unwillingly to be carried behind the ranks. Under all the 
agonies of appro ing diffolution, his anxiety for the for- 
tune of the: field continued ; and when told that the French 
army was ‘totally routed, and fled on all fides, « Then,” faid 
he, “I am happy !”—and inftantly expired, in a kind of pa-= 
triotic tranfport, which feemed “to diffufe over his darkening: 
countenance an air of exultation and triumph. 


Wolfe, at the age of thirty-five, to all the fervour of fpirit, - 


eee the liberality of fentiment, the humanity, generofity, and en- 
-_ larged views of the hero, united no inconfiderable fhare of 
_ the prefence of mind and military fkill that conftitute the 
“great commander. He needed only years and opportunity 
of ation, to place him on a level with the moft celebrated 
generals of a age or nation; to moderate his ardour, ex= 
“35. Letter from brigadier-general. Townfhend to Mr, Secretary Pit i om 
London Gazette, O&%. 17, 1759. Knox's Campaigns, vol. ii, 
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pand Fate his intuitive p perception and 
{eientific nowled tt = sy of judgment perfected 
by experience. — + | ME haya’ 

M onteal m, the French general, was not inferionto h his anta- 
goni ot oe talents, ‘Though lefs fortunate in t the 
laft {cene, of his life, he ‘had often been victorious ; and he 
made the moft judicious difpofitions that human prudence 
could fuggeft, both before the battle of Quebec, and during 
the engagement. Nor w rere his dying words lefs remarkable 
than thofe of Wolfe. «Iam glad of it |” faid he, when i in- 
formed that his wound was mortal ; and on et: told he 
could furvive only a few hours, he gallantly replied, * So 
«© much ‘the better !—I fhall not then live to fee the furren 
66 der of Quebec *°,” a . 

That event, as the illuftrious Montcalm forge was not 
diftant. Five days after the victory gained in its neighbour- 
hood, the city of Quebec furrendered to the Eng- 
lith fleet and army, which were preparing for a 
grand attack. By the articles of capitulation, the inhabit-’” 
ants were to be protected in the free exercife of their religion, 
and in the full enjoyment of their civil rights, until a genes 
ral peace fhould decide their future condition’. Thus v was 
the capital of New France reduced under the dominion of | 
Great Britain, after an arduous campaign of about three 
months ; and, all circumftances confidered, perhaps there 
never was a naval and military enterprife condu€ted with 
more fteady perfeverance, or diftinguifhed by more vigour 
and ability. 

While the Britifh generals were thus making rapid firides 
toward the final conqueft of the French empire in America, 
M. de Lally, the French governor-general in the Eaft Indies, 
threatened with utter fubjeCtion the Englith fettlements in 
the Carnatic. Having reduced Fort St. David and Cudalore, 
2s alread, related, his next attempt et Migies the 

x6, Knox’s Campaigns, vol, ike 17. London Gazette, ubi fup. 


Vou. V. YX principal 


ir RS 


Sept. 18, 


j 
’ 


er 
a . ry 
5 4 


| ed ie eee eee See ee | ee te a4 mit 
« : 
€ “i hl cas 


322. 
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place was re larly . invefted | 1. Europea 

troops, Bit 8 C ‘body of Sepoy e but flender 
garrifon had,made every, pol eat 
a diftance. , And t governor Pigot, and 
the > perfeverin ne! er colonel Lawrences 


and other gallant « officers, it as enabled to hold: ‘out gill the. 
arrival of “fuccours. On the appearance of captain Kempen- 
felt in the Queenborough man of war, and the company’s, 


thip. § venge, with a reinforcement ifn fix hundred 
from ae England, the F rench general found himfelf, hie 


| neceflity. of raifing the fiege ; greatly mortified and enraged 


at a difappointment, which blafted all his fanguine. shapes of 
expelling the Englith from the peninfula of Indoftan. 

The Britith f forces in. the Carnatic, though ftill inferior to 
thofe of the enemy in numbers, now took the field;in differ- 
ent divifions, and reduced fucceflively the Fr ench fettlements. 
of Mafulipatam and Conjeyeram. Major Brereton, how- 
ever, unhappily failed in a, rafh but vigorous attack upon. 


Vandivath, He was repulfed. with, the lofs of two hundred. 


men. But Vandivath was afterward reduced, and alfo Car~ 
nagolly,, by colonel Coote, who had fuperfeded Brereton in 
the command of the Britith forces. This able officer brave-. 
ly maintained-his conqueft, and defeated a ftrong. army under 
general Lally, who made a bold attempt to regain poffeffion 
of the difputed fettlement, 

The battle of, Vandiyafh was accompanied ih feveral , 
circumftances fuficiently interefting to merit a defcription. 
General Lally being early deferted by his whole body of ca- 
valry, in confequence of a brifk. cannonade, put himfelf, at. 
the head of his line of infantry, and impetuoufly rufhed into 
action. Colonel Coote coolly received the enemy at the 
head of his own regiment, which he had formed in_a line, 
oppofed obliquely to theirs. Nor did he alter his difpofition, 
although they did. After two difcharges, the regiment of 
Lorrain vigoroufly prefled on, in the form of a column, 
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‘conflid: was followed y another, no ete ody, 
whi lly decided the fortune of the day. As { on as 
Gdlonél Coote could réftrain the ardour of his own victe 
battalion, he rode along the line, and ordered major 0 
to advance with Draper’s regiment (the colonel having re- 
turned to England for the recovery of his health) ‘and lke 
poffeffion of a fortified | vhich the enemy { feemed to have 
abandonéd. In making this effort, the major was mortally’ 
wounded, but not before he faw that the poft was gained, 
«* Follow your blow !” faid he greatly, to fome of the fol- 
diers, who offered to affift him; “and leave me to my 
« fate 1” 

That fervice was gallantly performed by major Monfon, 
who now fucceeded to the command of Draper’s | Tegiment. 
In vain did M. de Buffy attempt to recover the dear-carned 
poft, at the head of the regiment of Lally ; in vain, to main- 
tain the combat ‘on the plain.” His horfe being fhot under 
him, he was made prifoner, in leading on to the push, of the 
bayonet the few troops that preferved any countenance, 
Major Monfon rectived his fword. The regiment of Lally 
was utterly broken; and the French general, having loft fix 
hundred men, was happy to fave the wreck of his army, by 
abandoning his eamp to the viétors**, The routed infantry 
formed behind the cavalry, which had recovered from their 
panic, and the flight was conducted with fome degree of 
order, 

} +9. Orme, Hi. Indoft. book xii. 
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__ Nor were thefe the only achievemen nts of the Britith fotces 
in the Eat Indies, in the 3 eae “memorable year. 
During the progrefs of cll Co on the coaft of Coro- 


mandel, admiral Pococke, with an a ior force, defeated the 


French ‘fleet, under M. d’ Aché, in a tid and defperate en- 
gagement, though without capturing any thips. Surat, a 
place of great confequence on the coaft of Malabar, was 
taken by a detachment from the Englith fettlement of Bom- 
bay. The French factory there was deftroyed; and, on 
the oppofite fide of the peninfula, the Dutch were chaftifed, 
for attempting to acquire an afcendancy in Bengal. 
Thefe avaricious republicans, whofe grafping fpirit no 
principles can moderate, no treaties re{train, become ppralons 


= of the growth of the Englifh power in the Eaft Indies, and, 


enraged at the lofs of certain branches of trade, which they had 
been accuftomed to monopolize, formed a confpiracy for the 
extirpation of their rivals, as atrocious as that of Amboyna. 
In confequence of this confpiracy (in which the French and 
the nabob of Bengal are fuppofed to have been engaged), the 


government. of Batavia, under pretence of reinforcing their 


fettlement at Chincura, fent an armament of feven fhips, and 
thirteen hundred Jand-forees, up the river Hughley. The 
troops were landed near Tannah Fort, and a detachment 
from Chincura advanced to meet them. Meantime colonel 
Forde, who had been appointed to watch their motions, at 
the head of the troops of the Englifh Eaft India company, 
gave battle firft to the detachment and afterward to the main 
body ; defeated both ; killed four hundred and forty men, 
and imade all the fugitives prifoners. About the fame time, 
three Englifh Haft India fhips (armed and manned for defpe- 
rate fervice) gave battle to the Dutch fquadron, and obliged 
the whole io ftrike, after an obftinate engagement 79, . 
Seeing their armament thus humbled, the factory at Chin- 


: ee. o 
13. Compared Resations of the hoftile attempt of the Dutch in Bengal, 
tcanfmitted to the Eaft India Houfe. 
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cura agr Red to fuch Bee the government of Calcutta 
thought proper toi e% aiming all knowledge of hoftile 


intentions. Similar proteftations were made by the States- 
general i in Europe; and the Britifh miniftry, though by no 
means convinced of their good faith? feted to adinit their 

apology. The bahitement inflicted, though neceffary for 


elf-defence, wasjakought fufficiently fevere to operate as a 
. correction. as 
Every where victorious by land, and crowned with con- 


7 


queft at bos extremities of the earth, the fuccefs of the Bri- 
tifh arms in Europe was no lefs fplendid by fea. -Ellated 
with their advantage at St. Cas, the French talked loudly « of 


retaliating the infults on their coafts, by invading, at the fame ~ 


time, Great Britain and Ireland in three different places. 


Their miniftry, embarraffed by the failure of public credit,’ 


were happy to indulge the national vanity. Large bodies 
of troops were accordingly affembled on the coafts of the 
Channel ; men of war and tranfports were colleéted, and 


flat-bottomed boats prepared at the principal fea-ports. A 


fmall armament, faid to be deftined for the invafion of Scot- 
land, was to fail from Dunkirk, under the conduct of M. de 


Thurot, who had greatly ciftinguifhed hin (elf as the com-' 


mander of a privateer ; that, fuppofed to be defigned againft 
Ireland, was to fail from Vannes, in Lower Britanny ; the 
land forces to be commanded by the duke d’Aguillon, and 


the fleet, which was preparing at Breft, by M. de Conflans ; 


while the troops intended for the invafion of England, if any 
fuch intention ever exifted, were to fail from Havre de 
Grace, and other ports on the coaft of Normandy, in flat 
bottomed boats, and land’in the night, under able comman- 
ders on the oppofite fhore. er 

- Yn order to defeat the purpofe of thefe boafted armaments, 
‘an Englith fquadron, under commodore Boys, was ftationed 
off Dunkirk ; the port of Havre de Grace was guarded, and 
the town fuccefstully bombarded, by rear-admiral Rodney ; 
Sir Edward Hawke, with a formidable force, blocked up the 
C : ; y 3 harbour 
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harbour of “Bret, where the, rench. fleet, under Conflans, 
Jay in readinefs to conduét, as as as fuppofed, the tranfports 


ae 2 


and flat-bottomed boats ‘belo onging to. the grand armament ; - 


anda fall {quadron, detached from that under Hawke, 


hovered on the coaft of Britanny. Thefe precautions were , 
continued during the whole fummer. All the ports sof F rance 
in the Channel. were under an actual blockade; and the pro- 
jected invafions, in -confequence of this reftraint, feemed to 
be laid: afide by the French miniftry, till the month of. Augutt, : 
when, the battle of Minden, having baffled all their defigns 
upon Hanover, they turned their attention ferioufly toward 
their naval/armaments. ©. A . - 

In the mean time admiral Bofcawen, who commnanded the 
Britith fleet in the Mediterranean, was employed in blocking 
up, in the harbour of Toulon, a French fquadron, under 
M. de la Clue, defigned to affift, as was believed, in the de- 
{cents upon the coafts of Great Britain and Ireland. But 
Bofcawen finding it neceffary to return to Gibraltar to ca- 
reen, M. de la Clue took that, opportunity to attempt to pafs 
the Straits, and had nearly accomplifhed his purpofe, when 
he was difcovered by the Englifh admiral; purfued, and 
overtaken, on Auguft 18, off Cape Lagos, on the coaft of 
Portugal. The {quadrons were nearly equal in force; the 
French confifted of twelye, and the Englifh of fourteen thips 
of the line. The French, however, made but a feeble refift. 
ance. The admiral’s fhip, named the Ocean, of eighty guns, 
and the Redoutable, of feventy-four guns, were deftroyed ; 
andthe Temeraire of twenty-four, and the Modefte of fixtyr 
four guns, were taken *° 

This difafter did not Sioa the French miniftry from 


their projected invafions. ‘The greateft preparations were 


made at Breft and Rochfort; and the long-negle&ted Pretend- 
er, again flattered and careffed, is faid to haye remained in 
the neighbourhood. of Vannes, in difguife, in order once. 


20. Bofcawen’s Letter, in London Gazette, Sept. 7; 17592 
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more to hazard his 
dominions of his anc te 35 te 

of France. | Happily the execution of that - eme, which 
might have produced much ¢onfufion, was prevented, by the 


vigilance of Sir Edward Hawke, pr ys feafou | of action was 


paft. But the French, in their ardour, feemed to difregard 


the courfe of the feafons and the rage of bs ‘cléments. The. 


Englith fleet being driven off the coaft of France by a vio- 
Tent ftorm; pS put to fea’ with twenty- -one fail of the 
Ting ‘and a eae and threw the inhabitants of Great 
Britain: ind Ir 
But their alarm was only for a moment. 
Sir Edward Hawke, who had taken fhelter in’ ‘Torbay, 
alfo put to fea with twenty-two {hips of the line, and camé 
up with the enemy between Belleifle and Cape Quiberon. 
‘The French admiral, being on his own coaft, with which he 
was perfectly well acquainted, and not chufing openly to 


Se, iy 


hazard a battle or expofe Himielt to the difgrace of a re-". 


treat, attempted to take advantage of a lee-fhore, fown thick 
with rocks and fhoals)s Among thefe he hoped to remain 
fecure, or to profit by the temerity of his antagonift. He 
accordingly colleéted his fleet under the land, Hawke faw 
the danger, and determined to brave it ; though, in fo doing, 
he perhaps obeyed the dictates of his own impetuous cou: 
sage rather than thofe of a prudent forefight. While his 
fleet remained entire, he was at all times equal to the import- 
ant charge with which he was entrufted by his fovereign, 
the proteétion of the Britifh kingdoms ; but, thould it be de- 
ftroyed by fortuitous means, the confequences might prove 
very diftrefling to his country. Happily, on this occafion, 
the Englifh admiral, whofe honeft mind was not the moft 
enlightened, and whofe lion-heart had never liftened to the 
cautious fuggeftions of fear, being little acquainted with con- 
Sequential reafoning, paid lefs regard to the poflible difafter, 
sg than td the eropubllicy of acquiting a complete victory, 
aad effentially ferving his country, by the deftruction of the 


x 4 | French: 


nd ihto the utmoft terror and * coiifterniation. , 
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French fleet. Regardlefs of every peril, he Tore down with 
full fail upon. the enemy, about two giclock i in the 
afternoon, and ordered the pilot to lay his own fhip, 
the Royal George, along-fide of that of the French admiral, 
named the Royal Sun. 
_ The pilot reprefented the poe oleic nou a By this 
«¢ remonftrance,” faid Hawke, “ you have done your duty :. 
« now execute my orders, and I will endeavour to do mine.” 
He reluctantly obeyed. Conflans did not decline the com- 
bat ; but a French captain, with the gallantry peculiar to his 
nation, threw himfelf betweeen the two admirals. One 
broadfide from the Royal George, and a high fea, fent his 
noble fhip, called the Thefée, with him and all his crew, to 
the bottom. The Superbe fhared the fame fate. The For- 
midable ftruck her colours. The Royal Sun drove a-ihore, 
and was burnt by her own people, as the Hero was by the 
Britifh feamen. The Jufte funk at the mouth of the Loire. 
Unfortunately, however, a tempeftuous night, which faved 
the French fleet from utter ruin, proved fatal to two Englifh 
Ships of the line. They ran upon a fand-bank, and were ir- 
retrievably loft. But all the men, and part of the ftores, 
were faved ?". 

This juftly celebrated victory, which broke the boafted 
effort of the naval power of France, freed the inhabitants of 
South Britain from all the apprehenfions of an invafion. 
But the people of North Britain were ftill kept under alarm. 
The famous adventurer Thurot had got out of Dunkirk a” 
little before Conflans left Breft. His fquadron confifted of 
one thip of forty-four guns, named the Belleifle, in ho- 
mour of the French minifter; three frigates of thirty guns 
each, and one of twenty-four; the whole carrying about 
twelve hundred land-forces. 

With this force Thurot failed into the North Sea, and 


Ov. 20, 


2x. Sir Edward Hawke’s Letter, in London Gazette, Nov. 30, 1759, and 
information afterward received relative to the action, 
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fhewed a difpofition to land on the coaft of Scotland, in the 
neighbourhood of Aberdeen: but being purfued by commo- 
dore Boys, he was obliged to take fhelter in Gottenburg in 
Sweden, and afterward in Bergen in Norway. During thefe 
voyages, in an inclement feafon, his men became fickly, his 
fhips were greatly fhattered, and he loft company with one of 
them. . He determined, however, to attempt fomething wor- 
‘thy of his former exploits, before he returned to France. 
Nor was he void of hopes of yet co-operating with Conflans, 
with whofe defeat he was unacquainted. He accordingly 
failed for the coaft of Ireland, and made himfelf mafter of 
Carrickfergus. Having there victualled his fhips, pillaged 
the town, and got certain intelligence of the ruin of the 
French fleet, he again put to fea, and fteered his courfe 
homeward. But he was fwiftly purfued by captain Elliot, 
in the Aolus frigate of thirty-fix guns, accompanied by the 
Pallas, and Brilliant, of thirty-two guns each, and overtaken 
near the Ile of Man. The force on both fides py, 2g. 
was nearly equal: the commanders were rivals 4+ D- 1760. 
in valour and naval fkill; the crews were tried; and the 
engagement that took place was obftinate and bloody. The 
death of the gallant ‘Thurot determined the conteft. The 
Belleifle ftruck her colours, and the whole French fquadron 
inftantly followed her example ** ? 
Thefe naval victories, with the conquefts acquired by the 
Britifh arms in North America, and in the Eaft and Weft 
Indies, in a word, wherever fhipping could give a fuperiority, 
fufficiently pointed out to the intelligent part of the nation the 
true line of future hoftilities, and the madnefs of perfifting in 
the profecution of a ruinous German war. Yet was it refolv- 
ed, by the popular adminiftration, not only to profecute that 
war, but to make. it the fupreme object during the enfuing 
campaign. ‘Three millions fterling were accordingly grant- 
ed, by parliament, in fubfidies, to German princes, be- 
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fide the enormous fupplies demanded for maintaining twenty~ 
five thoufand Britith troops in: ‘Weltphaliay And all thefe 
troops and fubfidies, it muft be owned, were neceflary for 
the defence of the electorate of Hanover, and in order to 
enable the king of Pruffia to:fupport his declining fortune 
againft the Auftrians, Ruffians, Swedes, and the Army of the 
Empire... But why the people of Great Britain fhauld bur- 
then themfelves, for fuch purpofes;-with between'five-and fix 
millions of debt annually, is a queftion that no good citizen 
could anfwer with temper, and which a quiet fubje&t would 
not chufe to inveftigate. It will, therefore, be enough to 
fay, That fuch: was the: with. of the: monarch,.and the: wilt 
of the minifter, who governed the. populace and. the: par- 
liament with abfolute fway; and who had. the. addrefs 
» to convince both, That it would be ungenerous in: Great 
Britain, and. unworthy of her glory, to defert an illuf- 
trious ally in diftreis, after having encouraged him to’ en- 
gage in fo arduous a f{truggle ;: or to permit the electoral do~ 
minions of her*fovereign, how fmall foever their value) to 
fall into the hands of an enemy whom fhe had vanquifhed in 
every other part of the world. pes 
The people of France were’ no lefs generous to their 
king. As the ordinary refources of the: fate had failed, the 
principal nobility and gentry, in imitation of his example, 
threw their: plate into the public treafury, in order te:enable 
him to fupport-with vigour the war in'Germany ; confcious 
that the ftrength of the kingdom could there, on its own 
frontier, be exerted to the greateft advantage, and that of 
Great Britain with the leaft effect. The French:army in 
-'Weftphalia was accordingly augmented to’ one: hundred 
thoufand men, under the duke de Broglio, now honoured 
with a marefchal’s ftaff, and entrufted. with. the chief come 
mand; while an inferior army, confifting: of near thirty 
thoufand. good troops, was. formed upon Re Rhine, wndeR 
the count de St. Germain. 
The allied army, under prince Ferdinand, was lef nume- 
+ 1 SaPehre 
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yous than that under Broglio, but the troops were in better 
condition. The-allies, however, yery prudently acted chiefly 
on the defenfive. Yet if Broglio and St. Germain had not 
quarrelled, and come to an open rupture, in confequence of 
which the latter left the fervice, prince Ferdinand. would 
have found himfelf under the nece‘iity of hazarding a gene- 
yal ation, or of fuffering himfelf to be furrounded. Before 
this quarrel, which happened. about the middle of the cam- 
paign, and difconcerted all their plan of operations, the pros 
grtefs of the French arms had been very rapid, Broglio, pay= 
ing no regard'to the places of ftrength poffeffed by the allies 
in his front, pufhed into the landgraviate of Heffe with the 
grand army, leaving detachments to reduce the caitles. of 
Marpurg and Dillenburg; while. St. Germain penetrated 
through the duchy of Weftphalia, and the two armies forms 
eda junction near a place called Corbach, on the tenth of 
July. 
“Ignorant of this junction, and defirous. to Pinal it, 
prince Ferdinand, who had fallen back with thevallied army 
from. Fitzlar, and was retreating toward the river Dymel, 
fent.the hereditary prince, with a ftrong detachment, before 
him.to Ssxeahiuten; where he meant to encamp, Continu- 
ing to advance, that gallant youth found a body of French 
troops formed near Corbach ; and concluding them to be St. 
Germain’s van-guard, as they did not feem to exceed ten 
battalions, and fifteen {quadrons, he attacked them with great 
fury. But the French ftood their ground with frmnefs ; and 
being continually reinforced with frefh troops from the 
main army, the hereditary prince was obliged to retire in 
fome diforder, and with confiderable lofs*3, A few days 
after, however, he feverely retaliated upon the enemy, by 
furprifing a French detachment, under M. Glaubitz, at 
Ermfdorff. Befide killing a great number of all ranks, and 
taking ‘their artillery and baggage, he made the commander 
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in chiek with one hundred and’ ea wetvov a officers, and 
two thoufand two > hundred and eighiry-1 pave men, eye 
foners of war ?4-) ! FEMA 

. During thefe tranfaCtions, the idakebidel Broglio 1 remained 
encamped on the heights of Corbach. ~ And the chevalier de 
Muy, who had fucceeded the count de St. Germain, as fe- 
cond in command, having paffed the Dymel at Stadtbergen, 
with thirty-five thoufand men (being the referve of the 
French army), and extended this body along the banks of 
that river, in order to cut off the communication of ‘the allies 
with Wefiphalia, prince Ferdinand alfo paffed the Dymel to 
give him battle. He accordingly ordered the hereditary 
prince-and general Sporcken, who had reconnoitred the pofi- 
tion of the enemy; advantageoufly potted near Warburg, to 
turn their left wing, while he himfeif advanced againft their 
centre, on the thirty-firft day of July, with the main body of 


the allied army. Thus attacked in flank and rear, and in 


danger of being furrounded, the French, after a fmart en- 
gagement, retired with precipitation toward Statberg, leaving 
on the field about fifteen hundred men dead “or dangeroufly 
wounded. About an equal number were made prifoners' in 
the purfuit, by the Bi itifh cavalry. The lofs of the allies was 
very inconfiderable *5. 

By this advantage, which infured to ‘him the command of 
the Wefer and the Dymel, prince Ferdinand was enabled to’ 
maintain his communication with Weftphalia, and to pre- 
vent the French, from penetrating deeply into the ele€torate 
of Hanover. But in order to obtain thefe important ends, 
he was under the neceffity, notwithftanding his fuccefs, of 
facrificing the whole landgraviate of Heffe. "The enemy even 
reduced Gottingen and Munden, in the dominions of his Bri-~ 
tannic majefty, while the people of England were célebrat- 
ing with bonfires and illuminations the victory obtained by 
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their iin, which vas immediately followetl phe all the appee 


Tent confequences ofadefeat.. 

Prince Ferdinand, however, teghoitil ‘of appearances, 
continued to occupy Warburg, for more than a month after 
the battle ; and’ the duke de Broglio, over-awed by fo’ com- 
manding a pofition, attempted nothing farther of any confe- 
quence during the campaign. In the mean time the heredi-_ 
tary prince undertook a rambling expedition’ to the Lower 
Rhine, and laid fiege to Wefel. But he was defeated near 
the convent of Campen, on the fixteenth of O&ober, by a 


- body of. French troops, under M. de Caftries, and phe to 


return with the lofs of near two thoufand brave men; 
cluding killed, wounded, prifoners, and thofe who ig af 
fatigue*®. Soon after this fevere check, both armies went 


“into. winter-quarters; the French being Jeft in poffeffion of 


Heffe, and of the whole country eaftward of the Wefer; to 
the frontiers of .the.eletorate of Hanover. -The Britith 
troops were cantoned in the bifhopric of Paderborn, where 
they fuffered great hardfhips from {carcity of forage and 
provifions.. Few campaigns, between armies fo numerous 
and well appointed, have been more barren of memorable 
events. . 

The king of Pruffia, as ufyal, was more ative than the 
general of the allies; and the defperate ftate of his affairs 
required, the moft vigorous exertions. He began the cam- 
paign; however, on a. defenfive plan.’ Having paffed the 
winter in Saxony, he took pofleflion of a very ftrong camp, - 
between. the Elbe:and the Mulda, in the month of April: 
This camp he fortified in every place that was acceflible, 
and mounted the works with two hundred and fifty pieces of 
cannon. By thefe means. he was enabled to maintain his 
ground againft the grand Auftrian army, under marefchal 


Daun, whofe whole attention he engaged, and at the fame 
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time to fend a ftrong eabifor deem to his brother Henrys 
without expofing himfelf to any danger. 

Prince Henry had affembled an army near Frankfort on 
the Oder, where he took various pofitions, in order to op= 
pofe the Ruffians, and to protect Silefia and the New 
Marche of Brandenburg, which were threatened by different 
bodies of the enemy. Fouquet, another Pruffian general; 
had eftablifhed his quarters in the neighbourhood of Glatz. 


And whilft he covered Silefia on that fide, he kept up a 


communication with prince Henry, and was fo pofted as to 
fend to or receive fuccours from him, as either party fhould 
happen to be preffed. 
Military {cience could not pethaps have devifed a more 
complete defenfive fyftem. But the wifeft precautions may 
be éluded by cunning; or difconcerted by enterprife. Gene 
ral Laudolin, the moft enterprifing of all the Auftrian coms 


. manders, having quitted his camp in Bohemia (where he had 


pafted the winter), with a ftrong but light and difencumber- 
ed army, threatened alternately Silefia and the New Marche 


- of ‘Brandenburg ; Breflaw, Berlin, and Schweidnitz. At length 


» 


he feemed to fix upon the latter; and general Fouquet, de- 
ceived by the artful feint, marched: to Schweidnitz with the 
main body of his troops, and left Glatz uncovered. 

No fooner did Laudohn perceive, that this ftratagem had 
fucceeded, than he made ufe of another, and with equal fuc= 
cefs. He took poffeffion of Landthut, which he difcovered 
a defign of fecuring, and left there a fmall body of troops. 
Fouquet, alarmed at fo unexpected a movement, quitted 
Schweidnitz with precipitation, and drove the Auftrians from 
Landfhut with great eafe. Meanwhile Laudohn had madé 
himfelf mafter of feveral important paffes, by which he was, 
in fome méafure, enabled to futround the litle army under 
Fouquet, ‘The Pruffian general did every thing pofhible, in 
fuch circumftances, to defend himfelf againft a fuperior ene- 


my- But all his efforts were ineffectual. The Auftrians 


attacked 
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attacked his entrenchments with irrefiftible fury | and he 
himfelf having received. two oe wounds; and four thou- 


fand of his troops. Kein n, the remains of his army; 
amounting to feven thoufand men, threw down their arms 
on the field; and furrendered prifoners of war. The reduc- 
tion of Glatz, on. which Laudchn fell like a thunder-bolt; 
was the immediate confequence of this decifive viGtory *7. . 

The king of Pruffia’s defenfive plan feemed now to be 
entirely ruined, One of his three armies was deftroyed, and. 
the victorious Laudohn was ready to lay fiege to Breflaw, 
where he expected to be joined by the Ruffians, and enabled 
to complete the conqueft of Silefia, the great object of the 
war, His Pruffian majefty faw the danger, and while the 
fortitude of his fpirit determined him to méet_ it without 
fhrinking, his daring geuius led him to hope, that the moft 
important advantages might be drawn from the very bofem 
of misfortune. He accordingly quitted his ftrong camp ort 
the frontiers of Saxony, and directed his march toward Si- 
lefia.. Marefchal Daun purfued the fame -route, and. by 
forced marches got the ftart of his heroic i seca who 
was more dilatory than ufual. 

The Auftrian general had reached Gorlitz, and was puth- 
ing on to Lauban, when the gallant Frederick received the 
agreeable intelligence of his rapid progrefs, and, by one of the 
boldeft acts of generalfhip recorded. in the annals of war, 
wheeled into. the oppofite dire€tion; repaffed the Spree near 
Bautzen, and threw himfelf. unexpectedly before Drefden. His 
appearance ftruck. the garrifon like the {pringing of a mine. 
But Macguire, the governor, being an officer of courage and 
experience, not only refufed to furrender the place, but re- 
folyed to defend.it.to the: lait, extremity ; and as it had been 
ftrengthened by feveral additional fortifications, {ince it had 
fallen into the hands of the Auftrians, it baffled all the de- 
fperate affaults of the Pruffians, and gloriouily held out 
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againft every mode of attack, until marefchal Daun returned 
from Silefia, and obliged the king to relinquith an 
rae te enterprife, which deferved to have bse. crowned 
with the moft brilliant fuccefs *° 
Chagrined at his sii peominent the Pruffian monarch 
offered battle to Daun; but that cautious commander pru- 
dently declined the challenge, and took every meafure to 
render an attack impracticable. In the mean time general 
Laudohn, having completed his preparations, laid fiege to 
Breflaw, and attempted to intimidate the governor and the 
inhabitants into an immediate capitulation, by a 
pompous difplay of his ftrength. He fet forth, 
That his forces confifted of fifty battalions and eighty fqua- 
drons; that the Ruffian army, amounting to feventy-five 
thoufand men, was within three days march ; that it was in 
vain for the governor to expeét fuccour from the king of 
Prufia, then on the other fide of the Elbe, and ftill more 
vain to look for relief from prince Henry, who muft fink 
beneath the {word of the Ruffians, if he attempted to ob- 
ftruct their progrefs. And he declared that the garrifon 
muft expect no terms, nor the inhabitants any favour, if they 


July 30. 


attempted to hold out. 

Finding all his threats ineffectual, as the governor’s reply 
was firm and manly, Laudohn endeavoured to put them in 
execution. He tried to carry the town by affault, while he 
thundered upon it, from an immenfe artillery, a fhower of 
bombs and red-hot bullets. But the affault failed; and the _ 
awful bombardment affected only the wretched inhabitants, 
on whom it fell like the vengeance of Heaven. At length an 


28, It will detract little from the merit of this enterprife, to fuppofe, as has 
been infinuated, That the king of Pruffia had an intention to march into 
Silefia, till he found that Daun had got the ftart of him. But, if fuch had 
been really his purpofe, there is no reafon to fuppofe he would have permitted 
Daun to gain upon him a march of two days; as, on every other oecafion, he 
exceeded the Auftrians in the celerity of his motions, And his return was ins 
finitely more rapid than his advance, 
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y_ was feen, and tlemoloss hope and fies. 85 fear 
by turns, the hearts of the diftracted citizens ! —but 
it was not an army of Ruffians. A deliverer ap- ° 
peared in the perfon of prince Henry, whofe pecu- 
liar fortune i it was, with a happy conformity to his beneficent 
difpofition, more frequently to fave than to deftroy. He had 


Aug. Be 


marched one hundred and twenty miles in five days, with all | 


his artillery and bage age. The Auftrians abandoned the 
_ fiege on his approach *°. | 

‘But the rapid march of prince ee and the subir of 
Breflaw, feemed only to retard for a moment the final ruin 
-of the king of Praffia’s affairs. Laudohn, lately vi€torious, 
and ftill formidable, though obliged to retire before the royal 
brother, kept Schweidnitz and Neifs under blockade, and 
anxioufly Waited the arrival of the Ruffians ; when he hoped _ 
not only to receive ihe fubmiffion of thofe two places, but to 
return to the fiege of the capital, and complete at one blow 
the couquen of Silefia. 

The main body of the Ruffian ve my, under count Caernie 
chew, had a€tualiy reached the frontiers of that province, 
and wanted only a few days’ unobftructed march to form the 
much feared and defired junction. Another body of Ruflians 
had entered Pomerania, where the Pruffian forces did not 
exceed five thoufand horfe and foot; and threatened to inveft 
Colberg; while the Swedes refumed their operations in the 
fame country, with an army of twenty thoufand men. 

A plan of mere defence, in fuch circumftances, muf have 
proved altogether ineffe@iual. Silefia was in danger of being 
inftantly fubdued, by the junction of the Auftrians and Rufiians. 
The king of Pruffia therefore marched thither without delay ; 
and left marefchal Daun, who had the ftart of him at fet- 
ting out, confiderably behind. He'paffed five rivers, the Elbe, 


the Spree, the Neifs, the Quiefs, and the Bober, with a nu-# 


merous army, clogged with its heavy artillery, and above two 
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thoufand waggons : and while one body of forces hung on 
his flank, another on his rear, and a third prefented itfelf in 
front, he traverfed a tract of country near two hundred miles 
in extent, under all thofe perils and difficulties, with a cele- 
rity that would have rendered memorable the march of a 
detachment of light troops. But he was not able, with all his 
-adtivity, to bring Laudohn to action, before that general 
was joined by the Auftrian armies under Daun and Lacy. 
And by the forces of thefe three generals, which occupied an 
immenfe extent of ground, he was in danger of being fur- 
rounded in his camp at Lignitz. In vain did he attempt, by 
various movements, to divide the enemy’s firength, to turn 
their flanks, or attack them under any other difadvantage : 
the nature of the ground, and the fkill of the Auftrian gene- 
rals, rendered abortive all the fuggeftions of ingenuity. 

While thus circumftanced, his Pruffian majefty received 

intelligence, that the Ruffian army, under count Czernichew,. 

was ready to pafs the Oder at Auras, . As the leaft of two 
dangers, he refolved to attack the Auftrians before the arrival 
of anew enemy. Meanwhile marefchal Daun, having re- 
connoitred the king’s fituation at Lignitz, had formed a de- 
fign of attacking him by furprife, in the night, with the 
united ftrength of the three Auftrian armies. And he had 
communicated his defign to the two other generals. 
OF this defign, it is probable, the Pruffian monarch was, 
not ignorant ; as on the fame night that it was to have taken 
effect, he quitted his camp, with the utmolt privacy, and oc- 
cupied an advantageous poft on the heights of Piaffendorf, 
by which general Laudohn was to advance, Daun, with no lefs 
caution, made bis approaches toward the Pruffian camp ; but 
to his aftonifhment, on his arrival, he found no enemy there. 
When day broke, however, he could perceive at.a diftance 
the rifing of a thick fmoke; which left him little room Ss. 
doubt in what bufinefs the king was engaged, or for cere 
purpose he had quitted his ftation. 

As Laudohn was eagerly preffing on to Lignitz, ani feed- 
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ing his heart with {plendid hopes of the glory which he 
fhould acquire, by his diftinguifbed fhare in the action that 
was to determine the fate of the illuftrious Frederick, he was 
furioufly attacked about three o’clock in the morning, by 
the Pruffian army, drawn up in order of battle; and obliged 
toretire, after an obftinate difpute, with the lofs of eight thou- 
fand men. Nor could marefchal Daun poffibly come to his 
affiftance. His Pruffian majefty, who expofed his own per- 
fon in a remarkable manner in order to animate his troops, 
was unguarded in nothing elfe. He had fecured his rear fo 
effectually with a flrong body of referve, and by a numerous 
artillery, judicioufly planted on the heights of Pfaffendorff, as 
to render an attack altogether impracticable. Daun there- 
fore found himfelf under the neceflity of remaining inactive, 
and of waiting, in anxious fulpenfe, the iffue of the moment- 
ous combat. It was finally decided by fix o’clock, when 
the Auftrians gave way on all fides, and were purfued as far 
as the Katfbach, a river that falls in to the Oder a little be- 
low Lignitz. The king did not chufe to puth his advan- 
tage farther, left he fhould afford the wily and watchful 
Daun an opportunity of disjoining his army °°. 

By this victory, the Pruffian monarch not only refcued 
himfelf from the moft imminent danger, but prevented the 
long-dreaded junction of the Ruffian and Auftrian armies in 
Silefia ; for count Czernichew was fo much intimidated at 
the defeat of the Auftrians, that he immediately repaffed the 
Oder. Having joined his brother Henry at Newmarke, 
and opened a communication with Breflaw, the king there- 
fore marched againft marefchal Daun, who had formed the 
blockade of Schweidnitz ; routed a body of the enemy under 
general Beck, and obliged the grand Auftrian army, under 
Daun, to forego its purpole, and take refuge in the moun- 
tains of Landfhut. : 


“go. Pruffian and Auftrian Accounts, in London and foreign Gaxetter, coms 
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oWhat time his‘Pruffian majefty, was making tliele heroic 

efforts in Silefia, the reputation of his erms.was admirably 

fupported in Saxons by = Ae ‘Hulfen, ‘to: whom he, had 

‘committed the:command ofahis troops)in thatreountry, and 

whov gained feveral advant2 e ver: the. ainy-of the Em- 

: pire.’ But the ftate of his-affairs dm: other quarters was 
very different. The Ruffians, after: they’ repafled the Oder, 

are ft ong detachment into Brandenburg ; and. count 

€zerniche Fthe Ruffian'commander, being theregoined by 

a large: ody of Auftrians under general .Lney, the 
united army made itfelf mafter of Berlin 3"..dNor was 
this mortifying blow the only ftroke: of ill fortune: that fell 
see the gallant Frederick.) «3 jae siow) ay OF 


O&, 9. 


SS ‘The Ruffians and Auftrians, having sel a contribution 
‘upon the inhabitants of Berlin, deftroyed-the magazines,ar- 
fenals, and founderies, and pillaged: the:royal palagess retired 
by different routes, on,,hearing: that 'the king «was advancing 
‘to the relief of his capital. « The city fufteréd confiderably, 
-efpecially in its ornaments; the adjacent -country) was ra- 
. « waged, andhis Pruffian majefty fuflained a prodigious lofs in 
valuable furniture and military ftores. yBut thefe were not 
the wortt confequences. that: attended the invafion-of Bran- 
denburg, and the taking: of the feat of government, of arts, 
‘and of elegance. f | 
When Berlin was firft oon bats Hulten left 
Saxony, and, attempted» to oppofe the enemy. «He -found 
Ahimfelf unequal to the generous purpofe, yet continued to 
hover in the neighbourhood, in order to feize any advantage 
that might offer. "fn the mean time the prince of Deux- - 
ponts, meeting with no interruption; made rapid progrefs 
wm Saxony. Leiphe; Torgaw, and Wittemberg facceftively 
Anrrendered to the Imperialifts. And while’ the illuftrious 
Frederick was thus lofing his footing in Saxony, which had 
been hitherto the great fupport of his armies, a detachment 
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from the French army in Weftphalia laid Halbetftadt under 
contribution. , One part of Pomerania: was ravaged by the 
Swedes, and another by the Ruffians,, who had invefted Col- 
berg both-by land.and fea. The fitvation of the king, of 
Pruffia again’ feemed*defperate. » All his» motions, in his 
march toward Brandenburg, were watched by Daun, whofe 
army had been reinforced; and Laudohn, invhis:abfence, 
had laid fiege to the ftrong and important fortrefsof Cofel in 
Silefia, and threatened the whole prowince with fubjection. |’ 
It now became neceflary for the warlike monarch, who 
was ftill at the head of a ftrong:army, to call up'once more | ' 
the vigour of his genius, and attempt by fome bold exertion 
to extricate himfelf from all his difficulties. He had deter- 
mined to make fuch an exertiom~ And no fooner. did he 
learn, that the enemy had abandoned Berlin, and evacuated 
Brandenburg, than he paffed the Elbe, and rufhed 
into Saxony." Marefchal Daun followed-him, with _ 
an army of eighty tioufand men, and encamped in the neigh- 
bourhood of Torgaw; his right wing-extending to thedilbe, 
by which it was covered, and hisseentre and icf being fe- 
cured by ponds; hills,,and woods. A: ftronger. pofition. than 
that feized upon by the’ Auftrian general, could not pofiibly 
have been chofen by a {mall army, asa fecurity againit one 
of the greateit force. Yet-did his :Pruffian majefty, eneom- 
paffed by dangers, refolve to attack, with only fifty thoufand 
men, that able and experienced commander in his icemingly 


Oa. 25. 


impregnable ¢amp jas he couldmot-hope to-draw him from 
ithand:iwinter was faft. approaching, 

Tn confequence of this. refolution, the moft.daring that 
could ie di@tated by defpair, the king divided):his army inico 


three bodies} andomade: ati vhis.dupofitiens. with jas mach 


1 
the 


coolnefs andteantion) aditithad betn the refelt of the moft 
guarded prudence: Generali: Kinlien, ‘wath one bodcy;,.was 
directedito, take: poitab a weod on ithe left gt -the Aulirian 
guny> and-had orders notto move until he tound the? other 
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divifions of the Pruffian. army were engaged. General 
Zeithen was inftructed to charge onthe enemy’s right ; and 
the grand attack in front was to be conducted by his Pruffian 
majefty in perfon.:Thefe difpofitions being made, the king 
informed his officers, ‘That he was determined to conquer or 
die. They unanimoufly. anfwered, they would die or con- 
quer with him. 

Pleafed with the ardour of his troops, and convinced that 
they would not difappoint his hopes, the’ intrepid monarch, 
having made hisapproaches in the morning, began 
an attack upon the enemy’s camp about two in 
the afternoon. He was received with the fire of two hun- 
dred pieces of cannon, difpofed along the front of the Auf- 
trian line. The Pruffian infantry, which were firft»pre- 
fented, perfevered in their efforts with uncommon refolution. 
But they were at length broken, and repulfed with. great 
flaughter, after they had been three times led .on to jthe 
charge, and as often obliged to give ground. . The king or- 
dered his cavalry to advance. . They broke.the Auftrian in- 
fantry, by their impetuous. fhock, but’ were foon. forced. to 
_ retire by the preffure of freth battaliens, which poured inion | 
every fide. And victory, feemed| ready to declare, for the. | 
Auftrians, when general Zeithen, with the Proffian left wing, 
fell upon the enemy’s rear ; and marefchal Daun, having re- 
ceived a dangerous wound in the thigh, was carried off. the 
field. 

Encouraged by the confufion occafioned by thefe fortu- 
nate circumftances, the Pruffian infantry returned once more 
to the charge. ‘The cavalry, following their example, threw 
feveral bodies of Auftrians into irreparable diforder, and if 
the darknefs of night had not prevented the poffibility of pur- 
fuit, and enabled the ronted army to- efeape over the Elbe, 
the victory would have been complete, and the carnage im- 
menfe. As matters terminated, the lofs of lives, in the battle 
of ‘Vorgaw, was very confiderable. About ten thoufand 
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men were killed or wounded on each fide. And the Pruf.. 


fians took near eight thoufand prifoners, among ine, ne 
four generals, and two hundred inferior officers 3*. 

Of all the king of Pruffia’s viGtories,. this was perhaps the 
moft glorious, as it certainly was the moft important. His 
troops, though very different from thofe invincible battalions, 
now no more, which he had formerly led into: Bohemia, 
and which conquered at Lowofitz, Prague, Liffa, and Rof- 


bach, animated by his prefence and example, behaved with a’ 


firmnefs worthy of the moit hardy veterans. In no battle 
did he ever expofe his own perfon fo much; yet, as if in- 
vulnerable, a bullet only grazed gently upon his breaft. His 
courage and conduct were’ alike confpicuous. The Auf- 
trians pretended to difpute with him the honour of the ac- 
tion ; but its confequences fuficiently proved where the ad- 
vantage lay. 

His Pruffian majefty immediately entered Torgaw ; he re- 
covered all Saxony except Drefden (in the neighbourhood of 
which Daun difpofed his army)before the clofe of the cam- 
paign; and he put his troops into winter-quarters in that 
electorate, inftead of being obliged to canton them in his 
own wafted dominions, He attained the object for which 
he fought, and at the fame time added new luftre to his arms. 
The fhock of victory feemed to be felt in every hoftile 
quarter. Laudohn abruptly raifed the blockade of Cafel, 
and evacuated Silefia. The Ruffians abandoned the fiege of 
Colberg in Eaftern Pomerania, and retired into Poland; 
while the Swedes, defeated by the Prufians in Weftern Po» 
merania, were forced to take refuge under the cannon of 
Stralfund 33. 

During thefe important tranfaGtions en the continent of 
Europe, events of ftill greater moment took place in other 
quarters of the globe. While the allies of Great Britain, 


32. Pruffian and Auftrian Gazettes compared. 33. Id, ibid. 
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though fupported by her money and troops, ‘with difficulty 
maintained their ground in Germany, whith alone feemed to 
engage her attention, her own arms; under the dire€tion of 
Britith officers, were crowned with sete: fuccefs in\\North 
America and the Eaft Indies, 

The taking of Quebec, it had been socierll Gappoeek 
would be followed by the final fubmiffion of Canada, with- 
out any farther {truggle. . But this was foon difcovered to be 
a dangerous miftake. . Although the poffeffion of that city 
was neceffary to the conqueit of the province, much yet re- 
mained‘ to be done before it could be ss to Great 
Britain. 

_ The main body of the French army, which had retired, 

after the*battle of Quebec, to Montreal, and ftill confifted of 
ten battalions of regulars, was ‘there reinforced with: ix 
thoufand Canadian militia, and a party of Indians.“ With 
thefe forces, M. de Levi, who had fucceeded the marquis de 
Montcalm in the chief command, propoféd to attempt:the re- 
covery of the capital early in the fpring. - In that refolution 
he was encouraged by an overfight of the Englith. admirals, 
who had not made fufficient provifion: againft his attaining 
a fuperiority on the river St. Lawrence. No veffels of any 
force had-been left at Quebec; onda oe that they 
could not be ufeful in winter: rsd at 

‘The French general had even thoughts! of sicpae the 
recovery of the place, durmg the rigout of thatfeafons) al- 
though a Britith garrifen of five thoufand men had been left 
in it under the: command of generals Murray. >> But.on ré- 
connoitring, he found the out-pofts fo well fecured,: and the 
governor fo vigilant and adtive, that -he delayed the enter- 
prife until the month of April. | Then: his artillery, provi- 
fions, ammunition, and heavy baggage, fell down the. St. 
Lawrence from Moitreal, under the convoy of fix Rout fri- 
Bice: tas oe cee to ai the un see on command 
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execution of his whole defign. »Aind after aimarch ‘often 
» days; he arrived withvhis:army at Point au Prsshepiaeg within 
joa cay milesiof: Quebeoris ‘awe “isi nonyets tod 

>’ Meanwhile! general Murrayhad Fst no Apaniesild 
be taken by an able and experienced officer for*maintaming 
the important conqueft Committed to his care. But the gar- 
rifon had fuffered fo much from exceffive cold in the wiiiter, 
and by the want of vegetables and freth provifions, thatChe 
had not above three thoufand men fit for fervice, when he 

~received intelligence of the approach* of the French army. 
With this {mall-but gallant body, accuftomed to conquer; he 
intrepidly refolved to meet the enemy in the field, in order 
to avoid the tedious hard{hips and the dangers of a fiege, in 
an extenfive town, with a fickly garrifon, and all the inhabit- 
ants’ fecretly hoftile to"him: He accordingly marched out 
on the 28th of April to the heights: of Abraham, and at- 

» tacked M. de Levi with great impetuofity, near Sillery. » But 
being’ out-flanked, ‘and ready ‘to: be fwr'rounded by fuperior 
numbers, he was obliged to’ retire, after an obftinate difpute, 
with the lofs of one thoufand men 3*, 

The French loft'above two thoufand men in this action, 
without deriving any pofitive advantage from it; for general 
Murray,’ inftead of being difpitited by his defeat, feemed 
only to be roufed to more ftrenuous efforts: The fame bold 

ifpirit, which had:led him tosendounter the enemy in the field 
owaithoa handful of brave men, mhopes of -cbliging them to 
‘orelinquifh! their enterprife; now animated him‘in the defence 
vofiQuebec with a feeble garrifom,tfince defence was’ become 
neseflarys Nor didothé’ Fréenoh’ general lofe a moment in 
‘improving his victory: “He opened trevichés beforetle town 
onthe very evening of the battle ; but if was'the eleventh of 
May before he could bringyany batteries to beat on the for- 
‘itifications. ' By what time?! general Murray ‘had ‘completed 
34. Letter from: géneral Murray} inthe ‘Loud. GaSetig, Jupe 2, 1760. 
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fome ont-works, and planted a numerous artillery on the 
ramparts; fo that the French batteries were in a manner 
filenced, by the fuperior fire of the garrifon. And the place 
was foon relieved, by the fortunate arrival of the Englith 
fleet, under lord Colvil and commodore Swanton *5. 

M. de Levi immediately raifed the fiege, and retired with 
the utmoft precipitation toward Montreal; where the mar- 
quis de Vaudreuil, governor-general of Canada, had fixed his 
head-quarters, and was refolved to make a laft ftand. For 
this purpofe he called in all his detachments, and collected 
around him the whole force of the colony. 

In the meantime general Amherft was diligently employed 
in taking meafures for the utter fubverfion of the French 
power in that part of the New World. He conveyed in- 
fiructions to general Murray, direQing him to advance, by 
water, to Montreal, with all the troops that could be {pared 
from the garrifon of Quebec. And colonel Haviland, by 
like orders, failed with a detachment from Crown Point, and 
took poffeffion of [fle aux Noix, which he found abandoned 
by the enemy, and thence proceeded dire@tly for Montreal ; 
hile the commander in chief, with his own divifion, confift- 
ing of about ten thoufand regulars and Provincials, left the 
frontiers of New York, and advanced to Ofwego. There 
he was joined by a thoufand Indians of the Six Nations, un- 
der Sir William Johnfon. 

Amherft embarked on Lake Ontario with his whole army; 
and after taking the fort of Ifle Royale, which in a once 
commands the fource of the river St. Lawrence, he arrived 
by a tedious and dangerous voyage at Montreal, on the fame 
day that general Murray landed near that place from Quebec. 
The two generals met with no oppofition in difembarking 
their troops: and by a happy concurrence of circumflances, 
colonel Haviland, with the detachment under his command, 
arrived next day. 


45. Id. ibid: 
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The junQion of thefe three bodies, compofed of the flower 
of the Britifh forces in North America, and the mafterly dif 
pofitions made by the commanders, convinced Vaudrueil 
that all refiftance would be ineffe€tual. He therefore de- 
manded a capitulation; which was granted thé eighth of 
September, and on terms more favourable than he had reafon 3 
to expect in fuch circumftances. Montreal, Detroit, Michi- 
limachinae, and every other place poffeffed by the French 
within the government of Canada, was furrendered to his 
Britannic majefty. But it was. ftipulated that the troops” 
fhould be tranfported to Old France; and the Canadians 
were fecured in their property, and in the free exercife of 
their religion 3°. 

This was an important conqueft, and feemed to complete 
the great object of the war, the humiliation of the French in 
North America. But while the arms of Great Britain were 
carrying terror before them in Canada, the French emiffa- 
ries, from the province of Louifiana, had exercifed their arts 
of infinuation fo fuccefsfully among the neighbouring In- 
dians, that the Cherokees, a powerful tribe, had commenced 
hoftilities, toward the clofe of lait campaign, againft the 
- more fouthern. Englifh colonies ;. plundering, maflacring, 
and fealping the inhabitants of the back fettlements: Mr. 
Littleton, governor of South Carolina, reprefled their ra- 
vages, and obliged them to fue for peace. “They engaged to 
renounce the French intereft, but renewed the war. Colonel 
Montgomery, with a regiment of Highlanders, a party of 
grenadiers, and a body of provincial troops, made war upon 
them after their own manner, and fevyerely chaftifed them 
for their breach of faith. But the confummation of ven- 
gearice was referved for colonel Grant, who defolated the 
whole country of the Cherokees, deftroyed fifteen of their 
towns, and laid them under the neceflity of making the moft 


36. arte from genera] Amherft and general Murray, in Lond. Gazet#e, 
Ot, 1760. Knox’s Campaigns, ubi fup. 
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humble fubmiffions. ‘They accordingly fupplicated, and ob- 
tained the renewal of their treatiés with ‘England, at Charles : 
Town, in 1761, with all the marks of a penitent fpirit and 
pacific difpofition ; while the other favage tribes, over-awed 
by the fear ‘of a fimilar’ vifitation, feemed alike quietly dite 
pofed. The town of New Orleans, and a few jletitatiete 
higher on the Miffifippi, alone remained to France of all her 
fettlements in North America :—and thefe were ‘too’ zee 
and feeble to moleft the Englith colonies. ne ev 

Nor was the fuccefs of the Britifh arms lefs decifive inthe 
Eat Indies. Encouraged by the taking of Vandeyath, and 
his victory over Lally, colonel Coote refolved to inveft Pon- 
dicherry, the only fettlément of any Someta remaining 
to the French on the ‘coaft of Coromandel], «But'as the-place 
was too {trong, and the gars rifon too numerous to permit: him 
‘to indulge a hope of carrying it by affault, or even by ‘régu- 
lar approaches, with any force that he could’affemble, he 
blocked it up clofely by land‘and fea, and reduced both the 
garrifon and the inhabitants to the greateft aie for want 
of provifions. ° 

In the midft of this diftrefs, and when the Ae. which 
was formed in the beginning of June; had been continued 
for many months, the French were fuddenly flattered with 
the profpe& of relief. The Englifh fleet, under admiral 
Dean Stevens, was driven off the coaft by a violent ftorm, 
and four fhips of the line were loft. But fuch was 
the vigour of the officers and feamen, that before any fup- 
plies could be thrown into £ Pondicherry, it was again blocked - , 
up by a ftout fquadron. The blockade, by land, had already 
been changed into a regular fiege, which was now ‘carried 
on with redoubled vigour. A breach was made inthe rar.’ 
parts, and the inhabitants offered to capitulate; but as the 
governor paid no attention to their interefts, the propofal was 


difregarded 37. 


7. Letter from colonel Coote, in Lond. Gasetie, July 20, 1765. 
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Lally, who was at all times a man of violent and turbulent 
pailions, appears to have been difordered in his underftand- 
ing after his unfuccefsful attempt on Madrafs. Greatly dif- 
fatisfied with the ftate of the French affairs in India, and 
with the condu& of the troops under his command, he thus 
expreffed himfelf in the agitations of his difappointment :— 
«Hell has fpewed me into.this country of wickednefs ; and 
“« I wait, like Jonas, for the whale to receive me in its 
«« Belly.” By his haughty and contemptuous behaviour, and 
the tyrannical exercife of his authority, under pretence of re= 
forming abufes, he had early rendered himfelf equally odiors 
to the governor and council of Pondicherry, and to the off- 
cers of the army, and therefore found his fituation extremely 
difagreeable during the fiege. “I would rather go to com- 


‘“« mand the Caffres,?>faid he, < fea remain in this Sodom, 


aint © which muit, fooner or later, be deftroyed by the Englith 
“ fire, in-default of that from Heaven!” He made, hows 
ever, a gallant defence... : ; icf 
The place being rendered utterly untenable, was furren= 
dered.to colonel] Coote, on the 15thoof January, 1701) Lhe 
garrifon were made prifoners. of war, and a vaft quantity of 


military ftores, with a rich booty, fell into the hands of the - 


victors 3°. ; in ; 
In-confequence, of the taking of Pondicherry, and the re 
1eq 3 ; 
duction of the fmall.fettlement, of Mahie, on, the coaft of 
Malabar,.(by..which it was immediately followed) the French 
> 1 
t as utter] fubyert ed ; andthe Enoli{ 
power,in the Eat}, was y ; the Eng lith 
became in.a manner maiters,of the w Bale commerce, of the 
watt, peninfula of India, from the point. of the Carnatic to, the 
mouths of the Indus and Ganges, belide ‘the almo{t exclufive 


trade. of, the.rich and extenfive proyinces af Benzal,. Behar,. 
Pp > 


and Orixa; which in fome,meafure owned theig dominion. 
mderfulacquifition of-trade and territory, added 


d 
Shy ~ 


opened 
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opened to the fubjects of Great Britain immenfe profpects of 
commercial advantage, as well as of future empire ; of unit- 
ing the wealth of the fouthern to that of the northern re- 
gions of the earth; the fpices and fine fabrics of Afia, with 
the gums and gold-duft of Africa, to the tar, turpentine, rice, 
indigo, tobacco, and beaver of North America. Yet were 
the people of England diffatisfied. They complained of the 
fhameful inactivity of the navy, that nothing had lately been 
done by fea. And they affirmed, that the final conqueft of 
Canada was the natural confequence of the fuccefs of laft 
campaign; that a powerful armament, which had been de- 
tairied at Portfmouth during the whole fummer, with a view _ 
- of making a diverfion in favour of the Hanoverian army, 
was fufficiently ftrong to have reduced, in the prefent di- 
ftreffed circumftances of the inhabitants, not only Marti- 
nico, but all the remaining French iflands in the Weft In- 
dies; of more real value to a naval and commercial people 
than one half of the German empire. The difpute concern- 
ing the German war was renewed, and the folly of purfuing 
it expofed, with all the force of reafoning, and all the keen- 
nefs of fatire. 

Tn the midft of thefe difputes, to which he was far from 
being inattentive, George II. died, in the feventy-feventh year 
of his age, and the thirty-fourth of his reign. He was fud- 
denly taken ill on the twenty-fifth day of OCtober, and expired 
almoft inftantly. His character is by no means complicated. 
Violent in his temper, but humane and candid in his difpofi-- 
tion, he conciliated the affeCtion, if he failed to command 
the refpeQ, of thofe who were moft about his perfon. Hf 
his underftanding was net very capacious, his judgment was 
found ; and if he had little of the munificence of a great Mo 
narch, he poffeffed in perfection the ceeconomy of a prudent 
price. Nor did that ceconomy, though perhaps too mi- 
nute for his exalted ftation, remarkably impair the fplendour 
of his royal dignity, until age rendered ftate inconvenient to 
him. His fond attachment to German politics made the 


8) early 
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early part of his reign unpopular. But the bold {pirit with 
. which he refented the infults offered to his crown; the rea- 
dinefs with which he changed his minifters, in compliance 
with the wifhes of his people; and the brilliant conquelts 
with which the latter years of his reign were adorned, have 
endeared his memory to the Englifh nation. 

The king of Great Britain was fucceeded, in his regal and 


electoral dominions, by his grandfon, George HI. a young 


prince of an amiable difpofition, and of the moft unblemith- 
ed manners. His firft fpeech to his parliament excited the 
higheft hopes of a patriotic reign. <“ Born and educated in 
«this country, I glory,” faid he, ‘in the name of Bri- 
«< ron !”—Buat before we enter upon the hillory of the reign 
of George IIT. it will be neceffary to make a paufe, and con- 


template the ftate of Europe at the death of George II. 


Tica ek cate The, Pe 


State of Eurore, and the Progrefs of the War, in all Quarters of 
the Globe, carried forward from the Accefion of GeorceE III, to 
the Peace of Paris, in 1763. 


GEORGE Ilf. who fucceeded to the crown of Great Bri- 
tain in the twenty-third year of his age, was univerfally 
allowed to be the arbiter of peace and war, as he was bevond 
difpute the moft powerful monarch in Europe. Supplies in- 
deed, large beyond all political calculation of what they could 
poffibly raife, had already been granted by his fubjects ; yet 
were they ftill able and willing to raife more, in order to com- 
plete the humiliation of his and their enemies. [t was how- 
ever hoped by the body vf the people, that a change of poli- 
tics would take place ; that the young king, from his known 
and declared attachment to his native country, wouldnolonger 
{uffer the publictreafure to be fyuandered in pentions to foreign 
princes, under the name of ffubfidies, to enable thei to fight their 
own 


pe 


Spe aha 


[Parr Ih 


see battles, nor the blood of the Britith fe oldiery fpilt to wa- 


ter the forefts and fertilize the plains of Germany. But how 
much foever the youthful fovereign might difapprove of the 
continental fyftem, he could not immediately adopt new 
meafures, without infli@ing a dire&t cenfure upon the con- 
duét of his venerable predeceffor. Nor could he abruptly 
defert his German confederates, after the important fleps that 


_ had been taken in conjunction with them, without impairing 


the luftre of the Britifh.crown, and bringing into queftion 
the faith of the nation. He therefore declared in council, 
that as he afcended the throne in the midft of an “expenfive 
but juf? and neceffary war, he would endeavour to profecute 
that war in the manner moft likely to bring about an ho- 
nourable and lafting peace, in concert with his allies. 

This declaration quieted the’ throbbing hearts of thofe 
allies ; and the liberal fupplies granted by the Britifh parlia- 
ee ment, for fupporting the war during the enfuing 
campaign (which amounted nearly to the immenfe 
fum of twenty millions fterling), aftonifhed all Europe, and 


made the courts of Vienna and Verfailles fenfible of the ne- 


ceflity of propofing terms of peace. The dominions of the 

oufe of Auftria were much waited; the king of Pruffia 
was in a better fituation than at the opening of the former 
campaign ; the army under prince Ferdinand amounted to 
eighty thoufand men, every way well appointed ; the Ruf- 
fians and Swedes feemed tired of a war in which they had 
acquired neither honour nor advantage ; the eleGtor of Sax- 
ony was ftill in as diftreffed circumftances as ever, and 
his Polith fubjets cbftinately refufed to interpofe in his be- 
half. France declared her inability to difcharge her pecuniary 
engagements to her allies. Her finances were low; her 
iavv was ruined; her affairs in America and the Eaft Indies 
were irretrievable; and her Weft India iflands, fhe was fen- 
fible, muft furrender to the firft Englifh armament that 
fhould appear upon their coafts. A congrefs was accord- 


ingly {ummoned to meet at Augfburg, in the beginning of 


5 "April, 


e} 
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. 
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April, for fettling the. difputes among the German powers ; 
Whilé thé miifters of France anid England were appointed to 
hegociate at London and Paris, in order to adjuft the differ- 
ences between the two crowns. 

The congrefs at AugfBurg never took place. But the ne- 
gociation between France and England was formally opened, 
by Monf. Buffy at London, and Mr. Stanley at Paris; and 
was continued during the whole {pring and fummer, though | 

eemingly with little fincerity on either fide. Things were 

Hot yet ripe for a general pacification, and a particular treaty 
could not be concluded between the two crowns, without 
factifices of intereft and fidelity, which neither was willing 
‘to make. Both were fenfible of this ; yet both profeffed a 
ftrong défire of putting a ftop to thé effufion of blood, and 
both had ftrong réafons for fuch profeffions. 

The Britifh minifter found fuch profeffions néceffary, in 
order to reconcile thé minds of the pedple to the farther pro- 
fecution of thé Getman war, againft which they began fo 
revolt. And as hé knew he durft not propofe to give up the 

conquetts acquired by the Britifh arms, in Africa, Americ, 
the Eaft or Weft Indies, to procure favourable tefms for the 
German allies of his mafter, he on that fide planted the bar 
of honour, which was to obftrucé the progrefs of the negd- 
ciation; and finally to break it off; unlefs their affairs fhould 
take a more advantageous turn, and enablé him to reconcile 
the interefts of the king of Pruffia with the engagements of 
his Britannic majefty: The French minifters, tn like man- 
ner, accommodated themfelves to their circumftances. While 
they made the moft humiliating conceffions, in ordér to awak- 
én in the neutral powets a jeafotfy of the encroaching 
fpirit of Great Britain, they infifted on certain ftipulations, 
which they had reafon to believe would not be admitted, and 
artfully attempted to involve the interefts of France with 
thofe of Spain. But the caufe of the failure of this famous 
hegociation will beft be underftood by particulars. 
The councils of Madrid were now under Frénch Eeitence. 


er. V. fa he 
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The pacific Ferdinand VI. having breathed his laft on the 
roth of Auguft 17.59, was fucceeded in the throne of Spaing 
by his brother, Don Carlos, king of Naples and Sicily. On 
this event, by an article in the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle, 
Don Philip fhould have afcended the throne of the Two Si- 
cilies, and Parma, Placentia, and Guaftalla, have reverted to 
the houfe of Auftria ; faving certain provifions made by the 
fame treaty, in favour of the king of Sardinia. But as Don 
Carlos, now Charles III. of Spain, had never acceded to that 
treaty, he left the erown of the Two Sicilies, by will, to his 
third fon, Don Ferdinand, the fecond being judged unfit for 
government, and the eldeft defigned for the Spanifh fuccef- ~ 
tion. Don Philip acquiefced in this difpofition; and the 
court of Vienna, through the mediation of France permitted 
him to remain in poffeffion of the duchies of Parma, Placen- 
tia, and Guaftalla, without putty in any claim-to thofe ter- 
ritories. The king of Sardinia was quieted with money. 
Thefe good offices, added to the ties of blood, could not 
fail to have fome effect upon the mind of his Catholic ma- 
jefty ; and although he had hitherto obferved a pretty exaét 
neutrality, had been liberal in his profeffions of friend{hip to 
Great Britain, France.did not defpair of being able to draw 
him into her views. She was fenfible he could not behold 
with indifference the humiliation of the elder branch of the 
houfe of Bourbon, or the rapid progrefs of the Britith arms 
in America, The laft more efpecially excited his jealoufy. 
The Spanifh empire in America, if that of France fhould 
be annihilated, Charles IIT. forefaw muft in a manner lie at 
the mercy of England, as no power would remain, in cafe 
of 4 conteft between the two crowns, able to hold the balance 
in the New World. This reafonable jealoufy, roufed in thes 

courfe of the negociation, by the intrigues of the court of 
Verfailles, and blown into a flame by the arrogance of the 
Britifh minifter, induced the Spanifh monarch to feek refuge 
in that grand Famiry Compact, fo long and fo ardently 
defired by France; an ambitious league, which has already 


been 


Let. XXXV.] MODERN EUROPE. 344 
been attended with the moft alarming confequencés, and 

* which may one day prove fatal to the liberties of Europe, 
unlefs another is formed to counteract its force. 

But it will be proper, before I inveftigate the principles of 
the Family Compact, to trace the leading fteps of the nego- 
ciation between France and England; which immediately 
produced it. The firft propofal of the court of Verfailles 
was, “* That the two crowns fhall remain in pofleflion of- 
what they have conquered one from the other:” and as 
France had affuredly been the greateft lofer, fuch a propofi- 
tion from that haughty power, appeared to the more difpaf- 
fionate part of the Britifh miniftry, an inftance of fingular 
moderation, if not humility: A better foundation of treaty 
could not poffibly be offered. But the gréat commoner; who 
directed all things, did not treat this propofition with that ate 
tention which its apparent fairnefs deferved. 

Tt had already been intimated by the duke de Choifeul, 
the French minifter, «« That the fituation in which they fhall 
s¢ ftand at certain periods, fhall be the pofition to ferve as a 
«< bafis for the treaty that is to be concluded between the 
“ two powers.” And he proceeded to fete the periods ; 
namely, the firft of May in Europe, the firft of July in Afri- 
ca and the Weft Indies, and the firft of September in the 
Eaft Indies; obferving, at the fame time, That as thofe pe- 
riods might feem too neat or too diftant for the interefts of 
Great Britain, the court of Verfailles was extremely willing 
to enter into an explanation on that fubject. Mr. Pitt, how= 
ever, haughtily declared, That his Britannic majefty would 
admit of no other epoch but that of the figning of the 
< peace,” 

To this blunt and fingular declaration the court of Ver- 
failles replied, with that coolnefs and temper which ought to 
govern all fuch tranfactions, “That if not tho/e, already 
named, at leaft fome fixed periods, during the war, ought to 
be agreed upon ; as the uti poffidetis, or mutual retaining of 
pofleffions, could not reafonably have reference only to the 

Aa 2 time 
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time of /igning the peace.” For if the contrary principle 
fhould be admitted, it would become difficult to know, or 
even to guefs at the value of the poffeffions that might be 
given away, as it could ‘not poffibly be afcertained what 
might in the interval, be loft or gained. And if thefe dif- 
ficulties occurred, it was added, in the fimplicity of a poffef- 
fory article, they muft be increafed ten-fold upon every other, 
and would come to fuch a height, as to preclude all poffibi- 
lity of negociation, on things of fo intricate a nature as 
changes and equivalents *. 

This difpute occafioned delay, and afforded the French 
miniftry, if they had been fo difpofed, a decent pretext for 
breaking off the negociation. In the mean time hoftilities 
qwere every ‘where carried on as if no fuch negociation had 
fobfifted. But the campaign was diftinguifhed by few me- 
‘morable events. 

‘The war which had been carried on fo long and fo fruit- 
lefsly in Weftphalia, at an immenfe expence, was as indeci- 
five as ever. - For although prince Ferdinand, by taking the 
field'm the month of February, gained feveral advantages 
over the French, who are little fitted for a winter campaign, 
the duke de Broglio obliged him to abandon all the places 
‘he had taken or invefted before the firft of April; to raife 
the blockade of Ziegenhayn and the fiege of Caffel, to ex- 
pofe anew ihe landgraviate of Heffe, and retire behind the 
Dymel. 

Broglio having afterward paffed the Dymel, and formed a a 
jancion with the French army under Soubife, who com- 
manded on the Lower Rhine, attacked the allies at the vil- 
lage of Kirch Denkern, on the 16th of July, but was repulfed 
with the lofs of five thovfand men, killed or made prifoners?. 
In confequence of this advantage, prince Ferdinand, having 

extended his army toward Hammelin, was enabled to fecure 


x. Account of the’Negociation publifhed by the Court. of Prater and ta- 
citly admitted by that of England. 
2. Lond. Gazzite, tuly 23, 1760, 
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the courfe of the Wefer, and to protect the electorate of 
Hanover, notwithftanding the fuperior force of the enemy. 
But he had the mortification to fee them ravage Weftphalia, 
and Eaft-Friefland. 

The king of Pruffia, feemingly fatigued with ineffe@tual 
efforts, and mortified by indecifivewiCtorics, acted folely on 
the defenfive ; he himfelf taking poft in Silefia, and his bro- 
ther Henry in Saxony, Yet this defenfive campaign was 
not more exempt from mistortune than thofe in which he 
moft freely indulged the ardour of his genius. The Auftri- 
ans took Schweidnitz by furprife, and the Ruffians made 
themfelves mafters of Colberg. By the lofs of thefe two im- 
portant places, the illuftrious Frederick found himfelf in a 
worfe fituation than at the clofe of any former feafon of 
action. The Rufhans wintered in Pomerania, and the Auf- 
trians in Silefia, 

Thefe events were little fuitable to the haughty tone of 
the Englith minifter, in his negociation with France. But 
feyeral actions happened at fea between lingle fhips and fmall 
fquadrons, greatly to the honour of the Britifh flag. And a 
naval armament, which had excited the higheft hopes while 
its deftination remained unknown, was prepared early in the 
feafon, and crowned with fignal fuccels. 

The object of this armament, confifting of ten fhips of the. 
Jine, under commodore Keppel, and near ten thoufand land- 
forces, commanded by major-general Hodgfon, was Belieifle, 
on the coaft of France.. Before that ifland, which lies within 
four leagues of the point of Tiberoon, between Port Lewis 
and the mouth of the Loire, and is about twelve leagues in 
circumference, the Britith fleet appeared on the feventh of 
April. A defcent was immediately attempted at three ditfer- 
ent places, but without effect, The invaders were repulfed, 
in fpite of their moft vigorous efforts, with the lofs of five 
hundred men. ‘They were not however difcourag- 
- ed, but refolutely perfevered in their purpoie, At 
Jength the troops, furmounting every obftacle, made good 
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their landing ; drove the enemy from their lines before Pa- 
lais the capital of the ifland; entered the town fword in hand, 
and obliged the garrifon to take refuge in the citadel. That 
fortrefs, built by the famous Vauban, and defended by three 
thoufand men, under the chevalier de St. Croix, an able and 
experienced officer, made a gallant defence. Buyt.after it had 
been invefted about fix weeks, and a praéticable breach made 
in the works, St. Croix, feeing no profpect of relief, 
judged it prudent fo capitulate, in order to avoid the 
danger of an affault: and the whole jfland fubmitted to his 


June 7. 


Britannic majefty 3. 

The taking of Belleifle, which was celebrated with bon- 
fires, illuminations, and every exprefion of triumph and tu- 
multuous joy, contributed greatly to elate the pride of the 
Englifh populace, was no fmall mortification to France. 
But the expedition having failed in its ultimate aim, which 
was to oblige the French to weaken their army in -Weftpha- 
lia, in order to defend their own coafts, and by that means ta 
enable prince Ferdinand to ftrike fome decifive blow; and 
the ifland itfelf, which is, literally fpeaking, a barren rock, 
being. found to have no harbour for fhips of force, the chief 
circumftance that could make it valuable to Great Britain, 
the poffefion of it was thought by the more intelligent part 
of the nation, dearly purchafed with the lives of two thou- 
fand brave men, befide an immenfe expenditure of naval and 
military ftores. The miniftry, however, reprefented it as a 
place of great importance, from its pofition, while they’ 
highly and juftly extolled che valour of the troops employed. 
in reducing it. Yet, as this conqueft had not been attended 
with the expected confequences, and as no other enterprife 
was planned from which any important advantage could te 
expected during the fummer, Mr. Pitt condefcended to name 
certain epochs, to which the reciprocal holding of poffeffions, 
fhould refer, and the negociation with France was refumed. 


3, Lond. Gazette, April 30, and June 14, 176r. 
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The epochs named by the Briuth minifter were, the firft 
of Auguft for Europe, the firft of September for Africa and 
America, the firft of November for the Eaft Indies. To 
thefe epochs France agreed, though reluctantly, on account 
of the nearnefs, as fhe had now hopes of acquiring fome im- 
portant advantage in Weftphalia before the clofe of the 
campaign. She alfo agreed, That every thing fettled between 
the two crowns, relative to their particular difputes, fhould be 
finally conclufive and ebligatory, independent of the proceed- 
ings of the congrefs to be held at Augfburg, for fettliag the 
difputes of Germany. And fhe farther agreed, That the de- 
finitive treaty of peace between the two kingdoms, or preli- 
minary articles to that purpofe, fhould be figned and ratified 
before the firft of next Auguft. 

France even gave up the point of honour, and made frankly 
an offer of what places fhe was willing to cede and exchange; 
namely, in her final anfwer, (after certain difficulties had 


been removed, and certain claims relinquifhed) to guaranty 


Canada to England, in the utmoft extent required, including 


as dependencies the iflands of Cape Breton and St. John; to- 


demolifh Dunkirk, provided the right of fifhing and drying 
fifh on the banks cf Newfoundland fhall be confirmed to 
her ; to reftore Minorca for Guadaloupe and Marigalante ; 
to evacuate Heffe, Hanau, and Gottingen, provided one fet- 
tlement in Africa fhould be guarantied to her for the conve- 
nience of the Negro trade ; to remit the fettlement of affairs 
in the Eaft Indies to the companies of the two nations, and to 
leave England in poffeffion of Belleifle, until fome equivalent 
fhall be offered and accepted. But fhe perfifled in demand- 
ing the reftitution of the trading veftels taken before the de- 
claration of war, and obftinately refufed to give up Wefel 
and Gueldres which fhe had conquered from the king of 
Praffia. | 

England, with no lefs obftinacy, refufed to reftore the dif- 
puted captures, yet infifted on the reftitution of thofe two 
places. Nor would the Britith minifter, aftonifhing as it 
“e Aa4 may 
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may feem, agree to a neutrality in regard to Germany. He 
rejected the propofal with difdain as an infult upon the na~ 

tional honour ; though i it would certainly have been mor¢ 

ealy : for Great Britain, and no lefs honourable to mediate, or 
even purchafe a peace for the king of Proffia, i in the congrefs 

at Augfburg, than to enable him to continue the ftruggle for 

Silefia, and defend his widely feparated dominions againt . 
France, Sweden, Aufiria, Rufha, and the Army | of the Em- 

pire. On this romantic idea, however, and. the other two 

contentious points, the negociation between Fr ance and. Eng- 

~ land was finally broken off, when it feemed ready 

to terminate in a folid peace, and after it had been 

protracted confiderably beyond the term fixed for pening the 

treaty. 


Sept. 20. 


'A rupture with Spain it was readily forefeen, would be 
the immediate confequence of the failure of this treaty, as 
the failure itfelf had been partly occafigned by the fufpicions 
ofa fecret underftanding between the French and Spanifh 
minifters. The posfonous infinuations of the court of Ver- 
failles had now produced their full effect upon the mind of 
Charles IJ]. ‘This {ufficiently appeared in the cqurfe of the 
foregoing negociation. The French minifter, along with 
his memorial 9f propofitions (dated the 15th of July), had 

prefented to the court of London, a private memorial, figni- 
fying the defire of his moft Chriftian majetty, That, in order 
- to eftablith the peace upon folid foundations, not to be 
thaken by the contefted interefts of a third. power, the king 
of Spain might be invited to guaranty the treaty between the 
two crowns, and he propofed, with the confent and commu- 
nication of his Catholic majefty, That the three points in 
difpute between England and Spain, and which might pro- 
duce a new war 1p Europe and America, fhould be finally 
{ettled in this negociation; namely, the reftitution of fome 
{hips taken in the courfe of the prefent war under Spanith 
colours; the liberty claimed by the Spanith nation to fith on 
the bank 8 of Newfoundland ; ; and the demolition of certain 
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{ettlements made, contrary to treaty, by the Englifh log. 
wood-cutters in the bay of Honduras. 

The Britith minifter head this memorial with furprife and 
indignation, and declared’ on returning it, with that dignity 
and even haughtinefs peculiar to his character, That his Bri- 
tannic majefty would not fuffer the difputes with Spain to be 
blended, in any manner whatever, in the negociation of peace 
between the two crowns ; and that it would be confidered as 
an affront, and a thing incompatible with the fincerity of the 
negociation on the part of France, to make any farther men- 


expreffed his aftonifhment at feeing a propofal for ee 
modating difputes is friends coming through the me- 


dium of an enemy! to find points of fo much confequence 
offered for deliberation by a French eDKOTs when his Catho- 
lic majefty had an ambaffador refiding in London, froné 
whom No intimation of fuch bufinefs had been received ! 
The court of Verfailles condefcended to make an apology 
for having propofed a difcuffion of the points in difpute with 
Spain ; but the Spanifh ambaflador openly avowed and jufti- 
fied the ftep taken by the French envoy, as entirely conform- 
able to the fentiments of his mafter. He declared, That the 
kings « of France and Spain were united not only by the ties 
of blood, but thofe of mutual intereft. He applauded 
the humanity and magnanimity of his moft Chriftian ma- 
jefty, in feeking to render the peace as permanent as the vi- 
ciffitude of human affairs would permit ; and he haughtily 
added, That, if governed by any other principles, his Catho- 
lic majefty, § “ confulting anly his greatnels, would have {poken 
¢ from himfelf and as became his dignity *.” 
The meaning of this declaration could not poMbly be mif- 


A 4 Papers relative to the Negociation with France, and the Difpute with 
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underftood. It evidently appeared, from the moft liberal in- 
terpretation of the words, that Spain, as a kind of party, was 
made acquainted with every ftep taken in the sneggciation 
between France and England; that, her judgment was ap- 
pealed to in the propofition, and her authority called in aid’ 
to force the acceptance of the terms offered by France ; in a 
word, that there was a perfect union of affections, interefts, 
and councils between the courts of Verfailles and Madrid. 

A firm conviction of this, is faid to have been the caufe 
of that arrogance, bordering upon infult, with which Mr. 
Pitt henceforth treated the propofals of France, and which 
completed the views of the court of Verfailles. The Family 
Compact was figned on the 15th of Auguft. From that mo- 
ment, the French minifter changed his tone ; and the nego- 
ciation with England was broken off, as already related, lefs 
from any difagreement between the two courts on important 
points, than their feeming obftinacy in maintaining pretend- 
ed points of honour. 

In the mean time, orders had been fent to the earl of Brif- 
tol, the Britifh ambaffador at the court of Madrid, to remon- 
ftrate, with energy and firmnefs, on the daring interpofition 
of Spain in the negociation between France and England, 
and to demand a declaration of her final intentions; to ad- 
here to the negative put upon the Spanifh pretenfions; to 
fith upon the banks of Newfoundland; to reft the article of 
difputed captures on the juftice of the Englith tribunals; to 
continue the former profefions of the court of London, in- 
dicating a defire of an amicable adjuftment of the logwood 
difpute, and the willingnefs of his Britannic majefty to caufe- 
the fettlements on the coaft of Honduras to be evacuated, as 
foon as his Catholic majefty fhould fuggeit another method 
by which the Britith fubjects could enjoy that traffic, to 
which they had a right by treaty, and which the court of 
Madrid had farther confirmed to them by repeated promifes. 

Mr. Wall, the Spanifh minifter, applauded the magnani- 
mity of the king of Great Britain, in not {uffering France to 
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be appealed to, as a tribunal, in his difputes with Spain. In 
the propofition made, with the confent of his court, he de- 
clared that things had not been confidered in that light; and 
he afked, Whether it could be imagined in England, that the 
Catholic king was feeking to provoke Great Britain to war 
in her moft flourifhing and exalted condition, and after fuch 
a feries of profperous events as never perhaps occurred in the 
annals of any other kingdom ? But he refufed to give up any 
of the three points in difpute, and owned that the moft per- 
fect harmony fubfifted between the courts of France and’ 
Spain; that in confequence of that harmony, the moft Chrif- 
tian king had offered to affiit his Catholic majefty, in cafe 
the difpute between Great Britain and Spain fhould termi- 
nate in a rupture, and that this offer was confidered in a 
friendly light. 

A declaration lefs explicit would have been fufficient to 
convince a minifter of Pitt’s difcernment, that the intentions 
of Spain were by no means equivocal. He accordingly de- 
clared in council, That we ought to confider the evafions of 
that court as a refufal of fatisfa€tion, and that refufal as a 
declaration of war ; that we ought from prudence as well as 
fpirit to fecure to ourfelves the firft blow; that, if any war 
could provide its own refources, it muft be a war with 
Spain ; that her fupplies lay at a diftance, and might be eafily 
intercepted and cut off, as we were already matfters of the fea; 
that her flota, or American plate-fleet, on which the had great 
dependence, was ‘not yet arrived, and that the taking of it : 
would at once firengthen our hands and difable hers. Such. 
a bold but neceflary ftep, he added, would be a leffon to his” 
Catholic majefty, and to all Europe, how dangerous it was 
to prefume to didtate in the affairs of Great Britain. 

The tran{cendent dignity of this fentiment, fo far exceed- 
ing the comprehenfion of ordinary minds, appeared in the 
form of fhocking violence, or wild extravagance, to the ma- | 
jority of the council. They admitted, That we ought not 
to be frightened from afferting our reafonable demands, by 
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the menaces of any power; but they affirmed, at the fame 
time, that this defire of adding war to war, and enemy to 
enemy, whilft the fprings of government were already over- 
firained, was ill fuited to our national ftrength ; that to fhun 
war upon a juft occafion was cowardice, but to provoke or 
court it madnefs; that if Spain, mifled by the councils of 
France, fhould enter in a more decifive manner into the 
views of that hoftile court, it would then be early enough 
to declare war, when all the neighbouring and impartial 
powers were convinced, that we acted with as much temper 
as refolution, and when every thinking man in the kingdom 
was fatisfied, that he was not hurried into the hazards and 
expences of war from an idea df romantic heroifm, but from 
unavoidable neceffity, and would chearfully contribute to the 
fupport of an adminiftration which, though firm and refo- 
lute, was afrald alike to wafte the national treafure wantonly 
or employ it unjufily. 

Thefe arguments, though plaufible, had no weight with 
Mr. Pitt. He confidered them as the timid councils of fhort-: 
fighted caution, or the captious objections of narrow-minded 
and felfifh politicians, envious of his greatnefs, and indiffer- 
ent to their country’s welfare, Giving full fcope to his pride 
and patriotifm, he therefore warmly exclaimed, * This is the 
time for humbling the whole houfe of Bourbon! and if the 
glorious opportunity is let flip, we fhall in vain look for an- 
other. Their united power, if fuffered to gather ftrength, 
will baffle our moft vigorous efforts, and poffibly plunge us 
in the gulf of ruin, We muft not allow them a moment 
to breathe: felf-prefervation bids us crufh them, before they 
can combine or recolle& themfelyes,”’ 

Mr. Pitt in the fame council rafhly declared, if he could 
not carry fo falutary a meafure, this was the laft time he 
thould fit at that board. ‘ I was called to the adminiftra- 
tion of public affairs,” added he haughtily, *¢ by the voice 
of the people: to them J have always confidered myfelf as 
accountable for my conduct; and, therefore, cannot remain 
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ina fituation which makes me re/pon/ible for meafures 1 am 
no longer allowed to guide.” The fagacious earl Granville, 
prefident of the council, coolly replied, The gentleman, I 
find, is determined to leave us, and I cannot fay I am forry 
for it, as he would otherwife have compelled us to leave 
him ; for if he is determined to affume folely the right of ad- 
vifing his majefty, and dire€ting the operations of war, to 
what purpofe are we here affembled?”’ On a divifion, the 
minifter himfelf, and his brother-in-law lord Temple, were 
the only members of the council who voted for an immediate 
declaration of war againft Spain. 

Pitt, conformable to his declared refolution, carried the 
feals of his office to the king ; although not without 
hopes, as is believed, that he would be defired to re- 
tain them. But royal favour had, by this time, begun to flow 
into new channels. 

The earl of Bute claimed a large fhare of that favour. He 
had been much about the perfon of George III. before his 
acceffion to the throne ; and befide the pleafure of having 
partly formed the mind of the heir apparent to the Britifh 
crown, he had the particular fatisfation in fo doing of dif- 
charging a debt of gratitude to the memory of his majefty’s 
father, Frederick prince of Wales, whofe friendfhip and con- 
fidence he enjoyed in a very high degree, along with Mr. 
Pitt and other reputed patriots. Soon after the death of 
George II. this nobleman was appointed fecretary for the 
northern department: and he now expected, in confequence 
of the divifions in the privy council, and the affection of his 
royal mafter, to feize the reins of government. The duke 
of Newcaftle, and other minifters of the late king, who had 
found themfelves over-fhadowed by the fuperior abilities of 
the great commoner, alfo wifhed his removal; and as HE, 
the favourite of the people, had found it neceffary to form a 
coalition with them, and to flatter the political prejudices of 
his aged foyereign, in order more effectually to ferve his 
country, and gratify his own boundlefs ambition, THEY, 
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in hopes of recovering their confequence, yielded in like 
manner a temporary fupport to the earl of Bute, fuppofed to 
be the bofom favourite of the youthful monarch. 

The king, therefore, received the feals from Mr. Pitt with 
eafe and dignity. He expreffed his regret for the lofs of fo 
able a fervant, at a time when abilities for public bufinefs 
were fo much required; but he did not folicit him to refume 
his office. Little prepared for a behaviour fo firm, yet full 
of condefcenfion, the haughty fecretary is faid to have burft 
into tears®. This was the time for conciliation between the 
powerful fovereign and his greate/? fubject, if the higheft 
ability to ferve the ftate, although inferior to many in rank 
and fortune, can entitle a fubject to that diftinétion. But 
a fubjet, though a good one, may be too great... The king 
chofe to abide by the opinion of the majority of his council. ° 
He accepted Mr. Pitt’s refignation ; fettled upon him a pen- 
fion of three thoufand pounds a-year, for three lives, and 
conferred the title of baronefs on his lady ; he himfelf de- 
clining the honour of nobility, but willing that it fhould de- 
{cend to his offspring. 

No change in the Britifh miniftry ever occafioned fo much 
alarm as the refignation of Mr. Pitt. It feemed equal to a revo- 
lution in the government. As the nation, under his admi- 
niftration, had been raifed from defpondency and difgrace, to 
the higheft degree of glory, triumph, and exultation, the 
moft ferious apprehenfions were eiitertained, by the body of 
the people, that it might again fink into the fame {tate of de-- 
preffion, and be overwhelmed by its numerous enemies, fince 
his all-infpiring genius no longer diredted its councils; or 
that an inglorious peace would be patched up, in order to 
avert the dangers of a new war. 

But this alarm was foon quieted by the vigorous meafures 
or the new miniftry, and the addrefs with which their emif- 
faries drew off the veil from the imperfections of the late 
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fecretary, whofe reputation as a patriot as well'as a flatefman 
they endeavoured to deftroy. They keenly expofed his in- 
confiftency, and called in queftion his polical fagacity, in fo 
warmly entering into the German contett, again{t which he 
had formerly fo vehemently and fo juftly declaimed. They 
blamed his fhameful prodigality, in expending fo much of 
the national treafure in fruitlefs expeditions to the coaft of 
France, inftead of dire€ting them againft the remaining 
French iflands in the Weft Indies ; and his inexcufable neg- 
ligence, in not ordering general Amherft to enter Louifiana, 
which might eaiily have been conquered, during the laft 
campaign, without fending any additional force to America. 
And they maintained, with fome appearance of reafon, that 
his refignation difcovered more pride than patrioti{m. But 
when they attempted to afcribe all the fuccefs of his meafures 
to mere chance, and to turn into rididule his moft laudable 
_enterprizes, the fentiments of the people revolted againft the 
infult offered to their underftanding. And all fincere lovers 
of their country, whatever might be their opinion of his 
principles, lamented the lofs of fo able and popular a minif- 
ter at fo dangerous a crifis; while his friends entered zea- 
loufly into a Vindication of his whole copduct, and feverely 
reprobated the infidious arts of his unworthy colleagues, 
who had-obliged him to quit the helm of fate, by thwarting 
him in his favourite-meafure, and irritating a temper natu- 
rally too hot, and a fpirit which they knew could not brook 
controul. 
In changing opinion upon farther experience and good 
-grounds, they ingenioufly obferved, there was no inconfift- 
. ency; that all men are liable to error and miftake ; and that 
whatever might have been Mr. Pitt’s original opinion of the 
policy of engaging in the German war, the propofal of neu- 
trality in regard to that war, made by France, in the late ne- 
gociation, was an, irrefragable proof that fhe did not think 
_ herfelf a gainer by the continental conteft, and confequently 
ame his purfuing it ; that the expeditions to the coaft of 
4 France, 


2 


‘a 


a 
ae pee peer i 


France though attended with few immediate and pofitive ad- 
vantages, had diftra€ted the councils and the méafures of the” 
enemy; at the fame time that they roufed the fpirit of the 
Englifh nation, and had eventually made us victorious in 
every quarter of the globe ; that this fpirit, having borne 
down all refiftance in Ameri¢a and the Eaft Indies, was now 
to have been direfted againft the remaining French iflands ir 
the Weft Indies; a formidable armament being actually 
ready to fail for thofe. latitudes; and, if Mr. Pitt had 
been allowed to commence hoftilities immediately againft 
Spain, there was the utmoft reafon to believe, that wé fhould 
foon have been in poffeffion not only of Martinico, Hifpa- 
niola, and Cuba, but of the mines of Mexico and Peru. In 
reply, the friends of adminiftration affirmed, That inftead of 
atchieving new conquefts, he was no longer able to act / 
~ that having exhaufted the refources of the kingdom, and 
drawn upon it new enemies, he had deferted his ftation at 
the helm, and left the veffel of ftate to fink ot fwim amid 
the ftorm he had raifed °. 

Thefe difputes, and their anxioufly expected iffue, en- 
‘gaged the attention of all Europe. The German allies of 
“Great Britain flattered themfelves that the feals would be 
reftored to Mr. Pitt, and expreffed their apprehenfions of the 
injury which the common caufe might fuffer by his refigna- 
tion; while the Bourbon courts indulged a hope, that his 
exclufion from the adminiftration would be perpetual, and 
Teprefented the failure of the late promifing negociation, be- 
tween France and England, as folely the effeét of his ar- 
-rogance. 

The French miniftry went yet farther. They indruftti- 
oufly circulated the news of a fecret treaty between France 
and Spain, into which they had been driven by the domineer- 
ing temper of the Englifh fecretary. By this alarming in- 
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telligenice, they prefumed that they fhould be able to frighten 
the new ininifters of George III: into a treaty of peace on 
their own terms, or at leaft to deter them from declaring 
war againft Spain, until her preparations were completed, 
when fuch a mieafure would be equally agreeable to the 
courts of Verfailles and Madrid. But. they were unac- 
quainted with the charaéter of the men’ whom they meant to 
intimidate ; fo that their vain-glorious boafting produced. an 
effedt directly oppofite to that for which it was intended:. . | 
- The earl of Egremont, who had fucceeded Mr. Pitt as fe- 
cretary for the fouthern department, fenfible of the neceffity 
of behaving with fpirit in the difpute with Spain, or of utterly 
forfeiting the confidence of the people, had already, with the 
confent of his colleagues, inftructed the-Britifh ambaffador 
at Madrid to act with firmnefs, and now ordered him to re- 
quire an account of the purport of this vaunted treaty. But 
all the anfwer which the earl of Briftol could obtain was; 
** That his Catholic majefty had judged it expedient to res 
« new his Family Compaé? with the moft Chriftian king.’ 
And as the nature of the prefent, or the exiftence of any pre- 
ceding compact, was then unknown to the Englifh miniftry, 
and to all foreign nations, our ambaflador was directed to 
demand a fatisfactory explanation on the fubject, and to figs 
nify, that a refufal would be confidered as a declaration of 
war on the part of Spain. The pride of the Spanifh nation 
was rouzed; and the earl of Briftol was told, “That the 
* fpirit of haughtinefs, which dictated this demand, had 
¢« made the declaration of war in attacking the king’s dig- 
“ nity!” And he was given to underftand, that he might 
return to England when, and in what manner he thought 
proper. geet 3 : 
In confequence of this anfwer; the earl of Briftol imme- 
diately quitted Madrid, and the conde-de Fuentes left Lon- 
don. Before his departure, however, the Spanifh ambaffa- 
dor deliver éd to the earl of Egremont a paper in theé’form of 
a manifefto, apparently calculated to diftract the Britifh 
Woz. V. Bb : councils, 
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councils, by foftering the fpirit of: faétion, already too pre+ 
yalent in the nation. In that paper, after infifting much on 
the infolence of the late Englith minifter, and the’ little ma- 
nagement with which the court of Madrid had been treated 
fince his refignation, he affirmed, That if the purport of the 
fecret treaty had been defired in a manner lefs offenfive to~ 
the dignity of the Catholic ‘king, it might as eafily have 
been obtained as it could have been juftified, as it contained 
merely a reciprocal cudaranty of the dominions of the feverab 
branches of the houfe of Bourbon, with this particular! re- 
ftriétion (feemingly thrown in to blind the Britifh miniftry), 
that it fhould extend only to the dominions which {hall re- 
main to France after the prefent wat 7. ; . 

~ But the fundamental articles of the treaty will furnifh the 
beft anfwer to that manifefto, and beft explain the naturé of 
the Famity Compact. By thefe it was ftipulated, That 
the fubjects of the feveral branches of the houfe of Bourbon 
fhall be admitted to a mutual naturalization, and toa parti- 


- cipation of the fame privileges and immunities over all their 


European dominions, as thofe enjoyed by natural born fub- 
jects in the countries +of their’ partieular fovereigns. The 
dire&t trade to America forms the only rnaterial exception to 
this fingular community of interefts.~ Nor is the political 
union made Jefs intimate than the’ civil: 

The kings of France and Spain agree to look upén every 
power as their common enemy; which’ becomes’ the enemy 
of either; that war declared againft the oné fhall be regarded 
as perfonal by the other ; and that; when they happen to be 
both engaged in @ war agaimft the fame enemy or enemies; ; 
they will wage it jointly with their wholeforces, and obferve 
the moft perfect concert*in their military operations, And 
they formally ftipulate, That they will*not make, or even 
lilten to any propofal of peace from'their common enemies, 
but by mutual confent ; bein’ telolved, in time of peace as 
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well,as of qwar, * eachomutually to contider, the interefts. ay 
the allied crown as its own. to compenfate their refpective 
loffes and advantages.;, and to act as if the two monarchies. 
formed only one and.the fame power.” The king of Spain. 
contracts for the king of the Two Sicilies the obligations i im 
pofed by this treaty ; and the three, monarchs engage * “ ‘to, 
“ fupport, on. all occafions, the dignity and rights of theit 
‘ royal houfe, and thofe of the princes defcended from it ®. *i 

. To the boundlefs extent of thefe political ftipulations, there 
is but one refttiGtion ; namely, that Spain {hall not be bound. 


to fuccour France, when fhe is involved in a war in cates. 


quence of her engagements by the treaty of Weftphalia, or 
other alliances with the princes and ftates. of Germany and 
the North; ‘‘unlefs fome maritime power takes part in thofe 
“¢ wars, or France be attacked by land in her own country. °. ie 
This exception, of the Maritime Powers forms a key to the 
whole confederacy ; as it fhews, in the. moft fatisfaGory man- 
ner, againft what power that confederacy i is chiefly dir ected: 
It points out clearly, though obliquely, to the other powers 
of Europe, that their connection with Great Britain is the 
principal circumflance, which is to. provoke the enmity of 
Spain 5. and to Great Britain, that her humiliation is the grand 
obje& of the Family Compact. 

This compa@, which feems at length to hive ae oe 
that intimate union between the French and Spanith monar2 
thies, fo much dreaded at the beginning of the prefent cen- 
tury, on the extinction of the Spanifh branch of the houfe 
_of Auftria, (and which, as we have feen, it was the object 
of the Partition Treaties and the war of the Grand Alliance 
to.prevent,) this compact would of itfelf have been fufficient, 
as {oon as its true purport was known, to jultify Great Bri- 
tain in declaring war again{t Spain ; a power fo intimately 
conneéted with her principal enemy, that it was become im- 


of Abftraé of the Family Compaét, publi thed by the court of France, 
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poflible to diftinguith the one from the other. And, after’ 


' the fteps that had been already taken, fuch a meafure was 


now rendered unavoidable. Mutual declarations ‘of: war 
were accordingly iffued by the courts of London 
and Madrid, in the beginning of the year ; and 
the greateft Prepay avons were made by both, for commencing 
hoftilities with vigour and effect. 

Never had Great Britain feen herfelf in fo perilous a fitu- 


A. D. 1762. 


ation as the prefent. She was engaged, as a principal, in a 
wat with the whole houfe of Bourbon ; and, as an ally, fhe 
had the declining caufe of the king of Pruffia to fupport 
againft the houfe of Auftria, the emprefs of Ruffia, the king 
of Sweden, ard the Germanic body, Nor was this al. As 
the ftrength of her victorious navy gave her a manifeft fupe- 
riority over the fleets of France and Spain,.an expedient was 
fallen upon to engage her in a new land war ; and, by that 
means, finally to exhauft her refources, and divert her atten- 
tion from diftant conquefts or naval enterprifes. “This expe- 
dient was an attack upon the neutral kingdom of Portugal ; 
a great political ftroke, which naturally leads us to take a 
view of the ftate of that kingdom. 
‘As Portugal, in fome meafure, owes to England the per- 
fe&t recovery of her independency, and the family of Bra- 
ganza their full eftablifhment on the throne of that kingdom, 
the clofeft friendfhip has ever fince fubfifted between. the 
two crowns. In confequence of this mutual friendfhip, 
founded on mutual intereit, England gave a preference in 
lier ports to the wines of Portugal above thofe of other coun- 
tries: and obtained, in return for fuch indulgence, many 
exclufive privileges in her trade with that kingdom, of which 
fhe was confidered to be the guardian. Envious of thofe 
commercial advantages, and fenfible that England would 
not tamely relinquifh them, whatever might be the difpofition 
of his moft Faithful Majefty, France fuggefted to Spain the 


invafion of Portugal; as the ok effectual means of diftreff- 
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ing their common enemy, if not of extending the dominions 
of the houfe of Bourbon. 

The ¢ conqueft of Portugal, indeed, feemed no diftant or 
doubtful event. Sunk in ignorance and indolence, repofing 
in the protection of England, and fed and-adorned with the 
rich produ@tions of Brazil (where gold and diamonds are 
found in great abundance, and where the moft luxuriant 
crops of rice and fugar may be raifed almoft without cul- 
ture), the Portuguefe had laid afide all attention to their in- 
ternal defence. A long peace had utterly extinguifhed the 
martial] {pirit among them; and notwithftanding the increafe 
of their refources, they had fuffered their army infenfibly to 

‘moulder away. .That part of it which remained, was with- 
out difcipliné and without officers, and the fortreffes on the 
frontiers were in no ftate of defence. 


Nor were thefe the only circumftances favourable to the — 


yiews of the houfe of Bourbon. Before Portugal had re- 
covered from the fhock of the earthquake that laid Lifbon 
in ruins, it experienced a civil convulfion of the moft dan- 
gerous kind. This was a confpiracy againft the life of 
Jofeph, the reigning fovereign, and the fifth king of the 
houfe of Braganza. Lefs fuperftitious than moft of his pre- 
deceffors, he had banifhed the Jefuits from his court; be- 
caufe their brethren in Paraguay, where they acted as fove- 
reigns, had oppofed the ceffion of certain territories, which 
he had exchanged with the king of Spain, He had alfo 
fpirit and refolution to reptefs the encroachments of the Por- 


tuguefe nobles, and to difconcert the ambitious views of the 


duke d’Aviero, fuppofed to have a defign upon the crown. 
This nobleman, ‘enraged at his difappointment i in a fa- 
yourite matrimonial alliance, by which he hoped to extend 


his political influence, entered into intrigues with the heads | 


of the diffatisfied Jefuits; namely Malagrida, Alexander, 
and Mathos, formerly confeffors to the royal family. ‘They 
encouraged him in his purpofe of deftroying the king, and 
engaged i in his confpiracy the Tavora family, the moft an- 
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“cient. and acnertol | in the, ‘Kingdom, 2 alto difgufted with the 
court. .The confpiracy failed; contrary, to “all human pro- 
ability ; and when it was fo near taking effect, ‘that the 
‘king was dangeroufly wounded, by a thot ‘through the back 
of his carriage in ‘the neighbourhood ‘of Lifbon, on the night 
‘of the third of September, 17 58. He faved’ his life’ by re- 
turning to his country houte, inftead of proceeding to the 
capital, in his way to which he would have been attacked 
‘by new affaffins *°, The principal conipirators were feized, 
and executed in the beginning of the year'1759, and the Je- 
fuits of all defcriptions were banifhed the kingdom, . But the 
difcontents among the nobility remamed, ‘The clergy were 
not ina better humour, The pope had refented the expul, 
fion of the Jefuits; and the body of the people, enflaved by 
.» the moit blind fuperftition, made light of allegiance to a fos 

_yereign at enmity with the Holy See. 


Such was the {tate of the kingdom of Portugal, when the 

Spanith forces marched toward its detencelefs frontiers, and 

_ the minifters of France and Spain prefented to the court of 

Lifbon.a. joint memorial, (the firft fruits of the Family Com- 

‘. pact) in order to perfuade his moft Faithful Majefty to enter 

into the alliance of the two crowns, and to co- -operate in 

-. their {cheme for the humiliation of Great Britain. In that 

memorial, they infifted largely onthe tyranny exercifed by 

England over. all. other powers (but, efpecially i in maritime 

: affairs), and which the kings of Spain and Portugal were 

equally commanded by the ties of blood and their common 
intereft. to, oppofe, And they concluded’ with declaring, 

That as foon as his moit Faithful Majefty had taken his re- 

~ folution, which, they doubted not. would prove favourable, 

their troops were ready to, enter Por tugal, and gatrifon the 

fortreffles ef that kingdom, in order to avert the danger ta 

which it might otherwife be expofed from the naval force 

ot Great Britain. To this extraordinary memonel the two 


10. Account of this Conppiezey, publithed by the court of Lifbon, 
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-miniflers added, That they were padere by their courts to 
“demand a categorical anfwer in four days, and that any far- 
‘ther deliberation would be confideréd asa negative. 

The king of Portugal's fituation was now truly critical, and 
deferving of compaffion. If, contrary to the eftablifted ‘con- 
nections of his crown, its fuppofed interefts, and in violation 
of the faith of treaties, he fhould engage in this proffered al- 
liance, he muft expe to fee his moft valuable feztlements, 
_ Brazil and Goa, fall a prey to his ancient and: injured: ally, 

and Lifbon and Oporto, his chief cities, laid in athes by the 
thunder of the Englifh navy. Nor was this the’ worft. 
“Having admitted garrifons into his principal places’ of 
ftrength, the implied condition of his acceflion to the Bour- 
bon confederacy, he muft neceffarily lay his account with 
being reduced to the abject ftate of a vaffal of Spain. ‘If,’on 
the other hand, he fhould adhere to his engagements, and 
refolve to maintain his independency, an army of fixty thou-. 
fand Spaniards was ready to enter his kingdom, ang reduce it 
to the condition of a conquered province. 

The firmnefs of the king of Portugal, ‘on this trains occa- 
_ fion, is highly worthy of admiration. In anfwer to the in- 
- fulting prepofition of the houfe of Bourbon, he obferyed, 
with judgment and temper, That his alliance with England 
‘ was ancient, and confequently could give no reafonable of- 

fence at the prefent crifis: that it was purely defenfive, and 

therefore innocent $n all refpeéts ; that the late fufferings of 

Portugal difabled her, were fhe even willing, from taking 
“part in an offenfive war ; into the calamities of which neither 
“the love he bore to his fubjeGts as a father, nor the duty by 
which he was- ound to them as a king, would fuffer him to 

“plunge them. The Bourbon courts denied that this alliance 

was purely defenfive, or entirely innocent: and for’ this 
‘aftonifhing reafon, That the defenfive alliance is converted 
into an offenfive one, “from the /tuation of the Portuguefe 
z dominions, and the nature of thé Engliil ‘power!”—The 
Bb4 oe Englith 
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: Engl, fleets, faid they, cannot keep the fea in all feafons, 


nor cruize on the coafts beft calculated, for cutting off the 
French and Spanith navigation, . without the harbours. and 
the friendly affiftance of Portugal. ¢ Nor,” added they, 
MY could thofe hanghty iflanders infult all the maritime powers 
sé of Europe, if the riches of Portugal did pot pafs into their 
“ hands.” And after endeavouring to awaken the jealoufy 
of his moft Faithful Majefty, by reprefenting his kingdom 
as under the yoke of England, ‘they infultingly told him, 
That he ought to be thankful for “*the NECEssIty which 
“ they had laid upon him to make w/e of his rea/on, in order 
‘to take the road. of. his glory, and embrace the common in- 
$* terefi 1” 

Although the king of Portugal was fenfible, that the ne- 
ceflity here alluded to.was the immediate march of the Spa- 
nifh army to take poffefiion of his dominions, he was not .1n- 
timidated from his honourable refolution. The treaties of 


-league and commerce, fubfifting between Great Britain and 


Portugal, were fuch, he maintained, as the laws of God, the - 
laws of nature, and the laws of nations, have always deemed 
innocent... And he entreated their moft. Chriftian and Ca- 
tholic majefties to open their eyes to the crying injuftice of 
turning upon Portugal the hoftilities kindled again{t Great 
Britain ; and to confider that they were giving an example | 
which would lead to the utter deftruCtion of mankind; that 
there was an end of public fafety, if neutral powers were to 
be attacked, becaufe they have entered into defenfive al- 
liances with the powers at war, that if their troops fhould 
invade his ‘dominions, he would therefore, in vindication of 
his neutrality, endeavour to-tepel them with all his forces 
and thofe of his allies. And. he concluded with declaring, 
‘That he would rather fee the laft tile of his palace fall, and 
his faithful fubjects fpill the laft drop of their blood, than fg- 
tt. Printed Papers, publifhed by authority. 
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_grifice the honour or the independency of his crown, and 
afford to ambitious ‘princes, in his fubmiffion, a pretext for 
‘anyading the facred rights of neutrality **. 

In confequence of this magnanimous declaration, the mi- 
nifters of France and Spain immediately left Lifbon. And 
their departure was foon followed by.a joint de- 
nunciation of war againft Portugal, in the name of 
their moft Chriftian and Catholic majefties. His Britannic 
majefty could not view with indifference the danger of his 
faithful ally, who depended upon him for fupport, nor pru- 


April 27. 


dently aveid acting with vigour in his defence. He accord- 
ingly fent over to Portugal arms, ammunition, provifions, 
and near ten thoufand land forces. ; 

By the help of thefe additional troops, the enterprifing va- 
lour of the Britith officers, and the fkilful conduct of the 
count de la Lippe (a German general that had a@ted with’ 
ability under prince Ferdinand of Brunfwick, and now com- 

-manded the Portuguefe army) the Spaniards whorhiad paffed. 
the mountains in three divifions; ta ken feveral places; and 
confidently hoped foon to become matters of the whole king- 
dom, found themfelves under the neceflity of abandoning 
their conquefts, and evacuating Portugal before the clofe of 

‘the ‘campaign*’. ‘In this fervice, brigadier-general Bur- 
goyne, who commanded the Brith troops, bore a diftin- 
guifhed part. 

Nor did the attention of Great Britain to the fafety of 
Portugal diminifh her exertions or her fuccefs in Weitphalia. 
“There the French had refolved to make the moft powerful 
efforts; while the Spaniards; in order to divide. our ftrength, 
should enter the dominions: his moft Faithful Majelty. 
‘Their plan of operations wag Bi 


rly the fame as formerly, 
but they had changed their gener vals. Broglio was difgraced, 
through the intrigues of the prince de Soubife, who now 
commanded the army on the Wefer, in conjunction with 
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emarefchal d’Etrees:;’and that,on the Lower Rhine was com- 
-anitted to the direGtion of the prince of Conde... 

‘The difpofition of the allies was. not more Reise The 
hicivsltea ry ptince was pofted in the bishopric of Muntter, 
with a {trong detachment, to obferve the motions of the 


“prince of Condé; and prince. Ferdinand lay behind. the 


Dymel, with the main body, in order to oppofe the progrefs 
of the grand French army ; to prevent it from entering the 


electorate of Hanover, and if poffible to recover the land- 


graviate of Heffe. | 


The firft fervice prince Ferdinand performed effeQtually. 
-«He- obliged the enemy to abandon Gottingen, the only place 
»- which they poffeffed in the dominions of his Britannic, ma- 


jefty, and which they had fortified at great expence. «He 
gained feveral advantages over them; particularly in the 


'. a@tions at Graebenitein, Homburg, and Melfungen ; 
\ where the Britifh troops under the marquis of Granby: ac- 
~ quired fignal hanour**. He reduced, Cafel, in _prefence: of 


the three: French generals, notwithftanding a defeat which 
‘the hereditary prince had fuffered from the.prince of Condé 
at Johanefberg ; and he was, preparing. to befiege Ziegen~ 
hayn, the Jaft place that remained to the enemy in the land- 
grayiate of Hefle, when he received intelligence of the cefla- 
‘tion of hoftilities. : 

While prince Ferdinand was ‘ane exerting himfelé i in 
»Weftphalia, with a degree of {pirit-which,.made his enemies 


qufinuate, that he had, hitherto protracted the war, in order 


to enjoy its emoluments, the fortune of the king of. Prufha 
wore a variety of appearances, in confequence of certain 
great and fingular revolutions jn the affairs of the North, 

At the clofe of laft campaign, we have feen the Auftrians 
in poffeffion of Schwerdnitz; the key of Silefia, and the Ruf- 
fians mafters. of Colberg, and wintering in Ponierania; fo 


»faat the dominions; of his. Prufian majefty, whofe forces 
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“a¥eré'much cut down, ly entirely atthe mercy of his: eno- 
mies, who were ‘now in a fituation to begin their operations 

“more early than’ formerly, as well as to fuftain them with 
more vigour and concert: “A complete victory, an event by 
no means’ probable, ‘did not feem fufficient to fave him: from 
utter ruin ; when the tremendous ftorm, ready to burft upon 
his head, was happily ‘difipated, by one of thofe fudden and 
extraordinary changes in humaii affairs, which inftantly de- 
cide the fate of nations ; outftrip all human forefight, and 
confound the reafonings of the wifeft politicians. 

Elizabeth, emprefs of Ruffia, fecond daughter of Peter the 
Great, having died in the beginning af the ‘year, was fuc- 
ceeded in the auguft throne by her nephew, the duke of 
‘Hoiftein, under the name of Peter Ill. As they who were 

~ moft intimately acquainted with the fentiments of the new 
Czar only could conjeCture, whether he would purfue or . 
abandon the political fyftem of his predeceffor, the eyes-of all 
Europe were anxioufly turned toward the court of Peterf- 
burg, in order to obferve the direGtion of his ‘early councils. 
He began his reign with regulating, on the moft generous 
principles, his interior government. “He freed the nobility 
ead gentry from all flavith vaffalage, and put them on a foot- 

“ng with thofe of the fame rank in other European countries. 
He abolithed the private chancery, a kind of ftate-inquifi- 
tion: he recalled many unhappy exiles from Siberia’; and 
‘extending his benign polity to his fubjects of all conditions, 
he leffened the taxes pies certain neceffaries of life, to the 
‘great relief of the poor 

The fame ‘mild fpirit, vil diated the civil regulations 
of this prince, feemed to extend idfelf to his ‘foreign politics. 
He ordered a memorial to be delivered, in the month of Fe- 
bruary, to the minifters of his’ allie, in which he declared, 
“That, i in order to procure the re-eftablifhment of peace, he 
‘was ready td facrificé all the conquefts made by the ars of 
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Ruffia daring the war ; in hopes, «That the allied. courts 


- will, on their parts, alfo prefer the reftoration of peace and 


tranquillity, to the advantages which they might expect from . 
the continuance of holtilities—but which they cannot obtain, 
unlefs by a continuation of the effufion of human blood *°!” 

This declaration, however, was not made merely from mo- 
tives of humanity. Befide an extravagant admiration of the 
charadter of the king of Prufia, Peter was ambitious of re- 
covering from Denmark the duchy of Slefwick, to which he 
had pretenfions as duke of Holftein. He therefore ordered 3, 
ceifation of arms, on receiving an unfatisfaCtory anfwer to his 
memorial from the courts of Vienna and Verfailles ; and he- 
entered, foon after, into an alliance with the illuftrious Fre- 
derick, without ftipulating any thing in favour of his former 
confederates... He eve joined part of his forces to thofe of 
his new ally, in order to drive the Auftrians out of: Silefia, 
while he commanded another army to march toward Hol- 
ftein. Sweden followed the example of Ruffia in conclud- 
ing a peace with the court of Berlin. * 

~Therking of Proffia did not fail to profit by this great re- 
volution in his favour. “That load of power which had fo. 
long oppreffed him, and againft which he had borne up with 
fuch unexampled fortitude, being now much lightened, he 
was again enabled to indulge the ardour of his genius, and to 


~adt with vigour againft his remaining enemies. His firft 


object was the recovery of Schweidnitz, the next the expul- 
fion of.the Auftrians out of Silefia. And in the attainment 
of thefe important ends, he was greatly affifted by 
the valour and military fkill of his brother, who 
gained a fignal victory over the Auftrians and Tmperialifts : 


May 12 


near Fyeyberg in Saxony. 

In confequence of this victory, prince Henry remained fo 
fully mafter of Saxony, that the Auftrians found it neceflary 
to withdraw a. dody of troops from their armies in suehers in 
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order-to prevent his making irruptions into the heart of Bos 
hemia. Marefchal Daun, however, with a large army, 
Rill occupied certain eminences in the neighbourhood of: 
'Schweidnitz, by which he was enabled to protec that city. 
The king of Pruffia refolved to force him to abandon thofe 
pofts. And he fucceeded ; though not by a direé& attack, 
which he fotind to be impraCticable, but by a feries of maf, 
terly movements, which made the cautious Daun apprehen- 
five for the fafety of his principal magazine, and even that 
his communication with Bohemia might be cut off. - He ac- 
cordingly fell back to the frontiers of Silefia, and left 
Schweidnitz uncovered *7. 

His Pruffian majefty immediately prepared to inveft that 
place with a numerous army. In the mean time, different 
bodies of his troops, fome on the fide of Saxony, others on 
that of Silefia, penetrated deep into Bohemia ; laid many 
parts of the country under contribution, and {pread univerfal 
alarm. A body of Ruffian irregulars alfo made an irruption 
into Bohemia, and retaliated on the Auftrians thofe cruel ra- 
vages, which, at the inftigation of the court of Vienna, the 
fame barbarous enemy had formerly committed on the Pruf= 
fian dominions. 7 

* But the gallant Frederick, while conducting with equal 
_ fpirit and ability, that bold line of operations which unex- 
expected circumftances had enabled him to form, was threat- 
ened with a fudden reverfe- of fortune, in confequence of a 
new revolution in Ruffia. Peter HII. in his rage for inno- 
vation, made more new regulations in a few weeks, than a 
prudent prince would have hazarded in a long reign. His 
firft meafures, as we have feen were truly laudable, and 
feemed well calculated to procure him the affeGtions of his 
people; but, being of a rafh and irregular turn of mind, he 
in. many inftances fhocked their prejudices, even while he. 
confulted their interefts. Mie difgulted both..the army and 
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the church, the:two chief pillars of abfolute way; the fors> 
mer, by the manifeft preference which he ‘gave to his Hol+> 
{tein guards, and. to all. officers: of that country: the» lattery. 
by his contempt of the Greek communion, having been:bred!, 
a Lutheran, and by certain innovattens in regard,to images 5° 
but more efpecially by an attempt to moderate the revenues: 
of the clergy, and an order that, abe frould no. ends be 
« diftinguithed by beards.” j 
Thefe were high‘caufes of ice haaes audi thr eatened the: 
throne with all the violence of civil war,» But Peter’s mif=) 
fortunes immediately arofe from a matrimonial feud—from 
the bofom of his own family. He had long flighted-his:con=: 
fort, Catharine, of the houfe of Anhalt-Zerbft, (a woman 
of a mafculine difpofition and found underftanding, by. whofe: 
counfels he might have profited) and now openly lived> with» 
the countefs of Woronzoff, neice to the chancellor of. that 
name. To this lady he feemed devoted with fo ftrong a paf- 
fion, that it was generally: believed he had fome: thoughts: of 
ihutting the emprefs up in a convent, ' and of ‘raiding: the’ 
countefs to the pattnerthip of his throne. -Theodiffatished: 
part of the nobility, clergy, ‘and: chief officers:of 
the army, taking advantage of that domeftic diffens 
fion, affembled in the abfence.of the Czar, depofed-him for« 
mally, and invefted Catharine with the imperial enfignss lan 
The new emprefs marched at the headvof: the malcontents 
in queft of her hufband.. Peter was: folacing« himfelf. with 
his miflrefs at one of his houfes of: pleafure, aiid  expreffed 
the utmoft furprife at being told the fceptre was departed) | 
from him. When convinced of the fatal truth, he attempts 
e@ to efcape to Holftein, but was feized and thrownsanto pri: 
fon ; ; nl he expired a few days after; of what was called 
an ‘hemorrkoidal colic, to which -he was faid ito: have heen 
tubject **. His death; by reafon of the fteps that had pre= 


June 28. 
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ceded sit; otcafioned no fpeculation, » It was, indeed, an. 
event univerfally:expected. . Princes dethroned by their fub~, 
jects are feldom allowed. to languifh long in the gloom ofa 
dungeon. The jealoufy of the fucceffor, or the: fears: of. 
fome principal con{pirator, commonly make few their mo- 
ments of trouble, 

» Catharine II. fince fo much celebrated for her liberal po- 
lity, began her reign with flattering prejudices. Though a 
foreigner herfelf, the wifely difmiffed all foreigners from her 
fervice and confidence. She fent away the Holftein guards, 
and chofe Ruffians in their ftead: fhe reftored to the clergy 
their revenues; and, what was of no lefs importance, the 
privilege of wearing beards.—She conferred all the great of- 
fices of ftate on native Ruffians, and threw herfelf whollv 
on the affeCtions of that people to whom fhe owed her ele- 
vation. 

The wifdom of this policy was not difputed. But it was 
feared, by one part of Europe, and hoped by another, that 
Catharine would introduce a total change of fy{tem alfo in 
regard to foreign affairs ; for the peace and alliance with the 
king of Prufia were very unpopular meafures in Ruflia. 
Every thing, in a word, feemed to threaten the illuftrious 
Frederick with a renewal of his former difficulties and dif= 
treffes. jtoree 

Fortunately, however, for that heroic prince, the riew 
emprefs, independent of perfonal regard, did not think her 
fituation fufficiently fecure to engage in foreign hoftilities.. 
She therefore declared to the Pruffian mimifter at the court 
of Peterfburg. «‘ That fhe was refolved to obferve inviola- 
«‘-bly,in all :points, the perpetual peace concluded under 
«- the preceding reign; but thatdhe had thought proper, nes 
«« yerthelefs, to order back to Ruflia, by the neareft roads, 
_ «all her troops: in Silefia, Pruffia, and Pomerania.” And 
although this change, from a ftrict alliance to a mere neu- 
trality, made no fmall ditference im the ftate of the king of 
Pruffia’s affairs, yet muft it be regarded, all things.-confider- 
sep! ed, 
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ed, as an éfcape fearcely lefs wonderful than ‘lie former = 
efpecialty as all the important places which the Ruffians hat 
with fo much bloodfhed acquired, were — — 
that monatch. .. “ 

His Pruffian majefty, inftead of being diesineged by the’ 
order fent for the return of the Ruffians, accordivigly ated 
only with more vigour. He attacked marefchal-Daun the 
day after it arrived, but beforé the news had reached the’ 
Auftrian camp, and drove him, by terror, no lefs than force’ 
of arms, from the heights of Buckerfdorff, with confider~ 
able lofs: He next invefted Schweidnitz in perfon; and ob- 
liged that much contefted town, though defended by a garri- 
fon of nine thoufand men, to furrender, after a fiege of two 
rhonths, in fpite of the utmoft efforts of Laudohn and Daun’: 
to obftruct his operations "?. 

No fooner did the warlike king find himfelf mafter of 
Schweidnitz, and eventually of all Silefia, than be began to’ 
turn, his eye towards Saxony. He reinforced his brother’s 
army in’ that electorate, and made préparations, which feem~ 
ed to indicate a defign of laying fiege to Drefden: 


Thefe preparations, and thé decifive vi@ory gained by 


prince Henry over the Imperialifts and Auftrians near Frey- 
berg; mduced the court of Vienna to conclude a ceffation 
of hoftilities with his Pruffian majefty, for Saxony and Sile~ 
fia. In confequence of this impolitic and. partial truce, 
which provided nejther for the fafety of the dominions of 


the houfe of Auftria, nor of thofé members of the’ empire’, 


that were attached to its interefts, one body of the Pruffian 
army broke into Bohemia; advanced nearly to. the gates of 
Prague, and deftroyed a valuable magazine ; while’ another’ 
fell upon the fame country in a different quarter, and laid’ 
the greater part of the town of Egra in athes, by a fhower 
of bombs and red-hot bullets*°. Sone parties penetrated 
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into the heart of Franconia, and even as far as Swabia; ra- 
vagitig: the country, ‘exaéting heavy” peach mein and 
fpreeding : ruin and difmay ‘on evety fide. 

In thofe predatory expeditions the Pruffians are fuppofed 
to ~have levied a fum ‘equivalent to a million fterling, two 
hundred thoufand pounds of which“were paid by the induf- 
trious and free city of Nuremberg. Many of the princes 
and ftates found themfelves obliged to fign a neutrality, i in or- 
der to fave'their territories from farther ravages; and moft 
others were fo difabled by tie late defeat in Saxony, er ex- 
haufted by the fubfequent incurfions, that no profpect re- 
mained of their being able to furnifh, for next campaign, 
any army under the imperial name and authority”*: The 
war, therefore, was feemingly left to be finifhed as it had 
been begun, by the fingle arms of Pruffia and Avftria. 

During thefe tranfactions in Germany, fo favourable to 
the allies of his Britannic majefty, the Britifh arms were not 
native. The fpirit with which Mr. Pitt had carried on 
the French war, and the obligation which the new minifters 
found themfelves under of declaring war againft Spain, made 
them fenfible of the neceflity of fhewing the people, and 
convincing their enemies, that neither the vigour-of the na- 
tion, nor the wifdom of its councils, depended upon a fin- 
gleman. They accordingly made greater, and more fuc- 
cefsful efforts than any under his adminiftration, though the 
fupplies fell fhort of thofe of laft year by one million. With- 
out* weakening the army in Weftphalia, we have already 
feen therm undertake the defence of Portugal, and defend it 
effe@tually. In like manner, without evacuating Belleifle, 
or abandoning our conquefts on the continent of America, 
they drew troops from both; and in putfuance of that line 
of policy which they had always recommended, fent out two 
powerful armaments, for the redu€tion of the French and 
Spanifh iflands in the Weft Indies. 
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_ The fr. armament, which had. been prepared under the 
adminiftration of Mr. Pitt,was deftined againft Martinico ; 
the. largeft and -beft. fortified of the French Windward 
Iflands, and the refidence of the governor-general.. This 
armament was compofed of nine thoufand land. forces, head- 
ed by general Monckton, and eighteen fhips of the line, be- 
- fide frigates, fire-fhips, and bomb-ketches, under the direc- 
tion of rear-admiral Rodney. ‘The fleet came within fight 
of Martinico on the feventh of January. The troops were 
difembarked, without the lofs of a man, in the neighbour- 
hood of Fort Royal, the ftrongeft place in the ifland; and 
by gaining, with incredible fortitude, poffeffion of certain 
eminences, named Tortenfon and Garnier, by which it is 
commanded, (and which were then but indifferently fortified,, 
but gallanily defended) the invaders foon made the governor 
fenfible of the neceflity of furrendering the citadel, in order 
to fave the town fronr being laid in afhes*?. — : ; 

On the reduction of Fort Royal, which capitulated on 
the fourth of February, M. de la Touche, the governor-ge- 
neral, retired to St. Pierre, a large and populous town on 
the fame fide of ,the ifland. He there feemed determined to 
make a laft ftand; but, through the. earneft folicitations of 
the inhabitants, anxious for the prefervation. of their pro- 
perty, and envious of the profperity of the planters of Gua- 
daloupe, under the Englifh government, he was. prevailed 
upon to offer, and obtained terms of capitulation for the 
whole ifland, before the place was invefled 73. Wath Mar- 
tinico fell Granada, St. Lucia, St.Vincent, and every other 
place belonging to France, or occupied by Frenchmen, 
though ‘reputed neutral, in the extenfive chain of the Carib- 
bee Iflands.: 

Before the fuccefs of this expedition was known in Eng- 
land, the fecond and grand armament was ready to fail. {ts 
object. was the famous city of Havana, the, principal fea- 
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port in the ifland of Cuba, ‘the key of the gulf of Mexico, 
and the centre of the Spanifh’ trade and navigation in the 
New World. The conception of the enterprife was’ great, 
as it ftruck immediately at the very bafis of the-enemy’s 
power: and the armament was equal to) its’ objeéti Tt-con- 
fifted of nineteen fhips of the line, eighteen. filgates, and 
about one hundred and fifty tranfports, with ten. thoufand 
land forces on board: 

' Thefe troops were to be joined by four haere nien from 
North America. The command of the fleet was entrufted 
to admiral Pococke; whom we have feen diftinguifly himfelf 
in the Eaft Indies. The ‘land forces were under the direc- 
tion of the earl of Albemarle. And the whole armament; 
which affembled off the north-weft point of Hifpaniola, and 
was conducted, for the fake of expedition, ( with uncommon 
feamanthip,) through the old channel of Bahama; arrived _ 
in fight of thofe dreadful fortifications that were to be fiorm- 
ed on the fixth day of June a4; gies G2. gan 

~The city of Havana ftands near the Bottom: “of: ay «fatal 
bay, that forms one of the fafeft harbours i in the world, vand 
which is fo capacious, that a thoufand fhips of the largeft 
fize may there commodioufly ride atanchor. The entrance 
into this harbour is by a narrow ‘channel, ftrongly’| fortified 
en each fidé. The mouth of that channel, when vifited by 
_ the Englifh fleet under admiral Pococke, was fecuted by two 
ftrong forts ; on the eaft fide, by one named the Moro, and 
on the weft, by another called the Puntal: “Fhe Moro h: ad * 
towards the fea two baftions, and on the land fide’ other two, 
with a wide and deep ditch cut out of the rock. The Puntal, 
alfo furrounded by a ditch,’cut in the fame manter, was pro- 
vided with.cafemates, and every way well calculated for co- 
operating with the Moro in defence of the harbour. It had 
likewifé fome batteries that opened ‘upon the country, and: 
flanked part of the town wall: “Phat wall, which was not 
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in the beft repair, twenty-one baftions not ina much better 
ftate, a dr y ditch of no confiderable width, anda covered way 


almoft in ruins, formed the only defence of the: city i itfelf It 
has therefore been thought, by: fome military men, that the 
-eperations ought to have been begun with the attack of the 


town by land; efpecially as it was utterly impra@ticable to- 


-attack it by fea, the entrance of the harbour being not only 

defended by the forts, but by fourteen Spanith fhips of the 
line ; three of which were afterward funk in the ppamels 
and a boom laid acrofs it. 

But lord Albemarle thought otherwife, either from his ig- 
norance of the ftate of the fortifications, or from feeing ob- 
jeGts in a different light. The troops were therefore no 
‘fooner landed, and.a body of the enemy that attempted to op- 
pofe their progrefs difperfed; than he began to form the fiege 
of the Moro; which he confidered, and perhaps juftly, as the 
grand object of the armament, as the reduction of it muft 
infallibly be followed by the furrender of the city ; whereas 
if he had attacked the town firft, his army might have been 
fo ‘such weakened as to be unable to furmount the vigorous 
refiftance of the fort, defended not only by the garrifon, but 
by the flower of the inhabitants, zealons to fave their own 
and the public treafure. A poft was accordingly feized upon 
the higher ground, and batteries were erected, though with 
infinitedificulty. 

The hardfhips which the Britith troops fuftained in this 
fervice are altogether incredible. The earth was fo thin on 
the face of the hill, that they could with difficulty cover their 
approaches ; and it being neceffary that the cannon and car= 
tiages fhould be dragged by the foldiers and failors, upa Bald 
declivity, from a rough and rocky fhore, many of the men, 
in that painful labour, while parched with thirft beneath a 
a burning fun, dropped down dead. At length every obfta- 
cle was furmounted. ‘The batteries, difpofed along a ‘Tidge 
on a level with the Moro, were opened with effed.- The 
garrifon had been repulfed, with great laughter, * ‘in an at- 
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tempt to deftroy them ; and the befiegers flattered themfelves 
with a {peedy period to their toils, when their principal: bat- 
tery took fire, and the labour of fix hundred men for fixteen 
days was confumed in a few. hours, | 

This accident was peculiarly difcouraging ; sfpecilly as it 
happened at a crifis when the hardfhips of the fiege, and the 
difeafes of the climate, had rendered two-thirds of the Eng- 
lith army unfit for fervice. - The feamen were not in a mucli 
better condition, Yet both foldiers and failors, animated by 
that active and perfevering courage, which fo remarkably 
diftinguifhes the natives of Great Britain, applied themfelves 
‘with vigour to the reparation of damages. Unfortunately; 
another hattery took fire. The befiegers, however, impelled 
by every motive of glory, intereft, and ambition, continued 
their efforts, with as much: ardour as if the fiege had been 
but juft begun. At length; after conquering numberlefs dif- 
ficulties, they got poffeffion of ithe covered way. They 
made a lodgement before the right baftion; and a mine being 
fprung, which threw down part of the works into the ditch, 
a breach was left open. Though fmall, the foldiers Were 
ardered to f{torm it. 

--The attempt feemed defperate, as the Spanifh garrifon 
was ftill ftrong ; ‘and the brave defence it had made, allowed 
the befiegers no room to doubt of the vigilance, valour, and 
refolution of the commanders. But danger itfelf was*only a 
ftimulus to men who had fo near a prof{pect of terminating 
their dreadful toils. They accordingly prepared themfelves 
for the aflault with the utmoft alacrity ; and mounting the 
breach ‘under the command of lieutenant Forbes, fupported 
by lieutenant-colonel Stuart, entered the fort with fo much 
order and intrepidity, as entirely difconcerted the 
garrifon. Four hundred of the Spaniards were 
cut in pieces, or perifhed m attempting make their efeape by 
water to the city: the reft threw down their arms, and re~ 
écived quarter. “The marquis de Gonzalez, the fecond in 

command, was killed: in bravely endeavouring to. ftop the 
Ce Loert flight 
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flight of his: countrymen; and Don Lewis de°Velafco, the 
governor, haying ‘colleGed a {mall body of refolute foldiers, 
in an entrenchment around the flag-ftaff, ‘glorioufly fell i in 
defending the enfign of Spain, which no entreaties could ins 
duce him to ftrike, 

No fooner did the Spaniards in the town avid Puntal caftle 
fee the befiegers in the poffeffion of the Moro, than they dir 
yeted all their fire againft that place. Meanwhile the Bri- 
tifh troops, encouraged by their fuccefs, were vigoroufly em- 
ployed i in remounting the guns of the fort, and in erecting 
batteries upon an eminence that commanded the city. ‘Thefe 
batterjes being happily completed, and fixty pieces of cannon 
ready to play upon the Havana, Jord Albemarle, 
willing to prevent an unneceflary carnage, fent his 
aid de camp with a flag of truce, to fammon the governor to 
furrender, and make him fenfible of the unavoidable deftruc- 
tion that was ready to fall upon the place. ‘The haughty 
Spaniard replied, that he was under no uneafy apprehenfions, 
eee would hold out to the Jaft extremity. 

Next morning, how ever, the batteries were ead with 
fuch effect both agaipft the town and fort, that flags of truce 
appeared in every quarter of the city about noon, and a de- 
puty was fent to the camp of the befiegers, in order to fettle 
the terms of capitulation. A ceffation of hoftilities imme- 
diately took place ; and, as foon as the terms were adjufted, 
the city of Havana, and a diftriG of one hundred and eighty 
miles to. the weftward, included in its. government ;:-the 
Puntal caftle, and the fhips in the harbour, were furren- 
dered to his Britannic majefty 7°... Without violating the ar- 
ticles of capitulation, which fecured to the inhabitants their 
private property, the conquerors found a booty computed at 
near three millions fterling, in filver and valuable merchan- 
dife belonging to the Catholic king, befide an immenfe quan- 
ity of arms, artillery, and cniltbany flores. 
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This fingle blow, the greateft perhaps ever-ftruck by any 
nation, was in a manner finally fubverfive of the power of 
the houfe of Bourbon, by cutting off their refources. The’ 
marine of France was already ruined: her finances were 
low. Spain, along with her principal fortrefs in the Weft 
Indies, had loft a large fleet. And the conqueft of the Ha- 
vana not only gave to England the abfolute command of the 
gulf of Mexico, but put her eventually in the pofleffion of 
the whole American Archipelago. Porto Rico and Hifpa+ 
niola only remained to the enemy ; and thofe iflands, it was 
well known, being cut off from all communication with Eu- 

rope, and utterly deftitute of neceffaries, would have furren- 
dered on the firft fummons. 

The navy of Great Britain was fuperior to that of all the 
other powers of Europe combined. She had the means of 
fupporting it in her-immenfe commerce, which increafed 
with her fleets : and both might be faid to embrace the uni- 
yerfe. » For her conquefts, during this feafon of glory, were 
not confined to the Weft Indies. The fouth of Afia aifo be- 
held her triumphs. 

While the Britith forces were engaged in the fiege of the 
Havana, an armament failed from Madrafs, under: the: di- 
ection of rear-admiral Cornifh and_brigadier. general Dra- 
per, for the Philippine Iflands. The chief objeét of this 
enterprife was the reduction of the city of Manila, the capi- 
tal of the ifland of Luconia ; \the feat of the Spanith govern- 
“ment in thofe iflands, and the centre of communication be- 
tween South America and the Eaft Indies. 

~The hoftile fleet arrived in the bay of Manila before the 
governor had the leaft intimation ofits approach, and even 
before he was informed of the war with England. 
He prepared himfelf, however, for a: vigorous de- 
fence, and rejected with difdain the repeated f{ummons of the 
Britifh commanders.” Neceffary {teps were confequently 
taken for landing the troops, confifting of two thonfand and 
three hundred men. The debarkation was fafely effected ; 
Cee an 
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_ an important pott was feized ; batteries were acted: and 
every effort was made to reduce the town by force. . But the 
operations of the hefiegers were much retarded by inceffant 
and heavy falls of rain, accompanied with a dreadful tempeft, 
which pr evented the fleet from co-operating with the army ;— 
and alfo by the unremitted attacks of the native Indians, a 

‘brave and hardy people, who rufhed up to the muzzles of 
the Britith muskets, in their wild ferocity, and even gnawed 
the bayonets with their teeth, when mortally wounded *° 

Meanwhile the invaders, in fpite of every obftacle, ee 
ced toward the accomplifhment of their enterprize. They 

Oeil had filenced the enemy’s principal battery, and greatly 

damaged the fortifications toward the fea ; when, as 

a lait effort to raife the fiege, a defperate fally was pufhed 

by a large body of Spaniards and Indians. Both however 

were repulfed, after a fharp and bloody conflitt.” A praétic- 
able breach, in the works, was at length opened ; and pre- 
parations were made for ftorming it. 

In fuch circumftances, it might naturally have been ex- 
pected, that the governor, inftead of longer remaining obfti- 
nate, would have offered to capitulate, in order to fave the 
lives and property of the inhabitants. But no propofal to 
that purpofe was prefented. General Draper therefore took 
the moft effe€tual meafures for carrying the place by affault, 
The troops having filed off from their quarters in {mall bo- 


ane dies about four o’clock in the morning, advanced ta 


the breach at the fignal of a general difcharge of ar-_ 


tillery and mortars, and under cover of a thick {moke, which 
was blown full upon the town. Lieutenant Ruffel led the 
way, at the head of fixty volunteers (from the different 
bodies of which the army was compofed); {upported by the 
grenadiers of Draper’s regiment, to which he belonged. 
Colonel Monfon and major More followed with two grand 


25. Draper’s Journal of the Siege of Manila, in London Gazettey, April 19, 
1763. 
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; diyifions of the fame heroic regiment ; next came a battalion 
of feamen ; and the Eaft India company’ s troops clofed the 
Tear *7, 

All thefe four bodies behaved with great intrepidity. ‘The 
Spaniards were inftantly driven from their works, and the place 
was entered with little lofs. The governor, who had taken 
refuge in the citadel, furrendered at difcretion, but folicited 
protection for the citizens ; and the humanity and genero- 
fity of the Britifh commanders, faved the town from a _gene- 
ral and juftly merited pillage. A ranfom of four millions of 
dollars xvas only demanded for this relaxation of the laws of 
war. But it was ftipulated, at the fame time, that all the 
other fortified places in the ifland of Luconia, and in all the 
iflands dependent on its government, fhould alfo be furren- 
dered to his Britannic majefty **. The whole rang: of the 
Philippines fell with the city of Manila. 

The Britifh empire had now acquired an extent that afto- 
nifhed the world. Every where victorious, by land and ‘by 
fea, in both hemifpheres and in all quarters of the globe, 
it feemed only neceflary for England to determine’ what 
fhare of her conquefts fhe chofe to retain, and what terms 
fhe would impofe upon the houfe of Bourbon; the king of 
Pruffia being now in a condition to make terms for himfelf, or 
continue the war without farther fubfidies, and the king of 
Portugal having little to apprehend from Spain in her prefent 
difabled ftate. It was therefore fondly hoped by the patrio~ 
tic part of the Englifh nation, that the glorious opportunity 
of finally humbling this haughty family, which had been fo 
fhamefully neglected and loft, through the prevalence of 
Tory counfels at the peace of Utrecht, was at laft completely 
recovered ; and that the Family Compadt, lately fo alarming 
to Great Britain, would terminate in the confufion of her 
ambitious enemies. ‘ 

In the mie of our fplendid conquefts parce to the fur- 
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prife of all Europe, :and the indignant -aftonifhment of every 
honeft. Englifhman, a negociation with the Bourbon courts 
had been agreed to by the minifters of his Britannic majefty. 
And before the event of the expedition againft Manila was 
known, preliminaries of a treaty of peace were fign- 
ed at Fontainbleau ; which have generally been con- 
fidered as inadequate to the advantages obtained by the Bri- 
tith arms. during the war, and which could certainly contri- 
bute little to the depreffion of France or Spain. The caufe 
of a meafure fo extraordinary deferves to be traced to its 
fource. 

George {H. the moment he afcended the throne of Great 
Britain, determined to abolifh, as far as poffible, all thofe 
odious party diftinCtions which had fo long divided the king- 
dom, and to extend the royal favour and confidence equally 
to the whole body of his fubjects, This policy, as time has 
too fully proved, was more liberal than wife; for although 
the \ Whigs, who engroffed all the great offices of ftate du- 


Nov. 3. 


rmg the two preceding reigns, had loft much of their popu- 
larity by promoting the influence of the crown, they were 
fall efleemed the true friends of freedom, and the natural 
fupporters of the family of Hanover on the throne of thefe 
realms. By them chiefly had been brought about the Revo- 
lution, and by them the eftablifhment of the Proteftant Suc 
ceffion. 

The Tories indeed, by affuming the character of patriots, 
had frequently been able, as we have feen, to maintain a for. 
midable oppofition. But that oppofition was confidered, by 
the more moderate and intelligent Whigs, as no more than 
fufficient to keep alive the fpirit of liberty, and preferve the 
balance of the conftitution. The firft, and alfo the fecond 
George, therefore, always difregarded the arguments of thofe 
courtiers, who endeavoured to prove, that they would more 
firmly eftablih their fway, by admitting the Tories to an 
equal fhare in the adminiftration. They repofed all their — 
confidence in the Whigs, . The fhock of two rebellions, af- 
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eribed by many to this narrow policy, induced the princes of 
the Brunfwick line to make no alteration in their plan. 

My. Pitt had originally affociated himfelf with the fuppofed 
‘Tory patriots, and firft acquired diftinGtion by oppofing the 
corrupt fyftem of Sir Robert Walpole, the declared head of 
the Whigs. After the refignation of that minifter, he occa- 
fionally temporized, (though he feems always to have had 
an eye to the true interefts of Great Britain) and was fome- 
times reputed a Whig and fometimes a Tory. But during 
his own adminiftration, he fcorned all party diftinctions ; 
and the very names of Whig and Tory were loft in the blaze 
of his popularity. Repofing on the affections of his country, 
the ftrength and the refources of which he better underftood 
than any other man, he employed men of all parties, and 
found all alike faithful. He raifed whole regiments of High- 
landers from among the difaffeéted clans, and gave the com- 
mand of fome of them to officers who had ferved under the 
Pretender. Their behaviour juitified his confidence. They 
carried victory whitherfoever they appeared, and became the 
moft loyal fubje&s of his Britannic majetty. 

‘This great man would foon have done away all local and 
party diftinctions ; and, while affifted by fo able a minifter, 
the refolution of the young king, to lend his countenance to 
the abolition of fuch diftinctions, as a prelude to a more 
liberal fyftem of policy, was alike generous and prudent. 
But on the refignation of Mr. fecretary Pitt, the duke of 
Newcatftle, firft commiffioner of the treafury, who had long 
been confidered as the head of the Whigs, endeavoured to 
revive thofe factious diftinGions, in order to ruin the credit 
of his rival in power, John earl of Bute, a nobleman of 
worth and probity, as well as learning and talents, but of 
a dry humour and referved temper ; and who unhappily for 
the quiet of the nation, befide being little acquainted’ with 
public bufinefs, was a reputed Tory, a Scotchman, and 2 a 
epneyt ere 
; The public clamour was accordingly loud againft the 
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favourite. Bat as the duke of Newcaftle’s faculties, which 


hhad never. been flrong, were now much decayed, and his ri- 
~ yal poffefled the royal ear, he faw his influence in the cabi- 
net daily decline, notwithf{tanding his great parliamentary 
intereft, his high office, and his importance as the demagogue 
of the mott powerful par iy in the kingdom. He had: aecord- 
ingly found it neceflary, i in the month of May, to refign ; 3 
and the earl of Bute, in confequence of that refignation, was 
placed at the head of the treafury. 

Many of the duke of Newcaftle’s friends, perfons of - 
and eminence, had refigned with him. And the new muinif— 
ter, in order to preferve his fituation, judged it prudent to des 
prive others of their employments, and to fill their places, 
with men attached to his perfon; among whom, efpecially 
in the inferior departments, were too many of his own 

countrymen: He alfo thought it found policy, in conformity 
es with the fyftem of comprehenfion that had been embraced, 
“40 attempt a coalition with the great body of the Tories, or 
country gentlemen of ancient families, who had uniformly 
oppofed the court during the two. preceding reigns, and who 
were able to yield him effeQual fupport. ‘They readily came 
into his meafures. 

‘The popular clamour, how ever, continued ; magica 
the friends of Mr, Pitt did not form an actual yuncion with 
thofe of the duke of Newcattle, both parties were alike hof- 
ule to the minifter. To one or the other of thefe two parties 
belonged the whole commercial and moneyed intereft. The 

' earl of Bute was, therefore, foon made fenfible of the ne- 
ceflity of refigning, or of procuring-peace to Europe ; as 
he muft expect to encounter infuperable difficulties, in at. 
tempting to raife the fupplies neceflary for the profecution of 
the war, From motives of patriotifm, as he declared,. he. 
chofe the latter alternative ; and fo far as his judgment aan 
fwayed by an antipathy again{t the continental fyftem,; he de- 
ferves pardon, if not praife. But the great body of the peo- 
ple of England, though not infenfible of their burdens, or of 
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“the degree of their annual ‘increafe, have not yét forgiven 
‘him for checking the career of their conquefts. They had 
nothing’to fear, dnd every thing to hope, from a continuance 
of hoftilities. 

Fortunately fer the Bridth minifter, if not for the ie 
dom, all things were favourable to his views among the hof- 
wile powers on the continent. Difappointed in her hopes of 
immediate advantage from the Family Compact, the inya-_ 

“fion of Portugal, and the refignation of Mr. Pitt, France was 
now fincerely difpofed to peace. Spain having: fuffered be- 
“yord example, during her fhott concern in the war, and la- 
bouring ¢ under the moft dreadful apprehenfions of future mis- 
fortunes, keenly repented of the fiep fhe had taken, | and 
wvifhed to recede. Both courts, therefore, faw with peculiar 
fatisfaGtion, the progrefs of the popular difcontents in Eng- 
‘land; and France, in order to’ profit by them, and recover 
“in the éabinet ‘what fhe had‘ loft in the field, indicated, 
‘through the medium of the king of Sardinia, a defire of ne- 
gociating. 

‘The propofal was cordially embraced by the Britifh’ minif- 
try. And the duke of Bedford was fent over to Paris (after 
certain difcuffiens), to treat on the part of his Britannic ma 
jefly; and the duke de Nivernois to London, on the part 
of the-moft Chriftian king. The negociation, which was’ 
built upon that begun by Mr. Pitt, with too little attention, 
on the part of Great Britain, to the fortunate change of eir- 
cumftances in her favour, was accordingly foon finifhed; as 
no new demand of any confequence was made, and. both 
parties now agreed to withdraw themfelves wholly from the 
‘German war, and make reftitution of all the places they had ~ 
taken on the European continent. Andthe Preliminary Ar 
ticles, including the interefts of both France and Spain, were 
‘figned, as already obferved, in the beginning of November. 

By thofe articles it was ftipulated, “ “Chat France’ {hall 
«¢ cede to Great Britain, Canada in its utmoft extent, with 

“«t the iflands of St. John and Cape Breton, and all'that part 
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of Louifiana, which lies on this fide of the Miffifippi, ex- 
‘© cept the town of New Orleans and its territory : That the 
French fhall be permitted to fifh on the banks of New- 
-foundland, under certain limitations ; and that the iflands — 
of St. Pierre and Miquelon, fhall be ceded to them for the | 
benefit of their fifhery, but without the liberty of erecting 
forts on tHofe iflaids: That Spain fhall relinquifh her 
claim to fifth on the banks of Newfoundland; permit the | 
Englifh logwood-cutters to build houfes in the bay of Hon- 
duras, for the conveniency of their trade ; evacuate what- 
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cede Florida to Great Britain, in confideration of having 
“¢ the Havana, and all that part of the ifland of Cuba, con- 
© quered by the Britith arms, reftored to her: That the ifland 
of Minorca fhall be reftored to Great Britain, and the iflands 
of Martinico, Guadaloupe, Goree, and Belleifle to France: 
That France fhall cede to Great Britain the forts and fae- 
tories fhe has loft on the River Senegal, the ifland of 
Granada and the Granadines, and give up all claim to 
the neutral iflands of St. Vincent, Dominica, and Toba- 
“go.” But St. Lucia, the moft valuable of the neutral 
~ iflands, was delivered in full right to France, and the French 
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Eaft India company ‘were put in the fame {fituation as after 
the peace of Aix-la-Chapelle; by the reftitution of Pondi- 
cherry and other places, with the fingle exception of erecting 
no forts in the province of Bengal. In return for fo many 
indulgencies, France agreed to deftroy the harbour, and de-— 
molith the fortifications of Dunkirk. 

‘Thefe preliminaries were approved, contrary to all expec- 
tatton, by a majority of the Britifh parliament, and the defini- 
A.D. 1763. tive treaty was figned at Paris early in the follow- 
Feb. 16: ing year. About the fame time was figned, at 
Hubertfburg, ‘a treaty of peace between the emprefs-queen 
and the king of Pruffia ; by which it was provided, That a 
mutual reftitution of conquefts, and an oblivion of injuries 
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fhould take place, and that both parties fhould be put in the 
fame fituation as at the commencement of hoftilities. 

.. Thus my dear Philip, was terminated, fortunately for the 
general happinefs of mankind, but prematurely for the gran- 
deur of Great Britain, and without a due attention to her 
interefts, the moft active, {plendid, and univerfal war that 
ever divided the human race ; the moft bloody between dif- 
ciplined armies, and the moft general in Europe, fince that 
which was clofed by the Peace oF WESTPHALIA, 
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BESIDE the general diffatisfaGtion in England, occafioned 
by the premature termination of hoftilities, and the reftitu- 
tion of fo many conquefts without adequate cefhions, it was 
ftrongly urged by fome popular writers, that the Britifh mi- 
‘nifiry had committed a {till more dangerous error, at the 
peace of Paris, in the choice of the conquefts they had thought 
proper to retain. ‘ Martinico and Guadaloupe,” faid thofe 
writers, “ would have been found more profitable poffef- 
«: fions than. Canada and its dependencies. ‘Their produce 
would not only have augmented the royal revenue, while 
«* it increafed our fhipping, but have given us the command 
«« of the fugar-trade of Europe. France ought to have been 
«« compelled to make her facrifices in the Weft Indies.” It 
muft, however, be owned, That as the war had originated 
in North America, and had taken. its rife immediately from 
a difpute between the French and Englith colonies concern- 
ing their boundaries, its grand object on our part, the fe- 
curing of our American colonies again{ft future encroach- 
‘ments, feemed to.be attained at the peace, in the ceflion made 
by France of Canada and Louifiana to Great Britain. 

The fecurity of the Englifh colonies in North America, as 
well.as their.extenfion, was farther provided for, in the cef- 
fion of Florida by Spain. But that fecurity, it was infinuat- 

ed, 
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ed, by certain keen-fighted politicians, would proye the fource » 
of new evils. It would embolden our old. colonies t to. thake = 
off the controul of the mother=coumtry, ! fince they no Jonger. 
ftood tn need of her protection, and to erect themfelves. into... 
independent ftates. This infinuation, however, was. gene= 5. 
rally confidered as alike illiberal and unjuft. And the huma= . 
nity and generofity of the Englifh nation, amid all the yio-_. 
lent difcontents provoked by the treaty of peace; found no 
{mall confolation in refleCting, That our American brethren 
would thenceforth be happily exempted from the annoyance. . 
of any European enemy, and able to keep the natives in 
awe. : 

Nor was this our only aati The magnitude. of the 
Britith. empire in North America, and the profpect of its 
growth in population and improvement, afforded a. wide 
{weep for the projects of political ambition, and.a boundlefs. 
field for the fpeculations of commercial avidity. The undivid- 
ed foyereignty of that vaft continent, with the fole enjoyment 
of its exclufive.trade, feemed to open to the citizens of Great. 
Britain fuch fources of induftry, and channels of nayal greats 
nefs, as. had never fallen. to the lot of any other people; and.» 
which the immenfity of her, conquefts, and their towering 
hopes of farther acquifitions, with an ardent defire of finally 
humbling the houfe of Bourbon, only could have made them 
confider as beneath her haughtieft with, 

Thefe conciliatory reflections are offered. merely as a 
love of truth, not fuggefted by a defire of palliating the juftly 
execrated peace of Paris; a, meafure that, muft: eternally 
roufe the keeneft emotions of indignation in. the mind of 
every honeft and enlightened Englifhman. . No human con- 
lideration fhould have induced the Britith miniftry to give 
up Cuba, or to ftop. fhort of the reduction of Hifpaniola ; 
while our naval force enabled us to protect the one, and. to 
fubdue the other; as each promifed a prodigious, augmenta- 
tion of that force, and alfo of the means-of fupporting it. We 
ought not to have left the French or Spaniards in poffeffion 

of 
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of a fingle ifland ia the Weft Indies!’ Hifpaniola and Porto- 
rico alone remained to them. ; 

An armament planned in the Eaft Tadiea: andl fitted out in 
the port of Manila, would have enabled us to become mafters 
of the rich but defencelefs kingdom of Peru; and by hold- 
ing, in the Port of Havana, the key of the Gulf of Flo- 
Yida, we might be faid to be’ ‘aGually poffeffed of all the trea- 
fure of Mexico. No fhip could pafs from, Vera Cruz to, 
Europe without our permiffion, nor any European’ vetlel 
thither: Deprived of the articles which they had been ac- 
cuftomed to receive from the mother-country, and which are 
neceffary to their accommodation, thé inhabitants of New 
Spain would réadily have fibmitted to. that power, which’ 
alone could fupply their wants ;' and which’ would have of- 
fered thém thé free exercife of their religion, with a more in- 
dulgent government; and a more advantageous market for 
their produce. 

But let us ictate: our idea: let us Ee stiny our views, 
folely to the places we had pofitively taken, and we fhalt 
find (admitting Belleifle to be equal in importance to the 
land of Minorca, which it certainly is to Francé or England) 
we fhall find, That we gave’ up at the peace of Paris with- 
out any equivalent, except the fandy promontory of F lorida, 
hot only Martinico, Guadaloupe and Sf. Lucia; but the prin- 
cipal part Of the large and fertile ifland’ of Cuba, with thé 
Havana its almoft impregnable port, the Gibraltar of Ame- 
rica § and eventually the rich city of Manila, and thé wholé 
range of the Philippines ; to fay nothing of there ftitution of 
Pondicherry; Chandernagore, and many other places in 
the Eaft Indies, with the ifland of Goree, on’ the coaft of 
Africa. 

If it was néceffary to grant “feme mduleeried to Frduce; in 
order to quiet the jealoufy of otler powers, (though Tan 
not fenfible that Great Britain, confidering-her infular fitua- 
tion, had occafion to be afraid of giving umbrage to any 
European power) Francé might have been’ allowed to retain, 
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Sugar tigi in addition to her plantations in. Fifer ‘lay, 
Martinico or Guadaloupe might have been indulged to. her, 

without the liberty of ereéting fortifications. A fufpenfion- 
of the blow hanging over the remaining dominions of Spain 

in the Weft Indies, with the provifional reftitution of the 

Philippines, was all that fhe could reafonably have: de- 

-manded. 


By fuch an aaa treaty of peace, the haughty family 
of Bourbon would have: been effectually humbled and held in 
awe, and the finews of their naval ftrength fo completely 
cut, as to prevent them from again becoming formidable by 
fea. 


~ By fuch a peace England, without farther acquifitions, 


5 would have eftablifhed, beyond the poffibility of difpute, 
-. that dominion which fhe has long claimed over the empire of 


the waves. And have eftablithed it for ever; by building 
it upon the keels of a rich and extenfive commerce, which 
the unrivalled command of the ocean, and the produce of. the 
principal iflands in the Weft Indies, would have rendered 
perpetual. it 

The apparent caufe, why fo glorious an opportunity of 
humbling our ambitious enemies was negleGed, has alr eady 
been affigned:—* the inrLurNce of Yory counfels !” alike — 
difcernible, whether we regard the szadequate treaty of Peace, 
or the premature tetmination of the War. The fatal effeé?s 


of thofe coun/els and of that znfluence, [ {hall have:farther’oc- 
* tafion to fhew, in defcribing the convulfions, and the difs 


membering of the Britith empire; fubjects lefs pleafing to 
Englithmen, but not lefs interefting, than its ftruggles in ad- 
vancing toward aggrandifement.. In the meantime 1 mutt 
carry forward the Progrefs of Society, to- this grand « ara in. 
the History of MopeRn Europe, 
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‘Society to the clofe of the lat century. And if we look: 
oe on the hiftory of the prefent, and ‘compare it, as faras - 

“it has advanced, with the annals of Modern Europe during 

eS 2 preceding period of the fame extent, we {hall find such 

“ eaufe to. congratulate ‘mankind on the improvements: in the 


et aie which have, with a happy conformity, at once - re i 
diminifhed the miferies and multiplied the apes as hu= — — 


ean ie oe ae Z 
e00iEF Tf enlightened reafon, after afcértaining the interefts of na- 
Bey and the rights of individuals, has not been able wholly, 
“to reftrain the ambition of princes, it has at leaft introduced 
SYnto the operations of war a fpirit of generofity and fellow- 

feeling unknown to our ferocious forefathers. Periecution 
: has cédfed ‘to kindle che £ aggot forthe tial of ofthodoxy, or 
~ to water the earth with the blood of unbelievers’; sha the 

peaceful citizen has feldom been di furbed in his induflrious 
~~ purfuits, ‘or ingenious labours, by thé ravagés of inteftiné 
Svar. 

Tf the inof exact réeoulations of police naeet not hitherto, 
= proved | altogether effeCtual to fupprefs private violence, or 
“the MiG execution of juftice, t6-banifh fraud from the 
tranfaGtions of men, both 538 been’ rendered” tefs frequent. 


eel 


: Property i is become more. ecure, “The comforts and conve-— os 

'- auiencies of life are more equally enjoyed. Peflilence ‘and fae * = b: 

miné are kept at a diftatice. Afyler mms dare every where pro- ies > 

vided for poverty, and hofpitats for difeafe. Private fettivis: ae 

= ties are enlivened. by pub cn evitertainments. The pleafures 

a see fenfe; refined by delicacy; ré heightened b by thofe of ima- 

apes nation and fentiment ; while afte: in contemplating the : 
9 ae ‘ Dd2 beauties 
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aerate of nature and art, ‘may. be faid to open new. fources 
of fatisfadtion to the foul, and to offer new delights to the 
heart. 

And if there are fome fore wava vifionaries, under the 
name of philofophers, who reprefent Man as more happy in 
the favage ftate, than when furnithed with all thofe focial 
enjoyments and clegant delights, their arguments are too fu- 
tile to deferve a ferious anfwer: and it would be but a juft 
punifhment for their impertinence, to fhut them out from 
the pale of polifhed life ; and condemn them to refide among 
thofe barbarians, whofe manners they affect, and whofe con- 
dition they pretend to admire. 

In fupport of this reprefentation, my dear Philip, I fhall 
exhibit to your view fome leading circumftances, which 
could not readily inter into the general narration. . 

Ruffia, altogether rude and barbarous at the beginning of 
the prefent century, has made rapid advances toward civili- 
zation. It has experienced. the moft fudden and fortunate 
change, of any country of the fame extent in the hiftory of 
human affairs. But that change,.as Ihave had occafion to 
remark*, has not been attended with fuch beneficial confe- 
quences as might haye been withed to the body of the people, 
whom Peter ]. found and left in a ftate of flavery. And not-~ 
withftanding the more generous policy of Catharine II. who 
endeavours to revive a fpirit, of liberty among the lower 
claffes, and extends encouragement and protection to her 
fubjects of all degrees, the liberal and ingenious arts of 
Kufha have been hitherto cultivated chiefly by foreigners; or 
by fuch natives as have been initiated in them abroad, and 
with whom they die. They are fill in fome meafure exotics 
in that great and flourifhing empire; not as Raynal in- 
finuates, on account of the coldnefs of the climate, but be- 
caufe the mental foil 1s not yet fufficiently prepared for their 
reception. ‘Lhe influence of Saar however, daily. ex- 
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tends itfelf ; and the general progrefs of improvement is ‘even 
now very confiderable.’ Many of the’ Ruffian’ nobility and 
gentry have acquired a relifh for polite literature, and are 
not only exempt from barbarifm, but diflinguithed by hu- 
manity to their vaffals, by polifhed manners, and elegant 
converfation. The citizens have tafied the fweets of in- 
duftry, and profecute fuccefsfully the mechanical arts. Many 
valuable cultures, both for trade and confumption, have been 
lately introduced. And Ruffia, which has already produced 
generals and ftatefmen, will foon, it may be prefumed, give 
birth to poets, painters, hiftorians, and philofophers ;, who 
colle&t in their train the whole circle of the arts, {ciences, 
and amufements ; and alleviating the inconveniencies of life 
by its enjoyments, perfect the fyftem of focial happinefs. 

Of the progrefs of improvement in Poland, where, befide 
other adyerfe circumftances, the feudal ariftocracy ftill reigns 
in all its aufterity ; where the king is a fhadow, the people 
flaves, and the nobles tyrants, little can be faid. Sweden and 
Denmark have declined in their confequence, as kingdoms ; 
but the fons of the North do not feem to be lefs happy, 
though they appear to have Joft, with their political freedom, 
their ancient fpirit of hberty and independency. They enjoy 
more equally the means of a comfortable fubfiftence. Manu- 
factures, commerce, and agriculture, have made confiderable 
progrefs among them ; and we may lay it down as a general 
maxim, which will admit of few exceptions, That every 
people, taken’ collectively, are’ happy in proportion to their 
induftry, unlefs their condition is altogether {ervile. , Nor are 

ethefe countries without their men of genius and f{cience. 
Sweden in her Linnzus, who’ has arranged the animal and 
vegetable fyftems, and difcriminated the genera and f{pecies 
of each, with all the accuracy. of Ariftotle, boafts the honour 
of having given birth to the moft profound naturalift in mo- 
dern times. 

Germany, during the period under review, has perhaps 

undergone Jefs change than any other country of equal ex- 
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tent, notwithfanding the frequent ‘wars by which it has bees 
fhaken.’ ‘Thefe wars, by keeping up the ancient military) 
habits, and the little intercourfe the body of the terre 
with ftrangers, in time of peace, by reafon of their inland 
fituation, have preferved the general’ manners neatly the) 
fame’as at the clofé of the laft century ; and the: conftitution. 
of the empire has varied little fince the peace of Weftphalia. 
But ‘agriculture, manufaCtures, and the mechanical arts, have _ 
in the courfe of the prefent century made great” progrefs in 
many parts of Germany ; efpecially i in the ‘dominions’ of his. 
Pruffian majefty. There the fciences and the polite arts alfo 
have flourifhed, under the proteCtion of the illuftrious Frede- 
rick, at once the model of all that‘is: elegant in letters or 
great in arms; the hero, ftatefman, hiftorian, and philofo- 
pher. He has colleéted around him learned and ingenious 
men of all countries, whofe liberal refearches have been 
direGted to the moft valuable ends. “And the generous f{pirit 
of the prince who at prefent fills the imperial throne, leaves 
us no'room to doubt but the court of Vienna, long diftin- 
guithed by its magnificence, will foon be-as polifhed and en- 
lightened as that of Berlin, of London, or Verfailles.: The 
German torigue is already adorned with works of imagina- 
tion and fentiment ; and the writings of Gefner; Klopftock, 
and other men of genius, have ‘been tranflated into moft mo- 
détn languages. 


The Swifs, fo much diftingurthed by their love of + Hberty 
and of their country, and fo long accuftomed’to fell ‘their - 
blood'to ‘the different powers of Europe, as other nations do 
the produce of ‘their foil ; having fertilifed with culture their 
barren mountains, and acquired a knowledge of the neceflary 
arts, now inftead of ‘hiring themfelves as foldiers to ambitious 
princes, ab forth their furplus of population upon more 
wealthy fates in ufeful ‘artificers and induftrious 4manufac- 
turers ; and preferve at home their plain and fimple manneis, 
with, their, ancient independency and military charaéter. 
Happy without wealth, they are frangers to loxury. ; Bis: 


tic duties among them fupply the place of public amufe-. 
s, and public virtue conceals the defects cers form of 
peverument? st) io yholf sured tides: sy heads hire aidan 
_£ Mihe Savi are ftill in poffeffion of all. the sikieiediie qualities, 
that gave birth to their republic : while the Dutch, formerly. 
no lefs zealous in the “caufe of freedom ; who acquired, its 
full eftablifhment by greater and more vi gorous efforts, and. 
exhibited to mankind for a century the moft perfec. picture . 
of a flourifhing commonwealth, are now ‘become degenerate, 
and bafe ; dead to all fenfe of a public intereft, and to every 
generous fentiment of the foul. ‘The luft of gain has extin= ~ 
-guifhed among them the {pirit of patriotifm, the love,of glory, 
the feelings of humanity, and. even the fenfe-of fhame. »A 


total want of principle prevails in Holland... Riches, which ‘ 


the ftupid poffeffors:want tafte to convert to any pleafurable 
ufe, are equivalent, in the-opinion.of a Dutchman, toall the 
-talents of the mind, and all the virtues of the heart. Ava- 
tice is the only paffien, and wealth the only. merit .in the 
United Provinces. In fuch a ftate, a fordid and felfith hap- 
pinefs may he found, like that which the mifer enjoys in. con- 
templating his hoard, or the glutton, his meal; -but there the 
liberal arts:cannot thrive, and elegant-manners.are not there 
to be expected. ; 
Italy has acquired new lufire in the prefent century from 
~the fplendid courts of Turin and Naples, where arts and lite- 
rature have been encouraged, . If painting and archite@ture 
have continued to decline, mufic.and. poetry have greatly 
flourifhed in this claffical country... Metaftafio, perhaps in-- 
ferior to none of her modern bards, has perfected-her ferious 
mufical drama, This drama, diftinguifhed from the old Ita- 
jan operas ‘and from the mafque, by rejecting 1 matvellous in- 


, The moi ftriking feature in the pelitical character of the people of 
Retyeneiat ig that fraternal harmony which has fo long fubfifted, not only 
between the ‘inhabitants of the feveral cantons, which are independent of 

each other, governed by different laws, and profefs different religions, bug 
between the citizens of different religions, in the fame canton. - 
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_cidents and allegorical perfonages, is certainly the fineft ves . 


hicle for mufic that ever was invented; as the airs are all 

fung by real actors, ftrongly agitated by the paffions they ex~ 
; prefs: w : whereas the.chorus in’ the Greek tragedies, fo much 
celebrated for i its mutical effects, was fung qaly. By cool ob- 
fervers. ; 

But the Italian opera, even in its mo/? perfect frate, has 
been reprefented as unnatural, as well as fantattical ; though, 
I think, very unjuftly. All our fine old ballads,which fo exquix 
fitely paint the tender paffions, are fuppofed to-be fung by per- 
fons under the immediate influerice of thofe paflions ; and if 
the ftage is allowed to be a picture of life, there can be no- 
thing unnatural in.an a€tor’s imitating on it, what is be- 
lieved to have happened in the great theatre of the world. 
Tn order however to do as little violence as poffible to proba- 
bility, Metaftafio has: contrived to throw chiefly into airs or 
odes, thofe parts of his mufical tragedies, that would other- 
wile evaporate in foliloquy ; in fond complainings, or in fran- 
tic. ravings. ‘The lyric meafure is admirably adapted to the 
language of paflion; and furely that mind muft be very un- 
mufical, which would prefer fimple: articulation to fuch en- 
chanting imelody, as. generally communicates to the heart 

the foul- diffolving airs of Metaftafio, 

The ftate of fociety ip Spain has been greatly improved 
under the princes of the houfe of Bourbon. The ladies are 
no long erexcluded from company by an) illiberal jealonfy. 
The intercourfe of the fexes becomes every day more gene- 


ral and eafy. Ar tafte for agriculture, for arts, manufactures, » 


letters, and even a paffion for arms and hereet has been 
revived among the Spaniards, 
A fimilar tafte is faid to have ‘extended itfelf to the 
. peepee kingdom of Portugal, fince the expulfion of 
the Jefuits.. If this tafte fhould ripen into a philofophic fpi- 
rit, and break the fetters of fuperftition, we may perhaps be- 
hold a fingular phenomenon in the hiftory of nations ; a 
great people, after the decline of empire and the corruption 
of 
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* ef manners, recovering their former confequence and cha- 
-oraéter. Such a phenotmenon would effectually overturn that 
political hypothefis, chiefly founded on the fate of the Ro- 
“man empire, That {tates which have reached their utmoft 
height, like the human’body, muft neceffarily tend to decay, 
and either experience, a total diffolution, or become fo infig- 
- nificant as to excite neither envy. or jealoufy. 

In France, as I have already had oceafion to fhew 3, fo- 
veiety attained its higheft polifh before the clofe of the laf 
century. But the misfortunes which clouded the latter years 
of Lewis XIV. threw a gloom over the manners of the peo- 
ple, and a myftical religion became fafhionable at court. 
Madam de Maintenon herfelf was deeply penetrated with 
this religion, as was the celebrated abbé Fenelon, afterward 
archbifhop of Cambray, preceptor to the duke of Burgundy, 
and author of the adventures of Telemachus, one of ‘the 

~fineft works of human jmagination. ‘The fervour fpread, 
-efpecially among the fofter fex ; and Racine, in compliance 
with the prevailing tafte, wrote tragedies on facred fubjects. 
‘The court, however, refumed its gaiety under the regency 
of the duke of Orleans, notwithftanding the accumulated 
- diftrefles of the nation. And his libertine example, with 
that of his minifter, the cardinal du Bois, introduced a total 
corruption of manners ; a grofs fenfuality that fcorned the 
veil of decency; an unpfincipled levity that treated every 
thing facred and refpe&table with derifion; and a {pirit of 
difipation, which, amid the utmoft poverty, prevailed during 
~ the greater part of the reign of Lewis XV. 

But this levity, which was chiefly confined to the court, 
did not hinder the body of the people from ferioufly attend- 
ing to their civil and religious rights. And their firmnefs in 
maintaining both deferves to be particularly noticed, as it 
forms one of the moft eying objects in the View of Society, 
Ganing the prefent ee 
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A furious 


aganeh able’ men Aasplogil dibite pens on Beil fides. 
Janfenitts, fuppoited by the. talents of a Nicole, an Arnz 
and a Pafcal, had evidently the advantage both in. ‘raillery 
and reafoning.. The controverly, however, was not to be. 
determined by fuch weapons. ‘The Jefuits were fuppofed to 


_ be better Catholics; and as. the confcience of the king had 


always been in their keeping, the leaders of the Janfenifts — 
were perfecuted, and thrown into prifon, or obliged to aban- 
don their country.. The Jefuits, in order to complete their 
triumph, and the ruin of theirreligious antagonifts, at length | 
obtained the king’s confent (through the influence of father — 


Je: Tellier, his: confeffor) to refer the difputed points to the 


decifion of the-pope. They accordingly fent to Rome. one 
hundred and three propofitions fer condemnation ;-and the 


Holy Office, in oh 3, found one hundred aad one of thofe 


to be heretical. . hob ansrmalandg ot Si yosin 
“The Bull’ eee the Baienadacten of ae opinions of 

the Janfenifts, commonly known by the name of UnicEnI- 
tus, from the word with which it begins, inflead of com. 
pofing the pious *difpute; threw all France into a flame. 
‘The body of the people, the parliaments, the archbifhop of 
Paris, fifteen other prelates, and many of the moft refpetable 
among’ the inferior clergy, violently oppofed it, as an in- 
fringement of the rights of the Gallican church, and of the. 
laws of the realm, as well as an infult.on their private judg- 
ment. But the king who’ was wholly governed by the Je- 
fuits, and {purred en to violent meafures by his confeffor, 
enforced its reception ; and the whole, kingdom was foon di- 
vided into. Acceptants. and Recufants. The death sof 
Lewis XIV. put a ftop to the difpute. And the duke. of 
Orleans, while regent, ordered the perfecution to. eafe, and. at 
the fame time enjoined the recufant bifhops to accept the 
bill, accompanied with .certain explications. They found, 


tenia 
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felves under the neceflity of cemplying. Even the good | 
nal de Noailles, archbifhop of Paris, was induced to-do _ 
_ violence to his fentiments, in 1720, for the fake of peace. » 

From that. time to the year 1750, the Bull. Unigenitus, 
though held in execration by the people, occafioned no pub- 
lic difturbance. | Then it! was refolved by the clergy to de. 

onfeflional notes of dying perfons ; and it was or- 
po ee thofe notes fhould be figned by priefts adhering 
to the bull, without which no viaticum, no extreme unétion, 
could be ebtained. And thefe confolatory rites were refufed. 
without pity to all Recufants, and to fuch as confeffed to. Re-> 
cufants. The new archbifhop of Paris engaged warmly in. 
this-fcheme, and the parliament no lefs warmly in the caufe 
of the people. Other parliaments followed the example of 
that at Paris; and all clergymen, who refufed to adminifter 
the facranients.to perfons in their laft moments, were thrown 
into prifon. The church complained of the interpofition of 
the civil power; and Lewis XV. by an act of his abfolute 
authority, forbid the parliaments to take a aceecren of fuch 
matters. 
Thefe parliaments, as | ie formerly had occafion to ob- 
ferve, are only the fupreme courts of juitice, not the ftates 
of the kingdom, or proper ‘legiflative body : yet have they 
continued, fince the. abolition of the national affemblies, to 
be the faithful guardians of the rights of the people, and ‘to 
check the defpotifm of the crown, by refufing to regifter its 
opprefiive edicts, as well as by remonttrating againft them +, 

They have frequently interpofed their authority, with advan- 

tage, in matters of religion. 


4. No royal edict can have the force of a law, until regiftered in parlia~ 
ment; and although the French parliaments cannot abfolutely refufe to re- 
gifter fuch edicts, if the royal authority be-exerted in all its fullnefs, that is to 
fay, when the king holds perfonally in parliament what is called a; Bed: of 
SJupiice; yet they may, even in that cafe, {ufpend the regiftry fome time, and 
likewife remonftrate againft.the edict itfelf: Thefe remonflrances, and their 
beneficial effeéts, have deferved)y gained the French parliaments the highelt . 
%, veneration : among the peop'e. 


The 
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The heads of the parliament of Eee which has ever. 
flood foremoft in repreffing both regal and ecclefiaftical ty- 
ranny, therefore took the liberty on this occafion, to remind 
the king, That their privileges, and the duty of their ftation, 
obliged them to do juftice on all delinquents. They accords 
ingly continued in the exercife of their feveral funétions, 
without regard to the king’s prohibition, and had actually 
commenced a profecution again{ft the bifhop of Orleans, 
when they received from Verfailles a Letter de cachet, ac- 
companied by Letters Patent, which they were ordered to 
regifter, commanding them to fufpend all profecutions relative 
to the refufal of the facraments. Inftead of obeying thefe 
orders, the different tribunals of the parliament prefented new 
remonftrances ; and being referred for anfwers to the king’s 
former declarations, they had the fpirit to refolve, «¢ That 
« whereas certain evil-minded perfons have prevented truth 
“¢ from reaching the throne, the chambers remain affembled, 
« and all other bufinefs muft be fufpended.” The king, by 
frefh Letters Patent, renewed his orders, and commanded 
the parliament to proceed to bufinefs ; but all the chambers, 
far from complying, came to another refolution more bold 
than the former, importing, That they could not obey this 
injunction without violating their duty and their oath. 

Matters being thus brought to extremity, the king banifhed, 
to different parts of the kingdom, in 1753, the members of 
all the chambers of the parliament, except thofe of the Great 
Chamber ; and they, proving no more compliant than their 
brethren, alfo were banifhed. New difficulties and difputes, 
enfued. In order to prevent an entire {top being put to the 
adminiftration of juftice by this violent meafure, Lewis XV. 
éftablifhed by his Letters Patent, what was calléd a Royal 
Chamber, for the profecution of fuits civil and criminal: 
But the Letters Patent, conflituting that new court, ought to 
have been regiftered by the parliament of Paris, which had 
no longer an exiftence. To remedy this difficulty, applica- 
tion was made to the inferior court of the Chatelet, which 


refuled 


” 


a 


we 
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refufed . regifter the letters 1 in -quettion, even after ¢ one of its — 


members had been committed to the Baftile, and another 
obliged to abfcond. Intimidated, however, by fuch a bold 
exertion of defpotic power, the remaining members allowed 
the king’s officers to enter the Letters Patent in their regifter. 
But they thought proper, on more mature deliberation, to re- 
tire from bufinefs, leaving an arret on the table exprefling 
their reafons for fo doing. 

The Royal Chamber was now the only court of law in 
Paris.. The judges affembled, but they could find no advo- 
cates to plead. They were held in univerfal contempt, and 
the whole kingdom was filled with fuch a total fuppreffion 
of juftice, as threatened anarchy and confufion. Meanwhile 
the clergy feemed to enjoy their vitory amid the public dif 
order, and entered into affociations for the fupport of their 
authority. But the king ceafed to countenance them. At 
length become fenfible of their pride and obftinacy, as well 
as of the evils it had occafioned, he exhorted them to more 
moderation. He alfo recalled the parliament, which return- 
ed in triumph to Paris, in 1754, amid the acclamations of 
the people, who celebrated the event with the maft extrava- 
gant demonftrations of joy. And the archbifhop, who con- 
tinued to encourage the priefts in refufing the facraments, 
was banifhed to his feat at Conflans. The bithops of Or- 
leans and Troyes were, in like manner, banifhed to their 
country feats. 

A temporary quiet was by thefe means produced; Bult it 
proved only a calm before a more violent ftorm. The arch- 
bifhop of Paris, in retirement, continued his intrigues. He 
was banifhed to a greater diftance from court. But the dif- 


‘ pute in regard to the bull Unigenitus, which he had revived, 


did not fubfide. The clergy perfifted in refufing the facra- 
ments, and the civil power in profecuting them for fuch re- 
fufal ;. fg that nothing was more common in thofe diftracted 
times, than to fee the communion adminiftered by an arret 
ef parliament ! 
‘The 


aii a conftitution regarded as a law of the ch Hs | 
therefore’ declared, i in a circular letter or brief, to all the bi- 


The king, a incites “to 
fide of the queflion, referred the difpute to the 
di RIVE though | a mild and moderate man, could tio 


hops of France, That the bull Unigenitus muft-be acknow=- 
ledged as an univerfal law againft which none could make 
refiftance “ without endangering their eternal falvation.” 

’ The parliament of Paris, confidering this brief as a dire@t 


joa upon the rights of the Gallican church, feppreffed — 


‘it by an arret or decree. The king , enraged at ‘their bold- 
nefs, as well as at their refufal to edhe certain oppreflive 


“taxes, refolved to hold a bed of Juftice. He accotdingly 


went to the parliament on the 13th ‘day of November, in the 
year 1756, attended by the whole body of his guards, 
amounting to ten thoufand men, and ordered’ an‘edi@ to be 
read, by which he fuppreffed the fourth and fifth Chambers 
of Inquetts, the members of which had been moft firm in 


Nd oppofing the brief. He then commanded that the bull Uni- 


genitus fhould be refpeéted, and prohibited the fecular judges 
from orderjng the adminiftration of the facraments.. And he 
coneluded with declaring, that he would be obeyed !— Fif. 
teen counfellors of the great chamber lodged their refignation 
at the office next day. One hundred and twenty-four mem- ~ 
bers of the different courts of parliament followed their ex- 
ample, and univerfal murmwurings ‘prevailed in the city and 
throughout the kingdom, . 
In the midft of thefe murmurings; the defperate fanatié 
Francis Damien, ftabbed the-king in the manner. already re- 
lated ; not, as he declared, with an intention of killing his 
fovereign, but only of wounding him; that God might touch 


-his heart, and incline him to order the adminiftration of the 


facraments at the time of death :—-What effec this declara- > 
tion had upon the mind of Lewis XV. it is impoffible to fay} 

but itis certain he a fecond time baniflied the archbifhop of - 
Paris, who had been recalled, and found it expedient to acs 


. commodate 


ES ; silts sie ‘the chief cues of the bull Unige- 
36 nitus having rendered themfelves univerfally. odious by their ~ 
om fhare in the confpiracy againit the Ife of the king of Portu- 
gal, fell in France under the lath: of the civil power, for cer- 
tain fraudulent mercantile tranfadiions. They refufed to dif-. 
» charge the debts of oue of their body, who had become bank- 
_Tupt fora large fum, and, who was fuppofed to act for the 
t “benefit of the whole fociety. As a monk, indeed, he muft 
ae neceffarily do fo. The parliaments eagerly feized an oppor-— 
tunity of humbling their fpiritual enemies. |The Jefuits were 
“every where cited before thofe high tr ibunals, in 1761, and_ 
ordered to do juftice to their creditors. . They feemed to ac-. 
_quiefee in the decifion, but delayed payment. under. various. 
= __ pretences. New fuits were commenced againft them, in 1762, _ 
. on account of the pernicious tendency of their writings. In. 
the courfe of thefe proceedings, which the king endeavoured 


, 


* 


£ in vain to ftay, they were compelled to produce their Iysrr- 
E _ .TuUTE; or the rules of their order, hitherto fudionily con- 
—— eealled: "That myfterious volume, which was found to contain 

maxims fubverfive of all civil government, and even of the fun- 


damental principles of morals, completed their rain. All their 


‘colleges were feized, all their effets confifcated ; and thee 


king, afhamed, or afraid to protect them, not only refigned: 

them to their fate, but finally expelled them-the kingdom, by 

a folemn edict, and utterly abplithies the order of Jefus in ~ 
France: ' 

Elated with this victory. over ecclefiaftical tyranny, the 

French parliaments attempted to fet bounds to the abfolute 

- _ power-of the crown, and feemed. determined to-confine it 

within the limits of law. Not fatisfied with. refufing,’ as 

tifual, to regifter certain oppreinve edicts, or with .remon+ 

trating again: them, they ordered criminal profecutions..to 


> 
be commenced againft the governors of feveral provinces, 
~ ee acting 


—_ er 
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acting in the king’s name, who had énforcéd the regiftration | 


of thofe edicts. But I muft not here entef upon this fub/ 
jet, which is intimately conneéted with the body of hiftorys 


and would lead us far into the affairs of latter times/ 


Notwithftanding thefe diforders, and the regal and fpirituak 
difpofition that occafioned them, the progrefs of improve- 
ment, and the enlargement of the human mind, has been 
very confiderable in France, during the prefent century. If 
poetry, painting, mufic, fculpture, and architecture, fhould 
be allowed to have attained their height in that kingdom 
under the reign of Lewis XIV. they have not fince greatly 
declined, and many arts, both ufeful and ornamental, have 
been invented or improved; particularly the art of engrav- 
ing in copper, which has been carried to fuch a degree of | 
perfeCtion as to rival painting itfelf; of making porcelain; 
plate-glafs, fine-paper, and paper-toys ; and of counterfeiting 
in pafte, fo ingenioufly as to deceive the niceft eye, at’a little 
diftance, the diamond, the pearl, and all forts of gems. The 
weaving of filk has been rendered more facile, while its cul- 
ture has been extended ; and a culture of ftill more import- 
ance to fociety, that-of corn. 

M. Du Hamel, a member of the French academy, by phi- 
lofophically inveftigating the principles of hufbandry, has 
made it a fafhionable ftudy, and introduced a tafte for agri- 
culture, which has already been attended with the moft be- 


“neficial effets. Nor is that worthy eitizen the only man of 


learning in France, who has turned the eye of philofophy 
from mind to matter, and from the ftudy of the heavens to 
the inveftigation of human affairs, This rational turn of 
thinking particularly diftinguifhes French literature under the 
the reign of Lewis XV. 

At the head of the philofophers of Reason, of the in- 
ftructors of their fpecies in what concerns their moft im 
portant interefts, we muft place the baron de Montefquieu. 


. That penetrating genius, who may be termed the Lecrs- 


LATOR OF Man, by difcovering the latent fprings of go- 
7 vernment 


~ trulye-phile 
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vernment—its moving principle, under all its different forms, 
aie and the Spirit of laws in each, has given to political reafon- 
: ang, adegree of certainty, of which it was not thought ca- 
"--pable: His: countryman Helvetius, alfo endowed with a 

oe cal “genius, . has attempted to introduce the 
fame degree of certainty i into moral and metaphyfical reafon- 
ing, though not with equal fuccefs. 

Helvetius, fyftematical to a fault, but eccentric even in 
fyftem, employs im vain his fine talents to convince man- 
kind, That they are all born with equal capacity, or apti- 
tude to receive and retain ideas, and that all their virtues and 
talents, as well as the different degree in which they poffefs 
them, are merely the effe&ts-of education, and other external 
circumftances. - But his zealous endeavours to deftroy the 
hydra prejudice, by contrafting the mutual contempt of 
nations, the hatred of religions, and the fcorn of different 
elaffes in the fame kingdom for each other, muft tend to. 
humble pride and foften animofities. Nor can his generous 
efforts to refcue virtue from the hands of Jefuitical cafuifts, 
and connect it intimately with government, by fixing it on - 
the folid bafis of puBLic GooD, fail to benefit fociety ; or 
his ingenuity in tracing the motives of human action, and in 


demonftrating the influence of phyfical caufes upon the mo- 
ral conduét of man, to be of ufe to poets, hiftorians, and le- 
giflators. 

While Montefquieu and Helvetius were thus contemplat- 
ing the political and moral world, and inveftigating the 
powers and principles of man, as a member of fociety, with 
the effet of government and laws upon the human charac- 
ter, Buffon was employed in furveying the natural world ; in 
examining the fecret cells of generation, animal inftin@, and 
animal life, in all their gradations, from a {nail and the fhell- 
fith up to man; the organization of the human frame, the 
original imperfection of the fenfes, and the means by which 
they are perfedted ; dll accompanied with foch jut and fu- 

Vou. V. Ee blime 
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ee reflections, as leave the mind equally aftonifhed at ithe 
vigour of his genius and the extent of his kniowledge.: a 

66 Much: has been written in this: “age,” Ayers 
« but. genius belonged to ‘the laft.”?. Had no other mai of 
genius appeared, he himfelf would abe furnithed’ ‘proof of 
the fallity of this affertion, and in more departments than 


one. Tf the Henriad is inferior’to the Iliad, it is at leaft the 
fineft poem of the epic kind that. France has hitherto.pro-. 


duced. The Zara, the Alzira, the Merope, are equal in dic+ 
tion and pathos to any tragedy of Racine; and the Mahomet 


is, beyond comparifon, fuperior to the famous Cinna of Cor+ 


neille. Voltaire poffeffed, a more comprehentive: range of 
thought. than either of thofe writers ; and that he ‘acquired 
by his application to hiftory aitd philofophy.. His. philofo- 
phical pieces are generally too'free, and often.of a pernicious 
tendency in a Chriftian comm#nity; yet have they ferved 
to promote inquiry, and to enlightén the human underftand- 
ing. His Age of Lewis XIV. his Hiftory of Ruffia, and of 
Charles XII. of * ‘Sweden, are models of elegant. compofi- 
tion and juit thinking. --A love' of fingularity ‘has “disfigured 
his Gencral Hiftory with many impertinences ; yet will the 
ftamina remain an eternal monument of tafte, gehius, and 
found judgment. He firft connected, with the chain of poli- 
tical and military events, the progrets of literature, of arts 
and of manners. rigs 
France produced many other men of genius, during the 
period under review. ButitGs not my purpofe todfpeak of 
mcn. of genius merely as fuch, otherwife I fhowd dwell with 
particular pleafure on the beautiful extravagancies of Roufs 
feau, and endeavour to eftimate the merit of his wonderful 
romance :+—] mention them only as conneéted with the pro= 
grefs of fociety.. In this line l any happy tooname D’ Alem+ 
bert and Diderot; to whonr French literatire is indebted for 
many truly claffical ‘productions, “and the whole literary 
world for that treafure of univerfal Science, the £# vena lie 


ae iy? 
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» Marmentel, who contributed Jiberally, toward: that: great, 
_ work, has farther enriched the literature of /his country, by. a. 
new {pecies of fition, in his, enchanting; Contes, Moraux. 
More philofophical than the common novel, and lefs prolix 
than the romance, they combine inftruion and amufement, 
ina manner perhaps fuperior to every other {pecies of, fanci4. 
ful compofition. Nor mutt], in {peaking of the i improvers. , 
of French literature, omit the two Crebillons, The, father 
_ has given to tragedy a force of character not found in Cor-_ 
neille ‘or Voltaire ; ; and the romaaces of the fon are captivat-. . 
ing, but dangerous produ@tions, i inva new tafte.. This fportive 
and elegant mode of writing, with all its levities, digreffions, ; 
and libertine difplay of fentiment, has been happily imitated 
in’ England, by the celebrated’ author of Trifiram, Shandy,,. 
commonly fuppofed to. be original in bis manner. Even 
the idea-of the much admired Adventures of a Guinea is bor- 
rowed from the Sopha of the younger: Crebillon,. te bee 
jo We muft now, my dear Philip, turn our eyes wnmediately’ 
toward our own ifland. Here arts, manners, and literature, 
have made great progrefs fince the glorious era of the Revo» 
LUTION ;> when. our: civil. and religious rights were fully 
eftablifhed, and.our conftitution, more equally balanced, 
‘This fortunate event, which diverted the mind from trifling 
objects, introduced a paffion for political reafoning. And 
the auftere charaCter of William, with the exemplary de- 
portment of Mary, gave a check to the licentious manners 
of the court, which had grievoufly offended the Virtuous part 
af the nation, during the two preceding reigns. Under the 
reign of Walliam, Locke wrote his E//ay on.Government, and 
Swift his Tale of a Tub. Thefe are two of the moftexcellent 
profe. compofitions, in -our langpage, whether we confider’ 
the ftyle or.matter; the former an.example of clofe manly 
teafoning, catrying conviction to. the heart.;, the latter, of the 
irrefiftible force of. ridicule, when fupported by wit, humour, 
and fatire. 
But as William, though a powerful prince, and the prime 
Fv eve Beg mover 
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‘mover of the political machine of Eusnpert was ‘regarded i in 
England, by one half of the nation, as only the head of a 
faction, many ‘of the nobility and gentry kept at a ‘diftance 
from court ; fo that the advance of tafte and politehefs was 
very inconfiderable, till the reign of q queen Anne. Then the 
{plendour of heroic actions called off, for a time, the atten- 
tion of all parties from political difputes, to contemplate the 
glory of their country. Then appeared a crowd of great 
_ men, whofe charaéters are: well known, and awhofe: names 
are familiar to every ear. Then were difplayed the ftrong, 
talents and elegant accomplifhments of a Marlborough, a 
Godolphin, a Somers, a Harley, and a St. John... Then 
fubfifted in full force that natural conneétion. between the 
learned and the great, by which the latter never fail to bé 
gainers. Swift, Addifon, Congreve, Rowe, : Steel, Van- 
burgh, Prior, Pope, and other men of genius in that age, 
not only enjoyed the friendfhip and familiarity of:the prin- 
cipal perfons in power, but moft of them in*early life ob. 
tained places in fome of the lefs burdenfome departments of 
government, which put it in their power to pafs the reft. of 
their days in eafe and independency °. 
Thus raifed to refpeét, above the neceffity, of writing for 
bread, and enabled to follow their particular vein, feveral of 


5. The man, who rollingin riches, could make the following anfeeling re- 
mark; deferves no mercy frem the candidates for literary merit, none from 
the profecutors of the elegant arts—from, the poet or the painter; whatever 
admiration he may profefs for their labours: “* Want of protection is the apology 
‘ for want of genius. A poet or a painter may want an equipage or a ville; 
“by wanting protection; they can always afford to buy ink and paper, co- 
“ Jours and pencils,” (.4uecdotes of Painting in England, vol. 1. Pref. p. vii.) But 
who is to afford them a fubfftence, till’ they can fintfh’ ‘any. ingenious 
work ?—And what is fubfiftence;owithout encouragement ? without the ani- 
mating hopes of fame? which in moft minds require the foftering hand of 
patronage, or protection. Hence the more juft and generous fentiment of 
Gray, in fpeaking of obfcure and neglected bards: 

“ Chill penury reprefs’d their noble rage, 
“And froze the genial current of the foul.’ 


thofe 
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sate men of genius ana their talents, in furnifhing the 
public with,a daily paper, under the name of the SpecTa- 
TOR ; which, by combating, with reafon and raillery, the 
faults in compofition and the improprieties in behaviour, as: 
well as the reigning vices and follies, had a wonderful effeét 
upon the tafte and manners of the nation. {[t contributed 
greatly to polifh and improve both. | 

Such a monitor was indeed much wanted, . The comedies 
of Vanburgh, fo juftly admired for their genuine humour ~ 
and eafe of dialogue, are fhockingly licentious; and the 
principal characters in the greater part of Cengreve’s pieces, 
where wit fparkles with unborrowed brilliancy, are fo liber- 
tine or proftitute, as to put virtue and decency utterly out of 
countenance. .Eyen the laft pieces of Dryden, then con- 
fidered as models. of elegance,.are by no means fufficiently 
delicate in fentiment. — Like all the authors'formed under the 
reign of Charles II. he ftll reprefents love. as an appetite 
rather than a paffion. His celebrated tale of Sigi/monda and 
Guifcardo, the moft pathetic of all his FABLEs, is not free | 
from this fault. 


«Thy little care to mend my widow’d nights,” 


fays Sigi{monda to her father, 
‘Has forc'd me to recourfe of marriage rites, 
«To fill an empty fide, and follow known delights. 
«© Nor need’ft thou by thy daughter to be told; 
~ & Though now thy {prightly blood wit age be cold — 
“ Thou haft bee» young, and canft remember ftill, 
<¢ That when thou hadft the power, thou hadft the will; 
s¢ And from the paft experience of thy fires, 
“ Canft tell with what a tide our {trong defires 
*¢ Come rufhing on in‘youth, and what their rage re- 
“quires.” 

This may all be very natural in the abftract. Women 
of certain complexions, the flaves of animal appetite, may 
be under the tyranny of fuch defires ; but they are furely not 

EB ¢>3 com- 


hy eae ausrony'or [Pare 


1) ee RMN Ae! ai |b advan tsohore aha 
“common to ni ‘oud we fympathize. as litle swith thofe 
“ravenous and i inordinate. paflions, as we do with. an ‘immo- 
‘derate: call for food, In the: mouth. \of. fo. ‘accomplithed a 
princefs as’ Sigifmonda, fuch grois fentiments can: only” excite 
difgutt. ‘They ‘are ‘alike™ unfuitable: = “weepen oe her 
condition, and her enthufiaftic paffion ©. ryden knew no- 
thing of the female heart, and little of the heart of man. 


2 
‘Having no fenfibility him(elf, he wanted that fympathetic 


‘chord, which alone could Mesdud: him te the befamigio? y 


others, | and enable him | to raife correspondent emotions 7. 


Prior’s Fog and Emma is the firft poem of any length , 


in our language, in which love is treated with becoming, de- 
‘Ticacy ; if we except thofe of the. epic and dr amatic kind, 
by. sepepler, Shakefpeare, and ‘Milton, I cannot forbear 
“quoting the. following lines, though perhaps inferior in poet- 
‘ical merit, as a contraft to the fentiments of Sigifmonda.’ 


Emma fpeaks ; 

. ; : ‘ ‘ 4 , 
When from the cave thou rifeft with the day, 
~& To beat the woods and roufe the bounding prey, 

“The cave with mofs and branches’ 1’ll adorn, © 


BAG 


tevin 


« And chearful fit to wait my lord’s retutn. 
« With humble duty and officious ‘hafte, rs 
 T’ll cull the fartheft mead for thy repaft’; 
6. The extravagant praife lately paid to this Tale, by a popular critic; has 
Jed me to be thus particular, in orderto prevent an/indifcriminate admira- 


-tion, raifed by the magic of verfe, and fupported by fuch high authority, — 


from corrupting the tafte and the morals-of youth. 

7- A ftronger proof of this aflertion cannot poflibly be “given than in the 
forrow of Sigifmondajover the heart of her beloved hufband'; which, inftéad 
ef drawing tears of compallion down the moft obdurate :cheek, as might 
have been expected, muft fill every reader. of tafte and fentiment with con- 
tempt. The heart was ina cup. 

-“* Though once I meant to meet 
« My fate with face unmav’d, and eyes unwet ; 
Yet fincé I have Thee herein nxarrow room, 


“My tears Shall feb Phee frit afloat within a thy’ tomb!” 


« The 


Whe 


° ip s And draw thee water from the frefhett forrest 


T, XXXVL] MODERRN EUROPE, 423 
 'The choiceft herbs I to thy board will bring, 


_ «© My thoughts fliall fix, my latett with depend - 


* On Thee, guide, guardian, kinfman, facher, friend | 4 
¢-By all thefe facred names be Henry known Be i . 


To Emma’s heart; and: grateful let colin aie © 
& That the, of all mankind, 2 na love’ him alone.” 


er, Prior we are alfo indebted for the art “Of ‘telling a ga y 


{tory with eafe, grace, and le rH He isthe firft. Englith poet 


who has ‘united elegance and correctnefs. His Alma i Ista 


delightful performance of the burlefque kind ; and his Solo- 


man, ‘though: fomewhat tedious for want of incident, has 
great and various merit. It i is a {chool of wifdom, and a 
banquet of intellectual pleafure, 

~ Our polite literature, in all its branches, now tended fatt 


‘towards perfection. Steel freed Englifh comedy froma the 


licentionfnefs of former writers. If he has not all the wit 
of Congreve, or the humour of Vanburgh, he is more 
chafte and natural than either. He knew life well, and has 
given us in his comedies, as well as in his numerous papers 
in the Tatler and Spetator, many juft and lively pictures 
of the manners of that.age of half refinement. 

Rowe, in like manner, purified our tragic poetry, by ex- 
cluding from his beft pieces all grofly fenfual deferiptions, as 
well as impious and indelicate expreffions. Though inti- 
mately acquainted with the beft models, both ancient and 
modern, he may be deemed an original writer. His plots 
and his fentiments are chiefly his own. , If he paints the paf- 
fions with lefs force and truth than Shakfpeare or Otway, 
he:is free from the barbarifm of the one, andthe licentiouf- 
nefsof the other: and-histragedies abound with fo many 
noble ‘and generous fentiments, introduced without any fla- 
grant violation of the propriety of character or the verifiini- 
litude of nature, that they continue to, give pleafure, after 
half a century, equally in the clofet.and on the flage. ‘This 
favourable: reception proceeds partly trom) what has been 


gonfidered as his greateft fault: he is never fublime in the 


t; ¢ 4 ; higheft 


424, . THE HISTORY OF [Parr Th 


higheft degree, or pathetic in the extreme, but always ten- 
der, interefting, and elevating. Terror and pity, the two 
s of tragedy, are not carried, in his compo- 
fitions, toa painful excefs. His language i is rich,and his 
verfification is eafy and flowing ; but it ants | vigour. Like 
moft of our dramatic writers, he frequently violates not on- 
ly the critical, but the rational, unities of time and place, and 
to the great injury of the general effet of every piece in 
which fuch liberty ay: taken. I have already had occafion 
to explain myfelf on this fabjedt i in fpeaking of the plays 
of Shakfpeare °. 

~ Addifon’s Cate has more vigour of verfification than the 
tragedies of Rowe, but lefs eafe. It is, however, a noble 


effort of cultivated genius ; and natwithftanding its fuppofed 
want of pathos, becaufe it provokes no womanifh teats, ‘it 
is perhaps our beit modern tragedy. Addifon has alfo writ- 
ten verfes on various fubjects, both in Englith and Latin, 
and is always polifhed and correct, though not enthufiafti- 
cally poetical. But whatever merit he may have as a poet, 
he is great as a profe writer. 
Swift had given perfpicuity and concifenefs ioe cloud- 
ed'redundancy of Clarendon, and compactnefs ta the loofe, 
though harmonious periods’of ‘Temple; but it was left to 
Addifon to furnifh elegance and grace, and to enchant’ us 
with all the magic of humour, and all the attractive charins 
of natural and moral beauty, He wrote the moft admired 
papers in the Spectator, Tatler, Guardian, and other publi- 
cations of the fame kind. In thofe papers he has ‘difcuffed 
an infinite variety of fubjects, both comic and ferious, and 


8. Part II. Lett, XIX. There, it was obferved, ‘That the fcene may be 
fhifted, or, in other words, the place changed, to any diftance confiftent with 
probability, and that any portion of time may elafpe between the ads, 
not deftructive of the unity of the fable, without impairing the effe& of the 
reprefentation or difturbing the dream of reality; but that no fuch change 
can be made in the middle of an aét without injury to both, as the chain of 
emotions muft by that means be broken, as well as the conneétion of ideas, 
and the fpeétator left nearly in the fame cool and difengaged {tate of mind as 
when he entered the theatre,’ or when the act began. 


+ : has 
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ifarious ae eiCage mes. 
gering the one or the es, ~The carl of Chefterfield is per- 
chaps more. elegantly correé&,, and gracefullyy eafy,. but. he 
wants the. finews, of his mafter ; and_if Jjohnfon, “on fome 
fubjedts, rappears.to. have’ more force. than Boliagbroke,. be 
is generally deftitute of eafe. -His periods are too artificially 
_atranged, and his awords, tao remote from common. ufe,,.. He 
writes like a Ehelan, not like a gentleman ; like a.man who 
had mingled little w ith, the world,. or never;complied with its 
forms. \ 
What Bolingbroke. performed in ace his. friend Pada aCe 
complifhed even more. fully.in_ verfe..; Having. early difeo- 
vered the bent of his. genius, he diligently ftudied the. poets 
who had written: before him, in his. native tongue, but more 
-efpecially thofe who had made ufe of rhyme; not, .as has 
‘been invidioufly infinuated, that he found his genius too feeble 
to give vigour to, blank verfe, but becaufe rhyme .was:the 
prevailing mode of yerfification when,he began to turn his 
mind to poetry.; The public had not yet.acquired.a tafte for 
the majefty of Miltonic numbers, or that varied AaUnOny 
which they afford to the delicate and claffical ear. He feems 
therefore to. have confined his attention chiefly to Wall cry 
Denham and. Dryden. » oh 
“"T have not hitherto’ had’ dccafion ‘to’ mention’ Denhain. 
He wrote in the reign of Charles IL. but w as little infectéd 
with the bad tafte of his 2 age... His deforiptive poem, enaied 
Cooper's Hill, is fulkdefervedly, admired.» It: abounds with 


* natural 
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natural i images, happily blended with ee, Dison: His 
ftyle i is clofe, and his verfification vigorous. The following 
lines will exemplify his manner of writing : . te 


wit 


« My eye, defcending from the Hrxt, furveys 
) « Where Thames among the wanton vallies ftrays > 
207 th ‘Thames, the moft lov’d of all the Ocean’s fons 
«« By his old Sire, to his embraces runs 3 . 
“ Haft’ning to pay his tribute to the fea, 
‘¢ Like Mortal Life, to meet Eternity. 
« Though with thofe ftreams*He no refemblance hold, © 
« Whofe foam is Amber and their gravel Gold, 
“ His genuine and lefs guilty wealth t’explore, 
“ Search not his Bottom, but furvey his Shore.” 


Pope was not infenfible to the merit of Denham’s verfifi- 
cation, but he faw the neceflity of looking nearer to his own 
time for a mafter. And he found fuch a mafter as he fought 
in Dryden; who, to the fweetnefs of Waller, and the 
ftrength of Denham, has added a compafs of verfe, and an 
energy that is entirely his own. Pope’accordingly made the 
verfification of Dryden his model. And if his own compo- 
fitions have not all the fire of the A/exander’s Fea/f?, the eafy 
vigour of the Ah/alam and Achitophel, or the animated flow of 
the Fables of his mafter, the colleéted force and Aner polith 
of his numbers; a nicer choice of words, and a more delicate 
and juft, though lefs bold imagery, entitled him to ‘all the 
praife that can poffibly belong to an emulous imitator, not 
invefted with abfolulute fuperiority: while new flights of 
fancy, and new turns of thought and expreffion ; more fen- 
fibility of heart, and greater elevation of mind, with a clofer 
attention to natural and moral obje&s, yield him all the re- 
quifites of a-rival more favoured by fortune; and more zealous 
m the purfuit of fame. The Rape’ of ‘the? Lock, the 
Eloife to Abelard, the Meffiah, and the Liffey on Man, are 
not only the fineft poems of their kind in ours, but i in_any 
modern language, 


If Pope’s verlification has any fault, it 1s that of too.much 


6 regularit ty. 


é 


A 


: imei could not cape the 
eet. of eS a We accordi 


the run bof ie beac to the aig ete a 
tice enabled him to give great ps ted 
ou to pe numbers. al 


oughts 2 
od ect ine 


scleyine: 
e or de- — 


3 is vane: 


fen inexcufable), as well as in his. fanciful rise a more 


ee 


free and varied verfification often attempted with fuccefs. Two 
examples will be fufficient to fet this matter in a clear” light ; : 
to thew both his manner of confining his fenfe to the coup- 


Jet, and of extending i it fetes in compofitions of a <differ- 


ent {pecies. — 


Our humbler province is to tend the fair, 

“ Nota lefs pleafing, though lefs glorious: care ; 
To fave the powder from too rough a gale, 
Nor let th’ imprifon’d effences exhale ; 


sé 


ss 


To draw frefh colours from the vernal flowers,’ : 
“ To fteal from rainbows, ere they drop in fhowers, 


A brighter wath,” &c. 


fo 


Rape of the Lock, ,Cant. iis 


Thus breathing death, in terrible array, 

*¢ ‘The clofe-compacted legions.urg’d their way : 
Fierce they drove on, impatient to deftroy ; 
Troy charg’d tie firft, and Heétor firft of Troy, 
As from fome mountain’s craggy forehead torne 
A rock's round fragment flies, with fury bor me, 


(Which from the ftubborn ftone,a torrent 'rends), 
Precipitate the ponderous mats defcends ; 

From fteep to fteep the rolling ruin bounds, 

At every fhock the crackling wood refounds ;, 
and, urg’d amain, 


Still gathering firength, it fmokes ; 


Whirls, leaps, and thunders down, impetuous to the plain ; 


There ftops—So Hector,” 


&C. 


Miad, xiii, 


Pope, 


J 


Pope, ina wordy if we may eee e the unfeeefsful at= 
tempts of later writers, has given to our heroic verfe i in thyme, 
all the freedom and variety of which it is capable, without 
breaking its firatture or impairing its vigour. : 
OF the former of thefe 2 faults examples are numerous 
among the poetical fucceffors of Pope; but one, from the 
writings of a man of genius, whence hondneds might be fe- 
tected, will ferve to illuftrate the juftice of tt his remark. 
eg And ee ‘there Bards, “tt on 1 creation’ s file _ soe 
‘© Stand rank’d as men, who breathe i in this fay fle — 
“ The air of freed. om, with fo little gall, 
“ So low a {pirit, proftrate thus to fall _ 
ce « Before thefe idols, and without a groan 
‘Bear wrongs, might call ‘forth murmurs from a ftone?” 
Churchill's Independence. 


How much inferior to the bold interrogative of the author of | 


the Effay on Man! 


‘« Who knows but Hz, whofe hand the Lightning forms, st 
« Who heaves old Ocean, and who w rings the ‘Storms, ie a 
“ Pours fierce Ambition in a Cafar’s ‘mind, . Ne 
* Or turns young Ammon loofe to feourge mankind 2? : 


‘The latter fault however, want of vigour, 18 more, coms 
mon in this age of refinement. Eyen fuch lines as the fol- 
lowing, thaugh eafy and flowing, contradict the general cha- 
pan of our language and verfification, that of compre- 
hending much meaning in few words. , 

‘s OF that enchanting age.her figure feems, 

*¢ When finiling Nature with the vital beams 

* Of vivid Youth, and Pleafure’s purple flame, 

“ Gilds her accomplifh’d works, the female frame, 

“ With rich luxuriance tender, fweetly wild, 

* And jult between the woman and the child.” yee 

Could any one, on reading thefe much adimired-verfes, 
difcern the propriety of Rofcommon’s famous. metaphor im 
fpeaking of Englith poetry ? 


The weighty Bullion of one sterrtne line, 
‘¢ Drawn in French wire, would through whole pages fhine.” 


They 
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‘They who a(fpire sine greater compafs of harmony, and 


© ate ambitious of continuing un “its winding _ 

eam, mutt throw afi ide the fetters of thime. a aga 

Born with a ftrong: underftanding, a lent Kear 
and an enthufiz i ag witl all the powers néceffary. to 
form a great , r gs pe a attain- 
ed the fummit o : 


mpofition 
~ 


which he 

He faw the re id by judiciou 
g choice of blank verf fey fated 

to the exuberance of his geniu s, to the ¢ andeur. of bi _con- 


ceptions, and to the boldnefs o f his metaphor ical images, as 
well-as'to.the.mitite wildnels of his poetical defcriptions, 
he has left us in his Seafons, a greater number of jut, beau- 
tiful, and. fabline views of external nature, than are to be 
found i in the works ot nae other poets fince the days ¢ of Lu 
eretius. ai alee 
Akenfide, univ aioe” to “all ate facil oF natural 
and moral beauty, who ‘furveyed the univerfe with‘a truly 
benevolent eye, and a heart filled with admiration and. love 
of the wifdom and | goodnels of the Supreme Being, has ; given 
us in his Pheafure és of Imagination, a delightful Syftem of the 
pat Eo Tafte, unfolded in all the pomp of Miltonic verte. 
And Armittong, the friend of Thomfon, ‘and, like Aken- 
fide,’ 2 phyfician by proféffion, has bequeathed to makind a 
more valuablé legacy, in his Ar¢ of preferving Health, while 
he has furnifhed the literary world with a more claffiéal 
poem, in the famefpecies: of verfification, than either the 
Seafons or the Pleafures of Imagination. After fuch’ profufe 
praife, it will be neceflaty to give a fpecinen sis compa- 
fition of this truly: elegant writer. 
6s He without riot in the balmy feaft 
© Of life, the wants of Nature has fupplied, 
“4 Who" tifes cool)’ ferene, ‘and full of foul. 
v Bat’ pliant’ Nature’ more or lefs demarids, 
“ As cuftom forms her:—and all fudden change » 
“ She hates, of habit, eyen from bad to-good. 
“. TF 
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wee in life, or-mew'emergenc eS, Patan Nik 
m habits urge you byrlong time conficaridy “fe: 
eo pats 1S may th changpvattives: andifiage by: ftages ns 
rs rae ea & Show: asthe. ow over, the dial HONE Sx (gf) ee 
"x ae se oeladleiiante ftealing | ogtels of the se . joa hs Seen 
was wate attaining its higheft polith: 
reign of Gidtze’ TL. and defcriptive ; and 
oward ah Ae? fal lighter 
:R wer o means neglected. ~ Akenfide, 
~ not atisfied ith rivali Vin his moft finifhed work, 
entered the’ lifts alfo with florace’ ‘and Pindar; and although: 
he has" not equalled the courtly gaiety of the former, or the’ 
fublimity, fire; and bold digreffions of the latter, he deferves ( 
much praife for having given us the firft claffical “examples 
of the manner of both. Nohave we yet many finer itanzas 
in our language, than that containing the  pieaed of Alcaus; 
in Akenfide’ s Ode on seeps Poetry. 


Nt oe a 1 Sesiews sscubaatild latidy PONE ier 

_ % Devoting fhame and vengeance to-her Ont EN OF ae 

66 With louder’ impulfe and. a-threatening hand © a 
ny ‘The Lefbian patriot: {mites the founding chords : — 


es Ye. wretches, ye perfidious train, . se elit 
heh WO CMA 


« “Ye curs’d of Gods and freeborn. mei : 

2 “~"<@ Ye murderers of the laws ! pris aa deren ona 

“a « "Though how ye glory in your luft, 
«Though now ye tread the feeble neck in ‘dun 


“Yet time and righteous ae will judge your dreadtl cafe 


Collins and Gray Lae hoe more fpanthded in, Imitating; 
the wild enthufiam of Pindar; though it muft be, aiiiihied: 
by their warmeit admirers, that the lyric pieces.of thefe two 
poets owe their celebrity chiefly to a,ceratin folemn-obfeu- 
rity, through which their meaning oceafionally. breaks, with 
a degree of poetic {plendour that-ovetpowers the faculties of 
the reader, as vennine | is rendered more awful by the inter~ 
poling peees of a thunder-cloud. In Collins °s Odes, how- 

ever 


' 
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ever, are found fome truly. fudilios ftanzas ; -efpecially the 
firft {tanza in the Ode to Liderty, the firft in that to Mercy; 
and the firft in that.to Fear. And Gray’s Welch Bard, cxa~ 
mined as a whole, has great merity, whether we confider the 
variety and force of the numbers, cor the poe ig of 
of the imagery. 

But none of our lyric. posts has come Bi near to the phi- 
lofophic good humour and good fenfe of Horace, as Aken- 
fide. Nothing can be more happily: purfued than the whole ~ 
train of thinking in his Ode on the /V7i inter Solftice. After 
lamenting the deftructive rage. of; the Gi he papceecs 
thus : , . 

« But Tet not Man's aoa views 

«¢ Prefume o’er Nature and her laws ; 
Tis his with grateful joy to.ufe 
« "Th? indulgence of.the Sovereign Causz: 
« Secure that Health and Beauty {prings 
« Through this majeftic frame of things, 
«¢ Beyond what He can reach to. know ; 
And that Heaven’s all-fubduing.will 
__ “ With Good, the progeny of Il, , 

“¢ Attempereth every ftate below.” 


o 
~ 


‘ 


” 


Nor are the Pindaric odes of this poet deftitute of dignity, 
though that dignity confifts lefs in pomp of language than in 
elevation of fentiment. The character of Milton, -in. the 
Ode on the Power of Poetry, addrefied to the Earl of Hunt. 
aaa is daringly bold, 


6¢ Mark how the dread Pantheon ftands, 
~& Amid the domes of modern hands ; 
«Amid the toys of idle ftate, 

* How fumnply, how feverely great! 

«¢ Then turn, and while each weftern clime 
4&6 Prefents her tuneful fons to Time, 

66 So mark thou Milton's awful name,” &c. 


Sal 


‘That whole ode breathes a noble {pirit of eeabey, 5 4 tach 
(<4 pice 
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ft. agi? to Me the author's own words, i in Apeaking « of the | 


Mute, ~ ae reat Ass 


/ a> Sexe. 
a te cle When Greece te Her aye hell age ee 
ni Rejoicing liften’d, God-like founds to. hears oscits Taam 
a OG hear the fweet Inftructrefs tell - Mey Ee = oe 
= « ¥ (While men and heroes throng’d ae Se a 


How life its nobleft ufe nay find, 
How bett for fr eedom be refi ign’d, 
“ And how, by Glory, Virtue fhall be crown'd. ae: 


rt 


Since I have touched Spon ‘this qinaling foleths Sail 
tranferibe the opening of Collins’s Ode to Liberty, which has- 
always roufed me more» estoreibly: than ang — T eversread:»r 


‘> or a. 2 gee 


in any languages : fernmigie tec fobrse 


“ Who fhall awake the Spartin fife, 
‘© And call in folemn founds to life, . 
«© The youths whofe locks divinely fpreading, 
« Like vernal hyacinths in fullen hue, 
s¢ At once the breath of Fear and Virtue fhedding, © 
“ Applauding Freedom lov’d of old to view 7”? » 


The conclufion of the fame ftanza, containing a defcrip- 
tion of the fall of the Roman empire, is no iefs poetical, but 
hiftorically falfe, and confequently of dangerous tendeacy, as 
it may communicate a wrong. turn of thinking to the untu- 
tored mind. 


No Freedom! no, I will not tell, 
“ How Rome, before thy weeping face, 
« With heaviett found, a Giant-flatue fell, 
“ Puth’d by a wild and artlefs race 
te From of its wide ambitious bafe ; 
“When Time his Northern fons of fpoil awoke, 
«And all the blended work of firencth and grace, 
“With many a rude repeated ftroke, 
And many = barbarous yell; to thouvard fragments broke.” 


T Wes f wth . yt > \ 498 e ig . it Ree 
Now. jag truth is, ThatJong before this:event, Rome-Had 
not 
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not only loft her own liberty; but bafely ifr won the 
liberties of other nations: and the whole empire languithed 
under the moft enflaving defpotifm: ‘The defcription, theres 
fore, though confiftent in itfelf, is falfe in every point of views 
as applied to the Roman empire. And F; reedom, inftead of 
weeping at the fall of Ronte, may be faid poetically, to have 
affifted the fons of the North, in breaking to pieces that. 
Giant- fiatue, or enormous monarchy, in order to émancis 
pate mankind from its 6 gnats gore and corrupting 
influence. 

About the fartie. fimeé that Akenfide, Collins, and Gray; 
‘were perfecting our lyric poetry, a new turn was given to 
our love-verfes by Hammond ; a man of tafte and feufibilitys 
who has fuccefsfully imitated the elegiac manuer of Tibul- 
lus, and given to his amorous folicitations foft melan- 
choly, entirely in unifon with the tone of the paffion, and a 
tendernefs to which Waller and Prior were ftrangers. A 
fhort extract will illuftrate thefe obfervations.. — : 


© With thee I hop’d to wafte the pleafing day, 
“¢ *Till in thy arms an age of joy was patt; 
“ Then, old with love, infenfibly decay, . 
« And on thy bofor gently breathe my laff. 
« J fcorn the Lydian river's golden wave, 
« And all the vulgar charms of human life ; 
« T only afk fo live my Delia’s flave, 
« And when I long have fre her—eall her wife.’ 


This fpecies of verfification is happite i dapted to fuch fub-s 
jets, notwithftanding what has. been faid to be contrary by 
“a learned and di@tatorial critic ; for althotigh * the qdarten 
* of ten fyllables,” in alternate rhyme, is capable of great 
ftrength and dignity, though it may be condenfed into a fo- 
fid column, in commemoration of victory, it cam alfo be di- 
lated with more facility than the couplet, into a loofe-float- 
ing veil of mourning, of breathed into a tremulous fymphony 
- of fond complaint. It has accordingly been adopted by all 
* fucceeding elegiac writers of any eminence ; but particularly 


Vou. V. mes , by 
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by Gray, i in his celebrated Evegy in @ Conte Church Yor 
and by ‘Shenftone i in thofe excellent moral Elegies, publifhed 

-after his death, which do fo much honour both to his head 
and heart, and form fo fevere a fatire on his wart of ceco- 
nomy.. oid 

5 Shenitne’ delocves. to. ‘be here paler ade on ahaa ate 
count. - He has given us a refined fpecies of rural poetry, 
with which we were formerly unacquainted ;, and. which, if 

“not altogether pa/foral, is exceedingly pleafing. Iris, indeed, 
Sh ees a pun, Something better : it reprefents the manners and 
the fentiments of a gentleman refiding in the country, inftead 
of thofe of a clown. In this refpect, it does not differ eflen- 
tially from the paftorals of the polifhed. and courtly Virgil, 
who would not have ‘been aihamed to have owned the. fel- 
lowing elegant lines : ; i eel 


“ Can a bofom fo gentle remain 

«¢ Unmov’d when her Corydon fighs ? 

Will a nymph that ‘is fond of the plain, 

8 Thofe plains and this valley defpife # 
Dear regions of filence and fhade! 

“ Soft fcenes of contentment and eafe ! 
Where I could have happily ftray’d, 

‘* If aught in her abfence could. pleafe 2 

But where does my Phillida ftray? de 
«© And where are her grotts and her caer > 
Are the groves and the vallies as gay, 

‘¢ And the fhepherds as gentle as ours? 

The groves may perhaps be as fair, aie 
*¢ And the face of the vallies as fine; 
“ The fwains may in manners compare, 
** But their love is not equal to: mine.’ 
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‘This zealous and confinued attention to the improvement 
of our r poetry, in‘its vatious branches, did not prevent imagi- 
nation and fentiment from flowing in. other channels. A 
claffical form. was. given o.-the Gomic. Romance by: Fielding 


and Smollett,: who have painted modern manners with great 


+ force 
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force of colouring, as well as truth of delineation, and | given 
to the ludicrous features of life all the heightenings of wit, 
humour, and fatire. . 

Richardfon, no lefs claffical, created a new fpecies of 
fiction, which may be called the Epic of Civil Life; as it 
exhibits, in an extended and artfully conftructed fable, and . 
in a variety of ftrongly marked charaéters, under the influ- 
ence of different paffions, and engaged in different purfuits 
the beauty and dignity of virtue, and the meannefs and de- 
formity of vice, without any ludicrous circumftance, or dif. 
play of warlike exploits. 

The principal produtions of thefe authors, under the 
well-known names of Tom ‘fones, Roderick Random, Sir 
Charles Grandifon, Clariffa9, and Amelia, feemed for a time 
wholly to occupy the attention, and even to turn the heads 
of the younger part of the nation. But the hiftories of Ro- 
bertfon and Hume appeared, and romances were: no longer 
read. A new tafte was introduced. The lovers of mere 
amufement found, That real incidents, properly felected and 
difpofed, fetting afide the idea of utility, and real characters 
delineated with truth and force, can more ftrongly engagé 
both the mind and heart ‘than any fabulous narrative. This 
tafte, which has fince given birth to many other elegant hif- 
torical productions, fortunately for Englifh literature, con- 
tinues to gain ground. 


9. Lovelace, the principal male charaéter in this celebrated romance, is evi- 
dently a copy of Row’s Lothario, in the Fair Penitent. ‘This Dr. Johnfon owns, 
buc adds, that the imitator * has excelled his original in the moral effe& of 
the fidien. Lothario with gaiety which cannot be hated, and bravery which 
cannot be defpifed, retains too much of the reader’s kindnefs, It was in the 
power of Richardfon a/one to teach us at once efeem and detefiation.” But Dr. 
Beattie, another formidable critic, and the friend of Dr. John{fon, is of a very 
different opinion, ‘¢ Richardfon’s Lovelace,” fays he, “ whom the reader 
ought to abominate for his crimes, is adorned with youth, beauty, eloquence, 
wit, and every intellectual and bodily accomplifhment; is there not then rea- 
fon to apprehend fome readers will be more inclined to admire the gay proe 
fligate, than to fear his punifhment ?” So contentious a fcience is criticifm !—— 
and. fo little reference have the opinions of the learned, in matters of tafte, to 
any common flandard! ; 
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I muft now y carry forward the progrefs of arts and of man+ 

ners, and of thofe branches of polite literature that ate'moft 

intimately connected with both. © aN xe NOMD Oe 

The immature and unexpeéted death of ‘queen mass: was 
friendly to the Proeftant Succeffion : ‘for it is certain fhe in 
tended, as | have had occafion to thew, that her brother fhould 
fill the Britith throne. What might have been the character 
of the reign of James. IIL. it is impofible decidedly.to fay, as 
he was never invefted with the adminiftration. But there i is. 
great reafon to believe, from his” fuperftitious bigotry, ‘that 
his government would neither have been favourable to civil 

nor religious liberty. The reign of George I. was favourable 

to both, though little indulgent to genius. Unacquainted. 
with the beauties of our language, and ‘utterly deftitute of 
tafte, like moft of his countrymen in that age, this prince 
paid no attention to literature or the libéral arts. Literature, 
however, made. vigorous fhoots by the help. of former cul- 
ture and foil; but manners CepeeRS 3 a woeful decline, 
and the arts made no advance. 

In confequence of the timid, but prugene policy of that, 
reign, the martial {pirit was in a manner extinguifhed’ in 
England. The heads of the Tory faction kept at a diftance 
from court, as in the reign of William : and truth’ obliges 
me to declare, That the ‘Tories have alw ays been the moft 
munificent patrons of genius, as well as the moft accomplifh- 
ed gentlemen in the kingdom. “The minifters of George I. 
were Whigs. Many of them were little better than money- 
brokers, and the South-Sea fcheme made them ftock-jobbers. - 
The rapid revolution of property occafioned by that fcheme; 
the number of ancient families ruined, and of the new ones 
raifed to opulence, broke down the diftinGtion of ranks, and 
gave rife to a general profufion, as well as to an utter difre- 
gard of decency and refpect. 

‘The corrupt adminiftration of fir Robert Walpole, in the 
early part of the reign of George I. when every man’s 
‘virtue was fuppofed to have its price, contributed full farther 

to diffolye the manners and principles of the nation; while 
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the thriving ftate of manufactures, and a vaft influx of money 
by trade, produced fuch a deluge of i "intemperance among the 
‘common peoplesghat the parliament. was obliged to interpofe’ 
its authority, in order to reftrain the inordinate ule of {pirit- 
ous liquors. * and after the peace of Aix-la- Chapelie, mili- 
tary force was often neceffary to fupprefs the licentioufnefs 
of riot; which, under pretence of want, occafioned by dearth 
of provifions, but really in the wantonnefs of abundance, 
long diftraéted the whole kingdom. 
~ The.war, which was begun in 1755, united all hearty and 
all hands in oppofing the common enemy. In the courfe of 
that.glorious war, at firft fo ‘unpropitious, the relaxation of 
manners. totally difappeared. ‘The national fpirit ‘recovered 
its tones. Wifdom was found in the cabinet, and ability dif- 
played itfelf both in the fenate and the field, Military ar- 
dour rofe to heroifm, and public virtue to the utmoft height 
of patriotifin. ~And although the peace of Paris did not pro- 
cureus- alfthe: advantages we had reafon to expect, it yetleft the 
Britifh empire great and flourthingy, with trade confiderably 
augmented ; territory immenfely extended ; ‘and a numerous 
body. of brave and induftrious people, employ ed in fupplying 
with manufactures the demands of commerce, or occupied 
in the labours of hufbandry. 

.Intimes of fuch great national profperity, it might be ex- 
pected that public fpeCtacles would be numerous and fplendid, 
and.that the liberal arts, though neglected by government, 
would be encouraged by the public, and patronifed by opu- 
lent individuals. ‘This was literally the cafe. Befide a mag- 
nificent Italian opera, the capital fupported two Enolifh 
threatres: and thofe theatres were well fupplied with new 
pieces,- the profits of which amply recompenfed the labour 
of their authors. 

The comedies of Steele were followed by thofe of Cibber, 
«who has given .us,.in his Carele/s. Hufband, a finifhed pic- 
ture. of polite life. “Phe formal ftyle, and fententious mora- 
lity of Addifon’s Cero, in a fmaller or greater degr ee, diftin- 
guith all- the. twagedies of Thomfon. The tragedies of 
Est 3 Southern, 
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Southern, and) Young are more. impaflioned, though in other! 
refpedts, no lefs faulty... Southern, who. was intimately An, 
quainted with the human breaft, has fome exquifitely. pathe- 
tic fcenes. But his ftories are; too. uniformly, diftreffing 5 
and Oresinkn his beft piece, is interlarded. with fow. comedy: 
Tfabella, written in the reign.of George I., has fewer faults, 
and fewer yet many, heauties. It is a, mournful tale in~: 
deed !—Young’s, Revenge has. great merit. The. fable is 
well conftruéted, the ftyle is eafy and animated; the charac- 
ters are {trongly marked, and the: poetic fpirit-is fupported. 
throughout the piece. But it has few of the genuine charms 
of nature, and too "many of thofe terrible graces, which have 
drawn upon our ftage the imputation of barbarifm. 6 gnivc1 
The hiftory of the ftage is a fubject of great philofophical. 
curiofity ; as it is, in every nation, intimately connected. with 
the hiftory of manners. Even from the mode.of playing:in- 
different ages, there is fomething to be gathered, beyond. the 
gratification of idle curiofity. Our tragic actors, before the 
appearance of Garrick, feemed to have had.a very imperfect 
notion of their bufinefs.. As they could: have. little. oppor- 
tunity to obferve the motions, and ftill lefs to hear the dif-; 
courfe of royal perfonages, efpecially on great and moment- 
out fubjects, or while under the influence, of {trong paflions, 
they had recourfe to imagination; and gaye to. all. the 
fpeeches of fuch exalted charaCters, and by habit to thofe.of 
eyery character, an inarticulate deep-toned monotony; which 
had fmall refemblance to the human voice, accompanied, with, 
a ftrutting ftatelinefs of gefture, that was altogether preternatu= 
ral, but which they miftook for majefty. .. To require only 
the tread of the fiage was a. work. of years, 
_ But no fooner did Garrick fet his foot upon the threatre 
than this difieulty vanifhed. Having a found judgment, a 
juft tafte, and. keen fenfibility, with \a, difeernment fo acute 
as to enable him. to look into the inmoft . receffes of. the | 
heart ; a marking countenance ; an eye full of luftre ; a fine 
ear; a mufical and articulate.voice; with. uncommon power 
to. modulate it. to every tone of pafhion, he rofe at once 12 
the 
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thevheight of his. profefion, and” taught ‘the fympathifing 
fpeétators, that kings and héFfoes were inet, and {poke, and 
moved, and felt, like the réft of their {pecies.”” Other players 
followed his ealy and natural manner, to the great advantage 
of theatrical: feprefentation. 

‘This new ftyle of acting introduced a new tte i in writ- 
ing. “Inftead’ of the rant and fuftian of Dryden and Lee, 
which’ the old players delighted to mouth, Garrick and his 
difciples: difplayed their bewitching power of moving the 
paffions’ chiefly in the pathetic and awful fcenes of Shak- 
{fpeareand Otway; to which they drew more general admira- 
tion. And*Aaron Hill, a great promoter of natural playing, 
having adapted’ tothe Englith ftage feveral of the elegant 
and interefting tragedies of Voltaire, gave variety to threatri- 
cal exhibitions.” In the Zara and the AZerope he was parti- 
cularly fuccefsfulk Originals were compofed in the fame 
juft tafte. Among thefe, we ftill fee with pleafure the Game- 
fier, Douglas, and Barbaroffa, The Elfrida and Carafacus 
of Mafon, and the AZedea of Glover, are equally pregnant 
with nature and paffion. ‘Written in imitation of the Greek 
drama, and worthy of the Athenian ftage, they have all been 
reprefented on that of London with a pplaute ; but they have 
not’ yet madé us converts to the ancient manner. 

The genius of Garrick as an actor, was not confined to 
tragedy. In many parts of comedy he was no lefs excellent ; 
and his tafte, and his fituation as a manager, enabled him 
to draw to light feveral neglected pieces of great merit, 
The comic mufe; however, was backward in her favours for 
atime. We had few new comedies of any merit till Hoadly 
produced the Sw/picious’ Hufband, and Foote thofe inimitable 
Jretches of real life, which were fo long the delight of the 
town, and haye juftly gained him the name of the Englith 
Ariftophanes." “At length Colman, in the Fealous Wife and 
Clandeftine Marriage, waited the humour of Plautus to the 
élegance of Terence, and our comedy jeemed to be perfect- 
ed. Buta new fpecies of comedy has fince been imported 
from France ; in which, as often happens in the great drama 
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of the’ world, Se and interefting ho. are 
blended, cand, Seenes of humour interchanged with. thofe of 
fentiment, Kelly’ s°Falfe Delicacy,.and: Cumberland’s Wf 
Indian, axe precious pieces inthis new tafte, 9 o> sig 

Betides iis connection with manners and ‘literature, the 
age has.an intimate alliance with painting and mufic, ~Of 
this alliance the Englith, ftage has not failed to\take advan- 
tage, of that which is derived from machinery and ‘architec, 
ture, Our whole fcenery is perhaps fuperior to that of any 
theatre in ancient»or modern times, and alfo our theatrica} 
‘wardrobe, as our dreffes. certainly are better adapted to’ the - 
characters. which the -actors reprefent, The coffume is prey 
ferved more perfeétly.on qurs than on any other ftage.*°. 

» The: effect of our landicapes and fea-pieces, by the power 
of perfpective, and the extrinfe help of s//minatien and eb. 
feurity, 1s equal jf not fuperior to that of nature; and thefe 
enchanting fcenes, in conjunctjom with mufic and dancing, 
give to the mute drama an illufive charm, a deception that 
is altogether necramantic-—A word here of dancing. < 

‘The art of dancing has of late been carried to great per- 
feftion among ys, as well as among our neighbours on the 
continent; fo.as nqt only to keep time to mufic in ‘graceful 
motjon, but to be.at the fame time: expreffive of a feries of 
action, and a fluctuation of paffion, As human beings, 
however, endowed with the diftinguyfhing faculty of fpeech, 
let us not fet too high a value upon this light-heeled corpo, 
real language, which itis poffible to teach even fo rude'an 
ammal as a bear; and jn which, as fay as itds mimetic of 
hunting or war, its two favourite fubjects, an American fa- 
yage is infnitely more perfe& than Slingfby, Veltris, oF 
Heinel... Theatrical mufic. deferves more attention. 

Mufic formed. an effential part of the dramatie¢ entertain. | 
ments of the ancients. In thofe: of the«moderns, and efpe- 
ai in ours; it was long only anjoccafional auxiliary, Our 


10. This beautiful propriety, which gives S much truth to good acting, we 
owe aes to the claffical tafte and enlightened underftanding pf Garrick, 
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pitineesisful- mufical piece, the ‘taba Biryar’ s Opera 
yof-Gay, is faid to have been written in ridicule of the Italian 
Sopera ; though I am fully. perfaaded:the author forefaw the 
pleafure the Comic. Opera would afford to an Englith audi- 
-€nce; independent of that circumftance, and only called in 
‘the contraft of character, in order to procure a more ready 
reception;to hismew drama: —If burlefque had been his chief 
objet; he would have made Macheath and all his gang 
vwarble Italian airs, 
» Gay, on the contrary, adapted the wérds of his fongs to 
‘ative tunes, Thefe tunes had all been heard by moft of 
the audience in early life, when the mind was. free from 
care’;»in-the-{cenes of rural innocence, or the walks of gay 
frolic, when the youthful heart beat high with ambitious 
- hope;-or repofed in the luxury. of infantine paffion.; while 
teafon was-loft in dreams of ineffable delight, and fancy was 
fed-with illofions. of unchangeable love.». Every tune re- 
called fome-agreeable feeling, or former happy ftate of mind. 
The effeét-of the mufic was accordingly altogether magical; 
and it would have been {till greater, if the airs had been fung 
by perfons whom the audience cauld have loved or refpected. 
But.as-this was:not the cafe, the Beggar’s Opera, in confe~ 
quence of its:mufical: enchantment, had a very immoral ten- 
dency. »Itferved:to dignify the character of a highwayman, 
and to familiarize, and even to reconcile the mind to fuch 
flagitious feenes-as ought ever to te held in diftant abhor~ 
ence; the nocturnal orgies of robbers, whores, and thieves ; 
theirdevity in the cells of Newgate, and their mdifference at 
the-profpe& of:ignominiouflv. paying the debt of juftice’ on, 
Tyburn-tree }-—WNor was thissall: The author, by putting 
into the mouths cof fuchwretches not only the tunes, but'a 
parody: uponsthe: words of fome of our moft ‘admired -love- 
fongs, threw: a ftronger ridicule upon genuine paffion’ and 
yittuous téndernefs than upon the Italian opera. 
Notwithftanding the great fuccefs of this mufical piece, 
“we had novothier comic opera of any merit for many years. 
The ‘fingularity of the fubje@, and the continued applaufe 
paid 
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paid.to the Beggar's Opera, deterred imitation eaed preclidéd’> 
rivalry. In the mean time ‘the: famous Handel, ‘whochad 


» quarrelled with the’ proprietors: of the Opera-houfe, brought: 


on the Englifh ftage a new fpecies of mufical: drama,’ to: 
which he gave the name of Oratorio, and in which he exetted 


all his powers of combining ‘harmony, tothe delight and: 


aftonifhment of the whole mufical world. But the Oratorio, 
which has already loft its hold of the public. tafte, has fo: 


many radical defects, as a) theatrical entertainment, as mut: 
for ever prevent it from being in general requeft. It has: 
fable and dialogue, ‘but neither action, fcenery, nor chas © 
racteriftical dreffes. ; 
Dr. Arne; ‘fenfible of the imperfétions of idee Oratorio,’ 
attempted to :infpire his countrymen with a tafte for the : 
Serious Opera. With this view, he fet to excellent’ mufic,’ 


and brought upon the Englifh ftage a tranflation of the Ar- 


taxerxes,,of Metaftafio ; which was received with the moft 


enthufiaftic applaufe, and is ftill a: favourite performance; 
Yet, extraordinary as‘it may feem, we have! no other ferious 
opera that is fo much as tolerated. “Mufical tragedy is hap- 


pily little fuited to the general tafte of an Englith audience, 


which requires a more mafeuline compofition. 


Our mufical comedy has made greater progrefs, Tt hath. 
-been much refined and improved, by the éxclufion of profli- 


gate manners, and by judicioufly intermixing fcenes of fenti- 
ment with thofe of humour; as in Love ina Village, the 
Duenna, and fome other pieces of a fimilar kind, which have 


defervedly met with a favourable reception.’ Even thefe, 


however, appear to be lofing ground. | Many of our Comic 
Operas are already transformed into after-pieces, and as fuch 
they will always pleafe. ” 


Since the charm of-novelty has ceafed, the good fenfe of | 
the people of England feems ftill to require|a ftandard comedy 
ortragedy, as their principal theatrical difh :—and mufic has 


other walks to occupy. The grand*concerts in the capital, 
and am every confiderable town inthe kingdom, afforded 
ample fcope to native compofers; whilft the Opera-houfe, 

or 


’ 
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opftalian theatre, calls forth all the talents of foreign maf-« 
ters, as well as all the powers of executions both vocal and 
inftrumental, by the moft liberal sii reins for ther entertains 

ment of the nobility and gentry. gel Bilao odt- or 

The advances of the other. arts Sieladetidsi as elégant,: 
in. England, during the, prefent century, opens a wide tield 
for. inveftigation; at which I can only glance.: Noram Tres: 
quired. to entersdeeply into it by my fubjedt; a general view 
of improvement being the fole purpofe of this letter... The 
improvements in) manufactures and the mechanical arts, I 
haye already carried forward by anticipation, in tracing the 
progrefs of Commerce*!; though perhaps I have noi been: 
fufficiently particular in fome articles, {uch as the gréat per- 
feStion to which the printing of linen and cotton cloths bas 
been carried, fo as to furpafs in beauty: thofe’of India; or of 
paper for the lining of rooms, which has been taught to tmis 
tate velvet and fattin, and-even to rival tapeftry. . Ner ought 
T to.omit the tafe and fancy difplayed in the patterns of our 
figured filks ;. or in otr earpets, which vie vith thofe of 
Perfia\in fabric, equal'them in luftre, and exceed them in har- 
mony of colours... 

Onr fepulchral monuments, at the clofe of the laft century: 
were mere mafonry; and executed in a very bad tafle.: The 
excellent carvings of Gibbons in wood excepted, we had pro~ 
perly nofculpture.. Kneller, our only painter of any emi- 
nence, was a foreigner, and employed himfelf chiefly on 
portraits.» Ryfbrach, Scheemaker, and Roubiliac, who have 
fince adorned Weftminfter-Abbey with many {culptured mo- 
numents worthy of antient Greece, alfo were foreigners. 
We were more fortunate in native architects. 

Inigo Jones found a fucceffor not unworthy of hinvlf in 
fir Chriftopher Wren, rendered immortal by the plan of St. 
Paul’s and of St. Stephen’s Walbroke ; exclufive of his other 
great defigns—of that of Greenwich Hofpital or the additions 
to the palace of Hampton Court. 

‘Wren was fucceeded by the clafi cal lord bite ns 
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liberal,patron of the arts, and no contemptible profeflor, and 
by: the ponderous: but inventive Kent; whofe plan of. Holk-~ 
ham, the feat of the earl of Leicefter in Norfolk, and his 
temple of Venus in Stowe Gardens, if he had. defigned: no 
thing elfe, would entitle him to a diftinguifhed rank among 
modern architeéts. But Kent has been greatly furpaffed, in 
architecture; by fir William Chambers, Wyat, Adam, and 
others, who have adorned the capital and every part of the 
kingdom with edifices in the pureft tafte of antiquity + who 
have wnited elegance with conveniency, and lightnefs with. 
folidity.. Nor fhould Milne be forgot, to whom we. are m- 
debted for Blackfriar’s-bridge, a work. to which | Phos’ 
ean ofter no parallel **. long : 

We have at prefent native Aacanie of confiderable metite 
But Bacon and Nollikens have yet. produced nothing -equak 
to.the Hercules of Ryfbrach, Scheemaker’s eae or 
the Haniel and Newton of Roubiliac "3 

Hogarth, the frft eminent Englith stipe if- we except 
Scott, who. excelled in {ea-pieces, may be faid. to- have: 
formed asnew'fchool. Above the Flemish comic painters, 
who fervilely copy Jow Jife, or debafe it into. farce; and .be- 
low the beft Italian mafters, who generally draw.exalted 
charaCters, and elevate human nature, as far as.it was pof+ 
fible for men degraded by civil and religious flavery, He. de- 


12. Weftminfer bridge, not perhaps lefs noble, though furely lefs elegant, 
was executed after the plan of a Frenchman, 


¥3. ‘Of thefe celebrated ftatués, the moft excellent is the Hercules, compiled 


from various parts of the body and limbs (which the feulptor fuppofed to be 
moft truly formed) of feven or eight of the ftrongeft and beft made men in 
England, chiefly. champions in the amphitheatre for bruifing, under the pro- 
teéion of the late duke of Cumberland, The Newton of Roubiliac has alfo 
great merit; but Mr. H, Walpole thinks “ the ar is a little too pert for fo 


« grave aman.” But Mr. Scott, a man of tafte and genius, is of a very dif. 


ferent opinion. 
*« Behold ! (a prifm within his hands) 
“ Abforé'd in thought great Newton ftands, 
« Such was his drow and Jook ferene, 
% His ferious gait and mujing miei. 
Ope to ScuLrrpre. 
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fineates, like Fielding and Smollett, the ludicrous features of 
middling life; with as much truth and force ‘as’ either, and 
with a more direct view to a moral /purpofe. They who 
are in doubt about this matter ‘need only confult his Harlot’ 
Progre/s, his Rake’s Progrefs, his soy shen vet a hod a — 
his Stages of Cruelty. 
- But Hogarth knew nothing of the Bagi of otieais ins 
delicacy of drawing, or the magic of colours. Thefe were 
referved’for Englith painters of a higher order. As the moft 
excellent of thofe are now living, I fhall not enter inte’a 
particular eftimate of their merit; but obferve, in general, 
That if they have not attained all the force of colouriagy 
truth of drawing, and ftrength of expreffion, to be found in 
the greateft Italian mafters, they have made ample’ amends 
_by the judicious choice of their fubje&ts. Inftead of cruci- 
- fixions, flagellations, laft fuppers, and holy families, ‘they 
have given fecond life to heroes and legiflators. They ‘have 
made public virtue vifible in fome of its moft meritorious 
ats: they have painted as became the fons of freedom. ‘Nor 
need I be afraid to affirm, That Copley’s Earl of Chatham, 
Welt’s Departure of Regulus, his Pennfylvania Charter, and 
his Death of /Voife, to fay nothing of Reynold’s Uzolixc, ill 
the mind with nobler ideas, and awaken the heart to more 
generous ‘emotions, than were ever communicated by the 
pencil of any flave that kneeled at the altar of fuperftition *. 


14. “ Since affections of every ind are equally within the painters power,” 
fays Quindgilian, “it is of great importance that he apply himfelf to excite 
« only fuch as are fubfervient to good morals.” (Inft. Orat. lib. xi.) And Arif 
totle, amongft other inftructions, gives it in charge to the governors of youth, 
« chat they allow them to fee no pictures but thofe which have fuch moral 
# tendency.” (Polit. lib. viii.) The reafon of this caution is fouaded in the 
depths of philofophy, in an equal knowledge of human nature and the in= 
fluence of the arts; for there can remain no doubt, That whatever addreffes 
itfelf immediately to the eye by an actual reprefentation of objects, mult affee? the 
youthful mind, and indeed all minds, but efpecially the leaft cultivated, more 
shan any form of words, or combination of articulate founds, fig jonifi cant of ideag 
merely by convention, Yet we are told by a noted connoifleur, “ That pidtures 
46 cannot adapt themfelves to the meaneft capacities,.as unhappily the tongue can,"* 
Anesdites of Painting in England, vol. i. Pref. p. x. 

rat Fortunately 
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F ortunately for the lovers of embellifhment, engraving, ‘of 
which, painting may be! faid to be the prototype, "has* not 
made -lefs. progrefs in England during the prefent century 
than the parent art. »Hiftorical pictures can only become 
the’ property of the rich and great. And they are very liable 
befide to be injured by time or accident.’ “Hence the utility 
of engraving in plates of copper. It multiplies copies at a 
moderate price; and its reprefentations, if lefs ‘perfegt than 


thofe of the pencil, are more compact and durable. We. 


have excellent prints of all our own capital paintings, and 
alfo of moft of thofe of the greateft Italian mafters.. At the 
head of our native improvers of this elegant andingenious art, 
we muft ever place Strange and Woollet.. ‘The firft excels 
chiefly in copying human figures, the latter.im: landfcape. 
They have both, at prefent, feveral formidabte rivals in every 
branch of the art, and the late unhappy Ryland was perhaps’ 
equal to either. 

We have yet another flourithing art, deferyedly confidered 
as liberal, and which is of Engliih origin, unlefs we fhould 
allow the Chinefe to come in for a fhare of the honour of 
the invention; namely MopErNn.GaRDENING, or: the art 
of painting a field with natural. and artificial: objects, dif- 
pofed like colours upon a:canvas. For this art, which was 
altogether unknown to the ancients, we are indebted to the 
tafte and genius of Kent. He taught ‘us to. zitate nature, 
or more properly fpeaking, to adt upon her plan, in forming 
our pleafure-grounds, inftead of imprefling upon every na- 
tural objet the hard ftamp of art; he taught, us,.that the 
perfection of gardening, confifts in humouring and adorning, 
not in conftraining or difgurfing nature ; confequently, that 
ftraight walks, regular parterres, circular and {quare pieces 
of water, and trees cut in the fhape of animals, are utterly 
incenfiftent with true tafte.. In a word, the whole fecret of 
Modern Gardening confifts in making proper ufe of natural 
fcenery ; wood and water, ‘hill and valley, in conjunCtion 
with architecture; fo 2s ta give beauty and variety to the 
embellithed ground, and in judicioufly veiling and expof- 
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ding. the furrounding country in cdntiutidg the luxuriant 
meadow with,the barren heath, the verdant flope with the 
rugged fteep, the/fylvan temple with the ruined tower; the 
meandering rill with the majeftic river, and the fmootl fur- 
face of the Jake, or artificial fea, with Nature’s moft fublime 
abje&, a view! of the boundlefs and ever-agitated ocean. » 
.Milton feems to have had: a diftinét idea of this’ spp 
sinicients as far as it regards the particular fpot. 


¥ v4 
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« Through Eden went a river large ; 
& Nor chang’d his courfe, but through the fhagey hill 
of) | Pafs'd underneath inguiph’d ; for God had thrown 
vs o©'That mountain as his garden mound, high rais’d 
“ Upon the rapid current,—which through veins 
© OF porozs earth, with kindly thirft updrawa, 
wre SO Ree afresh fountain, and with many a rill 
“Water. the garden. 


« From that /apphire fount the cri/ped brooks, 
2 MORGMing On orient pearl and fands of gold, — 
om With mazy error, under pendant fiades, © : 
“ Ran nectar; vifiting each plant and fed 
Flowers worthy of paradife; which not nice are 
“ In beds and curious knots, but nature boon 
. Pour’d forth profu/e on dill, and dale, and plain ; 
& Both where the morning fim firft warmly fuote 
“© The open ficld, and where the unpierced shade 
_ © Imbrown'd the moon-tide bowers.” 


Vihy 


‘This is certainly, toufe the poet’s own words, “a happy 
tural feene of various view.” But Milton, like all the 
gardeners of his time, or of thofe which had preceded it, 


15, The refemblance of Milton’s Edew to.a garden laid out in. the modern 
tafte, was fir noticed by the late penetrating lord Kaims, in chap. xxiv. of 
his Elements of Criticifm, printed in 1762. ‘* Milton,” fays he, “ juftly pres. 
fers the grand tafte to that of regularity;” and he quotes part of the above 
extract, in’ confirmation of his remark. Yet Mr. H. Walpole; inretadine 
the fame obfervation, almoft twenty years later, feems :toaffume to himfelf 
she merit 01 it, and to pong aeulave himfel, as if he had been making an im- 
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confines his paradife within high boundaries, and confequently 
excludes diftant and rude profpect, the grand charm in mo- 


dern gardening ; for 


‘ the champaign head 
& Of a ficep wildérne/s, whofe hairy fides. 
% With thicket over-grown, grotefque and wild ! 
& Accefs denied ; and overhead up grew 
* Infuperable height of lofticf frade, 
_  @edar, and pine, and fir, and branching palm.’” 


‘The man who firfl threw down the garden-wall,. and . 


‘funk the foffe, whether Kent or Bridgeman, may be truly 


faid to have broke the fpell that enabled the necromancer’ 
Art to hold the fair damfel Nature fo Jong in chains, and to 
have made the terraqueous. globe but one great garden. 
From that moment, beauty began to connect itfelf with uti- 
lity, and grandeur with ruftie labour; the pleafure-ground 
with the paftured ‘and cultivated field, the gravel-walk-with 
the public road, and the- garden-lake with the navigable ca- 
nal and the fea; that glorious fountain of univerfal eonimu- 
nication among men, which enables the philofopher, the 
merchant, and the mariner, to vifit HE geaninre; and makes 
all things common to all. ° 

While our countrymen were this AidceTORONY employed 
in extending the circle of the arts, and in embellifhing exter- 
nal nature, fcience was not neglected: they were not inat- 
tentive to the motions of the heavens, or the operation of the 
human mind... Locke and Newton have had their fuccefforsy 
as well as Drvden and Milton. Halley illuftrated the theory. 
of the tides, and increafed the catalogue of the ftars ¢ while 
Maclaurin made great progrefs in algebra, and Gregory Te= 
duced aftronomy to a regular fyftem. ‘Thefe men of genius 
have been fucceeded by very able mathematicians; but the 
wera of difcovery in mathematics feems tobe paft. More 
advance has been made in other fciences, with which New- 
ton was little acquainted, The vegetable fyftem of Tull has 
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led to the greateft improvements in agriculture; and the 
bold difcoveries of Franklin, in electricity, may be faid to 
have given birth to a new fcien¢ée. With the purpofe to be 
ferved by many of thofe difcoveries, which at. prefent fo 
ftrongly engage the attention of ‘philofophers, we are yet as 
much in the dark as in regard to the electric principle itfelf. 

But the beneficial effects of electricity _ in many medical 
cafes, and. the invention of metallic condutors, by which 
buildings” ‘and ships are preferved from the deftructive force 
of lightning, entitle it to notice in a view of the progrefs of 

fociety, fhould it even otherwife difappoint the papas < of its 
fond admirers. - 

Among the fucceffors os ee Hume is entitled to the 
firft place. Not that his metaphyfical inquiries are more 
acute than thofe of Berkeley, Baxter, Hartley, or perhaps of 
Reid ; but that Tas difcov eries, like thofe of his great anafter, 
have a more intima te relation to human affairs—are ‘of uni-. 
- verfal application in fcience, and clofely conneéted with 
the leading principles of the arts. His beautiful analytis of 
the Association of Ipzeas, which he comme’ under 
three general heads, namely, Re/emb/ance, inclu ng contraft, 
Contiguity in time,or place, and Cau/e or Effed?. And his 
ingenious Theory of the. Paffions, or the COMMUNICATION 
of Emotion s, immediately laid the foundation of that Put- 
“LosopHy of the Fine Arts, which was afterward formed - 
into a fyftem by Lord Kaims, in his Elements of Critici/m, 
and which has fince been illuftrated by many elegant writers. 
~ But none of thofe writers has illuftrated the principles of 
Mr. Hume fo happily as himfelf. They may be faid, indeed, 
only to have written commentaries on his illuftrations. One 
example will juftify this remark. The fubject is Unity of — 
AGionabout which all critics, after Ariftotle, had talked fo 
much, and to fo little purpofe, while they direfed not their™ 
tafie or fentiment by the accuracy of philofophy. “Tt appears,” 
fays he, “ That in all produCtions, as well as the epic and 
“tragic, there is a certain UNITY required, if we would pro- 
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duce a work which will give any lafting entertainment to 
se mankind. _ An annalift or hiftorian, who fhould undertake 
“to write the History oF Europe, during any century, 
<¢ would be influenced by the conneéfion of Contiguity im time 
‘and place. All.events, which happen in that portion of 
“ fpace, and period of time, are comprehended in his defign, 
‘though in other refpects different and unconnected. “They 
ave ftill a {pecies of unity amid all their diven/ity. But 
e moft ufual fpecies of connexion, among. the ditferent 
“ events which enter into any narrative. compo/ition, is that of 
es Caufe and Efe; while the hiftorian traces the-feries of . 
*‘ afions according to their zatural, order, remounts. to. their 
“ fecret fprings and principles, and elite their moft remote 
“* confequences.” 

If Mr. Hume was happy in illuftrating his Betenhyeal 
fyftem, he was yet more fuccefsful in exemplifying it. His 
Moral, Political, and Literary Effays, are perfect models of 
philofophical inveftigation. He is altogether logical, with- 
out the logical forms: he unites the plain perfpicuity of 
Locke to the fynthetic precifion of Wollafton and the ana- 
lytical accuracy of Harris. But this great man, who has 
carried human reafoning to the utmoft point of perfection, 
has endeavoured, by fceptical doubts, to deftroy the certainty 
of all reafoning, arid to undermine the foundation of both 
natural and revealed religion. His attack upon the latter 
leads to a very curious and important inquiry; ‘the State 
“ of Chriftianity in England during the Prefent Century.” 
T fhall endeavour to trace the outlines of the fubje&t, by way < 
of termination to this view of the Progrefs of Society. 


That general toleration, which was the immediate confe- 
quence of the Revolution, gave birth to great freedom of dif- 
cuffion relative to religious matters. . The crowd of feCtaries, 
no longer held together by the common bond of perfecution, 
or reftrained by fear from unveiling the fuppofed errors of the 
church, entered into a bold inveftigation of the fublime myf- 
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cenfured the tenets of all who prefumed to differ from them 
‘on any particular point. Numberlefs difputes were hotly 
agitated about do@trines of no importance to the rational . 
Chriftian. : 
But this pious warfare was not fufficient to keep alive the 
fervour of zeal, either in the church or among the risus w - 
ina ftate of unlimited liberty of confcience. A general. 
 deration began to prevail, and the more snlighieel fe€ 
feemed ready to join the hierarchy; when certain fiery 
rits, filled with indignation of fuch lukewarmnefs, and pant- 
ing for the crown of martyrdom, gave birth to new feéts of 
a warmer complexion, and obliged the heads of the old to 
enforce their particular tenets, in order to prevent the utter 
defertion. of their followers. Whitfield and Wefley in Eng- 
land, and the two Erfkines in Scotland, rekindled in all its 
ardour the flame of enthufiafm, which raged, for a time, 
with dazzling brightnefs, in fpite of the utmoft efforts of 
yeafon and ridicule. But the fuel of perfecution, the ftake 
and the faggot, being happily with-held, it has now in a 
great meafure fpent its force. Nor have the Methodifts yet 
been able to number one martyr among the multitude of their 
faints. 

The fpirit of infidelity (as it always will, in an enlighten- 
ed’ age) kept pace with that of enthufiafm. As many of the 
wilder feGtaries laid claim to divine illuminatidns, and in 
their ravings pretended to prophefy, fome men of fceptical 
principles endeavoured to bring into /u/picion, and even to 
deftroy. the credibility of all prophecy; while others call in 
queftion the authenticity of the facred books, both hiftorical 
and prophetical. At the head of thofe {ceptical -writers, and 
the moft dangerous becaufe the moft agreeable, may be placed 
Shaftefbury and Bolingbroke. 

Tindal, in his Chriffianity as old-as the Creation, denied the 
neceffity of the Gofpel; as it promulg ated, he affirmed, no 
princip'e or precept with which mankind were. not formerly 
acquainted. Hume, in his Efay on Adiracles, ftruck direCtly 
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at its foundation, by attempting to fhew, That no human te/- 
timony is fufficient to eftablifh the reality of a miracle. And 
an author, no lé{s able or learned than either, has written an 


hiftorical deduétion, to prove Chriftianity to be of human ori= 
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— toenthufiafm. They have Jed divines to examine minutely 


into the proofs of Revelation, and madé them fenfible of the 
propriety of explaining more rationally the myfteries in the 
Chriftian fyitem ; efpecially that of the Trinity, the Incarna- 
tion of the Word, and the miraculous Influence of Grace 
upon the Human Soul. The confequence. has been, That. 
all men of found minds and good morals, conform outwardly 
to the religion of their country, and'moft of them /iacerely 
believe it to be of divine origin, The debafing doadtrine of 
Materialifm has been exploded, as alike unfriendly to all that 
is liberal in the human character, or endearing in the hu- 
man condition '°; for he who confiders this earthly {pot as 
the only theatre of his exiftence, and its grave, inftead of his 
firtt ftage in progrefiive being, can never view nature with a 
chearful, or man with a benevolent eye. 


16. An attempt has lately been made, by a learned divine, to give to this 
doétrine a new complexion; but his opinions are too whimifical ever to be 
generally received. 
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But thefe rude attacks have only (eves ions firmly to - 
‘eftablith true religion, while they have given a fevere check 
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